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Epheſ. x. 11, Who worketh all things nr the) 
Counſel of His own Will. | 


en 18. 25. Shall not the Judge of all the Earth, 
do Right £ 
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An accompt of the Treatiſe 
and Publication. 


HE Principal Heads of the fol- 
7 lowing Diſcourſe ( generally own'd 
x by the Churches of Britain ) the 
Authour was ſomewhat Inſtruted=in fron 
his Childhood having heard but little 
(till a few years ſince )of the General Point: 
That, he means, which holding the Grace 
of God in Chriſt,to be General andalike to 
All; fuſperds the whole virtue and ſucceſs 
thereof, 0n the Humane Will ; without any 
peculiar Aſſiſtance afforded to Any , but 
what is grven in Common xxto Men. 
hich Dodrine may as well (andperhaps 
ore riehtly) be term'd General, as ba- 
vine the Generality of Men in Nature, for 
Abettors of it, Not tht he tbinks All who 
bold for it, to bein a Natural ſtate 5 For 
as off Moit the Judgement 1s better than 
th ir pradtiſe + ſo, of Sume he hopes their 
Tiſe may be ſounder than their Judg- 
ttgut: But ſo fo hold,and pract iſe accordine- | 
ly 


ly he cannot but judge extremely perilous to 
- Souls of Men, Divers occaſtonal con- ; 
ferences he had with thoſe of That way; || ( 
wherein he found it their main drift to Þ 5 
Q 
; 


ſound: Whereas C indeed ) the contrary 


An Accompt of the 


Tuſtr 1110 that Principle: » Not Car? #2 1zuch 
to diſcourſe of any thing elſe .but jiil/ diver. 


ting into that channel: And this, with Þ 2: 
that Confidence of their own. and i O0ntempt L 
of the contrary Judgment 5 juch uncomly Þþ «© 
Kefie& ions (fromſome of 0 them dP 0n their 1 th 
Opponents, and ſlight _— of the S, rip« Þ 7 
inres brought againſt them 5 as in no wiſe | [1 
b-ſeemd a Contendine forthe Faith, He | of 
allo found their opinion moſily grounded | /e, 
upon words aud phraſes of a variable inter. Þ| in; 
jpretation ;, as not weighing the Scope of Þ ſ 

the ! ext,aar how the ſenſs they 2 oave of it, Fin 
micht accord with thoſe of 4 contrary Te- Þwe; 
mor ; ſtill citing ſuch as were plain and Þ'ar 


expreſs, to be try d by ye of a doubtful Þ i ir 


Courſe had teen be geonine, and likel; 
t0 find out the Truth, Not that any 
SOCrapiureas doublf; 1 Init ſelf. or would 
fjeerr jo tous were the ſcope and context 
richtly underſiood © But, the ſawe word 
bing nſed 31; Gvieral placer to a different 
purpoſe : for want of a right taking the 
SLOPE, Ti eaſily turd from its proper _ 
tc116* 


. Treatiſe and Pablication. 


iendment. Tt is true, he found ameng 
then a general agreement againſt our Do. 
Frine of EleFion , and yet as much differ- 
ino ataong themſelves, as they do from us : 
| Some holding FleFion, upon Faith force 

| Keen : Others, That Men are FleFed when 

; Þ th:3 do attuaily believe, and not before; 
t Þ Others of them, That there is uo Man Ele 
y Þ <4 til} be hath Perſcver'd 77 belicvine to 
r Þ| the luſt Moment of bis life; And Some acer, 
- Þ That thereis no Electionart all, of particu- 
ſe Þ ler pryſons as ſuch, but of the intire ſpecies 
'e þ of Men from "ternity. This put him #pon 
d Þþ ſearching the Scriptures more Setly.touchs. 
r- | ing the DoGrine of EleFion; Wherein the 
of Þjirther he went, the more he was confirm d 
it, pin what he had firſt receiv'd. And as he 
7e- Prent-on, ſound thoſe other Points of Pecu- 
nd far Redemption, Etlecrual Calling, and 
ful Piinal Perſeverance, ſo interwoven with 
ſhat of Election, and dependent thereon » 
as very Naturally induc” dw, Diſcuſſion of 
Thoſe alſo, And as Preparatory thereto, it 
eemed expcdient to prefice Phe whole with 
be Doclrine of God's Sovettignity.: the 
reaſons whereof, with its uſgfulneſsg yoit 
mill fad inthe Treatiſerit ſc s Tt alſo lay 
the Pefore him, to objerac What uſcſul In- 

In Wridions deriv'd from theſe Dedrines. 

ene about 
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above Thoſe of the contrary zmport. 

Of thisWork was oft - times aStop andLay: | 
ing-aftde, as Re{olu'd to proceed no farther: 
Not ſo much from the Want as Redund- | / 
 ancy of Matter which he conceiv'dtobeinÞy | 
the Scri tures for it, but fonnd himſelf 100-Þ 3 
narrow to make-it-out : Partly alſo, from PF 
the difficulty of reducing bir Mrſcellancous || 
fragmentsto a due Confiltency. But, by one þ |, 
Impretiing Occurrence or Other, it ſtil d 
Reviy d and went-on afreſh s till at lenath | 4; 
his Gleanings orew into a ſhock » whichÞ u 
then he bound up and deſtgned it a Legacy | 
to his Childrens To whom onely hb: thought Þ 
# comment it. But, (0 it was. ( 7# the 
Providence of God,)That ſome parts thereof 
came to the view and hearing of ſeveral þ 7, 
Anticnt and Sober Chriſtians »who expreſ- | it 
j Ting an hearty good-liking and Approbati« | pr 
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I 5 te Ct: nately aduiſ” d the printing | ke 
fi of it for more general uſe; as That which | di, 
i right at leaſt help to confirm the Tenure of | H; 


1 boſe already poſſeſs d of the Truth, but ÞÞ ax 
fe Towarl ſavjed to ſl ſifting. One amoneſt obj 
then {who had caſt a favourable Aſpect on 
the contr. ary Point ) profeſſed himſelf C41 
well-ſctisfi-4 with what he had found it N*f7 
this, tou: hing the Impotency of natural "pr 
{ reeeW1il.tDo \ aſſiſted with Genera! Grace 5 
QOrging 


Treatiſe and Publication. 


Urging alſo the publiſhing of it, For that he 
thonghr, the plainneſs thereof might render 
it more Conwincing to ſome, than Schola- 


| ſiic Diſputes ; which rather obſcure and 


I 


puzzle than illuminate and ſettle the jude- 
ment of illiterate "'erſons. Another Con- 


| fideration was.The uſefulneſs it micht be of, 


io Antidote Touns Profeſſors, who beins 


F fearce out of the Shell of their Natural On- 


derſtanding, are pronely Receptive of No- 
tions that ſpring from a ('ovenant of 


; Works + which by means of ſo plain a dife 


courſe of Nature's Weakneſs, with the Ne- 


| (ſity, and Invincible efficacy, of Divine 
| Grace, they micht happily be armed againſt. 


Kepeated inſtances Pp -evailed (at length) 


| Jor a willingneſs to make it public , in caſe 


t ſhould alſo obtain Approbation from ap- 
proved Diviness whoſe Teſt and Judgment 
be would firſt ſubmit it unto, and accor- 
dingly did: ſtill retaining a deep ſenſe of 
His manifold inſufficiency ſor ſuch a Work : 
ard praying tha; bis perſonal weakneſs and 
objourity. may not prejudice the Truth. 

* In this ſecond Edition ſeveral things 
*are added ( perhajs confiderable,) ſome 
for eſtabliſhing, others for improving, the 
; prejeert UYruths © which Additions are 
(moſtly 4 jtingniſhed by Commu's revers'd 
* along 


An Accompt of the, @>c. 


* along the Margin. as this Paragraph 7s. 
T ſhall only add ( by the way ) aword of 
Keligious education» That tho it do not con- 
fer Grace, yet it may prove (and hath ſoto 
many) 4 ge0d Preſervative from evils in 
| pradice, and errours in Judgement, which 
| 9thers (who had not that Merciful aduvan- F 
j tage ) have more aptly fell-into. Beſides, | 
" When God comes to workefſeaually, Thoir Þ 
j Notions of ſtz, of Chriſt, and of Grace, (of | 
which before they bad but the Form,) have | 
proved of ſingular uſe to facilitate the work. |, 
That the Lord will vouchſafe his Pre- | 
ſence withit is the Prayer of His Servant, 


Eliſha Coles. 
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The Reader is deſired to corre@ the | 
Errata's as followeth : 0 We 
nd al 
01t, 


' PE 4 line 8.read Fe deſigned. p.22,Marg,for Pro.gs.r. Pſ.45: 
zi p.30 1.28. r. Transferred : Before, p. 34.1. 29.r.but one of. p.35, ere, 
1.2.dele and-p.zo-l.19.r, ſhilt p.54.1,23-r-Elefion's, p65 1.9.1 WW hav 
(under. p. 78.1.3 r.world. p 105.1.9.r.2 Ep.Foh v.6. p.125.1-14., Wtrinc 
fignalzeth. p-134,1.28.r. God's Eleft. p15 4.1.15, notwithſtanding. B4 6.1 
P. 160.1.30.T. all to the Church, p.258.128.dele the, p.359 1.25.1 __ 
going.p.370'I.g.r,whereof, p.z76.1.3.r then p. 390.1.14-r that they | *PP* 
Tere. P.40s.1.1.r Seed, 
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God's Sovereignty. 


His high and tremendous Attri- 
bute, being an Ocean that has 
neither Pank nor Bottom 3 may 
not lightly be lanched into by 
Any, tho ever ſo-ttrongly built 
and well-Man'd, ( much lcſs by 

0 weak a Veſſel ) without a Divine Compaſs, 

nd an Anchor within the Vail. That I came in- 

)it, was not of choice or defignment, but (as it 

Fre) of courſe and emergent neceflity. Could 

have found another Baſis to repoſe that Do- 

«ls Wtrinc upon, which was (at firſt) my onely intend- 

d Subject; I had not touch'd upon This : But, 

, (apparently to me ) no ground would bear the 

cight of Eleion, but That of Sovereignty; and 
here it fix*d as on a Rock, where alſo the Scrip-- 

ure hath laid it, in Rom. 9. And. however it be 
Foundation diſallowed of Men, every obſerving 
briſtian ( ſooner or later ) will tind, that with- 
ut acknowledging Divine Sovercignty, for the 
rriginal, Supream, and unaccountable Diſpoſer 
{ Perſons and things3 we ſhall want a principal -.# 
cans of ſupporting our Faith, and quieting our 
Inderftandings, even touching thecourſeot com- 
on Providences 3 and much more of thoſe ſuper- 

* FaÞal Truths and Myiterious Occurrences, 

mich we are Eternally concern'd about, F 

B n 
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{n this Preface (for ſo itis) I ſhall treatÞi 
of _God' S Sovereignty 3 z and then of his Rightoguſe 
neſs ( as Its natural Adjunct. ) The Sum of "the 
hrit lies in this Propoſition, Yz. 

[ That Sovereign Power belongs to God, | i. 6 
The Great God bleſſed for ever, hath abſolute Right 
| of Dominion over his Creaturer, to diſpoſe and dee 
iN termine of them as ſeemeth Him good, 
| That there is ſuch a Power, and that this 
Power belongs to God, no other Reaſons need 
Ul be aſſign'd, but that Fe is God. and there is none 
"t beſides Him ; There can be no more, becauſe (1) 
Li Thcre can be but one Infinite tor ſuch a Being 
1 h!s Heaven and Earth 3 and fo no place or room 
| for another. (2) There can be but one Omnipe- 
't zent For, Hethat is ſuch, hath all others under 
it his feet 3 Pelides, whcre 'One can do all, more 
would be impertinent. (3) There can be but ab 
onc Supream 3 Supream Power may relide in Ma-Yc, ... 
ny > ( 25 in mixt Monarchics and Common- 
wealths, ) but as Law-makers and Suprcam, T 
thcy are but One. (4) There can be but one hull 
Cauſe, from which all Beings elſe derive their 
Original 3 and that is this Bleſſed One we are 
ſpeaking of z Of whom and for whom are all things} + 
1Cor.$, 6, And if he be the Author of all, he | 
necds muſt have a Sovercign Right and Powcr to 
determine all; as to their Ecing, ſo alſo to their 
Order, Efhcacy, and End. Fa. 

It is a Truth ſo natural, and obvious to Reaſon 
it {elf that other proot ſcems as needlefs, as that 
the Sunis the fountain of Light : Nor ſhall 1 ſups 
poſe, that any, who will rcad this diſcourF, 


can ſo far torget,theaaſclves to be Creatures, 4 
"ET £5 


5D 


Of Gods Sovereignty, &c. 


to: tek a proof of their CrGtor's Sovereignty 3 
The things that are ſeen, fo loudly proclaimin 
his Eternal Power and Godhead. But ſince, with 
our eaſte admitting the Notion, it is none of the 
ſmalleſt difficulties, to own it in our Pradiſe, and 
bear oux {elves anſwerably towards him: Since 
alſo, fo huge a weight is born on the ſhoulders 
of this Supream Attribute,” and our Souls are fo 
highly concern'din the intereſt and znflatences of it 3 
It nceds muſt be our duty , and well-worthy our 
time, tolook o'r the inſtances of it, and to mark 
1B and conſider them well, as things greatly im- 
07 porting our Inftruction 3 whereby wemay know 
foincthing of the Greatneſſ of that God in whole 
PF i::nds our Souls are 3 as alſo of our infinite di- 
ſtance from him, and nothingne(s to him 3 and 
ſo, with the more hnmbleneſs of mind, and ſeff- 
abaſement 3 as alſo, with the more Faith , and 
Creature-like afhance, ſubmit unto him, and bear 
our ſelves-upon him. 
To this nd, the Scriptures have inrollcd di- 
vers Enſignes of Sovereignty, by which, as by {o 
WY many footſteps; we are led to the Abſolute Will, 
aYand Power-of God, as the cauſe and Ruler of all. 
The GreatA& of Sovereignty was God's Decree 
for making the World 3 and of doing, or per- 
mitting to be done, what-ever;ſhould be in 1t, 
to the tolding of it up. The Heavens and the 
Earth, and all the Hoſts of them, as yet had no 
being :; It was at his pleaſure, whether he would 
make them or not : And if he would, what being 
he would give them 5 to what End, and how that 
end ſhould be accompliſhed, And that theſe 
"Were all aſcertain'd by the Decree, is evident; . 
WES 4 P 2 For 


4 


A PraGical Diſcourſe 


AB15. 18, For, krown unto God were all his Works C which he I: Ur 


would do in'time) from the beginning of the World, 


.The Scheme and Subſtance whereof, ( and I 


hope, without intruſion ) may be drawn to this 
effect : That the Great God, being infinitely good 
and bleſſed in himſelt 3 was alſo infinitely 
prompt and wecll-pleaſed to communicate of that 
his bleſſedneſs : To which end, He defigned to 
raiſe up Creaturcs, Angels, and Men : That tor 
the manifeſtation of His Sovereignty 3 He would 
conhrm a certain number of thoſe Angels in their 
Primitive State, leaving the rcſt to themſelves: 
who, falling from that State , ſhould be caſt 
down, and reſerved in Chains of darkneſs unto 
the Judgment of the Great Day. That in this 
lower World, he would ſet-up the firſt Man to 
be the Head and Repreſentative of all that ſhould 
come of him. That this ſingle Perſon ſhould be 
created in the Image of God, ht to enjoy com- 
munion with Him, and enducd with power to 
abide therein. That to manitclt the weak- 
nefs of Creatures, and their perpetual depen- 
dence upon God he would thus leave hymn to 
his firſt ſtock 3 with a perfect freedom of Will, 
toretainor loſeit, at his own choice, And, be- 
ing ſo lcft, the fallen Angel tempting him to dif- 
obedicnce, andalſo prevailing 3 both himſelf and 
all his Poſterity by this Revolt, ſhould fall under 
the curſe, That for the declaration of his Scvc- 
reign Grace, He would ( and accordingly did ) 
choole a certain number of Adam's Policrity, 
( in thernſelves depraved and loſt ) and ordain 
thcm to cternal Life : And to make known 
the Power of bis Wrath, and his jutt diſpleaſure 
againl 
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of God's Sovereignty, KC. 


2ainſt fin, he would leave the Reſt in that State | 
t Perdition they would bring themſelves into. 
hat of thcſe Veſſels of Wrath, Satan himſelf 
whom they choſe to follow ) ſhould be the 
cad and Ruler 3 as alſo, over them that were 
lected, for a time 3 Tis, until the Meſſiah , 
their true and proper Head, and into whom he 
had choſen them ) ſhould reſcue them out of his 
power. That to this end, ( and that he might 
alſo be known to be uſt, as well as Mercifwl, in 
juſtifying of them ) the Son of God ſhould take 
on. him the place of a ſecond Adam, and come 
into the World with a humanc Body 3 in which 
he ſhould fulfil all Righteouſneſs, and by the in- 
hnite vertue and merit of his death, ſhould f(ati(- 
he the Law in all its demands 3 deliroy the De- 
vil ; diſſolve his Works 3 and Reconcile the 
El: unto God : That he ſhould be raiſed again 
trom the dead, and inveſted with all power be- 
htting the Captain of their Salvation 3 and ct- 
tectually miniſter to them what ever ſhould be 
r:quiſite for bringing thoſe his Sons to Glory. 
This I take to be ſum of God's Decree 3 the 
Great Enfign or Standard Royal of Sovereignty 3 
whereot all the other Enſigns are Efeds or Con- 
ſeqrents, and ſirbordinate thereto. 
| The hrlit viſible Enſign of Sovereignty was Cre- 
ation , or, God's giving the World an adual ex-. 
ence, in time, according to his Decree from ever- 
laſting 5 Bringing that huge, (yet void and form- 
els ) Mas, at firſt out of Nothing 3 and then this 
glorious Fabrick out of that Conftfion : His hang- 
ng the Earth upon nothing : His aſſigning to 
Af ficry fort of Creatures, ſuch Form and Station, 
| B 3 Order. 


Fab 29 7, 


Pſal. 3345+ 


Gen, I: 3* 


V Os 


PJ. 10.443, 


' Order, Uſe, and Efficacy 3 and . impreſſing on 
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them, ſuch Laws and Inſtincts of Nature, as 
ſeemed him good 3 ( but all in a regular ſubſer- 
viency to the good of yltewhole, ) Which allo 
was effected by his word : What he would was 
done with that immediate ſuddenneſs, as 11 the 
things themſclves had proceeded with his breath, 
The inſtant production of Light : The Waters 
ſeparating from the other Elements, and gather- 
ing into a body 3 and their going up and down 
to the place He had founded for them 3 with 
any others ( of which ye have an Index in the 
frſt of Geneſis ) are Witneſles of it : as alſo, His 
ſo fixing this *ſtabliſhment, that they continze this 
1y according to that Ordinance, 

Conſcguent to this, as a ſccond Enſign of S0- 
zereignty 1s that univerſal Providence, by witich the 
Crcaiion is ſiſtained, and all interiour Caules 
guic<c to their deſigned End , and this, not- 
wi:-:::nding ell ſuppoſcable accidents, which 
mignt pothbly come between, to obſtruct or 
divert them : And that the Creatures have, at 
times, deviated from their firſt Rules and Sct- 
lement , is no derogation to the Doctrine of 
Yod's Sovereignty 3 but rathcs an illuſtration of 
itz as ſhewing, that the Creatures are fi1]] in 
His hand, as Clay in the Potters, Hence we hind 
their innate propenſions to be ſometimes ſuſpend- 
ed, Otherwhiles acted beyond 5 and at times a- 
gain, quite con:rary to, the law of their Nature: 
and this, not caſually, nor by the force of creat- 
cd powers, nor yct tor any private or ſelf=concer 
but to ſerve ſome ſpecial and ſuperionr End, which 
their Lord had to be done : To infiance a few) 


And 1. Of 


of God's Sovereignty, &Cc. 7 


1. Of Cxcatures without life, As the Windows- 
of Heaven opening, and the Fountains of the g,, ,,s -, 
Great Deep breakiug up, ( notwithſtanding the p/. 10 9. 
Firmament above. and the Bounds beneath, ) to Gen,7. 175 
drown the: World of ungodly men. The Red "ts 
Sea's dividing and ftanding-up as a Wall, to 
make way for His Peoples eſcape : The Sun and Foſþ 10.13: 
Moon's ſtanding ſti], till they were avenged on 
their enemies : the Stars tothe ſame end, fight- 7#4g-5 20- 
ng againſt Sijerz : The Sun's going backin Abaz _.. ,,,,- 
his Dial to help Hez-h/abs Faith : The hery Fur- * : 


nace devouring, thoſe at a diſtance, who caſt in 24" 3+ 22» 


thoſe holy Contefſors 3 and not ſo much as tou= b 
ching them that were caſt intoit: The Winds and 
the Seas, ( which are ſuch turbulent and law- 
leſs Creatures ) they ſiirnot, nor breath, but to 
fulfill -bis Word, Pal. 148.4, Mark 4.39. 

2, Of Living Creatures, that have not the 
uſe cf Reaſon : How readily went they by pairs 
into Noah's Ark, at Gods appointment ! The Gen 7.89, 
Frogs, Lice, Locuſis, &c. with. what ſuperna- 
tural boldneſs did they affault and perplex the Exod.8. Iz, 
Eo yptians | That the: Magicians themſelves con- wm 
tLlied, the finger of God was In it : andas firange- 
ly withdrew, when their work was done, Wit- ,, 

4p : am. 2.239. 

neſled alſo by the Dumb Aſs's reproving the , per.s 16. 
Prophct's madneſs: The Lion's killing the iedu- 1 K-13,24. 
ced Prophet , for breaking God's command 3 - 
yet not cating the carcaſs, nor tearing his Als. 
A ravenous Bird bringing Elijah feod in his ſoli- 7X, 17 6. 
tary condition. The Whale's receiving Fonah, /-;","7- 
and at God's command, caſting him on dry xp 
Land, without harm : And the Lyons not hur- Dan, 6. 22, 
ting Danzel in their Denn® yet greedily devour- 244 


ng 


B 4 


Gen. 4 3» 
Gen, 12. 4. 


Gen. 22. 2, 
Vere 10. 


ing his Accuſers. 


power, which thus Intends, Reſtrains, Inverts, 
the courſe of nature at his Will. 


A Pra#ical Diſcourſe 
It muſt needs be a Sovereign 


Thirdly, Another Enſign aſſerting God's Su- 


premacy, and Rightful Dominion, 1s the general 


Vote and Subſcription of Men, eſpecially the 
moſt knowing, and ſuch as beſt underſtood him : 

They own it, (1) In their Practice or Actions 3 
Abel offers the F irftlings of his Flock to God: 
Abraham Icavs his native Country, at God's com- 
mand, to go he knew not whither : He alſo ot- 
ters his only and innocent Son Iſaac.in whoſe Lite 
and Poficrity all Nations wcre to be bleſſed, 


bp r. 21, 9b, when ſiript of all, falls down and worthips, 
1. 10 43 When his two Sons were deftroyed by Eire from 


Heaven, Aaron held his peace : El: when that 
tingling ſentence was denounced againſt his 
houſe It is the Lord (fays he) let him do as ſeem- 
e-» bim good, 1 Sam. 3. 18. David, when driven 
from God's Sanctuary; 2nd his Throne uſurp'd 
by Abſolom, Behold here TI am, let him do to me as 


ſeemeth good to him, 2 Sam. 15. 26, The men of 


Nineveh, their dcliruction was pronounced per- 
cmptorily : z of which they had no promiſe of 
Renyfſion 3 and conſequently, no viſfible ground 
of hope 3 yet they believed God, faſted, lay in ſack: 
cloth, and turned from their wil way, Jonah 3. 5. 
CY They likewiſe own it in their conftcſhons 
and atteſtations : Melchiſedech ftiles him, The Moſt 
High God, Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth.Gen.1 4.19. 
and Abrahans doth the like, wer, 22. Fob prote(- 
ſeth, that chough he were Righteons, yet if God 
will *rontend with him, he will not anſwer, but 
make ſupplication to his Fudge, Job 9.15. The Lorl 


hath 
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Lath made all things for himſelf. Prov: 16.4. For 
by pleaſnre they are, and were created, Rev, 4. 11. 
IVe ave the Clay, and thou our Potter, Ifa. 64. S. 
i- WM He morket! all things after the counſel of bis own 
al Mi, Eph. 1.11, He giveth not account of any 
e of bit matters, Job 33.13. - In his hand is the ſoul 
; Wo cery living thing, chap. 12.10. He is the God of 
3 Wl the Spirits of all fleſh, Numb. 16,22, All Nations 
: W Pefore bim are leſs than nothing and Vanity , 1fa. 
1- I 40. 17. He jtils the tumult of the People, Plal.65.7. 
i- Wl /f /t be of Goa ye cannot overthrow it, Acts 5.39. 
fe Ml The counſel of the Lord that ſhall ſtand, Fro. I9.2T. 


Pſa. 


1}. The lot is caft into the Lap ; but the mh ole diſpoſing - 


5, Ml thereof is of the Lord, Prov. 16.33. The Kingdom 
n 8 7s the Lords. and he is Governour among the Nations, 
t WW al. 22. 28. Thou Lord art exalted above all Gods. 
s 8 Plil.97. 9. Nebuchidnezzar, that proud and po- 
- KF tcar Monarch, whoſe gre neſs reached unto Hea- 
| ren, and his dominion to the end of the Earth, All 
| Nations trembled before him \, whom he would, he ſlew ; 
and wham he would, he kept alive; who ſadi in his 
" Þ beart, I will aſcend nto Heaven ,, I will Exalt my 
Throne ahove the Stars of God : T will be lthe the 
Mit High : And who is that God, that ſhall deli- 
ver out of my hand ? Yet even he, this Child of 
pride, is made to contels Onc higher than him- 
icit, and to bow betore him 3 proclaiming to 
the World, That the moſt High doth according to 
his TVall, in the Army of Heaven, and among "the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, and none-can {tay his hand, 
or faymunto him, Il hat doi thou £ Dan. 4e22, Che 
5-19. ch. 3.15. ch. 4.34, 35,and 37 verſes, and 
If, 4.13, 14 It might t2rther be inſtancedia 
Ciin, Pharaob, Baalam , and SEOes Wicked Men 
pow 


>. e 


A 1 b1 , 
4 » you 
- 


»ach. 6. 5, cher 
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how they were forced. ( againſt their wills ) to 
acknowledge the :Sovercignty of God 3 as ap- 
pears by comparing, Exod. 5, 2, with ch, 9.27, 
28, and Numb. 22. 18. Darins allo, in Dan.6.26, 
27, 26, 

Fourthly, Another evidence or witneſs , we 
have from the Angels, who are great in power: 
Notwithſtanding which, they do perte&ly own 
and {1bmit to the Sovereignty of God. Where 
Subjects are numerous, wiſe, and magnanimous 3 
and witha], perfectly ſubmiſs to the will of their 
Lord 3 it argues their Lord is an abſolute Sove- 
reign : And ſuch are the Angels. 1. The Elef 
or Good Angels : Theſe ſhew it by their ready 
\ubmitfion to any ſervice He is pleaſed to appoint 
They are God's Intelligencers : Not that 


*/* he needs their adviſes, but to manifelt his Sove« 


reign greatneſs: They are alſo his Meſſengers, He 
{inds them on his Errands, to negotiate His 
affairs among men, and to reveal His purpoſes 
concerning this lower World 3 as appears by 
many Scriptures. They are His Chariots, Pal. 
68. 17. His Reapers, Mat. 13.39, 49. The Exe- 
cutioners of His Judgements, 2 Sam.24.16, 2 Kin, 
19.35. and Chrilts attendants at His coming, 
Mat. 25.31. The Apoſtate Angels or wicked 
Spirits : though the Teſtimony we have from 
them, 1s not from love or good will, yet is it as 
great an evidence of God's Sovercignty, as any 
other in that, being Enemies to God, proud 
and jmperions, they are yet over-awed, and con- 
{trained to ſubmit : we tind them ſubject to His 
rebukes, Zech. 3.2. And hence it was that the 
Devil anſwered not again, when that dreadtu] 
| {ſentence 
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icentcnce was pronounced upon him for {celucing 
our fir{t Parents : we havc him alfo preſenting 
hin:{cli before the Lord, to give account of his 
aCtions3 and touch Fob, or any thing he had, 
he durſt not, without leave trom God, nor vary 
2 jot trom the Rule preſcribed him. In the E- 
vangclitis are many inttances of Chrifts cam- 
manding them forth i#5 Authority 3 yea, a whole 
Legion at once , Lye $8.30, 32, 33. Nor could 
they fo much as cntcr into the Swine, without 
ns Icave, Mark 5.12, And, which 1s more, they 
were ſubjc& to the Apoſtles, who had but 2 de- 
lexated, or ſccond-hand power committed to 
tem, Lake 10.17. 

Fitthly, we have the Lord himſelf afferting 
His Sovereign Prerogative, In how lotty a file, 
and with what Imperial Authority, doth He ut- 
ter himſelt to Pharaoh And in very deed for this 
carſe have I raiſed thee up, for to ſhew my power on 
the , Exod. 9.16, Thc Apolile quotes the place 
to prove, that God may raiſc-up men, and ap=- 
point them to what uſe and ſervice he will, Rom. 
9. 17. Who hath made the ſeeing. or the blind ® have 
not I the Lord? Exod. 4.11. I hill. and I make 
alive, Dcut. 32.329. IT will ſhe mercy on whom | 
ill ſhew mercy, Exod. 33. 19. T am the firſt, and 
f an the laſt ; and beſides me there is no God : and 
io as I, ſhall call and ſhall declare it , and ſet it 
in order before me: ſince I appointed the ancient pec- 
ple, and the things that are coming, and ſhall come < 
1{4. 44. 6,7. My Connſel ſhall ſtand, T will do all 
my pleaſure, Ch. 46. 10, Ch. 40. 12. to the end. 
iy word ſhall accompliſh that which T pleaſe; it 
Joall proſper inthe thing whereto T ſend it, Wa.55.11. 


Ang 


IF 


Fob 2.1,6 


den turning of Eſau's heart to love Facob, whom 
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And if the Prophet be deceived , I the Lord have de- 
ceived that Prophet , and T will deſtroy him, Ezck, 
14.9. A remarkable ſtory to the ſame purpoſe, 
we have in the 1. Kings 22. touching the lyin 

ſpirit, and the cffectua] Commitſon he had from 
God, to perſwade, and allo to prevail. How 
ſhould we tremble betore God, at the hearing of 


ſuch a word ! But yet , I donot reckon the Jaft | 


two as acts of pure Sovereignty 3 but rather, as 
puniſhing one fin, by leaving to another : Becanſe 
that when they knew God, they glorified Him not as 


Gol; Nor libed to retain Him in their knowlettosh 
By 


God gave them over to a Reprobate mind , Rom, 1; 
21, & 26, Notwithſtanding which there is an 
7mpreſſion of Sovereignty 1n that he- deals not fo 
with all who are alike obnox1ous to 1t. 
Sixthly, Another Enſign is form'd of thoſe 
ſeveral Afs and Inſtitutes , which cannot be de- 
rived (at leaft, fo propcrly and immediately ) 
trum any other Attribute, as that of Sovereignty : 
T thall inſtance a few 3 viz. The putting of Man's 
cvcrlaſting condition, upon his Eating or Not- 
eating the truit of ſuch a Trec, Gen. 2.16, 17. In 
not deſtroying, Adam preſently upon his difobe- 
dicncez And in the free promiſe of a Saviour, 
unſought unto tor it, Gen. 3. 15. In protecting 
Cain, when he had forfeited his lite to Juſtice, 


Gen. 4. 15. In preſerving Ham trom the Deluge, 


though as wicked as thoſe that periſhed , Ch. 7. 
13.6 16. In ordcring the bletfing to Facob, who 
fought it unduly 3 and denying it to Eſax , who 
ſought it diligently, and to whom it belong'd of 
Natural Right, Gen. 27.19, 34, 38. In the ſud- 


he 
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he had inveterately hated 3 and came with tull pur- 
poſe to deſtroy him: yet, in a trice, his heart is 
meltcd, he weeps on his Neck, and offers him- 
{lt and Souldiers to be his Convoy, Gen 27.41. 
with Chap. 32.6. and Ch.33.4,12, In cauſing 
a fear to fall on the Amorztes, that they did not 
purſue Facob, when highly provoked by his Sons 
cruelty on the Men of Sechem, Gen. 35. 5. In 
ſending to Sihon a meſſage of peace, when He 
had determin'd to cut him off 3 and to thatend, 
had hardened his ſpirit, and made him obſtinate, 
Dcut,2,26,27, 28,29, 30. In cauſing thoſe Na- 
tions to deſtroy one another , who came leagued 
to deſtroy His people, 2 Chron. 20.1,22, 23 ver- 
fes, In deſtroying Eſax's Mount Irreparrably, and 
for ever, when as Tſrael, whoſe Land alſo was 
tull of fin, ſhall not be forſaken, Obad. ver. g, 
16,18, 21,and Mal. 1.4, Eſpecially,confidering, 
that theſe were the ſeveral effects of His loving 
"| the one, and hating the other , and that before 
* If !h:y bad done either good or evil, ver. 2,3. and Rom, 
" Þ 9: 11,13. In ſending Ezekzel to a rcbcllious houſe 
' | that world not hears and not ſending him to them 
If that would, Exek. 3.6,7. Ch. 12.2 and 3. In 
biding the Myſteries of his Kingdom trom the 
wiſe and prudent, and revealing them to Babes, 
Matth. 11.25. And ſpcaking in Parables to the 
Multitude, leſt they ſhould be converted, 
In puniſhing (ſometimes) for leſſer treſpaſles, 
and that ſeverely, and in his own; whiles wink- 
Ing at thoſe of a greater magnitude in other men : 
Moſes is excluded Canaan for a haſty word,though 
{ſmartly provoked 3 when FJonab's but mildly re- 


Matth, 11; 
21, 

Adﬀs 16.6,7 
Mark 4. 
IIl,Izs 
Luke 9, Iv. 


proved tor paſſionately expoſtulating. Vzzah dics | 


for 


Fob 33.18, 


Fob1.8 


Jab 2.3, 


he been a wicked Man , ( as his Friends obje&t- I * 
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* for but towching the Ark, when the Philijtins 
bore 1t away 1 trinmph. Hezchiah but ſhews the 
Ambaſſadours from Babylon, his houſe and trea- 
furcs3 and tor this, his Sons and all muſt go in- 
to Captivity, Not that any {im 1s little in it 
ſelf, or puniſhed beyond its demerit 3 but, the 
Lord is pleaſcd thus to do, partly to ſhew his 
diſpleaſure againſt fin, and that He will not 
bear with 1t, cvcn in thoſe that are deareſt to th 
Him : but partly alſo (if not chicfly, in ſuch like I]? 
caſes) to ſet forth His Sovereign Greatnef, and the I "* 
rncontrowlableneſs of His matters. The 73 Pſalm > 


ner 
ent 

Bave 
but. 
hard 
Eto { 
Eon. 
that 


is full to the ſame purpoſe. That alſo of Fob, py 
and the manner of God's dealings with him, is = 


much to be remark'd : He had lived a very firict Þ RE 
and holy lite, C Not a Mz like Job, in all the | 7. 
Earth; the Lord himfelt ſeems to glory in him) Þ 7 


. | 2” Wl Fa 
urto which, all outward bleſſings were promt- MW - 
{e1, and ircedom from ſuch ſufferings 3 and f 


when bereft of all, held faſt his integrity; yet the Þ 
Lord goes on to affiic: him, and Jeaves him Wo 
wholly (ſaving his lite) in Satan's power. Had Þþ 


cd ) thoſe ſutterings had evidenced the Fuſtice 
of God; but now, His Smereignty: which alſo N 1x 
ſeems to be intended by that Specch of Goa to Þ -> 
Satan, (Ch.2.3.) Thou movedft Me againſt him, 
to deſtr oy him without a cauſe, 

Seventhly , Therc are yet other footſteps of 
Sovereignty, by which thar high and holy Attri- 
bute 1s farther illuſtrated to us3 As (namely ) 
the Lord's conſtant over-ruling the Deſigns and Acii- " 
ons of Men , to bring His own Connſels to paſſ; al- 
beit | improper in their own natuxe 3 yea, diſſervient 
thers- 
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hercto 3 and ſometimes contriv'd on purpoſe to pre- 
ent them : The Project of building the Tower of 
Babel, was to keep that rebcllious Rout together 
but it turn'd to their utter diſperſion. Laban dealt 


hardly with Facob, thereby to keep him low, and Gen. x, Pe | 
E:0 (crve himſelf of him3 but God takes occaſi- O & 
Eon hence, to give him Laban's ſubſtancez and 


that by Laban's conſent and agreement, Gen. 29. 

27. and Ch, 30.27.43. To obviate Foſeph's Dreams, Gen« 37. 9, 
bis Ercthren (ell him into Egypt3 and by this 1: 
means, the Lord kceps them all alive, and ac- 
complithcth that honour to Joſeph, which they ch.42.6. 
ſettly intended to prevent, Pharaoh lays inſupera- Ch.50.204 


| ble burdens on the Pcople, to diminiſh them 3 and 

E the Lord Multiplies them under it 3 The more they 

| were oppreſſed , the faſter they grew, Exod. 1. 12. _ 

# 7acol's diſimulation and palpable abuſe of his Gen. 27, 


Fathers intirmity, was made a means of obtain- 


| 10g his bleſſing, though contrary to his Father's in- 
# tendment, Moſes, a keeper of Sheep, a Man ſlow Exod, 3. 
| ct {pecch, and one that had no mind to the work 3 1» 1% 
{ ſhall be God's Ambaſſadour to Pharaoh, ( the Ch. 4. 10, 
| proudeſt and molt inflexible Monarch upon © 13- 


Earth ) and bring Iſrael out of bondage. And 

who ſhall be His Commander in chiet, to deliver 

His Pcople from their potent oppreffors? but 

Deborah, a Woman, At another time, Gideon, 

whoſe family was poor in Manaſfſeh, and he the leaſt Judg 484+ 

i is father's houſe : And though he had a nume- Ch,6. 15. 

01S and powerful Enemy to deal with, and (one 

would think) had need of all the hands he could 

make, to hight them3 yet, his Army of two and 

thirty thouſand, mult bc reduced to. three hundred 

Men 3 and they to have no other Arms, but 
Trumpets 
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Fudg 5, Trumpits and Lamps in their Pitchers: and by 
"Zo theſe He delivers them trom that huge Hoſt. And 
Ch.1% 15, much like this , was Shamgar s killing 11% Nun- 
dred Men with an Ox-goad 3 and Sampſon a 
thouſand, with th: Jaw-bone of an Aſs. It may 
further be traced, in His producing contrary ef- 
te&ts by the ſame? cauſe 3 and then agam, the 
Exad. 4 {amc effect by cauſes contrary, So Daniel had a 
9&7 tfiirer Countcnance with Pulſe and Water, than 
thoſe who eat of the King's own proviſion, Dan, 
1.15, Incaufing the wrathof Man to turn to 
His praiſe 3 which in the nature and tendency of 
It, 15 to deſtroy them that praiſe him. By His 
_ catching the wiſe in their own crattineſs 3 and 
os 12. cauſing them to tall by their own deviſes, plun- 
Pſes.to. ging them in their own ditch, 1 Kings 22, 20,22, 
Hefter 7.10 30, 34.ver, The perſecution of the Saints at 
Zeruſalem , was deſigned to ſuppreſs the Do&rine 
ot Chriſt; which yet was thereby diſperſed into 
many Countries, and cauſed to grow mightily: 
| me 82-4» So, the Preacher's impriſonment proved to the 

- Ile — | 5 
furtherance of the Goſpel. And fince the Scrip- 


2+ 14» 


tures were finiſhed , Humane ſiories, and our 
own obſcrvation , do abundantly ſtand for the 
Matter in hand : Do but conlider how it pre- 
valled, to the dethroning of Satan, and turning 
the World upſide down 3 and this by means the 
weakeſt and moſt unlikely ( to Reaſon ) that 
could be pitch'd upon : Not the Sword and 
Spear; the Bow and Battle-axe 3 the Bardcd 
Horſe, and the Martial Heroes of the Earth; 
but by the bare Word of God: And this, not 
by the hand of the Learned, Scribes and Phariſees, 
Lawyers, DoGors, Pocis, Philoſophers z but by poor 

| illiterate 
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Hiterate F iſhermen , Carpenters , Publicans , Tent- 
1thers : And who ſhall be the Subjects and Par- 
y Militant of this never-to-be-conquered King- 


2 om ? Not the Wiſe and Prudent, Mzghty and 
y Noble; but Babes, the Poor, Weak, Baſe, Deſpiſed, 
f- {nd things that are not ; and by theſe He con- 
he {Wounds the things that are. And by what Arms # 
a WPiticnce and Faith in the Blood of the Lamb. 


Conſider alſo, the conſtant perſecxtion of the 
hurch, and that by Mcn of all forts, efpeci- 
to I thoſ of greateſt Power and Policy; the bar- 
barois evaſtations that have been made upon it 
is nd with what implacable enmity the World is 
id {decd againſt it 3 and that yet it ſtands anvinci- 
n- {W'e, and is ſtill getting ground; ye cannot but ac- 
2, Fnoylcdge, the evident foot-(teps of Soverezgr 
at {Worcr, That the Moſft High beareth Rule over all ;, 
ne ſMnd as for the Counſels of the wiſe, He turneth hens 
to {Pickard Ifa. 44.25. Dan. 4. 25,26. 

y:  Ughthly, An eſpecrz? Ray of this glorions Fowe 
he Ir, thines forth in God: 5 actual p edommating the 
on Foirits of Mcn; «as at frii, inchootngs fo now, 
ur Wn Calling and Conver: ne whom He will. Onc 
he ould think that a Ritional being thould better 
c- Wilcern his own intereſt 3 and out "of chuice, com- 
1g Wy with the will of his Maker, as who mutt 
e Weds belt know whar 1s beſt for His Creature 3 
at WÞ:d who, in Reafon, can have noother delign up- 
1d 1 him, but his own e500d. But, we tind 1t 0- 
2d Frawiſez the belt things degenerated rurn the 
13 Forlt, 2nd arc hardleli reduCd. Of all Crca- 
ot Frcs, Man fallen, doth moſt avert, impugu, and 
's, my when God would turn him out or his na- 
Jr ural courſe; notwithſtanding, that che ſorelt of 
te C evils 


1 Cor. Is 27 


Rev.12.11 
Ch.ty, 12g 


it (elf with 2 yet-morc alioniſhing Glory, 1nH 
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evils do attend his preſent fſfate 3 and all de- 
firable happineſs would apparently follow his 


change. Yet, ſo weddcd he 1s to his Lutts, and C- 
head-ſtrong in his Own Will 5 that none of cthele or 


things move him : But On he goes, and On he 
will; yea, though an incenſcd Angel, with 
drawn Sword, ſhould witliftand him. To cruſh 
them to nothing ,, or break them zn preces , were 
eafily cticdtcd 3 a little of Divine Powcr would 
do that : But, to humble a proud and lofty Spirit 
To ſoften and melt an obdwrate hcart > To tame, 
meeken, and reconcile, a Sanguinary Rebel , T 
change the very anwards of One habituated it 
Sin and enmity againli God , and make hum ply: 
able to Divine 1mprefſions3 This highly pre 
claims the exceeding Greatneſs of His Power: 
*tis a glorious Trophce of Divine Soveragnty 
Which alſo is tarther conſpicuous, in Mazntun 
irg the work bcguns and bcaring it on throug 

all oppolitions: For, there nccds the ſame Pow 

cr to preſerve the new Creation, as at hilt tt 

raiſe it: The Way of God bcing altogethe 

upwards and {upernatural, there's a great prone 

neſs in Creatures to Revolt trom it 3 ( ike 
Rolling Stone on the licep of a Hill ) The Kt 

mains of old Nature., wauld Torrent-like þ& 

down all, if Sovercign Tower did not bar-u 
che One, and ſuſtain the Other. For a ſþ.rk ( 

Divine Nature to live in the Breaſt of a /afll 

Creature, is as great a Miracle, and as high 

eftc&t of Sovereign Power, as all the IntianG 

before cnumerated, and more. 
Ninthly, The Sovereignty of God proclaill 


Et 


% Wl, 
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Eternal diſpoſurc of Men's Everlaſting conditi- 
on: To ſhew, or not to ſhew Mercy to pcrſons 
equally dignified, (or rather indignihed ) in 
themſelves; To make of the ſame Lump, one 
Veſſel to honour, and another to diſhonour 3 is 
the ſublimeK A , and moſt apparent demon- 
firation of Sovereign Power concerning Men. The 
Reaſon of which, (and that to ſatisfaction } 
"Wzicht have been given, and world; had it be- 
nited the Greatneſſ of God, or the Trult and Re- 
verence we owe to him: But, for the preſent, 
He is pleaſed to-give none other, but that of His 
icht; He may do what He ill with His own, 

Wd that's Reaſon enough. But, - 
Lafily , Moſt tranſcendently glorious, and for 
ver adorable, is the Sovereignty of God, in 
is ordaining the Man FESUS, who was 
oly, barmleſt, undefiled , arid ſeparate from Sin- 
ers; and was allo united to the ſecond Perſon 
0 make His Soul an offering for ſin, That the 
W--14 of Glory thould be made Sin, and a Crrſes 
Wis was ſuch a Tremendous Act of Sovercign- 
7, as never {hall be parallelVd 3 and ſhould 


therefore) forever ſeal-up our lips from reply-. 


Ing againſt God, about His difpoling of finfil 
Forms, Which thing, when ever we hear.or 
hink upon , we ſhould put our Mouths in the 


Bcforc I come to the Inferences,, I would add 

Þ Caution or two, to prevent thoſe finifter De- 
udtions , which our deceitful hearts may be apt 

0 draw from this Sovercign Truth : 

KB Firtt, See that you make not God the Author 

Wt lin, by cherging His Sacred Decrees with 

C9 Men's 
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evils do attend his preſent ſtate 3 and all de 
firable happineſs would apparently follow his 
change. Yet, ſo weddcd he 1s to his Lutts, and 
head-ſtrong in his own Will, that none of theſe 
things movehim : But On he goes, and On he 
will; yea, though an incenſed Angel, with a 
drawn Sword, ſhould withſtand him. To cruſh 
them to nothing , or brcak them 21 preces , were 
ceahily ctiectcd 3 a little of Divine Powcr would... 
do that : But, to hamble a proud and lofty gpirit 
To ſoften and melt an obdxrate hcart 3 To tam, 
meeken , and reconcile, a Sanguinary Rebel ; Ti 
change the very inwards of One habituated in 
Sin and enmity againſt God, and make hum ply- 
able to Divine 1mprefſions 3 This highly pro- 
claims the exceeding Greatneſs of His Power: 
"tis a glorious Trophce of Dzivine Sovereignty 
Which alſo 1s tarther conſpicuous, in Mazntan 
ing the work bcgun3 and bcaring it on through 
all oppoſitions: For, there nceds the fame Pow 
cr to preſerve the new Creation, as at hilt tar 
raiſc it: The Way of God being altogetha... 
upwards and ſupernatural, there's a great prone... 
neſs in Creatures to Revolt from itz ( like 
Rolling Stone on the licep of a Hill ) The Ke 
mains of old Nature, wauld Torrent-like þ& 
down all, if Sovercign Power did not bar-uf;; 
che One, and ſuſtain the Other. For a ſpark ( 
Divine Nature to live in the Breaſt of a laffe 
Creature, is as great a Miracle, and as high A. 
effect of Soverezggn Powcr, as all the Intiand 
before cnumerated, and more. 
Ninthly, The Sovereignty of God proclailt 
it {lf with 2 yxt-more alioniſhing Glory, in 
Etcrſ 


x Wl, 
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Eternal diſpoſure of Men's Everlaſting conditi- 
on: To ſhew, or not to ſhew Mercy to pcrſons 
equally dignified, (or rather indignihed ) in 
themſelves; To make of the ſame Lump, one 
Veſſel to honour, and another to diſhonour 3 is 
the ſublimeK A, and moſt apparent demon= 
ration of Sovereign Power concerning Men. The 
Reaſon of which, (and that to ſatisfaction ) 
"*Wr2i2ht have been given, and world; had it be- 
nited the Greatneſs of God, or the Truſt and Re- 
vercence we owe to him: But, for the preſent, 
"Wc is pleaſed torgive none other, but that of His 
icht; He may do what He will with His own, 

FWrd that's Reaſon enough. But, 
Laſtly, Moſt tranſcendently glorious, and for 
ver adorable, is the Sovereignty of God, in 
is ordaining the Man FESUS, who was 
aly, harmleſſ , undefiled , arid ſeparate from Sin- 
mers, and was allo united to the ſecond Perſon 3 


0 make His Soul an offering for fin, That the 
ord of Glory thould be made Sin, and a Crrſes. 


"F'!:is was ſuch a Tremendous A& of Sovercign= 
7, as never {hall be parallelVd 3 and ſhould 


therefore) forever ſcal-up our lips from reply-. 
1.08 againſt God, about His. diſpoling of finful 


YVorms , Which thing, when ever we hear.or 
Whink upon , we ſhould put our Mouths in the 


Bcforc I come to the Inferenccs, I would add 
WW Caution or two, to prevent thoſe finifter De- 
Juctions, which our deceitful hearts may be apt 
0 draw from this Sovercign Truth : | 
Y firtt, See that you make not God the Author 
Wt lin, by charging His Sacred Decrees with 


19 


Cantion I, 


C.2 | Men's 


Caution 20 


Infer. 1. 


A PraGtical Diſcourſe 


Men's Miſcarriages3 as if they were the Caf 
or Occaſion of them 3 which we arc ſurc they are 
-, any more than the Sun 1s the 
cauſe of darkneſs. Be it always remembred, 
That the Lord's Rejecting of Men puts nothing 
of evil into them nor ncceſſitates the will It 
only leaves them to their own ways, which the 
frecly chooſe: yet Banking them in, and ſtopping 
thei up, as He did the Fountains of the Great 


not , nor can be 


Deeps lett they Deluge the World with ſin, 


Secondly , Go not about to pall:ate, nor think 
to extcnuate your (in, by Arguments fetcht trom 
thoſe Decrees: That fin of the Fews in Crucity: 
ing Chriſt, was in no wiſc leſſened 3 becauſe th 


Counſel of God had determin'd the thing to be done: 


For, they perpetratcd it with wicked hands, Nor 
is any Man's Unbelict cre the le(s crlpable, trom 


God's Eternal diſpoſement of Mcns conditions; 
For, 1t is not upon that con{idcration, that they 
{rumble at the Word, or turn the deaf Ear toit, 
or reſiſt it : but from their own natural blind 
neſs, and cnmity againſt it. 

And fol come to the Inferences of this great- 
ly-1mportant Doctrine: And 

Firſt, From the Scriptures ſo copiorſly holding 
it forth, I infer, That the Doctrine of God's 
Sovereignty is a very teaching Doctrine, and ful 
of infiruction 3 and conſequently. that it is boti 
a Duty, and mnch for our Profit, to be well ac- 
quainted with it: And grcat conhdence I have 
That the tarther ye goin an humble fiducial dif 
quulition,, and contemplation of it 3 the clearer 
will be the Reaſon thereof; and the more uſe- 
tulnefs will {till appear to be in it. Let Reaſon 
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ut keep its own place 3*( that is, Iet it work by 
he: Rules of Right Reaſon) and nothing will be 
nore conſonant. thereto, than that the Moſt High 
wld bear rule over all, and Do according to His 
il; and that Men, who are Atoms of Clay a- 
imated by his breath ſhould own Him tor 


heir Sovereign Lord, and accordingly ſubmit to 


im3 yea, though ſo it were, that our own 
erſonal welfare were not concerncd in it: It 
ll be of ſingzlzr Uſe and Moment to us, in the 
hole of our lives: Nothing, like this, will al- 
Jay thoſe Carnal Reaſonings, which are {o un- 
reaſonably prone to put-in their Verdict of Spi- 
ritual things (which yet%, Carnal Reaſon hath 
no cogniſance of ) and will (indeed) be ſilenced 


by nothing cIſc : The Apoltle, therefore, thinks zyn.9.15, 
them not worthy a further Reply, whoſe captioies 20,218 


MEnquiries the Sovereigntyot God will not fatishe. 


O, that the glory of this High Attribute might 
hide Pride from Men ! 

A ſecond Infercnce, which naturally flows 
trom this DoGdtrine, is that of the Pſalmiſt : Oh, 
come, let us Worſhip, and bow down , and kneel be- 
fore the Lord our Maker, Let us give Him the 
plory of this great Attribute, by a Real and 
Pretjical Owning that indiſpenſible Bond of O- 
bedicnce, which it lays upon every Creature : We 
are highly obliged by it, both in point of Sub- 
jcction, and in point of Faith, 

1. In point of Swubjecion , to His Laws, Ordi- 
nances, Providences. 

Firſt, For the Laws of God, and His Appoznt- 
ments : Theſe we are to attend. obſerve , obey, I 
cannot ſay , For the Lord hath need of them , (for, 
C3 neither 


Infer. * 


Pſi955s 
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| neither can our Righteouſneſt profit Him 3 no! 
Pſ.9.12. our Wickedneſi impair Him He that is Wife, is 


_ wiſe for himſelf” ) but do it. becauſe the Lord hath 
Proiqs: Il. commandcd 3 He is the Lord thy God , and wor- 
ſaip thou Him, This is that firong Reaſon by 
which He hath backed both Commands and 
Frohibitions: I am the Lord thy God , Thou 
thalt do thus: And thus thou ſhalt not do; I 
am the Lord : This He fcts in the Front of All; 
and with this he cloſeth the Rear, and Guards 
them on every fide, Moſes brings it 1nas acon- 
vincing Reaſon, why we ſhould love God with 
; our whole heart, and keep his Commandments, 
= - (namely) becauſe He is the Lord, and He only, 
"8 Dent. 6. 4. No One, therefore, may pretend to 
1. a Right of giving Laws to Mcn., or to an inte- 
bl reſt in their love and obedience ſave with rc 
{ib 0 {ſpect to God, and the Authority they have trom 
if lm. 

And though He ſometimes is pleaſed, ( and 
it is a great condcſceniion in the Great God ) 
by Arguments taken trom our own Good, to 
draw us to Obedicncez ( Do it , for it is your 
life: ) yet, in our Spirits, That of his Sove- 
reignty and Glory , ought to have the pretercnce. 
if To caſt out Ihmael.- was a thing, gricvous to 
=o Abraham but being Commanded of God, hc 
i. 
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debates it Not, Nor delays to do it, Therctorc. 

hold on your way, though ncver ſo great Ob- 

{curity be upon; it at preſent : Mind your duty 

in the nud{i of diſcouragcments: Do, as Peter, 

who, though he had Jabour'd ; all night, and 

caught nothing) yct, Maſter, ft thy command 1 
Luk? 5.5 will let down the Net again. 
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2, Be ſubject to His Ordinances : It He pleaſe 
co Command the uſing ſuch Means, as have no 
Nagaral vertue towards ſuch an effect, ( as in 
Myſes ſtretching his hand over the Sea 3 and 
ſmiting the Rock with his Rod: ſo, Water in 
Baptiſm, Bread 'and Wine in the Lord's Sup- 
per) Preſume not to ſay, 1/hat is there in theſe £ 
Godlineſs is a Myſtery, which only Faith can 
underſtand : There is no Divine Intticution, but 
hath Meat in it that you know not of > which 


| if rightly uſed, will ſpeak for it ſelf. It He pleaſe 


to make Clay of Dutt and Spittle, contemn it 
not3 but ſubmit to His Will and Way, and be 
thankful for thy Curc. Sampſon's Hair was an 
Ordinance to him which when he lighted, 
the Spirit of God left him3 and he became as 
other Men 3 and recovered not until it was 
grown again. 

3. As touching the Providences of God 3 ob- 


{:rve them, and ſubmit to them: look not up-: 


on them as Empty things: The leaſt may yicld 
you Inſtruction; as alſo, the Moſt xnlikely : Out 
of the Eater comes forth Meat, and out of the 
Strong, ſweetneſſ: Though the thing be a Riddle 
tO an heart uncircumciſed 3 Plough with His 
Heiter, and ye ſhall tind it. Neither look on 
them as things impertinent 3 But ſay (rather) Is 
there not a Cauſe, though I ſee it not? The 
[ord does nothing in vain, Neither yet look on 
them as things Contingent : A Sparrow falls not 
without His will; and the hairs of your head 
are all numbred : David was Dumb, and open- 
cd not his Mouth why ? Becauſe Thou Lord didſt 
+: And Shimci”s Curting he bears patiently, on 

| "3-4 the 
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2 Sam.1G the (me account It may be the Lord hath bid- 
IO, den him : A:d he loft nothing by it, 

There may be ſi:icha Mixture and Confuſion 
of things, and your expectation fo delayed and 
fruſtrared . that your troward untamed heart 

nay be 1cady to Wrangle it out Why falls it 
Eccleſ, 8,14 alike to 41!} Why to the Juſt, according to the 
IWork, of the micked, and 19 the wicked according to 
10 the work of the Righrems ? Or , why One event ta 
Wn + them Alls This is not to Enquire wiſcly : you 
| 1d rather conclude, and fay, (as the Diſciples 
-— 0ther caſe) The Lord hath need of them : 
hat is, He hath © 09 as to uſe ſuch a Provi- 
dence, to tulh] a Word. If ye would Calt fo, as 
to lye by your Mark, this Attribute of Cowes 
rcignty gives you the befi ground, Scarch and 
obſerve as much 2s ye will, ſo you take Faith 
along, with you; without which ye can do no- 
thing, warrantably. Faith is a {worn Oftcer to 
- tie Great King, and has a Rey tor cvcry Lock 
tnat 15 fit to be opened) It forccs nothing 3 but 
where it cannot enter. it tiands without , and 
waits a tf ttcr ſcaſon. Let Fajth alſo, be Chief 
Spcaker ;n all your Debates: And then, the Re- 
{ult will be, That Carnal Rcafon, and Preſent 
Senſc, (though very Tenacious and Ytubborn ) 
{hall yield the Caule, and let you go. 
The Sum of all, is this 3 That though ye bc 
not Conſcious to your felt ot any particular 
Cauſe or Miſcarriage, beltdes what 1s Common 
to Men, (wh! _ was thecaſe with Fob) Lay your 
| , oard pon Juzk Mouty, as Job did The Mojt High 
's. doth according 10 his Will This, even the proud- 
e!tot Kings acknowled; ped, when his underſtand- 
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ing reterned to him, and 1o will you: And know. 
That it your Spirit be out of trame in your 
prcſ-nt Condition it would not (at preſent) be 
better in any other. 

Sccondly , Our Faith alfo is highly concerned 
in the Sovereignty of God : For, it both obligeth 
to Eclieve in Him, and alſo affords Matter for 
Faith to work, upon. 1o theſe Ends, the Lord 
holds it forth to Abraham Onceand Again 3 Tam Gen,1741: 
6:4 Almighty, &c. "This was it, enabled him to 0 
blicv? he ſhould have a Son even whules the 
Deadncſs of his own Body, and of Sara's Womb, | 
wrought ſtrongly againli it. This alfo was that RomM.4s I9s 
made him fo readily aſſent to the offering up of 
this Son, when he had him. He had as much. 
to ſay againſt it, as could well be fuppoſcd: For, 
tne Proniuſe was, That in Ifaac all Families of 
the Earth ſhould be »bleſſed : which Promiſe, and 
tis Command , Abraham's Reaſon could not Re- 
conciſe: The Contradiction would ſurely have 
run hum down, had not his Faith in this Great 
Attribute, hcld fatt and guided the Reigns 3 ſug- 
zijting to him, That He who gave Ifaac 2 being 
trom a withered Stock, was able alſo to raiſc 
him from the dead : Abraham therefore diſputes 
It not Stands not fo much as to conſider upon't : 
but up he gcts him Early to do it : And hence 
he obtaincd that Honouraplc Title, to be called, Jam. 2-23- 
The Friend of God. 

Ye have feen Now ,, what Abraham did 3 Go 
y: and do likewiſe: Take hold of God*s Sovc- 
rcignty as yorr owns and to be improved for 
your good ; Faith gives a Propriety in any Attri- 
bute it Jooks upon and draws out the venues 
an 


Heb, 11.19. 
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and Influence thereof, for it felt. And there- 
fore, what ever difhculties are in your way, be 
not diſheartened by them 3 but call-in this S6- 
vereignty of God, by Faith, to your help: Re- 
member the ready fubje&ion which all Crea- 
tures do pay to his Word 3 by which alone 
C without Creatures ſervice) He can level the 
Mountains, and make crooked things ftreight; 
Reſtrain, Alter, Invert, and turn uplide down, 
the very Courſe of Nature: fo that That which 
15 Death jn it (cf, ſhall be Life to you. New 
Cords and Wyths , when touch*d by his Word, 
are as Flax and Tow, when touch'd by the tire; 
Tron ſhall be as Straw, and Braſs as rotten 
Wood : Therefore, lengthen the Cords, and ſtrerg- 
then the Stakes of your Faith: you cannot be- 
lieve for greater things, or better, than Godcan 
do tor you: Even Sin it ſelf, whichis the great 
(and in truth, the only ) Evils It is His Enemy 
zS much as yours: And you may be ſurc, He 
would not have ſuffered its being in the World, 
it He had not a Power to Correct and Curb it; 
yea, and to deſtroy it too, at His Pleaſure : Take 
hold of his Sovercign ſtrength , and your work 
15 done. 

But here alſo a Caution or two, may be ſca- 
{onably addcd. 

I. That if Death in the Pot have once been 
ficalcd, and your borrowed Ax-hcad, (ſunk once 
paſt hope of Recovery) have been brought again 
to your hand; look that Remiſneſs grow not 
upon it; Beware, ye gather not Wild Gourds2 
{econd time nor preſume to throw the Helvc 
aiter the Head: The Divine Power 1s too great 
b> | . 
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2 thing to be trifled with 3 or madeto ſerve with 
the follies of Men. | 

2, That you never look on this Great Attri- 
bute of Sovereignty, without your Mediators As 
witiout whom it would be matter of Terror 
and Amazement to fmners: It is He only can 
render it Prepitious to you. As Nothing 1s plea- 
ling to God, but in and through Chrilt 3 So. 
Nothing in God, 1s coratortable to Men, or tor 
their Eternal Good, but as it comes to them 
through Him : As Waters out of the Sca immc- 
diatcly, arc not potable, unleſs they be firſt de- 
cocted by the Sun or pats through ſome Vein 
ot Earth, which makes thcm Congruous to our 
Nature, F | 

I ſhall mention two particulars, of Neareſt 
Concernment to us3 wherein we are, in a {pc- 
cial manner, tohavercſpcct unto the Sovercign- 
ty of God. | 

I. As touching your own Condition , ( yorr 
verlajting Condition ) fubmit to Mercy, to Sove- 
reign Mercy: that is, yield your f{elt to God 
without Capitulating, or making Terms with 
bim: Thoſe Syrians well underſtood the mean- 
Ing of this; They put Ropes on their heads, 
and themſclves in the Conquerors hands, upon 
2n zncertain-Conjecture, ( Peradventure they will 
fave us alive: ) So do ye, although ye have but 
a | May be | we ſhall be bid, Mind your Duty, 
and Jeave the Ifſuc to God: Believe above hope, 
and againſt hope: Follow God in the dark, as 


your Father Abraham did, not knowing whether-' 


He would lcad him : Thus to do, is to give 
Olory to God, Therefore Fear the Lord, and O- 


bey 
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bey the voice of his Servant, even then , when ye 
are in Darkneſi, and have no light, (Namely, of 
His ſpecial tavour and Jove to you in partict- 
lar.) And though never ſo great diſcourage- 
ments are afore you, from the Guilt of fins com- 
mitted the power of Indwelling Corruption, 
and your preſent aver{nc(s to Believing) and 
hear withal, That Faith is the Great Command- 
ment : let your heart anſwer, Is it my Duty, 
(my Duty ) to believe? Nay, then 1 muſt. Re- 
member His Greatneſs > His abſolute Dominion ; 
The wncontroulablenefi of His Matters 3 That He 
hath concluded All in unbelief, That He might have 
Mercy upon All: (that is, That the Salvation 
of thoſe who ſhall be ſaved, might appear to be 
of Mercy, and be fo acknowledged ) To him, 
therefore commit your Cauſe, and commit 1t to 
Him as your Sovereign Lord, and fo leave it 
with Him And ſee, that you take 1t not out 
ct His Hand again, by your doubting the iflue 
of it: And know that then is your Soul nearcſt 
to Peace and ſettlement , when brought to this 
Submitſion: Be in ſubjection wnto the Father of 
Spirits, and live, | 

But, let not the Word be miſconſirucd: I 
do not mean by | Submiſſion ] That you ſhould 
be ſatished under a denial of Mercy, on the ac- 
compt of God's Abſolute Dominion : 1 cannot 
think That a Necefary term or qualihcation, 1n 
your treating with God for Salvation: For 

I. I do not hnd, that God requires ſuch a 
Submithon , as the Condition of obtaining Mcr- 
cy > Nor that He hath made any Promiſe to 
ove ſuch a Submiſhon, in order to that _ 

Or 
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Nor any inftance in Scripture of Mens having 
or endcavouring ſuch: a frame of ſpirit, in that 
buſineſs 3 Nor yet, that Men are any where tax'd 
tor not attaining to it. They are blamed in- 
dced, and that worthily, for not ſubmitting to 
the Righteouſneſs of God 3 ( that 15, tor not Re- 
and WW nouncing their own, and flying to that of Chrilt:) 
nd- FF And this blame-worthineſs you cannot eſcape, 
ity, WW it inding your ſelf loſt and undone, you will 
Re= MF not preſently run to Chriſt, without firſt find=- 
NM ing in your ſelf ſomething that may ſeem to 
He © commend you to him. 
ave *, Such a Submiſſion ſeems Repugnant to 
on IW Cod's revealed Will: For, if this be the Will 
be Wl of God, even our Sandtification 3 that we ſhould 
N, i bclieve in His Son, and love Him with our 
to WW whole heart; Then it cannot be his Will, that 
it W we ſhould be willing to remain in an unſancti- 
ut IU fiedEſtate., in unbelief and enmity againit Him 
uc FF which are the inſeparable Conjux of Willing- 
lt FF nicls to be ſeparated from God. 
1 3. Eccauſe the Promiſe of Eaſe and Reſt, 1s 
of | made to the Weary and Laden, coming to Chriſt 3 
not to a Contentedneſi to be divided trom him. 
I F And the Promiſe of Satisfaction , is to your 
d Murgrir.g and thirſting after Righteouſneſs Not 
= | *9 the Ceſſation of your deſire, without the Thing 
rt = which only can fatishic. 
N 4. Becauſe. to be ſatished without obtaining 
Mcrcy, is to be ſatisfied with an utter incapa- 
2 |} city to gloritie the Grace of God, and to- enjoy 
- || Communion with Him 3 which are the princt- 
>» £23! &£ad and Duty of Mcn. 


5. It is croſs to the Genius and Concreated 
Principle 
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Principle of the Reaſonable Creature z whichis, 
to ſeek its own ha 2ppineſs3 In any thing ſhort 
of which, it ought not to acquiecſce, ; 

6. Such a Submiſſion cannot be requiſite in 
Prepzratory work becauſe, that would ſuppoſe 
the highelt pitch ot Grace attain'd ( it yet it be 
a Grace, and attainable ) betore you believe 
and conſequently, that it is not a Grace out of 
Chriſt's Fulneſ(s; tor ye ar2 ſuppoſed to have it 
betore ye go to Him. 

And therefore , when I ſay, ye muſt ſubmit 
without Copitulating, or making Terms my 
mcaning, 15, ye are not to treat upon TIcrms of 
your own Making nor propound any thing to 
God, but what Sovereign Mcrcy propounds to 
you, as the Way and Means of obtaining your 
Great End: And great Reaſon ye have tor this 
Submiſhon'z tor herein les your interelt 3 thoſe 
being (1m truth ) the only Terms, by which a 


loſt and fintul Creatiire can bc rendrcd falvable, =g 
or capable of being ſaved: (as may turther ap- © 


pear 1n the Sequel of this diſcourſc.) 
T think (with humble ſubmiflion) that it any Þ © 
Point of time may be ſuppoſcd before the Dc- 


cree, it was Then that Abſolute Dominion bore 4 
ſry ay : But, ever fince Ele&ion came in, it 1s G 
Grace that Reigns: Not, that Sovereignty 1s ceaſed, x 
but trznsferrd<Before > it was in Power, but now . 
in Gracez In Grace, as touching the Ele&; and 4 
in fuſtice, rſpeing the Refft, Grace is tie ſW 
Attribute Cod delights to honour 3 And all the i 
other , are (it I may fo ſpeak ) Subjeats of ths; N} 1 


Even Chrijt Himſelf was made a Servant. to pCr- c 
torm the pleaſure of his Grace, 
So 


| of God's Sovereignty, &c. 


$& then. That you are to ſubmit unto, is the 
ood pleaſure of God's Will, as held forth in 
he Covenant of Grace undertaking for, and 
crtectly able to fave you; and as having his 
ovcrcign Power engaged to make it good: 
Vhich ſeems the ſcope of that paſſage in Moſes 
his Prayer for the People, when they had high- 
ly provoked God 3 Let the power of my Lord be 
Great, according as Thou haſt ſpoken, &c. Tt was 


Ito pardon, and ſtill to own them for His People, 


And to this agree all thoſe Scriptures which 
hold forth the Power of God, as the ground of 
Faith; as that by which He 1s able to pardon 
fin, to ſubdue iniquity , and to hold your Souls 
in life: You are therctore dirccted, if ye will- 
have Peace with God , to take hold of His ſtrength : 
Which cannot. be meant of 4 Contentedneſſ in ha- 
ving that fixertgth put forth to deſtroy, but as 
bcing perfectly Able, and engaged by His Cove- 
nant to Save you, As to the time when He will 
manitecft his Love to you As alfo touching the 
manncr and meaſure of His diſpenſing it 3 the 
good pleaſure of God's Will is cxpreſly, and 
with all quictneſs of ſpirit, z:tg be ſubmitted un- 
to: But as to the thing it Vgou ought not 
to be ſaid Nay: but as he who had power with 
God, and prevaiFd; He wept , and made ſuppli- 
catzon, but ſtill refolv'd, 1 will not let thee go, 
except thou bleſs me, 

2. As for the other nearclt Concernment , 
touching, your Children , deal in like manner tor 
them, by ſabmitting them to the ſame Mercy. 
It is true, That next to your own Perſonal 
Salvation, there cannot be a greater Evidence 
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of God's Love to vou, than to chuſe your Chil- 
dren attcr you nor any thing more dchirable 
to you: Thcrefore Command them, and Tnſtrud 
them , to keep the way of the Lord, That He may 
bring on them the Blefling vou moſt defire for 
them : But be not Over-ſolicitous, and caſt down, 
becauſe you ſee not yet, the Marks of Election 
upon them: The Lord doth not (indeed) bind 
Himilclt to take all a Belicvers Childrens nor 
doth He limit Himiclt from taking any others: 
Therc 15 nothing declared touching His Pur- 
poſe to take A!l the One, left they ſhould trom 
thence take occation to be remiſs in their Du- 
ty; (which, till Converſion, 1s very natural to 
ns) nor doth He exclude the Children of 0- 
thers3 For, that might diſcourage and weaken 
their hands to that which is good. In this various 


difpcniing of His Evcrlatting Love He 1s plea» 


{ed foto referve His Liberty and Sovercign Pre- 
rogative, that He greatly manitelts His Loveto 
Believers, in fo frequent a chuling of thcir Secd: 
An the Freencſs of His Grace, in not-rejccting 
altogether, the Scud of others. 

Thirdly, How happy and Sovercignly blct- 
ſed are thoſe who have an Intcreſt in this Great 
and Sovercign Lord! © Bc the Earth cver fo un- 
* quict , and the tumult of 1t cvcr fo boyfterous 
* and unruly; the Lord is above them. He fits 
*on the Waters, (as 2 Princc in his Chariot) 
* outding allas He will: He 1s that Great Dicia- 
© ror, whoſe Word is a Law indecd : It He but 
*fay, Come, Go, Do this; there nceds no more. 
* Who would not bc the Subjcet of ſuch a Prince? 
* and much more His Favourite? And yct Nr 

ls 


of Gods Sovereignty, &C. 


þ Snag every Soul is bleſſed with, that 
| in trath, taken hold of His Covenant: For, 
a Bt cakes in all between the Two Eternities, 
ay Id Etcraity it ſelf withal: And the JON Or 
or ſcngth of the Whole, lies in thoſe few ( but 
pn, ry Compendious) words , | Twill be your God: | 
on hn the Lord would comtort His People to 
nd 57/7, and put on their Eagles Wings, what 
1or &loriouis Narrative doth he make of His Pow- 
rs: || and Sovereign Greatneſs! In 1ſz. 40. from 


ur- Þi2, to v.26, And then tells them, Thar all 


om Ws is Theirs,, v. 27. And it God be yours, All 
Ju- Fios arc yours: Who, and where is he, that 
to Wt (i; pplant you of His Bleſſing ? Tov may re- 
o- cc in His Highneſſ; the thoughts whereof are 


ren Witcr of tcrrour to other Men. After the re- 


ous rial of all the happineſs and Glory that Men 


lca- Angels are capable of, it ſhallall be compriſed, 


re- Fſthis, as the Original thereof, and ſum of the 
le, Bleſſed are they whoſe God the Lord is ! 

Fourthly, We may ſce here, the Reaſon Why 
d doth ſomctimcs defer to Anfwer the Doubts 
' Queries we ftick at, and moſt delire to be 
vlv'd about: It is not only to ſhew 15 Sove- 
gnty; but to bring our hearts to a ſubmiſs 
 praciical acknowledgment of it. Moſes was 
[owing to go on his Meſſage to Pha- 
firs Þ: Many: pretences he had. to put it by3 
ot) Þþ-n as the danger he mighe be in for killing 
itia- Exyptizn was the bottom-Objecion,(though 
but Flrcaks it not out.) Indced, the Men who 
10x Wit his life, were now dead : Which, if the 
nce? Wd had told Jn of, at firſt; all thoſe exen. 


pleaſed 


th15 had ( probably ) been ſpared, But He was 
D 


P[.144- 153. 
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Exo9.2.11. picaſed to conceal it from him, until he hat 
FR mon \, brought him toa full compliance with His Wil 
ect 2 and then revcals it to Him UVnask'd, $0 like 
Fob, 42. 2, wiſe, He would not take off His hand fron 
6,7. Job, until he had well learn'd him this Leflo 
Say not therefore ( becaufe you hear not fron 
God ſo ſoon as you would ) The Lord hath fi 
ſaken Me, my Lord hath forgotten me: But tollo 
that good Refolution recorded in Ifziah I mil 
wait upon the Lord , who hideth bis face ( tor tit 
preſent ) from the Houſe of Jacob, and I mil 

look for Him, v.17. uf 
Tnfer,5, Fitthly, Let no Man then, who will fay,T 
Lord He is God, preſume to intrench on HisS 

cred Royalty , by ſecking a Reaſon of his Dai 

crees, beyond or befides the good pleafure of: 
His Will : Even Sovcreigns of drft, will m 


Iſa, 49+ T4. 


admit it in Subſe&s, though of the ſame Moul? 
with themſelves. It is an Imperial Sccret, Th,” 
Chief of the ways of God: 1t belongs to HimſdF'® 
alone to know it: and the knowledge thera 
would not profit us Now. Beſides, there is of *- 
nough revealcd , of great importance to us, 1 
preſent ; on which to iraploy the utmoſt of off;*? 


V 
oy 


time and firength. By over-grafping we ma 8 
C1 


ſprain our hands, and unfit them for ſervid 
which lics within their Compaſs but we gaffe 
nothing. Thereforc, go not about to fatho —* 
this Great Deep: Who, but ef on&!ſhallow ut Try 
derſtanding,, would think to meaſure the ubb; 
by handtuls? or to give a Demonſtrative Kt RE 
ſon of its various and convertible Courſe the 
Remember that you Magnifie His Work 3 Þ S 
Fob, 354243 leſſen it not, by pretending to Conpreberts "4 
| FE alla | > 


of Gods Sovereignty, &c. 


Him ! 


mf ihe largeli Capacity, for Learning and Natural 
- oi undcrſtanding , are fo mightily Puzzelled and 
MY ebyrinth'd in Spiritual Matters particularly 
ſci: Doctrine of Elcc&tion : Why they do fo 
frongly oppofe-it» andare fo hardly Reconcil'd 
With it : They-axenot (in truth,) ſubdued to the 
 i{Pofrine of God's. Sovereignty : And theretore, 
whiles in diſcuſſing thoſe Points of Faith 3 they 
; {ge as their Natural Optick repreſents them 
:. cſtiicy loſe both themſelves, and the Truth: which 
Wict, (in ſomedegree) is made known unto 
Babes, (Men of low. ſtatuxe to them ) whoſe ſpi- 
Its the Lord .hath' ſubdued, to reſt contented 
wich what their Father is pleaſed to tell them 
ind for the reſt, (as, namely, the Manner and 


Ire ( 
1 m 
Voul 


TRIF20d Lor 1 
econ of God's Diſpoſements and Diſpenſati- . 
m_ they live by Faith in his Righteouſneſs; 


- is {ting for the day that ſhall reveal all things 3 
Win the Tabernacle of God, which yet 1s 1n 

of oÞ-ven, ſhall be Jet-down among Men, ( or 

hey taken up into it ) and theſe hidden thingsof 

Sovcrcignty , ſhall be more openly known a- 

Onglt them. ; | 

Lattly, This Doctrine of God's Abſolute Do- 


e m1 
ſexvi 
[© gal 
fatholl 
wy union, clears away all that Madc-ground and 
Wubbiſh, which the Principles of Free-Will 
race, do found their Elc&ion upon and ſhews 
ourſeF* fic only true and proper Foundation of Scrip- 
Wl"c-Ele&ion 3 with thoſe other Important 
1 i uths which hold upon it, or are Confequents 
Lit; All which , have their Head in the Soves 
D2 xelgnty 
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WS:ndifie the Lord in your hearts, and fear before Eccle.8.17; 


Sixthly, This gives a Reaſon, why Men of Infer. 6, 


Infer. 7 
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rcionty of God 3* and deuaveaid thence, as River; 
arc from the Sea: as through His Bleiling and 
and Grace, may appcar afterwards. And fol 
ſha}l cloſe up this frfi particular, with that ho- 
ly Rapture of the Pſalmiſt, Be thor exalted, Lorl, 
in thy own ſtrength; ſo will we ſing, and praiſe thy 
Power, The Lord hath prepared His Throne in tix 
Heavens , and his Kingdom rulsth over all ! Bleſ 
the Lord, ye His Angels that Excel in ſtrength. Bleſ 
the Lord, all ye His Hoſts ye Miniſters of His that 
do His pleaſure! Bleſs the Lord, all His Works, in 
all places of his Dominion ! Bleſs the Lord, O my 


Soul ! 


OF THE | 
RicnuTEousNEss of GOD. 


Aving founded this Diſcourſe on ti 
Sovereignty of God, as the bcli and 
moſt Natural ground of Satisfaction 
(cr captivation) to Reaſon, touct: 

ing Eleion: Sonow, as a mcans to qualitic our 

Spirits, and Reconcile them with the Doctrine 

cr Sovercigntyz 1t ſcemeth expcdicnt to anne! 


that of His Rzighteorfneſs : and, I think, there 1s 


not a more evident Propoſition, than 


That there is no Unrighteouſneſs will 
God. 


"This is the Natural Adjun& of Divine Sovc 
reignty 3 which, asweare Indiſpenſably bound! 
believe 


of God's Sovereignty, &C.; 


bzlicye; fo to be well grounded in the Faith of 
© 1 Wit . will be of exceeding great uſefulneſs to us, 
ho- lin cvcry Condition 3 eſpecially under thoſe 
or} FWDariicr Adminiſtrations, which we do not {ce the 
th Cauſe and Reaſon of : When Matters of great 
th lmport, ſeem to be Contufed,, or Neglected : 
BlefMW Wien: all things in view, fall out alike to All; 
BlfſWand you cannot know either Good or Evil, by 
tha all that is afore you: IF ſhall therefore Collect 
5, nf /om: of thoſe Confiderations, from which you 
) [may tind (ome light and influence ina dark and 

Clondy day 3 and by which (as a Means) I my 

{.]t was drawn in, and guided to this Determi- 
—þ nation; before I had ſearched the Scriptures, 

exprefly, concerning this Subject : And they may 

{:rve, both as Arguments to Demonſtrate the Pro- 

poſition, and as Antidotes againſt thoſe poyſonous 
d | ContradiFions , which Carnal Reaſon and Unbe- 
lief, will be too often forging and flinging in up- 


19, 
1 the VN Us And 


and 
101 
Uuch- 
> QUT 


in Himſelf, before the World, or any Creature 
was made, He did not make them for any Need 


The Firſt is founded on that Infinite Bleſſed- Arg. . 
ncls which the Mott High God was poſſeſſed of 


We He had of them 3 but for His Pleaſzre : And if Rev. 4, I1- 


—- Hc nceded them nos, therecould be no Needor 
re ig} 4/02 why He ſhould make them ſz, or to 
ſuth an End-, as not to be Meetly over-ruled, 
and their End attained, without doing wrong, to 
ny, The Motives by which Mcn are induced 
ind ſyaycd to do Wrong, are chicfly Two. 
oveY I. To attain ſomething they have not : Ahab fIcw 
nd i N2b»th for his Vineyard 3 And Athaliab all the 
eve Seed Royal, to get the Throne: Or. 


witl 


_ D3 - TY 


1 Kings 21, 
2 Kings 11, 
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Exod.1.10, ſed the People, leſt growing Mighty, they thould 
ſhake off his Yoke, and get them out of his Ser- 
vice. Feroboam {ct up his Calves, to keep the 

x K,12.273 people at home, and firm to himſclt: And the 

als Zews, they put Chriſt to Death, leſt the #.ommans 

"TIO _ come, and take away their Place and 

Theſe Two have ſhar'd the Parentage of all 
the Opprefſion and Wrong-doing that have been 
in the World: Neither ot which is Compatible 
with our Great and Bleſſed God : For all things 
arc His alrcady He poſleſſeth the Heavens and 
the Earth, and all the Holts of them. with an 

Abſolute Power and Right to diſpoſe them: And 

what can be added to that which is Infinite? 

And as for Securing what He hath, Of whom 

ſhould He be afraid? For (1.) There is no God 

Iſa .44. 6: beſides him > TheLord Himſclf, whonceds mult 
know it, if there were Another, profefſeth So- 

wer. 8. Icmnly, That He knows not any, And (2) As 

| for Creatures, thcy arcall more abſolutely under 

His Subjection , than the ſmallek Duſt under our 

tectis tous: The Nations are to Him leſs than no- 

thing, and vanity, He neccd not fo much as Torch 
them, to bring them down; *tis but Gathering to 

Himſelf, His Spirit, and his Breath, and they periſh 

| together : Let the Lord but with-hold His fur 

r {taining influence, and thcy fall of themſelves: 

Put He rctmains the {ame to all Generations. 

Sccendly,, Another is founded on the Infinite 

Perfection of His Nature : This the Seraphick 

Heralds proclaim under the Notion of Holy, He- 

ly, Holy. It's Reduplication imports the highelt 

AC | | Perfcctions 


»— wt 
= _ An, 
. 


h <—_ 
—_— 


ne ac 
& 2454 wow 


ar gs 


(h 40.1 7Tc 


-wom—_ 
mathe——w an HW oo ww 
m __ —_ -— MR 
- - 


—_ 


Fob 34-14, 
15a 


—_ 


p—_ 


Jo : ”w = «4 —a » IT ws «: I A » w_ 4 my — - 
—_—_— ” ono ” 9 _ 6 : . . — Were - 
- o- S — = : ; pA —_= IS i * "ES * - 4 = ,% 
_ —_ = _ —_ - A—_— : % 22 Ky x = EY ww. Vow - _— _ . >2 —_— WI - o _ 
Du wy o—_ - _ - 
= - ” - — 4" 4 - - Lo _ PO 
—— A.” TNETTY EMS AEGTEPTRNT; | : hos = | RS os a "IT Or” 
Os.” T_T : VEIL, © [ Ws - eat "x z: - . _ L a FCS >. 5 Zn " - KEE. bas. 5F 
PT Sa - — " ” a n+, . _ go - Se On. 3 : a — _ "m Y - x _ = 
- — -- _ E 5 * -_ - 
ene ow $2 of _ = 4 5 h - oo - 4 IST” Aa as O - 16-4 * 5 '- _ 
zo F - nds 


— 


Arg. IT. 


2, To ſecure what they have: Pharaoh oppref- 


ref. 
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Yeen 
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er fetion. And Moſes (who of all Mortals, had 
creſt acceſs to God) puts it in the Front of 


that whereby all the Divine Excellencics are 
ammarily expreſs?d. The Rightcous Lord will 
Do n0 iniquity : He is of purer eycs than to look 
pon it, It's an high demonſtration of His Ex- 
IIncy, that He cannot deny Himlfelt that 1s, 
J: cannot do any thing , that is intheleaft de- 
ce, contrary to His Holy Nature: Nothing 
hat nceds to beRetractcd, or toalter His Mind 
bout it: His 7/11 is the Rule of Rightcoulnels 3 
and Righteouſneſs, the Rute of His Will: The 

Saints of old, were perfectly of this mind 3 Sh.2!! 

wt the Fudge of all the Eartn do right ? And the 

Apotile puts it asa Queſtion not to be anfwered, 

That if God were Unrightcons, How then ſhall 
He Judge the World ? 

Thirdly, *Tis alſo apparent from the conſtant 
Rule and Meaſure of God's Diſpenſements > which 
5not done Portzitouſly, nor Raſhlyz but with 
Deliberation , and Exacine8; He lays Judgment to 
tve Rule, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet He 
will not puniſh without a Cauſe, nor more than 
5 deſerved. Touching the fins of Sodom, T will 
go down ( ſays God) and ſee whether they have done 
| altogether] according to the Cry of it, Renders to e- 
ery one | according | to their Deeds, Rom. 2. 6. and 
gives them a | jult | recompence of Reward, Heb.2.2. 
He will not caſt away the Perfect Man, nr help the 
wicked, Eliphaz puts the queſtion with great con- 
hdence (as well he might) 1/ho ever periſhed being 
Imocent ? His Righteouſneſs is ſuch, that it even 
holds his hands until the Innocent be out of dan- 

F. "4 
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is Triumphal Titles, Glorious in Holinefſ! It Ex1.15.1F, 


Gen.18 25, 


Rom, 3» 6s 


Arg. 1 1]. 


Iſa, 23 17, 


Gen,12,21g 


Fob. $. 20, 
F094. 4.7» 
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Rev.” .3, 


Gen 19,22, 


Arg, I”. 


Nehe, 6*1.3. 
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gcr. The Angels were ſtraitly commanded, not 
to begin the Execution of God's Wrath on the 
wicked World, until his Servants were Marked ont: 
And when the Lord came to deſtroy Sodom He 
haltens Righteous Lot to Zoar, with this only Ar- 
gument, 1 cannot do any thing until thou be cont 
thither, 

Fourthly , Tt is further Evidenced, by the Laws 
He hath given unto Men 3 The ſum of which is. 
to do Rightcouſly 3 And the End of them, the 
g£c0d and welfare of the Creature.. Atter a thou- 
ſand ycars experience of Theſe, compared with 
theiſluc of Mens Inventions, they are acknow- 
lcdged to be Right Judgments, Good Statates, ard 
Laws of Truth: What an admirable Catalogu 
have wein Rom, 12! 

(1) Ot ſuch asconcern our Duty towards Him- 
{c]t immcdiatcly, this is the Sum: 3 Thor ſhalt 
Worſhip the Lord thy God, and Him only ſhallthu 
ſerve : Thcrc is nothing more cqual and juli, that 
to Worſhip and {crve Him whoſe we arc; To 
love and live to Him trom whom we have our lite 
and breath. 

(2) Such as rctcr more immediately .t9 0u! 
{clves; as Tcmpcrance, Chaltity , Moderation, 
Sobricty, Ec. Theſe (as is cvident to all } di 
orcatly conduce to our outward wcltarc, both In 
point of Hcalth, Ettatc, Poſterity, ec, (And whit 
evil Conſ{equints do Attend the Contrarics of 
thoſe Vertiics. might bc cvcry days obſervation: / 
Morc cſpccially, fuch as rclate to our fpiritual 
Statcand Weltarc: Cf which, morc particular!)) 
tndcr the next Arguincnt. "FF 

(3) Such Cun.mands allo, as reſpect our dv- 
ty 
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; towards Men Asto do Fuſtly tofhew Mer- 

/; to follow Peace with all Men Evcry one to 
mind his own buſineſs and not intzrmcddle with 
others: So, tobe ſubjc to the Powers that bez 

ndio pray tor thoſe in Authority 3 (the neglect 

f which Duty , may be a Cauſe of our diſquict- 
ment trom them 3. at leaſt, it may prove an eclipſe 
of our Jcytulnc(s in ſuffering, under them, &c.) 
The Sum of this kind of Dutics we have in that 
iznding uncontrovlable Rule, Of doing to O- 
vens, as we would they ſhould Ao itnto #F. 

On the contrary, there is nothing torbidden, 

22 what tends to our hurt : As, if 1t were necd- 
fl, might be demonſtrated by Inftances 1nnu- 
cable, 
| To this alſo, might be added, the ſtrict In- 
jJanctions that God hath laycd upon the Subordi- 
ne Ditpenſers of His Law as ( namely) To 
J 432 the People with juit Tudgment 3 not to wreſt 
j *1::ment, nor reſpect Perſons : yea, He Curſeth them 
mat porvert Fudgment > And will ſurely Reprove 
em tvat accept Perſons , GC. And ſhall Mortal 
Min be more jul than God ? Will He under ſuch 
P.naltics Command Men to do thus. and not do 
i) Himclt? 

Fitthly , Another Beam of the Rightcoulſneſs 
v1 God thincs forth in His putting the Matter of 
''r Duty into ſucha Way and Method , as rcn- 
"Us it moſt facile, and 15 moſtly conducible to our 
Lief End : As 1. To remember our Creator in the 
lays of our Youth : For, the Work of Converſion, 
nd Turning to Cod, mult nceds be much eaſier 
"en, than when habituated in an evil counle : 
for, long impenitcncy ( beſides the provocation 

It 


' 


h 


uW 


Deut 15.18, 
I9, 

Ch. 27.19. 
Fob 1; 10, 
Ch. 4. 17» 


Arg. I. ; 


42 A Pra@ical Diſcourſe 

it 15 to God) eſtranges the Mind more from 
Him 3 makes the Spirit more Inflexible , and 
harder to be wrought upon 3 It Multiplics our 
Work, and Subſtracts our Strength : For ons 
accultomed in evil. to learn to do well 3 and tor 
a Blackmoor to change his skin, are things of a 
like poſſibility : T's a very rare and dithcult 
thing for a Man to be born again , when he is 
Old. . 

2, To watch againſt, and ſuppreſs the firf 
motions of fin and to avoid what cver might 
be an Occaſion, or have tendency towards it: and 

Mal, 2.15. in order thexeto , to take heed to onr Spirit to 


_ 756 keep the heart with all diligence 3 to abſtain from all 
|| e TILKL ; » win] : | / 7 1Vinent atted 
Tad v.23, appearance of evil , to hate the Garment ff 


by the Fleſh , and to make a Covenant ith our 
Fob, 31. 1. YES , As Fob did : (For, the profeſſed practiſe 
of ſome Saints, is Direive to othcrs, and Equi- 
valent toa Command.) To keep an Enemy trom 
Riſing, is much cafier than to quell him being 
up 3 yca, to Nip fin when *tis young, is the rca- 
dy way, not only to keep it low, but to kyll it 5 3s 
the continual plucking off Buds trom a Trce 0: 
Plant, deftroys the Root. 

3. Not to do any thing,the lawtulncſs where- 
of 1s dubious to us > which, as it is a fin 1n It 
ſclf; fo it tends to obſcure to us the true light 
of things 3 and imboldens to farther attempts: 
So alſo, not to mind only the Lawfilneſs of 


Ro. 14. 23, 


things, but their Expediency 3 the not-hceding of 


127.6, 12, Which, provcs often an occation of fin to others, 
whercot we cannot be Guiltleſs : So likewiſe, 
1Theſ.s. 1g to cheriſh all Motions to Good not to quench 
Exo, 15,26. the Spirit 3 and to hearken (or liſten Gligent's, 
wh: 
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4 livers His Mind with a Still and a ſmall voice 
hich doubly obligeth our Attention. 


Ir , | 
| 4 In His preting with fo much weight and 
 Wccility, thoſe great Duticsof Faith, Love, Pa- 


tence. Sclf-denial, &c. (1) Faith, which cons 
1; Wits in ſubmitting to the Righteoutneſs of God 3 
aking hold of His Strength 3 and following the 
-onduct of His Wiſdom : And in order thereto, 
ſewing us our own finfulncſs, weakneſs, and 
ally; with the vanity of all Created Bottoms, 
which have always failed at the greateſt necd 
and {o, drawing our hearts to lean on Himfelt, 
11 Min whom alone we have Righteouſneſs and 
1 Riuingth, | 
wH (2) Love; This is a Powcrtul, Active, Can- 
G £&id. and Obliging Principle 3 It bears all things 3 
i. WW tvinks no evil 5 takes all in good part > makes that 
m | oth portable and pleaſant, which without Love, 
\o | would be both harta and burdeniome. 
i- | (3) Patience, and Meckneſs of Spirit : Theſe 
ac || mitigate the Dolour of any ſuffering 3 and of- 
r | {n prevent or allay the Storm that 1s riſing > 4 
ft Anſwer turns away wrath, Prov. 15. 1. 

It alſo breeds Expericnce 3 1. That any affit- 
+ | ion may be born, through him that fireng- 
\r © thens. 2, That afMiidtions arc all for our profit. 
o: © 3- That we could not well have been without 
of N them. 4. It alfo gives to undcritand the Lords 
of | caning in them, which the noiſe of tumultua- 
's, ting paihons would drown to us: And, as a 
ce, Mcans to work this Patience, the Lord ſets bc= 
-h | forc us, 1. That there isa Cauſe of every Cha- 
linings and that Caulc is from our {clves hers 

: tncre- 
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hat the Lord God will ſpeak 3 who oft-times 1 K+ 19.18 


Judgesk.3, 
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_ and 13. and the whole Church, 1ſ2.27.9. (3)T0 


Arg VT. 


. he kept Paul from being cxalted above meaſure 
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therefore, no cauſe to complain. 2. That Hea 
flicts not willingly 3 only when there is Nee 
and no more than Needs muſt. 3. That He hat 
many Gracious Ends in afflicting: As (1) Te 
humble for fin committed 3 as in Foſeph's roug 
dcaling with his Brcthren. (2) To Purge out 
Droſs 3 as in the caſe of Manaſſeh, 2 Chr, 33.11 


prevent fins we ſhould otherwiſe fall into, Thus 


(4) To wcan us fronvthe World, This he &x- 
peed from Baruch 3 and this ctcft it had upon 
Aſaph. (5) To exerciſe our Graces 3 as Abrs 
ham's gxcat Faith, by his various temptations; 
And Parxl was much under Infirmities , that he 
might Magnihe the Power of Chriſt, (6) By le 
ſer teraptations, and deliverance from them , we 
are fitted for greater , and our Faith ſtrengthen- 
ed, both to bear, and to gct through them; 
Which Greatcr, had they come afore, might hayt 
overturned us. | 
(4.) Self-denial : This is a Duty of ncarct 
concernment to us, fince we have no ſuch Ene- 
mics as Sclt-love, and Fleſhly Luſts , to War « 
gainſt our Souls, Theſe things confidercd will 
{hew , that David's Concluſion is Right and GC- 
nuine 3 Good and Upright is the Lord, therefore will 
He teach Sinners in the way : Evcn Rcaſon it {elt 
might tcll us (io be ſure, Sandified Reaton and 
Expcricnce will ) That thus to Command and 
Dircct , is to lead in the right way 3 and it 
highly Commcnds to us the Rightcouſncſs of 
God. 
Sixthly, It is yct farther madc-out, by His at- 
| hxIng 
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xing Rewards and puniſhments, to Good and 
vil works reſpectively , according to what is 
he proper Reſult and Natural product of them: 
Vhatſoever a man ſows that ſhall he reap : Every GaFs.7. 
Seed ſpall have its own body : He will give to e- 2 Core 1s. 
cry One, according to his ways 3 and the fruit of 1,310, It 
is doings. Holineſs hath in it, a Natural Tenden= Fer. 32.19: 
y to lite and peace : It is a Tree of Life : Grace it 18, 
Wd Glory grow from the ſame Root : Salvation Ie eV 
isthe End of Faith 3 the Flower that grows 
upon it : The Work, of Righteouſnels 1s Peace, x, 
Wzrd the Effet thereof , Quietneſs and Aſſurance 
for ever, It is ſometimes called, The Way of 
-MWiife, Prov. 12.28. Sometimes the Fountain. and 
WVe!!-pring of life, Chap. 14.27. And it tendeth Romiiets: 
ne to life, Chap. 19.22, For, if the Root be holy, 

LeſY the Branches cannot be otherwile. 

wil 'Tis fo likewiſe with Sin: Death follows Sin. 
cn-MF not oaly as a puniſhment for Delinquency, but 
mJ 25 its natural Off-ſpring: Original Corruption p,, ,, ,, 
ave is the Root 3 Sin, the Stalk that grows next upon 7 6G. 

tz and Death the finiſhing, or tull-Corn in the 

ly Er: This Pedigrceof it, ye have in James. Chap. 
nc-M 1, 14,15, It thcre were no Juſtice to Revenge 

a} Sin, Sin would be vengeance to it felt: Sinners 
VILE lie in wait for their own blood, Pro.1.18, It 15 ,, _ 
3C-Y their own wickedneſs that corres them, Jer. 2.19. "_ 3 png 
vill The way of Sin inclineth to Death , and its footſteps Ch. $7 F 
(eltY t the Dead: Tts fteps take bold on Hell. Unbelief 
nd may be an inſtance for all ; as out of which, all 
nd Sins cl arc derived : This was the Root of 4- Nw.14e 11* 
CY dans Apoſtacy.z andof all that Peoples Rebel- Rom1.1.29 
OY lions in the Wilderneſs, Faith is that which ny bs 
bolds the Soul to God, its life and bleſſedaels 3 
| Unbelief. 
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32. 17, 
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n - done thus, when by the light of Natural Reaſon 
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Unbelief, its departing trom Him 3 or the letting 
go of its hold 3 the looling of the knot 3 upoi 
which the Soul falls off of its own accord : And 
the fir/t ftep from God, ſets in a way of Death; 
As a branch brcaking off trom its Stock, dics 
it ſelf, This was Adam's unbelicts In all Me 
{ince, 1t 1s a Retuſing to Return, 

This Doctrine is {till turther confirm'd by the 

general unanimous conſent and affirmation 0 
Thoſe beſt able to Judge. (1.) They aſſert it; 
Fob, a Man of great Wiſdom and Integrity, 
( Not his like in all the Earth, Job 1.8.) and none 
{ ſorely afflicted 3 yct, ſays Elihu to him , (by 
way of Counſel 3 as what himfelf would do in 
the like caſe) T will aſcribe Righteouſneſs to m 
Maker, Job 36. 3. And, Surely God will not per- 
vert Fudgment, Chap. 34. 12. God is known (i.e, 
He is known to be God)) by the Fudgments which 
He” executeth , Pſal. 9. 16, The Lord is Upright: 
there is no Unrighteouſneſs in Him , Pal. 92. 15, 
Ele loveth Righteouſneſs, and hateth Iniquity , Pſal, 
45+. 6,7. The Scepter of His Kingdom is a right 
Scepter, ver. 6. Righteouſneſl and Fudgment ate the 
habitation of His Throne. That True and Righteols 
are his Fudgments , is the voice of thote in Hca- 
Ven. 

(2) They ſubmit to it, even then when molt 
provoked by Mens injurious dealings with thcm 
tor His ſake and when the Lord's own Hand 
hath been moſt ſevere towards them : Aarot 
held his Pcace, Levit. 10.3. It is the Lord (faith 
Eli) let Him doas ſeemeth Hint good : Hezekiab al- 
ſo, Good is the Word of the Lord. Yea, they have 
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hey could ſee no reaſon for it : Witneſs Fob 3 


| vho, when plundred of all , becauſe he feared 


od, and eſchewed evil 3 and could juſtifie him 
4t to the height, as to any hypocrifie : yet ſays 


Conteflion 3 Our Fathers cryed unto thee, aud were 
delivered but T , though day nor night I am not ſi- 
lent , Thou heareft me not : How does He cloſe His 
Complaint ? Not , Thou dealeſt more hardly 
with Me who leſs have deſerved it 3 but | Thow 
art Holy, ] Jeremy, indeed, began to object , be- 
cauſe the way of the Wicked proſpered, and they were 
habpy that dealt treacherouſly : But , he preſently 
bethinks himſelf, withdraws his Plea, and yields 
the Cauſe 3 Righteous art thou , O Lord, when I 
phad with thee, T might inſtance the Suffrage, e- 
ven of wicked Men 3 and of the moſt obqdurate 
among them 3 whoſe Conſciences, at times,have 
inforced their Confeflion of this Truth 3 and 
the Teſtimony of an Adverſary proves ſtrongly. 
Pharaoh ſubſcribes to it 3 The Lord is Righteous, I 
214 my People are wicked. As alſo doth Adonibe- 
2k , and Saul, Fudg. 1.7. 1 Sam. 24. 17, 19. 

(3) The Saints Triumph in the Righteouſneſs 
of God (as well they may) and call upon others 
to do the like 3 The Lord Reigneth , let the Earth 
Earth rejoyce, Pſal. 93. 97+ 29. O, Let the Nations 
be glad, and ſing for joy 3 for thou ſhalt Tnage the 
People Righteouſly : Let the Heavens rejoyce, and the 
be zlad before the Lord ; For, He cometh, For He 
cometh to Fudge the Earth, &c. And hence it 
was, that Parl, and the reſt of them, though the 


preſent ſenſe of their ſuffering was grievous 3 
yet 


he. I will make ſupplication to my Fudge, Look J95 9-154 
on our Lord and Saviour Himſelf, and ſee His 
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yct they gloricd in them 3 And rejoyced greatly, 
in hopcs of that Glory , and Crown of Righte- 
0.ſnefs, which God, as a Righteous Judge , had 
prepared for them. 

Fighthly > The Righteauſneſl of God is yet 
turthcr illuſtrated , by The End and Event of bis 
darkeſt Diſpenſations : Iſa, 10. 22, The Conſimp- 


tron Decreed ſhall overflow with Rightenuſneſs 


and nothing, cl{c ſhall be in it : His People, 


though long under opprefſion, He brought them 
forth at Jatt, with the greater Subſtance : His 
lſcading them about in the Wilderneſs, as it were 
in a Maze, forty years togcthcr 3 and bringing 
them back again to the place they had been art, 
many years afore 3 yet it provcd to be the Right 
wa! , and it was, for their good in the latter end. 
David's long Perſccution by Saul , made him 
the fitter for the Kingdom 3 and adaptcd him 
'or the Office of Principal Secretary to the Great 
King 3 opportuncly acquainting him with all 
the Affairs of the Heavenly State and Councel, 


. that arc hit to be known of Men : And by his 


Hand and Expericncc , they are Firmed to us 3 
and this amongſt the reſt, Bleſſed is the Man whom 
thou chaſteneft , and teacheſt him out of thy Law. 
We ſec it alſo, by the end the Lord made with 
Fob , He brought him for2b like Gold ,, and dou- 
bled his bletfings upon him : The Baskct of good 
Figs, were ſent anto Captivity for their good : 
Paul's afflictions turn'd to his Salvation : Even 
Chriſt Himſclf, whoſe temptations, ſorrows, and 
ſufferings were ſuch, as never were known by 


Men 3 thcy were intended, and accordingly did, 
_ pertect and inable Him for His Office of 


Ore Laſily, 


Mcdia- 
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Lafily , Conſider the Ele , thoſe precious Arg.1X. 
nuls whom the Lord had loved from Everlatt- 
| rg; and determin'd to bring them to Glory : 
«t. having finn'd, not one of them ſhall enter 
here, without ſatisfaction hrſt given to His Ju- 
5 Mice: Even theſe, He will not Juſtifie, but in ſuch ET; 
- way, as to be Jt in ſo doing, The Mercy- pang" 
\ Meat it (elf mult be ſprinkled with blood , Eſpc- with 
, Willy, conſider Chritt himſelf, the Firft Elect and 6þ.9-12,23 
lad of all the Reſt, and the Compact made 
zith Him 3 Who , though he were a Son, His 
loved Son, in whom His Soul delighted 3 yet 
t He will undertake for Sinners, He muſt ſtand 
n their ftcad 3 Al! their Sins muſt mect upon Him, Iſa.$3, 44% 
nd He muſt bear the puniſhment due to them: 
It was not poſſible that Cup ſhould paſs from him 3 
0, though he ſought 1t with ſtrong crys and 
2153 and that of Him that was able to Save 
im, who alſo loved Him as His own Soul : 
e was not, He might not be Relcaſcd, until He 
2d paid the utmoſt Mite. For, albeit that Grace 
Is $6 pcrtctly free to Men, in Pardoning and Sa- 
+ ing of them 5 yet Jultice mult be {atishced, and 
m Kirk was bated Nothing, This laſt unparal- 
P. Wd Infiance, and high Indication of Incom- 
1h Warablc Juſtice , doth greatly illuttrate the point 
1- Ft hind; Namely , That our Great and Sovereign 
d Wc mmnot but do Right. 


Ld 2 


n || Inferences from the Righteouſneſs of 
d God. 


d, £ Firſt, May this Doctrine prove an Eternal Infer. 1: 
i- Fiſt, to the vain and preſumptuous Contidence 
| of 
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Eccles#.11% of unpenitent Sinners 3 Who , becauſe vengeant 

is not ſpeedily execttted, have their hearts fully ben 

PP do 2 and ſet in them to do evil : Becauſe the Lord (a 

' preſent) holds His Peacc , they think He 1s like © '* 

Themſclves, &c, Let chem certainly know, thatfiÞP*"t: 

He is able to deal with them: And further, tha" 

His Rrghteorſneſs obligeth Him to vindicate Hin): © 

Exod.34.7, felt : He will by no means clear the Guilty , n {101 

be always filent: Though ſlow, yet ſure; and iy 

P/. 2,5 {irikes home atlaſt: He will ariſe to Judgment, nk. 

and ſet their fins in order before them z and reckon'*"*tl 

with them tor all the hard ſpeeches, whuch the dud 

(ungodly Sinners) have utter'd againlt Him; © 

The fight whercot ſhall firike their trembling fe, ar 

Souls (notwithſtanding their ftoutneſs Now)witl _ 

horror and amazement 3 and make even all thei ph 

Bowels ready to guth out : He will wound the hai tp 

yy Scalp (the proud and preſiumptuous hcad) oft” *! 

Pro, 7. 53. every one that gves on in his wickedneſs 5 4 Dart ſha 4 £ 

ſtrike through bis Liver , and down with him coffln® 

Fob,15.26, Hell, the Nethermolt Hell, in a moment. Why Incl 

then will you rum againſt the thick, Baſſes of h _ 

Ifz. 33+ 14. Bncklers ? and ſet Bri as and Thorns in array , FF} ſ 

Tb. 4 eaintt a devouring Flame ? Can dry'd Stu "ny 

dwell with Everl.ifting Brynings ? Did ever an) 

Ch. 27. 2, harden himſelf againſt God. and proſper £ No, 001 

never ſhall 2 W here will his Hop e be, when G0C 

taketh away his Soul! Therefore take up Þ( 

F/. 45. 1%: times, leave off, and know that He is God. 

Tr = Sccondly, Let this Dodtrine for cvcr vindicat 
4 the holy and good ways of God, (both thoſe H 
walks 1n towards us, and thoſe He comman 

us to walk in towards Him) from all thoſe ſenk 


le\s Imputations of Harſhneſs, Moroſeneſs, Nay 
Preciſene 


« | 
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IN «lt; 
ther 


of God's Sovereignty, Kc. WW - 


rciſereſs, or what=ever elſe the prophaneneſs or 
norance of Men can tax them with: For, as 
& ſaid, ſo it is found, by the certain and ſober 
pericnce of all that fear Him,(and againſt ſuch 
pericnce , no Reaſoning is to be admitted ) 1 
y, tis a General Infallible Experiment , That 
[the ways of wiſdom are pleaſantneſs to him that 
bs in them : which argues , that thoſe who 
ink otherwiſe, are ignorant of them 3 and 
erctore not competent Judges. *Tis granted, 
dd, that thoſe whoſe hearts arc in tneſe good 
2150t Ged, have their ſteps too often tarn'd a4 
& and go haltingly in them : But in truth, the 
ault is not in the J/Vay, but in the Men : There 
s ſome Fracture in their bones, or Diſſocation of 
Vns ſomething 1s out of order : A Creeple 
Wil! limp in Solomon's Porch, (on the ſmootheſt 
Pavement) when one that is found (Wind and 
nb) will run, and leap upon Craggy ground, 
cLaw and our Hearts were once at pertect 
ercemicnt 3 the diſcord came-in by our voſun- 
ir ſwerving from our firſt Make. Theretore, 
Mit not the Jeaft motion, that looks but amr) 
1 the Commands or Diſpoſements of God 3 
:t Jultitic them to the height , and taxe ſhame 
0 Your (e1f, as Par himſclt did , The Command- 

nt 15 Holy, but I am Carnal, Rom. 7.12. 
Thirdly, If the Lord cannot but do Right, 
dn Tot us all take hced of tin, which the Holt- 
ls and Juſtice of God arc {o incxorably bent 
gunſt; He will not Pardon without {atisfacti- 
n+ Ya, beware of Little Sins, (Little, I mean, 
icy. cltecm with Men, or in compariſon of fome 
neſaFders) Your Nearneſs to God will not excuſe 
E 2 you ; 
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Amor 3 2: you : Tou have T known, | therefore] you will Ip Fi 
- co ig niſh : Even Moſ's his Servant, tor oncc {pcakinlmini 
#72. * unadviſedly,was ſhut out of Canaan 3 and thougWthou 
he would fain have gonc into that good LandWWReaſ: 
and ſolicited the Lord much about it , as it hot b: 
would have no dcnial 3 yct the Lord would nape! 2 
hear him 3 Spezk, no more to Me of this matter, Tiffettiict 


Infer, iÞ 0 


Phil 2. 15. 


F4#b,22, 14. 


ſteps ar? not known, He that ſees not God's HardWccko 


make light of the leaſt fin becauſe Grace a 
bounds. 15 to fin againſt your own Soul 3 and ty 
make tl e precious Blood of Chriſt a conunor 
thing 3 (the leaſt 1s the price of blood 3)Althougt 
he love thee 5 and that ſo, as Never to take Hi 
loving kindneſs from thee 3 yet He will not I 
thce go altogether unpuniſhcd : Yca , the Lord 
may hide from thee the ſenſe of His love , andy t 
make thee feel His Diſpleaſure even to the breakeſoo7 
ing of thy bones, &c, For , He mult diſcounteÞy th 
nance fin and that tor our good, as wcll as toſſftion 1 
vindicate the Honour of His Rightcouſncſs. v4 

4. Fourthly , You that acknowledge Gods" 7: 
Uprightneſs, and profeſs to be His Children, Þ*1!! h 
convince the World of the truth of your Prinſvtiles 
ciplcs by your prazftiſe : Sew your ſelves to beſvayes 
His Oft-ſpring , by your /iteneſs to Him : Di Ec 
Fetly, love Mercy, walk Humbly : To be blam-"awet 
leſs, and harmleſs, and without Rebuke , is your«fne 
beſt Argument to Refute the World's Calun-Wr th 
nics3 and to provc your ſelves to be the Sons oF" oft 
God. Shew it alſo, by your Juſtifying God, cvenſſe2 3 
whiles He wraps Himſelf in a Cloud, and His Foot a] 


in cvery Diſpenſcment , diſowns his Sovercigh ite tit 
ty 3 and he that Repincs, denics His Rightcoul-Fþll 


neſsz Acquit your (clt in both. _ 
F itthly,Wict « 
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- Fifthly, Then let None Stumble ar preſent ad- {nfer.' 5, 
minitirations, nor admit of a ſiniſter or ſuſpicions 
oMthought, rouching this Holy Lord God : The 
(WReaſon of His Wayes , may be unknown , can- 
Wot be zjrelt > He ſees through the dark cloud, though 
ooo! 2nd I cannot, We know, the Lord doth not 
Wetficr willingly 3 and His people are in Heavy- 
ncls but tor a ſeaſon, and it need be : Then ſure- y pee. x. 9; 
j Tis meet to be ſaid unto God , T have borne cha- Fob 3431s 
fiſement 3 ( i, e, My Sin procur'd it for me, and I 
ave no cauſe to complain } IT will offend no more. 
knowledge his uprightneſs, and he will be gracious 
#:t1 thee, And do it, when thou cantt not fee 
the Reaſon of His judgements, nor their Tenden- 
y3 taking 1t (till for a Rule, That all the wayes of Eccle.3.14 
ak-WYO02 are perfet > Nothing can be pnt to them ; Nor 
$-'y thing taken from them, *Twas a good Reſolu- 
on in Fob, That though he were Righteous , yet Fob g. 15; 
would he not anſwer God but make ſupplication to J#b 13-1 54 
S's 7:dge + And though he would ſlay him, yet 
Ill he trift in Him : And this he would do, even 
r-Fybiles he thought he might maintain his own 

ayes bctore Him. 

Ec Patient therefore : The coming of the Lord Fam.g.n, 
'aweth nigh, who will judge the World with Righ- pf. g, 8. | 
erſneſs :; Let neither the Wicked's proſperity, 

7 the daily chaſtenings of His own People, be 
an oficnce to thee : Go-up znto the Sanfnary of Pſ.7%I7s 
14 There thou ſhalt know the end, It thall 
!Wp0t alwayes be carried thus 3 There will be a 
andFÞcckoning for the good things they had in their 
pr-F't time: when thoſe that have lived in pleaſure: 
uſ-FFill with that their Souls had been in thy Souls 
ad, under all its preſſures 3 And it ſhall be no |, 
yg of heart to thee, to remember thy Mortal 
E 3 and 


(N 


El 
Iſa, 10, 23 


F0b 33. 23, 
24» 
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Rom 8. 18, and momentany ſufferings ; when thou ſeeſt ſuch 
Heb 13.1 s peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs brought forth there 
by : When thou thalt be rapt-up with an holy 
amazement, and thalt fay in thy heart, T loft my 
Chilaren and was deſolate , A Captive,and Removing 


gotten me theſe! Wheuce- cane they! What root 
ſprang they trom! My Light affliciions were not 
wortay to be compared with this Glory | Hel never 
repent that he ſowed in ters, who brings home 
his Sheats with ſuch Foy. But as you go along 
to this your bleſſed home , and ſweet place 0 
Eternal Reſt 3 it may be worth the While to nw 
Zccle 8.12, minate ſuch Scripturcs as theſe 3 Thowgh a Sinno 
F5' do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonget 
(he goes unpunithed) yet ſurely it ſhall be well with 
them that fear God : Bnt it ſhall not be well witl 
Pſa 58. iI. the Wicked : Verily, There 3s a Reward for the Righs 
zeous  Verily, He is a God, who judgeth in the Earl, 
Rom. 2.22 And Hs judgement is according to 1ruth 3 And bli: 
fed are they, that wait for Him, Ifa. 30. 18. | 
Laſtly, All the Objections that are broveil 
againtt the Doctrine of Elc&ion,s Abſolrtends, 
Perſonality, and Eternity > The Pecaliarity of Re: 
demption 3 The Effic.cious Predominance of Gract 
in Calling 3 and Bclievcrs invincible Perſererand 
in Faith and Holineſs ; Would all be disbandd 
: and ſcnt to their own Place, Were this Un 
Truth, (which none, in words, will deny) 
but trucly bcliev'd and Receiv'd in Love 3 
That God bath an abſolute richt of Dominion over H 
Creatures, to diſpoſe and determine of them, as ſet 
eth Him good , and that, In the Doing therecf, 
cannot but do Right, © 


2 Core. 17. 


Infer, 6. 


' And foI come to the Matter kixlily intender: 
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to and fro; ( hadno abiding place ) who hath be-þ 
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JELECTION. 


He Dodrine of Elefion, containeth the 
whole Sum and Scope of the Goſpel 3 
And our Minds, if honeſtly ſubdued to 

he Dodrine of God's Sovereignty, cannot be 1m- 

plored about 2 morc excellent Subject, Ir is 
lcd. The Foundation of God > not onely, becaufe 
of the Sz->-reminency of it 3 but as a Foundation 

f His ozrn laying > Which God Himſelf and 

Ale is the Author of 3 and the Baſis whereof '15 

Himſelf : It is that Foundation which ftandeth 

vibM ve, and keeps them all ſire, who fitand upon it. 

a ELECTION is the pitching of Everlaſting 

th Lives or the Good Pleaſure of God Chooſing and 

le Decrecing to Eternal Life : Tt is the Great Charter of 

H-aven, God's ſpecial and Free-Grace Deed of Gift 
oh to His Choſen Ones , madc-over in-truſt unto 
ef M Icfus Chritt, for their uſe and benefit. Now, in 

Rell Dends of Gift (to make them Authentick ) there 

ace nuſt be inſerted, The name of the Donor, or 

ane Porfon that gives 5 The name of the Donee, or 

dl Perſon to whom 5 The quality and extent of the 

rll Thing that is Given 3 The time when it was done 3 

ny) The Conſideration that moved thereto , And in caſe 

vil of Impotency, -it is uſual and neceſſary to ordain 

Hf ome Friend or Feoffee in truſt, who is to ftand 

em (ci7cd or poſſefſcd of the Gift tor the Donee's uſe 3 
HY All which arc evidently found 1n Scripture-Ele- 

aion, and may be Summ'd into this Propoſition, 

E 4 That 


Prop, That there is a Peculiar People, who wer: 
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perſonally choſen of God, in Chriſt, accor. 
ding to His own good Pleaſure, and or 
aain'd to Eternal Life, before the Warli 
began. 


Before I come to a down-right proof of th:Þ 


Propoſition, I ſhall Firſt Explain the Terms, and 
Secondly Produce a few inliances of a lower kind 
of Election, Scil, to Mattcrs of a lower Concern, 
than That of Eternal Life ; which yet might be 
intended tor a Type, and Shadow of it. 

I. For Explanation : This word | Peculiar | dc- 
notes the Exemption or priviledging of a Perſon or 
Thing, from the Power of another, in whole 
juri{diction it was or {cem'd to be : It ſometimes 
{iignifies Riches or Srbſtance, which 1s of a Man's 
own proper getting, by Labour and Indultry : It is 
alſo uſed, to denominate ſuch part of a Mans 
Eſtate, as he keeps zn his own hands \ which our 
Law calls his Demeſne Lands. In all which re- 
ſpects, the Elec arc aptly term'd a Peculiar Pew 
ple : For (1) Though Satan be Prince of the 
World, and rulcs on every fidc 5 yet, as touct- 
ing the Eled, it 1s but an uſurp'd and temporary 
juriſdiction that he hath over them 3 They do 
(indeed ) belong to another Prince, to-whom 
their Chiet Lord hath given them 3 who therce 
tore ( in the appointed time ) will reſcue them 
from thac u{urpation- (2) They are the Lords 
Treaſwe or Inheritance, obtained by labour indeed, 
with Swcat and Bloud 3 than which, nothing 15 
more a Man's own, nor hardlicr parted with; 
Such was the portion beſtowed by Facoh on his 
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ebcloved Foſeph, even That which he got with Cen- 48.22; 
y his Sword, and with his Bow, And (3) They 

zrcthe Lord's Demeſnes 3 He keeps them in His 

wn hands z Tenders them as the Apple of His 

je; And will not betruſt them in the hands of 

Wthers > No not of their own ſelves. 


hg To! Ordain] is here the ſame as to Pregeſtinate, 
nd Appornt, Prepare, Decree, or Predetermine things 
nd ro come which was in ſuch manner done, that 
1 (tie Event always has, docs, and ever ſhall, juſtly 
be {Wuccecd, according t6 detignment. In this ſenſe 


Men cannot be ſaid to Predeſtinate , becauſe they 
cannot (with any certainty) determine oi things 
not yet in being;:But.all things were preſent with 
God trom Eternity 3 and His Decree the Cauſe 
of their Futurition, and Standing torth. 

By | Eternal Life | T underftand, not only the 
dats actual poſlethon of Bleſſedneſs and Glory 3 
nc which confitts in their perte& conformity to 
ur Gcd, and communion with Him) but alſo, what- 
re- ever is Requiſite thereto, by way of Right, Prepa- 
ev 7.22107, Or otherwiſe 3 whercin arc compriſed the 
he Þ bHediation of Chriſt 3 Effefinal Calling 3 and Final 
n- W terſererance in Faith and Holineſs 3 which are (in- 
ry ſ{dccd) but ſo many parts or ſubdivitions of Elc- 
doſWftion ; Ye have them all conjoyn'd in one verle, 
2m both as being appropriate to the ſame Perſons, 
rc-Wand as being inſeparable It is in Iſa. 62. 12. 
em © Where Thote for whom the High-way is caſt 
ds up, are termed The Holy People, ( there's their 
ed, W Election :) The Redeemed of the Lord ; ( that is 
15 Wplainly Redemption : ) They arc alſo ſaid to be 
ths Sgt -01tt 3 ( which imports their Effectnal Cal- 
his #ing i And 4 City not forſaken 3 ( which implies 
not - 
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Gen,12-3; ſhould come of his Poſterity : A wonderful hig! 
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not leſs than Perſeverance : ) And they are hereriaht 
put in SuccciHion, as they tall in order of time; Mei: of 


om. 9,23» Election is therefore called, A preparing unto Glo, Wood, 


Thcy were | Perſonally | Choſen 3 that is, theFYdolat 
Objccts of Election were fingled-torth andMnd yt 
pitch'd-upon by Name. And choſen | In Chrit, Wim « 
or into Chriſt | as their Head and Mcdiator 3 ThaÞ giv 
thereby all the Grace and Glory they were Cho-ſto 4! 
{in unto, might be Righteouſly theirs, and accorſh- /v:e 
dingly applicd to them. 3h 

| Before the IVorld began | The fame thing ford: 


brevity ſake is commonly called Eternity 3 and inicm 
Scripture Phraſc, From Everlaſting. WN01v 

[ According to his own good Pleaſure | This ſhewſpcnne 
the Root of Election 3 the great Bottom-GroundMwhict 
on which it is founded 3 Exclutive to all thingſor w 
elſe, as being any way Cauſal, Contributory, offS:0ck 
Motive thereto. PVIth. 


II. For Inftances of a lower kind of Elcction:W1t. 
Conſider here, God's Choofing or Deftinatingſy Tt 
certain Perſons by Name, ( and Some of them W464! 
fore they were born ) to {ſignal and eminent Serſt"em: 3 
vice in the World ; wherein they were PatternW1'z.c 
of the Eledicn we arc treating of 3 and may wells 46:2; 
be Reckoned a Collateral Proof and Eviden«have 
of it, the m1 

Abraham was pitch'd upon, to be the RooÞ'o «7. 
and Father of God's peculiar people 3 Whom: wboy 
would Ow: and Honour above the Nations of T! 
the World 3 And that in him, All Families of th 


cb F 
Earth ſhould be bleſſed: Which contains a Promil the P 


That the Mcſſias, or Saviour of the World s 
ns 


yea 


b 


Honour ! But, what was there in Abraham, th4 
mi 
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ihe Move God thus to prefer him above the 
de: of his Kindred ? Was he any thing more to 
:0d., or had he ſerved Him better, than other 
$dolaters with whom he liv'd? No, in no wiſez 1, .,. 4, 
xd yet, the Lord fingled him forth, and called : 
Wim one. And, in truth, no other Reaſon can 
Þ: iven tor it, than what 15 given tor Ris love 
to Abribam's Poſterity > He loved them, becanſe Devt.7.7,8, 
$}: 1-1 them, Nor was he pitch'd upon to be 
Ee Father of many Nations, nor Sarah to be the 
1ther of them, tor any natural #rvittinels in 
thc above others For, Abrahan: 3 body was 
Inw dead 3 And Sarah, beſides her Natural bar= 
rcnncfs, was paſt the Age of Child-bearing 3 
which occaſioned ' her to laugh at the Promiſe : 
For who (indeed ) would make choice of a dry'd 
Stock and barren Soil to begin his Nurſery 
Evith? In ſuch materials is nothing to induce to 
n Pit. 
in The ſame courſe he was plcaſed to take with 
bp 4brabem's immediate Seed : He takes not all of 
er tver but, Tn Tſaac ſhall thy Seed be called: Thus 
in ſrzc was taken and Iſhmael left, And though | 
vel 4or2.m's prayer was heard for Iſmael , ſo as to 
neeFbave him blefſed with outward things 3 yet as to 

ie mzn thing, God reeds him 3 and reſolves 
. —awiet his Covenant with Iſaac, who was yet Gen,17.19: 
$0 Thelike alſo He doth by Tſzac's Children 3 Ja- gen.2s 23, 
"th cob He Ioved, but Efau He hated 5 Which is both Mal.1.2,3 
uſeWY the Prophet's, and Apofile's expolition of thoſe Rom. 9-12, 
rl words | The Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger : ] And HF 
nigh this dittcrcncc was put before they were born 3 
hal 3ea, 2nd intail'd alſo upon their Poſtcritics : The 
One 
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One, are the people of His wrath, againſt whom 
8544.v.10, hath Indignation for ever , Their Captivity ſhall no 
18. Return, when the whole Earth rejoyceth they ſhall 
Ext 35-5: Jeſolate, 8&&c, But for Facob, > the Lord will bri 
them back to their own Land, and plant them, ani 
Jer. $41: ,,:1d them aſſuredly, and do them good with hi 
whole heart, But let be obſcrved, It was not fr 
cob*'s more worthy demeanour, whether foreſee 
or ated, that procurcd him the bletling : Eſa 
did more for it than he, and more ſincerely ; Kt 
Gen 2% $. hunted tor Veniſon, and tor tre Veniſon 3 {uch a 
ch.31-43+ his Father loved 3 which he alſo makcs ready, 
and brings with ſpced, big with expcctation & 
his blefſing 3 which alſo he ſeeks importunately, 
with tears and bitter crying, 

Now, what good thing doth Zacob do to in- 
herit the Bleſſing? 1, He goes about to invade 
Anothers Right 3 for the bleſſing belong'd to 
the Firſt-born. 2, He fecks to pervert the known 
intention of his Father, which was to bleſs Eſay, 
3. He abuſeth his Father with counterfeit Vent- 
{on. 4. He takes the Name of God in vain, to 
make his diſpatch the more probable. 5. He 
ſecks it by traud and down-right lying 3 He 
cloaths his Neck and Hands with the Kids skin3 
and roundly aftrms himſelt to be Eſa 3 ( very 
improper means to obtain a blcfling ! ) It need 
not be ask'd, which of the Two's deportment 
was molt deſerving ? One would cafily conclude 
the blefling to be Eſars : but lee the Event 3 He 
that carries himſclt unworthily, carries away the 
bletling : He that behaves himſelf dutitully t0 
obtain it, -is diſmiſt without it : And though his 


father bleſſed Facob unwittingly, and by mi- 
| ſtake 


Gen, 29.20. 
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miſtake 3 yet, when he came to know it, he was 
{0 far from reverſing what He had done, that He 
paſſionatcly affirms it 3 I have bleſſed him 3 yea, and 
he all be bleſſed. 

Would we know. now, the Reaſon of this 
frange, and ( according to men) irrational E- 
vent? It was, That the Purpoſe of God, according 
to Election, might ſtand, ( the Elder muſt ſerve 
the Younger ) Not of Works, but of Him that 
Caleth, And *tis wonderful to. obſerve, how 
God ordered the Series and whole courſe of this 
Tranſaction, as intending it a full and pregnant 
example of Eternal Ele&tion : For it holds-torth 
tous, The Sovereignty of God over His Crea- 
tures; The Freeneſs of His Grace, in Chooſing 
1n-W thoſe that are Jeſs deſerving The Sure Effet of 
de WM His Purpoſes 3 His wiſe and certain Ordering of 
toWſthings relating to ſuch an End 3 and His uting 
wa of Means and Inſtruments therein, quite beſides 
an, Wthc Natural Scope of them, and contrary to 
ni- MW thcir own intendment. 
to Then for the, Iſraclites 3 This people the Lord 


Rom.ge1T. 


He I Choſe in Abraham 4.00 years bcfore He publique= Lev. 20.26. 


He ly owned them ; They are cxpreſly term'd An 
n5 (Elec Nation, as being ſeparated from the Reſt of 
ry the World 3 An Holy, ſpecial, peculiar Peaple unto 
d £Gd; He took them for His Own portion, the Lot 
nt WY His Taheritance : Reade his own words, ( for 
de Wticy are precious words with thoſe to whom 
He Wthey appertain ) Levit, 26, 26, Te ſhall be holy wun- 
he Wt? Me; For T have ſevered you from other people, that 
to BW ſprld be Mine : Deut. 7. 6, The Lord thy God 
ws -th Choſen thee to be a ſpecial People unto Himſelf, 
n= Nabove all People, that are on the face of the Eanh : 
| Chap. 


Deut. 7« 6: 
Ch. 14+: 2. 
Ch. 26.18, 

19. 
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Chap. 26.18, 19, The Lord this day bath Avonchel 

thee to be His peeuliar People, and to make thee hig) 

above all Nations : Deut. 10. 15, The Lord had hy: 

delight in thy Fathers to love them, and He Chſt 

their Seed after them, even your above all People, &c. Mr; 

But were they as far above othcr Nations in grod- 

neſs, in greatneſi, or excellent demeanour? And wie, 

that it which intituled them to this honour ? No 

fuch matter 3 as appears (1) by the Reaſon there Wircy 

Ex:4. 19,5. aſſigned 3 Te ſhall be 2 peculiar Treaſttre unto Me, Wi. c| 

above all people, | For all the Earth is mine : | It 5; ic 

as if the Lord had faid, Fhere is no diffterenct hy 1, 

between you and other Nations 3 All theFart!, 

is Mine, and I may take where I will ; 1 amnot;;. 

tyed to any 3 I mighr take of them, and difcard},;.,. 

you 5 They cannot carry it more unworthilyſþrq ; 

than you have done, and will do ; I looked from 

Heaven, and conſidered their Works and yous) 

I fee that your hearts are faſhion'd alike: An 

(2) Their after-demeanour did abundantly vert 

Ifz 42.%, fe its and the Lord foreſar jt 3 I knew tht hot 

ver 4+» wonldſt deal treacherouſly, and waſs called a tran. 

greſſor from the womb , That thou woulF be 0b/i 

Fer. 32.30 nate, thy Neck an iron finew, and thy brow braff 

and that thor wouldit do onely Evil from thy youtYhe; 

2p : &c. What then was the Cauſe or Motive 0l;.q 

God's chooſing them above others ? It was Hi 

Tent, 5.8, undeſerved love and favour to them 3 He 10: 
Ch.9,4+ them, becauſe He loved them. | 

Corie to David : God had provided Him 

King among Fefſe's Sons, and Same! mult 8 

1Sam,16.1r, ©9 anoynt him: But it muſt be Him hon i. 

iz, Lord ſhould N.zme to him : Not the eldcſt or £290 1 


lieft Pcrſon 3 And thereforc, ſayes hc, ( " 
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hey paſs before him, ) The Lord hath not Choſen 
*s, Nor this > Nor theſe 3 But David. *Tis true, 
t: Lord did not mention David's name to Sa- 
w, but, He did what was <quivalent 3 for, 
hen D.wid comes-in, He tells him, This is he, 
{int him, And obſerve, This | he | was the 
oungeli, the meaneſt, and molt unlikely 3 ſcarce 
cckon'd as one of the family 3 ( for he was not 
rought-in among the Reſt.) Then, Note his 
T*Fircumitances 3 His imployment was to keep 
Me, yi Sheep 3 His exerciſe, what was it. but ſuch 
15s is rcckon'd effeminate ? He addicted himfelt 
nc" Wo Muſick : ſee alſo his Complexion or Conftitu- 
rtWW:n of Body, white and Ruddy 3 no promiling 
n0Eiracter of a Martial Spirit : And yet this Man 
ard or rather this Lad and Stripling) thus qualified 
MIlYBprd thus educated, he mult be the Captain of 
US: Lord's Hoſt 3 who yet had the greateſt enc- 
"15 Wits to deal-with 3 and therefore had need of a 
An lanof courage and conduct to be over them. 
vr FVcll! let David's Birth, Complexion, Employ- 
Wnt, Education , be what it will; Never (o 
oy: Mlikely in all humane reſpeds 3 yet this David 
wa 7 \nd he mt be the man, whom the Lord will 

' W-n0ur, to Rule His pcople, to Fight their Bat- 
Joy ©, and to do exploits. In this choice the 
"1 » Ord was pleaſed to ſct-by what ever is taking 
of Ft Mcn, He ſceth not as man ſeeth 3 1. e. He re- 
"Weds not Men for their Natural accompliſh- 
_ t for any thing,it mult be (probably) tor 
as wc cxccllent endowment of the Mind 3 and 
ot Wiſdom is of as weighty conſideration 1 
u F* choice of a Prince, as any other : But this is 
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he  Inducement er Motive to God 3 He refpetfs 
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Fob,37.24. ntt any that are wiſe in Heart ; And it He did, 
Was not here to be had 3 David had no Prin: 
like qualities above his Brethren, until aft 
wards z which thing 15 plainly intimated in t 
thirteenth verſe, where it is ſaid, The Spirit 
the Lord came upon Him | from that day forward, 

Thcn for Feremy, The Lord ordains him to 
a Prophet 3 ſets him over Nationsand Kingdons 
commiſſionates him to Root-out and pull-down 
To build, and to plant :&c. Why ? what hi 
Feremy done, that the Lord ſhould call him to 
Imperiala work ? Sure, no great matter 3 tor tif 
he was ordaincd to bctorc he was born 3 Befor: 
formed thee in the Belly T knew thee , I ſanciified th 
and ordained thee a Prophet, Jer. I. 5. It alſo 4 
pears by his own Confahon , how unmecet it 
was for ſuch a work, and how unwilling 3 [ c 


210t ſpeak for I am a Child, ver, 6. turn t 
Another inſtance may be Cyris 3 This ma[2854 


was dccreed to a great and noble work 3 It w: this 
Iſa." 44. 28, in brief, to deliroy the Golden Monarchy 3 TQI* P: 
Ch 45.1--5. break jn pieces the hamn:er of the whole Earth os | 
v. 13, To releaſe God's pcople out of Captivity, 4! 
to build His Temple : and this morc than 4 
hundred ycars bctorc Cyrws was born : The Lon 
ſtyles him his anoynted, His Ele, His Sheep 
and One that ſhould perform all His pleaſure : And 
Cer- 4,5 He calls him by his Nam? too 3 which 5 CvICd 
rcpeatcd, 2s a thing to bs remark'd : And t01N 
force it the more, He addsa note of Narrower 00 
{crvar.cc 5 I have called thee | even | by thy Name. 
Was Cyrus thus choſen, becauſe he would 
a puiſſant Prince; or did the Lord imakC hn 


puiſſant and victorious, becauſe appointed. fc 
| UC 


e 
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ich 2 work ? Hear what the Lord Himſelf (who 
bett knows the ground of His own Dcfignation) 
ws of Him 3 Thus ſaith the Lord to His anointed, 
' Cyrus, whoſe right hand I have holden, (i.e. 
I rave him ſtrength and taught him how to uſe 
t) I will looſe the loyns of Kings , and open 
him the two leafed Gates, I will go before him, 
I will break, in pieces the Gates of braſs, 
and crit in ſnuder the bars of iron, &c, But 
what ſhall Cyrus have done, that the great God 
hould do him this honour ? He did not ſo much 
25 know the Lord 3 which alſo 1s twice repeat- 
d, asa matter worthy our obſervation. 

Laſtly, Pau! The Lord from Heaven com- 
miſionates him His Preacher General among the 
F(6cntiles; to bear His Name before Kings 3 'To 
S$Mzw!l and Ranſack the Devil's Kingdom 3 and to 
furn the World uptidc-down 3 Witneſs his do- 
Ins at Epheſus, Athens, and other places : And 
thishe was called to, even whiles in the heat of 

's perſccuting tury againlt that name, which 
now he is ſent to preach : and that thcre was 
and$fo motive on Paul's part, himſelf is Witneſs , 
where ſpeaking of that his Call, he aſcribes it to 
_orfte picaſurc and power.of God, as much as he 
Qth his natural birth, Gal. 1. 15: 

I might alfo bring-in the Stories of Sampſon, 
Jab, John Baptiſt, and others,to the ſame ctie&t; 

at that timie would fail, - _ 

Now theſe inſtances may not be valucd as Hi- 
2 FFvrical Relations only 3 (that would be too nar- 
1 bw a meaning tor*them_) bur according to. the 
hin Stipturc-way of intcrring, and improving tO 
1 rqFPiricual Uſes 3 and fo they will be a good 
ſucPreparatory proof of the butinefs in hand : For 
þ 1* 
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a temporary Concernment 3 and that ſo long + 
fore {ome of the perſons were in being : It al 
there be an Abſoluteneſs in God's Decrees concer- 
ning thcſe; How much more in Matters of Etes 
nal weight! And it the Lord did not look out 
Himfelf tor the moving conſideration on which 
He fcle&ted thoſe Perſons to their {evcral ho- ; The 
nours, and atchicvments 3 (and it He had, Heſh Thz 
ſhould have found none ) Much leſs can ElcctionPt th 
to Eternal Salvation, and Union with Himſelf, be ! 
founded in the Creature : Doth God take-carÞ'lr* 
for Oxcn? From the Ic($ to the greater is a Serve a1e 
ptural way of agruing, and proves {trongly, [ML 

I comc now to a more direct and politive neg : 
proving the Propotition, wherein my preſent, b: 
ſcope is not ſo much to prove, That there is an E- 
Ion, as What this Election is 3 viz. How it is 7) 
Qualified and Circumfiantiated : And this re-W": 7 
ſpc&s the Objecis of Election, with the Manner" 7" 
Time, and Mntives of it, And yct, as introdur beſe 1a 
Ctive to theſe, it may be, expedient to touch onſſ'*s 
the Other , And fo (tor the clcarcr di{cutfion Jos 
thercof ) 1 cali the Propolition into tix branches * "10! 

I. That there is ar EleG@ion of Men Wf**' 


Salvation. 2h 
Il. That this Ele ion 74 Abſolute, 5 As 
fl. That it is Perſonal. WL -/ 
IV. That it is from Eternity, "rift 


V. Thatthe Ele@ are choſen in Chriſt. 

VI. That Ele@ion is founded upon Grace 

Theſc being made good by poſitive Scripture 
or Arguments taken thence it will not mu 


concern us what 1s alleged to the m_ 
1C) 


of God's Sovereignty, &c. 67 
They arc of the deep things of God, and dif 
'M overable only by Scripture light 3 and there- 
or. fore in vain 2re they brought #0. any other 
ou tonch-fronc 3 for who hath known the mind of 
+ ofthe Lord, or can 3 but as himſelf hath beef 
ichMpicaſed to reveal it * I; ;- nnd. 52 
oh There is an Ele@70n of Men fo Salvation) 
Hell That is, there are Some, & certain Remnant. ; 
jonW22t (hall he ſaved and this by virtue of EIX1:- 
be. This is clearly men” in thoſe notcd and 
arF$1:pendious Sentences , Veſſels of Mercy, afore 
It oe wnto gloyy : The Eleftion hach obrained ! R bm 2; 
be Lord added to the Charch ſuch as ſhould be 4 as gg 
ive ed : And as many as were ordained toeternal. Ch.13.48 
emWfe, brlicvcd. But, more exprefly, in Rom. TTo55 , - » 
EW bro is a Remnant according to the Eleiion of Grate: S. 


0 S186 5,6 God hath not appointed us unto wrath 

re-|Þ't to 05t zin Salvation : and 2 Theſc 2.13, God 

nz,” fl rom the beg TINNING cyoſen oe Þ9 Svation, And: 

duet are ca)! led The Eledtion, or Party of Elect 

onfÞns 3 25 thoſe Circamciſed, are called the Crroume. 

ton nk and the Angcls that ſtood, . are diltinguitk= 

hes « rom thoſe that fell. by the tice ot Elec, They! 

poſÞc Uo {aid to be choſen Velels 3: and Veſſels of 

Pry; 25 thoſe that arc left, Veſſels of Wraith, 

td Sons of Perdition : The Scripture (till (cts 
«mtorth by diftinguifhing Characters. ; 

l, As4 Party ſeparate from #be World I(lays 

IYitt ) hzve choſen youu ont bf- the World. Joh. 

. $5-19.and Ch. 1 7.9, | pray not for theIWorld "but for 

elf wich thou hait given me © and VCr. 16. They 


ure" nt of the World, even as I ans not of the World : 

UC X, &, II; Unto [i yort | 2t IS. grven T0 know the. 
ry Fry of the Kingdom of God , but unto | them 
he Mbeut ] all thingy. are dons in Parables. Of Ja- 
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eob and Eſar ( who were an evident Type of th 
Separation _) it is ſaid to Rebekzb, Two Nati 
are in thy Womb, and two manner of People, Ge 
25.23, And of Facob's poſterity , The Peojj 
ſpall. dwell alone, and ſhall not be reckoned among! 


1 43-21" Nations 3 Num. 2 3-9. And This People (lf 


n — ag : God ) have I formed for my ſelf : Theſe axe the: 


9. ple of His Holyneſs > The Reſt are Adverſaries, 
IT. As Men of another Race or Kindred , an 
17eh.5.19. asſpringing from another Root : We are of Gul 
and the whole World lyeth in Wickedneſf , ( Or, i 

Feb. 9. 45%; that Wicked One, as thcir Root and Head: ) 
_ that js of God, heareth God's Word ; Te therefin 
hear them not, becauſe ye are not of God, The 


T Theſ. 5.5, Party are {aid to be Children of Light , the Other 


J Foh. 444, - 
Sy *:” of the Night : The One, of God ; the Other, of it 


Fob. 8.23. World : The One is from: Above 3 the Other, tron 

Yor 12... Beneath : God is the Father of the One3 The De 
1-4**44* #1, of the Other. 

HI. As Men ſubject to another Head 3 We an 

Thine( ſays the Church to God ) Thou never beart! 

19+ rule over them : All that the F ather giveth me ( ſaith 

'* Chriſt) ſhall come to me : My Sheep hear my Voice) 

T know them, and they follow me, And a Strang 

they will not follow : And this, becauſe One is then 
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Hat. 23. Miſter even Chriſt : Of others, He faith, that thc). 


will not come unto Him, fohn 5. 40. 

IV. As belonging to Another World. The 

Mate 3.33 good Seed are the Children of the Kingdoms 
And they are diſtinguiſhed trom the Children 0! 
this World, as a Party accounted worthy toob- 
tain the World to come : And accordingly ws 
find, That none are admitted into the New J* 
Rev 3.27 Tſatem, but whoſe names were found written in 7 
Ch.20, 1e, Book of Life : And whoſe name ſoever was #08 prite 


Lukezo. 37, 


te 


of God's Sovereignty, &c. 6g 


*n there, was caſt into the Lake of fire, On the ſame Ar 1.25. 

count, Fudas is (aid to go to his own place 3 Matth.258 

And the Elef, into the Kingdom prepared for them, 540 
IT. EleFion is Abſolute. 

In this are two things of great import 3 Irre- 
geableneſs and Independency : The Decree 15 ITrre- 
vcable on God's part, and Independent as to hu- 

anc performances : The Lord will not go- 
a from His Purpoſe to ſave His Pcople 3 Nor 
hall their own unworthineſs or averſeneſs make- 
« Fis moſt Gratious intendment. And hence 
perhaps Jit is,that thoſe various expreflions of 
be fame thing (viz Predeſtinate, Ordain, Prepare, 

/ Wipoint ) have nothing ſubjoyn'd that 1s like a 
Fonditional, Therc 1s (indeed) a kind of Con- 
litions (or rather Qualitications ) that muſt and 
alwayes do precede the final compleatment of 
Election, (as Repentance towards God, and Faith 
zowards onr Lord Feſus Chriſt 3 ) which therefore 
 Wnaybe called Conditionals of Salvation, but not 
" 0 to Elefion, 
Ml Election is the great Fundamental Inſtitute of 
ic Goſpel; It is That which in humane States 
s call d the Srupream Law, which is both Irre- 
fble in it ſelt, and requires that all inferior 
F-iminiſtrations be accommoded thereto : So, the 
\vation of God's Ele&, being the higheſt Law 
MW the Heavenly State and Kingdom 3 muſt, on 
J's ame (and tirmer ) ground, remain I1nviola- 
Ye, It is That for which all things elſe have 
tacir being 3 The Plot whereby God defigns to 
limſelf the higheſt Glory ; and for which he hath 
% Ken at ſuch Coft, that ſhould His delignment nuf- 
"hy, the whole Creation could not countervatl 
rit- | -. the 
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cannot deny Himiclf,) I ſay, He could not fo 
contrive the grandeli Dclign of His Glory, 
that it ſhould ever necd to be Revokcd or /!- 
tcred 3 Nor could He leave it obnoxious to dif 
appointment 3 ( which it muſt be, it venturd 
On a crcatcd bottonn, ) Yea, it bchoved Him (% 


Supream Law-giver) (0 to determine and {ubju- MW The 
gatc Al; that the great End of all might remain ich A 
enfruſtrable, And thus any paudcnt Founder oil |. 1 
a Statc would do if the utmoli of his $k1llcr thi 


it10n4 
vho h 
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p-vere | 


and power would extend to it : but from ther 
dctectivenels in theſe, the belt tounded Statcs 
upon Earth are ſubje& to mutation : Princes dr, 
and their thoughts periſh 5 Their minds alter, 
and depart trom ther fiſt Refolutions 3 Succt 
fors drive acontraty Intcreli 3 unlook'd-tor ac 
cidents entangle thcm 3 Forreign Enemics &- 
croach ipon them, and obſtruct their work 5 Or 
the People's own tully may be ſuch, as to mai 
and deteat the bctt lay'd detigns tor thcir ow! 
good : Humane affairs arc cxpolſed toa thout 
and Incidents, which humane prudcnce can ne! 
thcr prevent nor provide againlt, But with God 
itis not ſo; Noevent can be new to Him 3 
declares the End from the beginning 3 H1s Judge 
mcnt and Purpoſe cannot alter He is of 
mind, and who can turn Him ? He is alſo Im- 
mortal, and the thoughts of His Heart ſtand falt '0 
all Generations : No Crcature can fcclude it (c! 
trom His Govcrnn:cntz In His Hand is the S0% 
of every living thing : Yea, the moli caſzeal ( to v5} © 
and oppoſite Kmcrgcncics, are by His Power anc lolut 
Wiſdom, redicible to His Purpoſe 3 and - an 
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t refit their being made ſubfervient to His 
il}, And this may be-one Reaſon, why Ele- 
on is { often afhrm'd to be From the begin- 
”, and From the Foundation of the World; viz, 
) thcew . That what-cver thould be in time , 
ould be (rebordinate to Eleftion z which is all one 
$t0 make 1t Abſornte, | 

The Abſolzteneſs of Election may be evinced by 
<h Arguments as theſe. 


a the Covenant of Works 3 which being, con- 
tionat, how ſoon was it broken, even by One 
rho had power to keep it ! And it Man in that 
onour did not abide 1n it 3 how thould he Noz, 
vnen {o firong and brawny a Etas 1s grown up- 
n his heart, that he runs Cornter ever fince ? If 


, 


fe , Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the Law , 
Vhich thews . that the New Covenant does 


morc tor us than the O14, tor it eiverh life 
and then it muſt give the performance of the Con- 


dition , which that lite hangs-upon. It alſo 
Inews, that the firſt Covenant did nt gwe 
fe; and that it fuil'd becauſe it was Conditional : 
The Law thews our duty, but gives not where- 
withtopertorm it > The new Covenant,does both 
by writing the Law in the heart. All under the 
Covenant of Works, are without God, withort 
Chrit, and without Hope: and this, b=cauſe Stran- 
gcrs to the Covenant of Grace, or Grace of Ele- 
Mor, It therctorc the Ele& ſhall bc in a better 
Condition than bctores theirE1:&ion muſi heAb- 
jote; And that it might be ſo, the New Covc- 
nnt was made with Chrilt on their behalf 3 and 


L If it were not Abſolute, it would be but at- Arg. r. 


Gen. 6, 5« 


prere bad been a Law given that could have given (, 1 3,21: 
s * KA : 


Eph, 32, 12. 


2 Tim 1.9, 


5 that Grace given us in Him,before the World began. Tu. 1. 7 


FT .4 IT. Ele- 


/2 
Arg. 2. 


Gen, 13.7, 


Gal 4 23, 
28, 


Arg. 3. 
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TI. Eledion muſt be Abſolute, becauſe, whats 
ever can be ſuppoſed the condition of 1t, 15a part 
of the Thing it ſelf : Much like that Promiſe « 
God to Abraham, To thy Seed will T give thi 
Land, In which Promiſe, the Lord undertake 
as well to give Abraham a Sced to inherit that 
Land, as that Land to his Seed : and according} 
we hnd, that the next Head of that Secd , was 
born by vertue of the Promiſe : So the whole 
courſe and Serics of things conducing to the t- 
nal accompl:;ſhment of Election, is included in1t, 
and aſcertain'd by it 3 and tnat with ſuch” firm- 
neſs and ſecurity, as it the end it ſelt had been 
attain'd, when the Decree was mad: z as (name- 
Jy) Redcniption from Sin , Eftcctual Calling, 
and Perſeverance to Gloryz (ot which more fully 
under thoſe Heads: ) which alſo ſeems to be the 
meaning of the Apolilc in 1 ohn 2. 25, where 
he makes Eternal Lite it felt, to be the fubltance 
of the Promile. 

T TI. It muſt be Abſolute, becauſe by ſuch an 
Election only can Salvation be Inſur'd. This bot- 
tom Adams had not in his Primitive State 3 He 
was made upright, but his continuing that {tate 
was hung upon his well-ufing of what he had, 
without any additional help, betides his Original 
Stock. In him may be ſeen the wtmoſt that created 
Grace, of it {elt, can do even in a ſtate of Fr- 
fifiion : Unto which being lcte , How ſoon did 
he degenerate, and come to Ruine! And all his 
Policrity would have run the ſame courſe, it plz 
ccd in his ſicad 3 as we know they have done 
( One by One )) notwithiianding all the helps 
which are given in common unto men. An 
"tis no wonder , ſince Nor» they have (© {trong 2 
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2s to Evil, which Adam had not. And if there 
any advantage caſt-in, (which ſome do athrm, 
d call it the New Covenant) the more 15 our 
odrine conhrm'd : For , the more helps they 
ave, if yet they fall ſhort, ( as they do 3 ) the 
ore evident it is, That nothing ſhort of ſuch 
Ele&ion will ſecure them. An Example of 
is we have in the Old World 3 who, by all 
cir Natural Tngenioſity, and long lives to um- 
rore it, together with Nozh's fix(core years 
aching, and the Spirits ſtriving, were not led 
no God 3 but ſtill grew from bad to worſe, 
til al the imaginations of their hearts were 
vyevil, and that continzally, And this was not 
Ic Caſe of a few, or ſomes but of the whole 
ace univerſally > Al Fleſh had corrupted his way, vr» 12, 
'istrue, that Noah was found Righteous 3 and 
Strue it is, that Eleion was it that made him 
» aS ver, 8, But Noah found Grace in the Eyes of 
Lord; and this, in the ſame ſenſe, that Pay! 17m! 19 
rained Mercy, Scil. By Mercy's obtaining , or 
«King-hold of him. It may alſo be ſeen in the 
ple of Iſrael; who, over and above their 
"mon or Natural Grace, had many helps and 
Gitions that others had not 3 The Lord dealt Pſ. 147. 
t fo with any Nation, as with them , And yet, the 19» 20. 
"erality of them ſo bad, That they juſtified their Ezek. 16, 
bIter Sodom . 5rT. 
The $, i . 00 d_ Iſa,n+0- 
© firſt Covenant thus failing 3 ſuch was the 
acc ot our Lord (foreſceing it,) as to deter- 
ne of 2 ſecond, or New Covenant 3 by which 
ould fix and ſecure a Remnant, and that 
vallibly : And hence it is termed, The Covenant 
' Grace , as not depending at all upon "I 
| = 
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and This is that Grace that Saves, and Reigns 1 


Eph 2.5.8; Eternal Life : And theſe are thoſe ſure Merciesd 
Rom 5.21. David, rccorded in the 55 of Iſaiah. It is th 


Arg. 4. 


Abvſoluteneſs of it ,, that makes it a Better Coy 
nant. 

IV. There is the ſame Reaſon for the Abk 
lutencſs of Men's Ele&ion , as of Chriſt's. That 
Man, or Humane Body, which the ſecond Perf 
was to Aſſume and Unite to Himfſelt , was nd 
Ordain'd to that Union , upon any Conditig 
whatcver 3 as ( namely) It He ſhould tulhl 
Rightcouſneſs, deſtroy the Devil , diflolve h 
works,and make Attonement tor f{in;For thee I 
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could never bave done without that Union ; Andi 


that His Ordination thercto was Abſolte , a 

pears by Hcb. 10.5, 4 Body haſt Thou prepari 
Ae. And Luke 1. 35. That Holy Thing which ſh1 
be born of thee , ſhall be called the Son of Gut 
Matth. 1. 21, He ſhall ſave His People from thi 
fins, In which places the Abſoluteneſs of the Di 
cree tor that Man's being Unitcd to the Son & 


God, is evidently ſet-torth. And , That 


Elc&ion (as to this Circumſtance of it, ) hol 
proportion with that of Chritt , ye will (ce mon 
tully afterwards. Take only (at preſent) thdl 
gracious words, which (doubtlc(s) He utter 
with great ſatistaction to Himſelf, in the 17! 


Foh,r17.23. of John, Thou haſt loved them, as Thou haſt lo 


Arg. 5. 


A 

V. It was nccelary that Election ſhould » 
Abſolute , becaule of the Abſolnteneſs of God 
Decree touching the Death of Chrilt 3 unto whic 


1 Pet.1.19, Hc was forc-ordaincd znrepealably z And all thi 


2G. were ſaved betore He ſuffered, were ſaved on tl 


Cre! 


of God s Sovereignty, &c. 75: 

«dit of that Decrcee., The Scripture alſo tclls 

plainly , That He was the Lamb ſlain from the Rev. 12.8, 

wndation of the World and that it was not. Math. 26. 

Te that Cup ſhould paſs trom him. And if 1t-39» 4%» 

2 thing below the prizdence of Mev, to lay 

wn the Price without ſecuring the Purchaſe 3 

kin ſurcly, the Wiſtiom of God would never 

:minc the Death ot His Son, for Men's Sal- 

:i0n . and leave the Salvation of thoſe very: 

na: an uncertainty 3 which needs 1t muſt be, 

Eic&ion were not Abſolute, 

Lily , It might alſo be argued from the Na-» Arg, 6, 

rc 0t Divine Promiſes 3 which are Patterns and 

clarative Coptes of the Decree. Now, the Pro= 

is touching Spiritual Blcitings , are Abſolrte 

fcyare of that Word, which 1s for ever ſettled) Pſ.115.89, 

Heren: See the Promiſes of ſending Chritt 

d bca Redeemer, Gen. 3.15. The Holy Ghoſt 

{andtihe and lead into all Truth , Fob. 16. 7. 

0 ſprinkle clean water upon them 3 To give 
W:.maNcw Heartz To cauſe them to walk ijn' Exek. 35. 
Ws dtzturcs3 That He will be their God, and 26. 

0 {ha]l be His People, and ſhall not depart Fer.24.9, 
Jp'cin Him; Thar if they ſin, He will Chaſtiſe 

Km with-the Rods of Men 3 but His Everlaſi-' 

IgRindneſs He will not take from them3 And 

vat at latt He will preſent them fawtleſs before the | 
nſence of His Glory, Theſe all , with others of F*dts v:2s 
© tenour,, are dclivered in Poſitive and Abſo- | 
We 1 crms, without any ſhew of Reſervation, 
dF 'oifo, Condition, or Hetitation about them. 

ind if theſe ( which arc Tranſcripts of the De- 

K) be Abſolute; it follows, That the Decree 
F4 is the ſame, And on this ground it is, the 

Apoſtle 
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Kom.8, 33» Apoſile ſtands, when he challengeth all theWe 
34* to nullifie God's Ele&ionz which he ne 
would have done, had it not been Soverey 

Abſolute, 


III. Ele&ior 32 Perſonal : And 
IV, It zs from Elernity. 


( Theſe two IT put together in proof, becaul 
they are frequently joyned in Scripture, ) 

It was not the whole lump of Mankind , ti 
was the Object of Ele&:on; Nor was this Ele 
on (as ſome ſpeak) a Decree to Elect fuch: 
ſhould happen to be thus and ſo qualified : Bu 
certain Determinate Perſons were Choſen by N, 
or ſingled out from among the Reſt , and Ordair 
ed to Eternal Life. Our Saviour tiles then 
The Men that were given Him | out | of the World, 
John 17. 6. And they were given Him by Nam 
(as well as Number )and by thoſe Names He know 
them, John 10.3. and 14. And that this Ele 
was tranſacted from Eternity, is evident, Fobn 17 
23-with ver.24, Eph.1.4, Rev. 13.8, and Chap.1! 
$.Oc. ' Theſe may be Argued 


drg. 1. 1. From the Example of Chriſt's Election: I ; 


was not a Perſon Uncertain , that was to bc Lo! 

and Chriſt , but, the ſecond Perſon in Humane 

Pro.8. 23- Nature: And this Capacity he ſuſtain'd from E- 
31. werlaſting. Nor was it AnyBody which He might 

x Pet. z, aſſume, but that very ſame Numerical Body, that 
19, 25 was prepared for Him 3 Heb. 10. 5. with P/# 
Fob 17.24 40+ 7. And this very Perſon He loved before tht 
Foundation of the World. It is worthy Obſervi- 

tion, how particular the Decree was, even 


things Circrmſtantial to our Lord Chriſt 3 As _ 
| c 


of God's Sovereignty, CC. 


e ſhould come of Abraham's Stock 3 of Fudah's 
ribe; of David's Lineage 3 Be conceived in a 
irginz Born at Bethlem; and this , when the 
epter was departing from fxdah; That He 
ould be Buffeted 3 Scourged 3 Spit=upon 3 Hang- 
d on a Tree 3 His Hands and His Feet pierced 
hat Gall and Vinegar ſhould be given Him to 


_ tink; That a Bone of Him ſhould not be bro- 


nz (even whiles on both fides of Him they 
ere) That His Garments ſhould be parted, 
Wd Lots caſt on His Veſture 3 As alſo, That He 
ould riſe again the third day , &c. And that 
eſe were all Decreed , appears by the Prophe- 
es of them 3 which are the Decree exemplified 
or drawn out of the Regiſter. ) As touching 
sReſurreQion, it is ſaid expreſly, I will declare 
4 _ : And the ſame is as true of all the 
\Ell, 

And it the Election of the Head was Perſonal, 
ind from Eternity ; why not theirs that ſhould 
oic-up His Body , fince They did as really exiſt 

IFen, as the Humane Nature of Criſt did ? Be- 

Lc. it was very agreeable, That He and They 
nculd both be appointed together 3 For, He could 
Nt be an Head, but with reſpe& toa Body : And 
{tat they were expreſly determin'd of, appears by 
139 Pla,v. 16, In thy Book were all my Members 
written, when as yet there was none of them, It 
uy ſay, that was meant of David's Mcmbers ? 

anfiver, That if God thought the Members of 
a Errthly Body worthy His Regiſtring 3 He could 
tot belefs particular and exaQ, about the Myſti- 
Body of His Son : Beſides , David was His 

'pe, 

Chriit 
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© Chriſt alſo was Ordain'd to be a Savior , M34; 
ih « Pet.z >» that by His Death; and both from the Founddg be; 
"BY tion of the Whrld : Tt was theretore expcdizn 
Then alſo to be bedetermined', how many , ar: 
rho in particiar, ſhould have Salvation by HimWit be 
He was not to dic for Himfclf, but for thiWiin 
whoſe fecurity He undertook. Now. it is not Wiz {| 
: thing proper, to ſpcak of Secrrity or Bail , by me 
| with reſpect 'to a Debtor or Offender 3 and that D:vMit of 


F* 
s 44 
"Th 
#31 
3 
s 64 


2 


f 
| 


: 
£ 


; tor or Offender muſt be known too , and Namv MW: iv! 
if 


: 
U 
: 
: 
; 


or cHe, the entring of Bail is an inſignificant AUWhich 
eſpecially, where the Surety hath no debt or dar+th 
fault of his own to be charged with. Our Lonlfdanc 
and Saviour did not offer Himſelf ( if T may Wat J:' 
{peak tor ſome body's fins, but uncertain whoſt Wl 117 
. Aaron knew whoſe Treſpafſes he offer'd-torWers » 
their Names were graven on his. Breaſt-plat:Yhe 17 
Not their National Name , (viz. Iſraelite or Vſgepar; 
lever) but their Perſonal Names, Reuben, Simo"She P,; 
Levi, 'So had our Great High Pricft, or HF Lw 
could not have made Attonement for us: And vain 
that place (Rev. 13.8.) points at the ſame t1Þ{ jo, 
tor both > Thoſe words | From the Forind ation of to þ 
he World | do refer as well to the writing ther | 
their Names in the Book of Life,as to the Lamb, : 
being lain. If any ſay, It muſt refer to the 7 
named 3 let zer.8. of the '17.Chap. clear the ſeniÞWir wy 
of it 3 where, deciphering, thoſe who thall wont Ln 
4 der after the Bealt , he ſays they are ſuch wholÞe4<; 
| 2 Theſ2ci3 Names were not written in the” Book, of Life [ ws VOTE 
's _* the Fourdnion of the World} (as were theirs whoww ;- 
| tollowcd the Lamh. _ tior 
Arg. 2. T 7. The Defign of God in the Death of ChriliSriſh 


could not otherwiſe be ſecur'd. Had the _ =: 
c 


of Godt Sovereignty, &c, 


n. to Purchaſe Salvation for Bekevers, without 
zrtaining the Perſons that ſhould believe; it 
d been uncertain, whether any ſhould -be ſaved, 
canſe uncertain wherh&r any would belzeve, If 
ran that forie would believe; this Certainty 
t be Decreed > (For Nothing future, could be 
rtain otherwiſe. ) And if 1t was Decreed, that 
me ſhould believe 3 the Individuals of that 
me | mult be Decreed alſo: For , Faith is the 
itof God 3 and could not be foreſcen in any, 
W: whom He had Decreed to give it unto. 
hich laid together, are a good demonſration, 
t'thoſe Chrift ſhould dic for, were as well Pre- 
laned, as that He ſhould die for them 3 and 
definitely, and by Name, | 
[IT, Tt may further be Argued, from the Fa- Arg. 3. 
Wcts pretaring a Kingdom from the Foundation of 
Wirld., and Mantions or Placcs-in 1t. To 
epare the way of this Argument 3 Conlider 
le Pimituality of God's diſpoſements in things 
Lmwer Moment : He'did not Create the Earth 
ns rain; ( 7.e, to ſtand empty and void, as at its 
Wi tormation ) Nor the ſeveral quarters there- 
F '0 bc Inhabitcd indefinitely, by fome Nation or 
3 OWthcr, who ſhould happen to get poſſeſſion of 
Wl: But, He divided 'to- the Nations thetr inberi- 
-, and the bounds of their Habitation : Mount IS 
JW” was given to!Eſar, and Ar tothe Children S 
OF Lt 3 Each Nation had (its limits ftaked-out, 
notithis from the Aays of vid. Andif we nay di- pent.205,9 
Muth of Ads in God, and of Time in Etcrni- 
JF” His Purpoſe ro form and bring-forth thoſs 
.o (tons, nauſt riceds beas early, as to Create and 
Faulk thoſe parts of che World which they 
ſhould 
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ſhould Inhabit. Now, Earthly Settlements ha 
_ of trivial Moment to the Heavenly Manfions; 


Hat, 20.23 


Mat 25.34 


ſeems a good Confequent, That if yet partic 
Nations were fore-appvinted for particular] 
vinces on Earthz much more ſhould parti 
Perſons be deſign*d for thoſe particular M: 


in Heaven: And, if cither were appointcd af 
the other 3 1t muſt be the Perſons 3 For, the $ 
bath was made for Man, and not Man for the $ 


bath : Heaven was made at the beginning of 
World 3 but Ele&ion was afore. 

The Domeſti ques of God's Houſe, or Plac 
Glory, are a ſacred State and Order of Kings 
Prieſts > and each Individual Perſon hath 


[1 


L 


Place or Appartiment ſet-out for him. Thi 
Glorious Palaces were not prepared for 'Pelier: 
zndefinitely, but for certain Determinate Perlo 


particularly: The Twelve Apoſtles ſhall h: 
their Twelve Thrones, and every One his Om 
This 1s evident by our Saviour's Anſwer to 
Mother of Zebede's Children 3 To fit on my 11 
hand, and on my left, is not Mine to give butit þ 


be given to them for | whom | it is prepared of my 
ther : If for Believers ndefinitely, why not 


| 


F 
k 


theſe two Brethren, as ſoon as any other 3 {pc 
ally ſince they tirlt made requeſt tor them ? T 
truth is, thoſe Places were not now to be diſpok 
of3 it was determin'd who ſhould have then 
long before 3 even from the Foundation of " 
World. The ſcope of this Anſwer was not | 
ſhew, that the Places requeſted-for , were pr: 

par'd ror Believers , for theſe were Believers Wi 
made requelt for them 3 but that they were # 


pointcd for certain particular Perſons , and 
mult have them, 


- 


Muc 
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T 
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| Much might be added, in confirmation of theſe 
wo Branches 3 But , by. theſe (I hope) it is 
lezr, that Election is Perſonal , and from E- 
pernity, Ee | 
V. Eledion is in Chriſt : Or, 
The Ele& were Choſen in Chriſt. | 
Ie was requiſite , the New Covenant ſhould 
Fave an Head and Mediator, as well as the Old 
hat Righteouſnicſs and Life might flow from 


MWiHim into all the Elect Seed as Sin and Death 


ad done framm Adam: In which reſpect, Chriſt 
and He are ſet forth as Parallels, in Romans 3. 


þ rom ver. 12, tO21, 


The benefits which the Elect were Choſen 
unto, they are made partakers of by their Union 


Wiwith Chriſt; He is the Root in whom the Frlne 


dwclls: Not only the Fozndation on which the 
Church is built 3 but the Rock which affords all 


even the Cement that holds one part to another, 
and the whole to Himſelf 3 -and this, by vertue of 
the Decree : For, we art to conſider, that there is 
2 Decretive Union betore the Anal, and That 
nfluenceth This into Being 3 and that as really, 
3 the determined Death of Chritt did the Sal- 


Chritt be not the Cazſe of Election 3 yet He is 


\ ff Grand Means, by whom we obtain the Bleſ- 


kdncſs we were Choſen unto: By Him it ts, 


MY [hat Ie have Acceſs into that Grace, wherein we 


f11d: And we ſhall find, that the Epiſtles gene- 


$5, when they ſpeak of the Great Things rela- 
fig to Salvation 3 do fill bring in Chriftas the 


G ' Perfoga 


tflthe Spiritual Materials of the Heavenly Temple > | 


ation of Thoſe who dicd before Hint. Though | 


Rim.s 2 
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Perſon principally concern'd about it. Salvatiq! 
(indeed) is a Gitt 3 it 1s perfectly tree: yet ng 
to be had, but in Chriſt : Tt comes pon us throw 
Tir.36. Hy Righteouſneſi, As by One's diſobedience many wa 
Rom, 518, ade ſinners; ſo by the Righteouſneſs of One (bi 
15* means of their Oneneſs with Him ) ſhall many] 
made Righteous, Mankind (by their Apoſtacy in 
Adam ) had deſiroycd in themſelves the wholed 
that Principle, which would have lead them ws 
God. as their Life and Blefledneſs: And had re [al 
(withal) contracted ſuch an Enmity againit Hin” * 
and Repugnancy to all Overtures tor Returning * 
to Him ( And this Gulph was ſo fixed Jas wouk ſmgs 
for ever have kept God and us aſunders had notſi*5 
that bleſſed Project of Chooſing in Chriſt heen (ifs* © 
on foot todiſlolve it. It could not be done byan thing 


. Created Powcr 3 nor could Creatures ſo much a” 4 
vINe 


reby It 


propound a way forit: And if they could, whi 
durlitſo harden himſclt, as to mention the Thin 1 
which only could do it! But, the Great God effect 


bleſſed for ever, He tinds out a way for it; Anc | Ther 
the ſame Love that Ordain'd to Eternal Lifk'2<4 
would alſo put it in ſzch a way, as ſhould furdf? _ 
take effedt, And to this end, ( viz. that thok LT 
Ordain'd to Salvation, might be both Righttullſ? * 
entitzled to that Salvation, and ſrcceſsftlly brought J; { 
intoit )) they were put into Chriſt by ElcRtionſ” 
He was the Chief and Eminent Ele& Ones thF* i 
Firſt-born and Prince of the Family 3 and all th""s * 
Elec beſides were given to him (as younger bre % an 
thren) co be maintain'd upon his Inheritanc le Lo 
It is plain to him that reads, that the whole of? * 

Salvation was laid upon Chriſt 3 That he bear RK 


up the Pillars of it 3 and that all Shoulders ap" » 


a4 his Mens 
—T , ——P 49g Cnr Ions 
= A . _—_— * —_— ge lt — ©. UG FOE athe's PT 4 
may Ie ro Ber. * < Arve »—<. QC 


0 
ids 4 


Et na 
- - 8 


of God's Sovereignty, &c. 


1 been too weak: He is both the Means and 
nter , by whom. and in whom, God will have 
things gathercd-togcther in one: He was 
Wd: God with us , that we might be made One 
God; as appears by the ſcope of His Prayer 
the 17th ot Fohn, In Him the Father is well 
2\:d; and out of Him thcre is nothing plea- 
2 to God, or good tor Men : We are therc- 
We: ſaid to be Choſen in Him 3 to be Called in Eph.r.4:. 
Im; to be Created in Him to be: Preſerved in Phil 3.146 
. Wm; and in Him to be bleſſed with all ſperitual > axon 
Weſings. Blefſings in themſelves, would not be Ce? 
tous, if not in Chriſtz And being in Him, all 
ings are turned into blcthngs to us: For , now 
thing can come at zs, but as coming through 
| Min; and what-ever ſocomes, is TinFured by. His 
wine Excellency, and made Propitious to us: And 
ry it is, that the Thing we were Choſen unto, 
W f:ciually and wnfailably provided tor. 
ff There may divers good Reaſons and Ends be 
:Mencd for God's Choofing the Elect in Chriſt < 
dy Ll k : 
Y + That by bringing-in Man's Reſtauration 
F- var, He might (as it were ) baffle His Great 
F-'<r{ary, and-Out-ſhoot him in his own Low: 
d it well became the Wiſdom and Grace of 
t, This to do. The Devil thought, by poy- 
ung the Root, to Vitiate and Ruinc the whole 
$ and Progenyz and he fail'd not of his deſign. 
i& Lord would therefore, by putting His Elect 
0a Head wncapable of Degeneracy , Retrieve 
& Ruinez and not only recover them, but bring . 
; elf" into. @ better Eftate than that they had loſt : - 
haVould ſet-up a Mar that ſhould be too hard. 
G 2 for 
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for the Devil and be able, both to deſiroy & 
and diſſolve his Works: And He hath accordin 
Iy done it, In which Mcthod of Man's Recor: 
xy, is a great Anſwerablcneſs to the Method 
his Ruine: And it is 2 thing the Lord woik 
haveus to mind, as appears by the Parallel þ 
torc-mentioned 3 Rom.3. 12-21. 

TT. That by ſhewing us His Righteouſneſs! 
the way and manner of our Recovery 3 we mig 
the more reatlily ſubſcribe to His Rightcaulnd 
in the imputation of Adam's fin : For , withe 
the ſight and knowledge of the One, we cannit 
with any heartineſs fubmit to the Other. Henc: 
ſome (in their too-bold Arguings againſt Eled 
on_) have alledgcd, That what Adam did, n 
without their Conſent. © In the matter of Acha 
* each ſingle Perſon ſtood in the place of. tix 
* whole Nation and fo, on the Treſpaſs of 0r 
* Wrath came upon All: Yet had not that Con 
* dent People the hardineſs to plead, that Ach 
* Act concern'd not them 3 they conſented no! 
* But, let them take heed , Icft whiles they thi 
* excuſe themſelves from 4dzm's fin 3 they 6 
*not (by Parity of Reaſon) ſeclude themlclva 
* from the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 3 fince tt 
* ſetting-uq of the Second Adam, was as Mui 
* without their conſent, as the Firſt. 

TTT. If the Elect had not been in Chriſi, ti 
_ Satisfa&tion He undertook for Sinners, could 10 » 

have availed them. As Agam's fin could 1 
have heen ours, if not in him : So neither fi 
RightcouſneG of Ehriſt , if not in Him. *D 
* vine Juſtice conld not have puniſh'd Him for 


c hav 


© nor abſolved us through Him 3 we could no 
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have bcen Juſtified and Reconciled by the Blood | 
xf his Croſs , had not He ſultained our Perſons, 
and Rood in our ſicad : Another's Act cannot 
be Mine, cither in profit or loſs, if there be not 
a legal Oneneſs between us. 
IV. If not in Chriſt, we could not have been RA. 4+ 
anctificd : The Lump was ſandtified in the firſt 
Fuits 3 and ſo is the Church in Ch1j't. The wild- Rom.11.15 
Wire Naturc could not be ſuppreti and changed, FONG 
Wit by grafting into the Tre, A Man cannot be 
aturally born , but trom Adam as his Natural 
ad; and as impolhble it is to be born-agarn, 
vithout alike Relative Union to Chrilt as our 
pritcel Head : Therc's no being a New Crea- 
vre, but by being in Chritt 3 They that are joyned 1 Cor.6.17» 
nto the Lord (and they only) are one Spirit with 2 Cor.5s 17+ 
im, The Branch muli be in the Vine, before its 
Sap can be derived into it : He that fanctiheth, 
-Wend they that are fanctihed, muſt be One 3, there 
muſt be a Conta@, (a Touching of Him) before Gale3-! $ 
this Vertue can come from him : *For. the Promi- Tit-3-6+ 
| les being all made to Chriſt , cannot deſcend to 
us, but as bcing in Him *tis That makes us 
re} cis of Promite ; The Holy Ghoſt, in whom all 
ww Promiſes are yirtually contain'd, isſhcd upon us 
through Jeſas Chriſt, 
PV. Laſtly, By this Chuſing in Chrift , Sava- 
won it ſelf is invincibly ſecur'd'3 and could not 
be otherwiſe, The Firſt Adam had but a depen- 
ent conditional life, and ſubjcc& to loling : and 
ad he kept it, he could have dcrived to us but 
.M the ſame that he had 3 which ſtill muſt have been 
M* failable State. (For, this Adam, whilcs a Pub= 
lick Pcrſon, and as ſich. could not be faid to be 


G 3 in 
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in Chriſt 3 if he had, he ſhould not have fil:) 


* Ele 


Rom. 8.1: But, the Second Adam hath Lite in Himſelf, aniffÞnore; 
Afts : . n ”Y 8 \ | 
that abſolutcly 3 (He is the Prince of Lift; ) and" © 
implantation into Him , inſpires His Branchs Himl 
Rom 8.2. With His Own Life : And the Law of that Sport and _ 
Foh.5.26. of Life in Him, mahes-free from the Law of Sn [15a 
Ch. 10.10. and Death : He that thus bath the Son , bath LifM*-" > 
and ſhall have it more abundanily z becauſe be le God 3 
they ſhall live alſo 3 it's a Bottom that cannot mi}ſe*r 
Fude v-1. carry : As they are ſandified in Chrift Jcſus ; bc! 
in Him they arc preſerv'd, To this end, It ple ather 
Col.1,tc2 ſed the Father. that in Him ſhould all Fulneſi duels 
and to put thoſe He wovld fave. into Him : ings 


their Head 3 that being inceſſantly influence 

trom an Immortal Root, they might cffctualh 

be kept from withering and talling off + an 

grow-up to that State and Glory, they were d: 

{tgncd-tor by Elc&ion : This is the Grand Recor 

x Fob, s,1.1- and- ground of our ſafety , That God hath groent 
is as Eternal Life; and this Life is in His Son. 

Having gone thele tew licps towards the Com 

paſs and Extent of Eleftion 3 it concerns us alljſh"4y < 

to know, where this broad River hath its Head: l oe 

What Rock it is ,, that this Imumenſe Fabrick | whick 

built upon : That we way not give the Honovſ'® 41) 

of it to another 3 nor indanger our ſelves bj Tt 

{cttling on a wrong Foundation : To ſhew whic® 1s 

is the Scope and Subjed of the fixth particulll Who 

under this General Head : wiz, | 

VI. That Fle@7on js founded upon Grace Y..jin 

| Or, The good pleaſure of God's Will, fnak 

the only Original Canſe and Motive 9 yon 

EleG on. | 


WOrks 


Elecol 
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* El:ion, as it ſuppoſeth the chuſing of One, or 
more, out of Many 3 fo, an Arbitrary Power in 
him that chuſeth, to chuſe whom He will 3 That 
Himſclf is his own Dire&or and Counſellor, 
ard not accountable to any for what he doth. 
tis 2 Promotion that cometh neither from the 
Ext, nor from the Weſt , or South , but from 
God 3 who puts-down one, and ſets-up ano- 
ther, as He will. As in Men's Genecalogles, 
here is no ſtop , until you come up to God the 


ating to Men's Salvation: The efficrency of all. 
hings that are mediate and ſitbordinate , depend- 
ng on God, as Firſt and Sovereign : His Willing. 
he futurition of them, is the cauſe of their be- 
7: and We ſhall never judge rightly, unleſs we 
ome up to the Will and Good pleafure of God, 
the Sovercign Rule and Law of His Works: 
4rd this, I texm, the | only] Original Cauſe of 
Fle&ion, to ſhut-out Faith-foreſcen, with all the 
Mrs and worthineſs of Men, from being any 
yay Cauſal, Influential, or Motive thereto 3 and 
Y' trom ſharing in the Glory of God's Grace 3 
k i vNich he is very jealous of, and will not impart 
101 (0 any, 
; bl The Ground, or Moving Canſe of God's Electt- 
hich ”l, 15 quite different from the manner of Men 3 
ulat Who commonly pitch-upon things, for ſome 
Natzr al Aptneſs, or Meetneſs of them for their: 
Work: They will not take a knotty , crofs- 
grand, or wind-ſhaken piece of Timber , to 
» "Fake a Pillar of State : But , the Lord pitches 
F Pon fuch ( and ſuch to chuſe;) the poor , baſe, 
rk, fooliſh, things of the world 3 the worſt of 
G 4 Men, 


ather of all 3 So is it in the order of Cauſes re- £u& 3e 
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Men, and Chief of Sinners : ( The inſtances d 
Paul, Manaſſeb, Mary Magdalen, and others, make 
it evident: ) and of theſc, He is pleaſed to make 
Pillars for the Houle of God ; ( Pillars of State 
indeed!) whereon to write His own Name t0 
manifeſt thereby his Sovercignty, Holineſs, Wi 
dom, Powcr, Rightcouſneſs, and Free Grace t0 
_ Eternity. 

The Lord's Way and Mcthod in bringing Hi 
Sons to Glory, is the beſt Demonliration ot the 
Right Order of Cauſes : For, though there bei 
Concurrence of many things, as Cauſes and Et 
tc&ts, one of another 3 yet it obſcrv'd in the 
Order, they will {till lead us up to the Good Plew 
ſirre of God, as Firſt and Supream , and perfect 
Independent, The Current of the New Tefti- 
ment runs wholly this way 3 and hangs the 


whole of Salvation. both Means and End , Cx: 
preſly on the Divine Will : Luke 12.32, It is yu 
Fathers good pleaſure to give you the Kingdom: 
Chap. 10,21, Thor haſt hid theſe things from the 
IViſe. and revealed them to B:bes , For E ſo it ſeemed 
good in 0 fv! + ] Rom. 11.5, 4 Remnant accord- 


ing to the leciion of Grace : Ephel. 1. 5, Pred:ſtt- 
nate to the Adoption of” Children . according t0 the 
good pleaſure of His Wl: Rederypi ton alfo , and 


the forgrveneſi of Sins , according to the Riches ef 


His Grace, (the fame Grace that Elc&tcd 3 ) Vo: 
7, The making krown the Myſtery of His IVill ; this 
alſo 1s according to that His good pleaſarre , which He 
hid purprjed in Himſelf, Ver. 9, Yca., 2ll thc Q- 
pcrations of Gud, whether tor vs, upon us, OT by 
us, thcy All have their Riſe trom the fame 
Spring, and are carricd by the ſ2me Rule or 

worRkcoiny 


wheth 


Vil; 


oa ha\ 
anc 
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rketh all things after the Counſel of | His Own 
Pill; ] Ver. 11. And for the Old Teſtament, 
oahavc it ſufficiently exemplihted there, in the 
chances before given 3 and efpccially touching 
he ground of God's Love to the People of I/- 
1; (who, in that reſpc&, were the Arch-type 
t the Spiritual. Election ) viz. That Hrs own 
ud plexlirre was the only Cauſe of His chuſing 


Ji Wen 2bove other Nations He loved them, becauſe 
he We loved them, © And, which 15s yet more, the E- 
cation of Chriſt Himſelf was of Grace 3 It 
«t- WMf leaſed the Father, that in Him (the Man felus) 


ould all Fulneſs dwell, Col. 1. 19+ 

and pood Reaſpns there arc , why Election 
ould be tounded upon Grace 3 and why it could 
t, with reſpe& cither to God's Glory, or the 


Dewt.7.8. 


Ch. Ge 4» 
Cb.10. 15s 


he M'ct's Security, be founded otherwiſc. And 
'X* Wc | 
our l. Is from the Sovereignty of God 3 whoſe Will Arg. Is 
m: We the Supream Law, admits not a Co-ordina=- 
the WW: nuich-1cts will it fiand with Sovercign Power 
ud be Regulated by the will of another 3 That 


Ould be a Contradiaion to Sovercignty 3 For, 
which Regulates, mult be ſzperioxer to that 
we Fic is Regulated by ic. Sovereign Princes (to 
nd Wc their Prerogative) athrm their Acts of Grace 
of W be of their own meer Motion, And their Grants 
a. Þ*repurcd the more Authentique for being fo 
1s Wort, The like we tind in Scripture frequcnt- 
He  z{cribed to God 3 That He will have Mercy on 
O- Wm He will have Mercy : That He w orketh all 
by "2 (not by Motives from without, but) after 
me Conſel of His own Will : That it is not of Men's 
7 ing or Running 3 but of God who fherveth Mer- 
cn cy . 


Rom.g.18. 
Eph.1.11. 
Rom, 9.16s 
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cy : And indecd, His own meer motion was hot 
a Nobler and Firmer conſideration , than an 
deſert on the Creature's part, 

When the World had been drown'd for tha 
obdurate Impenitency 3 the Few that remain 
were as bad as before and thoſe that ſho 
come-after, the Lord foreſaw would be the fam 
One would think, now, the Natural Reſult 
this Experiment ſhould be, I will wtterly-cut the 
off, and be troubled with them no more : But , th 
Lord's thoughts are not or thoughts 3 He argut 
and concludes in another Mode 3 I will not aa 
any more Curſe the Ground for Man's ſake. And 
1s pleaſcd to give the ſame Reaſon here , why H 
will net \, as before, why He would , as is (cen, 
comparing Gen. 6.5, and 7. with Chap. 8. 21,% 
alſo the Inſtance of God's dealing with Epbrain 
He was wroth with Him, and ſmote Him 3 and | 
phraim fo far from Relenting, that He went on fi 
wardly , ( i. e. ſtubbornly, as reſolved in 
Courſe ) I hid me (ſays the Lord) and was writ 
This, one would think, ( if Ephraim had in hit 
but a ſpark of Ingenuity ) ſhould have move 
him to alter his Courſe: But, what carcs Ephrain 
He ſtill keeps the ſame way and it was the 
of his heart ,, not an inconſiderate Pet , or ſud 
Temptation , but Natural, and fixed : All wh 
the Lord ſees and conſiders and having laid 


together, Reſoives to heal him , and Reſtore Co 
forts to him, 


On the other hand 3 Thoſe good Souls mi nt, 
 Feared the Lord, and Obeyed the woice of his ſerva'Wn 
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They yet walked in darknefl, and had no light: 
may be ſure, They would gladly have underito0Wiel 


th 
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cir Condition (namely, that they were ſuch as 
red the Lord, ) Their Will could not be want- 
2t0a Thing ſo greatly importing their Com- 
7; nor they were not Idle in ſeeking for it 3 
hcy walked, though in the Dark,, but could nor 
ak chemſclves ort of it 3 They are ftill as they 
ere, they had no light. By theſe contrary Ex- 
mples ye may ſee, that the Sovereignty of God 
Il keeps the Throne, and His Diſpepſements of 
ercy (whether in Purpoſe or in Act ) are not 
Woverncd by the ills of Men 3 They are things 
Woo low to be Counſellors to God. And if it be 
us in things of Temporary Concernment, much 
orc in that great buſinefs of Eternal Election 
hich is the Sublimeſt At of Sovereign Power ; 
for, Non-Election is not a puniſhment 3 but 
the with-holding of a free Favour , which God 
(2s Sovereign Lord) may juſtly deny to one fin- 
Wc, whiles He gives it to another. And yet, 
s hinders not, but that every Man, at laſt, ſhall 
X judged according to his Works, 

II. Eleion mult be founded only upon Grace, 


"WIecaule Grace and Works are Inconſiſtent in the 


me ot Salvation. The Scripture 1s very Cau- 
elous of admitting any thing as a Concomitant 


aFpith Grace , in this Matter 3 yea, although it be 


| thing that doth alway accompany Grace , and 
vt without which a Man cannot be ſaved, The 
poltle puts them in oppoſition, and is very in- 
Fon the Argument, as a thing of great Mo- 
wnt,m Rom. 11. Where, firſt he ſhews , That 
| nidtt that General Defe&tion of the Jewiſh Na- 

"n, there ftill was a Remnant whom God had 


Wy d Theſe he terms, The Foreknown , ver. 2. 


and 


| ff PraGicghDiſcourſe 
and in the 7. ver, he calls them plainly, The Eki 
on. And then. leſt any ſhould aſcribe it to a fil 
Cauſe , ( as in that Paralle] Caſe he reſembles 
to, ) viz, That they had not bowed the Knee to Bal 
but ſtuck to the True Religion, when others k 
off 3 he tells us, No 3 their Ele&tion was foun 
ed upon Grace: And as for Works, they had i 
place in the Canſality of it. By Grace, he mean 
the free Favour of God, who is not moved by 
ny thing without Himſelf z But what He dos... 
He does trecly, without reſpc&t to Mens deſer Ml Pa 
Nay, their Vndeſert rather, is an expedicnt Con bh. 
fideration in this At of Grace. By Works, Luſh, ;--! 
derltand all that Selt-Righteoiuſneſs , Gaodne 
Conformity to the Law, or what cver cl(c ispe 
formable by Mcn. Theſe (iz. Grace and Work 
he ues as inconſiſtent , as Contraries can bY 
and that the leaſt Mixture would vary the kind : | 
but 2 ſcrple of Works be taken-in , Grace it 
myre Grace , For, to him that worketh, is the Rewi 
not reckoned of Grace , but of Debt , Rom. 4-4 
Graceand Faith , are well agreed 3 Theſe bout © 
have the ſame ſcope and end : But, Grace and Von Julih 
have always Claſh'd 3 The ſetting-up of the Or 
15 the depoſing of the Other 3 Either the Ark,nul 
out, or Dagon down; one Temple cannot hol; j- 
them both. | | 
To the {ame cf{c& is the drift of that diſcouny, . 
inGal. 5. It appears from Ads 15, 1. that fo It w 
there were, who taught a Neceſſity of Circumc 
ſion 3 as without which they. could not be ſave 
Pretty willing they were to admit of Chriſt, 
they might jzoyn Circumciſion with Him, MF... 
keeping the Law of Moſes : But, this danger 
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W-ubing with things unmixable , our holy Apo- 
Wc could not brook 3 both as reflecting on the 


Wonour of his Maſter , and undermining their 


my Foundation : And therefore, to keep them 
"Won, or bring them off that perillous Quick- 
"Wind; hcetells them expreſly, Theſe two cannot 
and together in that matter: For, if they be 
ircemciſed , they are Debtors to the whole Law 3 
nd Chrift is become of none effe(t to them ; becauſe 
hey are fallen from Grace, Tt is, as if he had ſaid, 
f you take-in any part (though never ſo little) 
f Legal Obfervances, as neceſſary to your being 
ſultified, ye forfeit the whole benefit of Goſpel- 
race. The Grace of Chriſt is ſufficient for you 3 


; WH isa Saviour Compleat in Himſelf and if you 


thing, 


look (though but a-ſ{quint) at any thing elſe , it 18 
a Renouncing of Him 3 He will be Saviour alte- 
gether, or not at all : And therefore he tells them 
gain, and that with a kind of vehemency, That 
f they be Circumciſed , Chriſt ſhall profit them No- 


= Andas a Man may not put-in his Claim for 
Juſtification on accompt of his Works ; fo nei- 
Wilcr of his Faith, as if that were Materially or 
WM "frentially Cauſal of Juſtitication : For, Faith it 
{lf (as it is the Peliever's AR) comes under the 
WNotion of a Work. Let us therefore conſider, 
What part it is that Faith holds in this Matter 3 
lt whiles we catt-out Works, as not ſtanding 
WIth Gracez we make a Work of. Faith : It is 
Fath's Office , to make the Soul live wholly on 
F*other z and to renounce Self-ability, as much 
= Sclt-deſert : To apprehend that Righteoutneſs 


by which Grace Juſtihes 3 not only to be Juſtihed 
thereby 
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thereby upon your Believing 5 but to work in 
you even that Faith, by which you apprehend; 
anſiycrable to that of the Prophet , In the Ly 
have IT Righteouſneſs and Strength. He that will by 
Saved, muſt come as an wngodly Perſon to be [wv 
ſtined freely by the. Grace of God : He mui 
reckon Himſelf an UVngodly Man, to the very is 
ſtant of his Juftihcation. True it 1s, the Jutt ſhil 
live by Faith 3 but *tis alſo true, that it is na 
their own Faith, or a& of believing , that the 
live by. though not without it 3 Which alſo ſeems 
the Apoſtle's meaning, where he faith , The li 
which IT now live. T live by the Faith of the Son 
God : Where note, That as Faith 1s the lite « 
a Believer, ſo Chriſt is the lite of his Faith; 
tive ( faith he) yet not T, but Chriſt liveth in Me: 
Chriſt was his life; and he lived on Chriſt, by 
vertue of Chriſt's living in him. 

Notwithftanding all which, it is evidently 
true, and mult conſtantly be aftirm'd, that Gra; 
and IVorks will ſtill be together in the way oi 
Salvation 5 (the one doth not extinguith or &x 
clude the other ) only not as Collegues or Foyt 
Cauſers thereof; but rather as a Workman and 
his Tools, which himſelf tixrſt makes, and then 
works with them By Grace ye are ſaved throuh 
Faith; and that not of your ſelves , it 1s the Git, 
of God : Even this believing or acting Faculty; 
a Creature of Grace's raiſing up and theretor%h,,, 
in the Throne *tis meet that Grace ſhould be *Yhy,,. 
bove it. Works ( therefore ) how good {ocvhMy 
are not the Cauſe of Szlvation 3 and if fo, th 
not the Cauſe of Elefionz for This ( indeed ) BB, 
the Cauſe of them both: And Works (it righ 
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d truly good ) will always be ready to own 
tir Original, and to keep in their own place 3 
hereallo they will be moſt conſiderable, and do 
ebelt ſervice. 
I7I, That the good pleaſure of God's Will, 
vcs Riſe and Foundation to Election, is fur- 
cr argued from Men's Incapacity to afford any 
ound or Motive to God, tor ſuch a Gift. A- 
m ſiood not ſo long as to beget a Son in his 
t Image: Tt is ſeen by his Firſt-born Cair, 
hat all his Natural Seed would Naturally be. 
nd though there be ſome that do magnihe 
an, and preſume to ſpeak of him at another 
te; yet evident it is by Scripture-light, and 
pperience of thoſe Renewed, that Man fallen is 
r, blind, naked, and at enmity with all that is 
Wy good: and that he is never more Remote 
id far-off from God , than whiles in high 
oughts of himſelf, glorying in his own Un- 
rlianding, Strength, Worthineſs, Freedom of 
(ll, Improvement of Common Grace, and the 
©: For, theſe make him proud and preſumptu- 
Ws; 20d to have ſlight thoughts of that ſpecial 
d peculiar Grace by which he muſt (if ever) be 
newed and ſaved. But, the Lord Himſelf (who 
W- knows him) reports the matter quite other- 
> Wie ( and we know that His Witneſs is true ) 
& That all the imaginations of their heart are only (4, 6 04 * 
| continually : That their inward part is very pſ.g;@l. 
eanefi : That every man is brutiſh in his know- Fer. 10.14. 
lee; Altogether brutiſh and fooliſh 3 yea, even their 7 $131. 
17, (that is, the very beſt and moſt intelli- 
\ amongſt them : ) They are wiſe to do evil, but to ch,4.22; 4 _ 
god have 19 underſtgnding :. And their hearts are Eccleſ 9 3% © 
of Madneſſ,_ | 4 And 
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# we loved God , but that God loved us, And, 
hold whit manner of love the Father bath YE towel 1 Fobh.? ts 
pr ws! Which (arcly then is not after the nian= = | 
r of Mcn 5 For, even Publicans do T0; and 4:95 49: 
imers love thoſe that lovethem: But, to love 
ncmics, and writes Encemics 3 (asto lpvea Wo- 
2n. a Witc) that 15s an Adultereſs3 ard ſo to 
re her,as to win her heart back again) this is 
od's Love to his Choſen. es | 
eur, Notwithſtanding theſe Scriptures (with 
2ny others) ſecm purpolely written to obviate 
< Conceptions as would teign our loving of 
0d, to be the ground and Motive of His love to 
5; Yct, great endeavours there-arc to Father E= 
tion upon foreſeen Faith and TYorks, which that 
hey call the Covenant of Grace, has ( they ſay) 
ulincd and capacitatcd all Men for 3 and which. 
mainmore plant, ingenzors, and induſrrions Per- 
ns (as they ſpeak_) wonld attain-unto , by the 
eps they have in common with other Men : Bur, 
is Pedigree of Election is cxceptcd againit, as 
ung not rightly deduced. For, ©. 
1, Men having(in Adam) deveſted themſelves 
t all that was holy and gvod 3 the -Lord could 
[trorcſoc in them any thing, of Worth or Deſt- 
rf , but what Himſelt ſhould work in them 
9, and that of pre Grace and Favour 3 For, 
nand Deformity could not be Motives of Love: 
Wl. that the Elc& (of themſclves) were 1n no 
Wi bottcr than other Men, 1s evident by the 
Iptures late=quoted 3 where the Holy Ghoft 
W-rting the Univerſal depravement of Humane 
ture, cxempts not One, But, it ſuch excellent 
Nd difiinguiſhing qualifications as Faith and Fho- 
H linefs 
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tineſs had been foreſeen , ( and fo, imputabl: 1 
them ) the Spirit of Truth would not ha 
Rank'd them Even with the Children of Wrath, 
He doth. Burt, 

2, If they were otherwiſe , what could ti 
add unto God ? Cr whereby could they obly 
Hm ? He reſpecieth not any that are wiſe of he 
If thou be Righteous, what giveſt thus Him ? At 
who hth prevented Me ( ſays the Lord) that Iſh 
repay him ? ( i.e. Who 15 he that is afore-14 
with God, in doing ought that might induce 
Favour ? _) Heregardeth not perſons , nov takgtbþ 
wards : He is not propitious to any for wi 
they can do tor Him, or bring to Him, Ti 
Px] tor an Infiance : He walked up to the Ligi 
hc kad 3 was blamcleſs 3 livcd in, all good Co 
{ciencez3 knew no evil by himſelf; ( a rared 
ercc of legal Rightcouſneſs! ) But. that it wi 
not this movcd God to make him a Chen bl 
he thankfully acknowlcdgeth , with Sclt-abak 
mcnt, upon every occahion : Ti, 3,5. 1 Tim, 
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3. Faith folows Ele&jon : God rcfpccts ! 
Perſon bctore his Oitcring. C You'l ſay perhaps 


Abel was rcſpc&cd as a Believer, and his Offcrit 


tor his Faith? Truc, but that Faith of 
was not the Primary Cauſe of God's rc{pcctin 
him. It Abel's Pcrion. had not becn rcſped 
firſt, Abel had never been a Belicver : For, Fal 
is the work, and gift of God 3 and (according | 
the cou:ſe of all Judicious Agents) he that 
work, muſt firft pitch-on the Szbject he will w0 
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| F: 
upon 3 and he that gives, on the Perſon he wi 


give unto. Beſides, Abe! could do nothing bf 
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Jieved , that might move God to giye lim 
thi For , till then he was in theFleth 3 and Heb.n1.6: 
' that _ in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God :; Rem 14,23 
erefore it could not be Abel's foreſeen Faith 
twas the Canſe of his Election. The Scrip- 
e ſpeaks often of Tron-ſinew*d-Necky, and Bra- 
Brows 3 and of Men's being in their blood, when 
Lord ſaid, They ſhould live : As allo, that God 
6d facob before] he had done any good thing 3 
{ that the Saints love God becauſe he loved 
m fir; But no-where of ftorcſcen Faith and 
incſs, a5 the Cauſc and Ground of God's love 
Men, 
4, Faith and Holineſs are M:4dle things : 
+ are neither the Fozendation nor Top-ſftone of 
tion: They arc to Sovercign Grace, as Stalks 
{Brand 15 arc to a Root 3 by which the Root 
arcys its vcrtucs into its principal fruit z E- 
£23. by Grace ye are ſaved [ throzgh | Faith : 
Th cl, 24 DEL Choſen 40, Salvation { through | Sans 
Neat the Spirit , and belief” of the Truth, 
bet arc no more; the Cauſe of Election , than 
© Mcans of an End arc the firlt Cauſe of Pur- 
3 Nay, no mor? than Tatnai's propention 
(r Averſion, rather ) to build the Temple , and 
Frovide Sacritices tor the God of Heaven, was Exra,Ch 5 
KC Caulc ot Darius his Decrce, that thoſe things and 6; 
puld be d acne, and that by bins, 
5. It Men be Predcftinate to Faith and Holt- 
is, (as they arc) then they were not ſecn to be Rom. 8.354 
 qualited before their Predeſtination : Or it -— TM 
were, then thcir Election (as to that parti- * TALL obs 
 *h would fcem impertinent : There can no 
tonal Account bo given, why Men foreſzen to 
I1 2 be 


bh. 
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be ſuch, ſhould be ſo ſolemn!y Predeſtinate tiiWry f 
to. So likewiſe, it Salvation be the InſcpartiMt) 
Produd of Faith and Holineſs, according to Won: 
5.24, He that belizveth | hath | Everlaſting Life Icalt 
| fall not | come into Condemnation © 1 Pct, 1 £01 
Keceiving the End of your Faith , the Sulvatin M$ 1c 
yorer Souls Then, to ordain to Salvation thi: 3 

toreſccn to be fo qualificd . would ſecm a tha it a: 
both necdleſs and infignificant : It would lic ©-# 
like the ſending of Mcn where they would haWicad 
gonc of themſclves, Such faplcts, irregular, s j DC 
1njudicious Notions, arc vcry unworthy thatC 

Icbrious and for-cver Adorable Adt of Predd 

nation : And if duly weighed, would ſet usta 

thcr off from the Doctrine of Sclt-advancent! 

which ſtands in point-blank oppolition to ! 

Doctrine of God's Gracc. 

P. It could not ſtand with the Wiſdom 
Goodncſs of God. tc found the Salvation of H 
Pcople on a failable bottom : Which it muſt! 
{aid to bc, it dependent on any thing bchd 
His Own Tmmitahle Will : For, what-cvcr it Wi 
that Election had Being trom, by that alſo 1tm! 
bc maintain'd, What thei vw ould bccome of It, 
buijt on that Goodncfs which is as the Mi! 
Cloud, and early Dew £ The Creaturc's will,ct: 
whilcs in a ſtatc of Perfection, was too flight 3 
hcx!c a thing to build this Eternal W cight 
on: And it Man at his beſt Eſtate was Val 
how much morc afterwards , when fo {trong 
—_ t: ) Vanity came vpon his will! 

7, Latily, To derive Election from any RO 
Fp3.1.5, beſide the Good pleaſirre of God , 1s to trufirat 
-2.2.7- the principal End of Man's Saly ation , my 
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yof God's Grace, This Attribute (ot all the 

t) He will not have eclipſed , nor intrench'd 

2n: *Tis ſo Divinely Sacred , as not to admit 

cat Humane touch. For which very cauſe, 

Lord hath fo contrived that Bleſſed Detign 

Plot of His Glory , that all boaſting is ex- 

ted, And no fleſh ſhall glory in His Preſence © 

tit any thing in the Creature be intitled to 

: Cauſality of Election, Fleih will glory 3 and 

cad of excluding Man's Boaſting, Grace it felt 

ll be excluded, (which is far from a Gloritying 

It ) as is plain from Rom. 11.6. 

| would here reſolve a Quere or two, which 

ge have urged from the Scripture : As, 

1. Hp can this Dodirine ſtand with the | General | 
Live and good Will of God towards Men , who 
('tis ſaid ) will have all to beſaved? 1 Tims 
2: 4.2 Pets Fa: 9e 

In General 3 the literal ſenſe of words 15 not 

be relted-on, when the like phraſe of ſpeech 

where uſed, or evident ſcope of the ſame_or 
tr Scripture, agrecs not to it : The delign and 

Tcnt of the whole mult guide the conſtruction 

{ particuelay parts, More particularly: 

I, Though the Doctrine of General Love will 

It ſtand with that of Special Elefion > yet the 

Xtrinc of Spectal Election will ſtand without 

vt, and againl(t it ; For, there is nothing more 

1, than that there is an Eledion of Men to 

irationz asalſo, that the Natural Import of 

tion, is, to chuſe One or more out of Many : 

ow tis nccefiarily implics the leaving ot ſome 3 


Ind conſequently, the Not-willing of Salvation -$0 


|& tor, 
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2. The Will of God cannot be reſiſted : Whit 
He wills ſhall come to paſs, becauſe with Hy 
willing the End, He wills alſo the Means 3 an 
that ſuch as ſhall compaſs His End : T7, 46.1 
My Counſel ſhall fland, T will do all my pleaſm 
1. e, What I pleaſe to will, that Twill have don, 

3. It the word [| A!/ | be here taken Unirerſe 
ly, it takes in Vnbelievers as well as others 3 as 
God would have them to be Saved : And it y 
w1ll explain this by other Scriptures (as.namt 
ly, if they do believe) Theſe alſo muſt be conh 
dered with thoſe that ſhcw how , and by nm 
that Faith muſt be wrought 3 and who they are! 
belongs unto : and they tell us, that Faith is v 
Gift of God 3 and Election intitles to Faith. 

4. The Apoſtle is not here diſcourſing th 
Extent of God's ſpecial Love, whether All Me 
Unerſally are 1ntercſicd 1n it : but exhorting 
levers to a General Duty'3 viz. To give thanks 
Kings , and all in Authority , becauſe of the 
nchts wc have by Government and to pray} 
them ; not only tor their pcaccable governing® 
us; but if otherwife, that God would turn thi 


hearts, and make them Nurling Fathers to Bl 
' Church. And to inforcc the Duty, there is no® 


grce nor ttate of Men excmptcd trom Salvation 
God hath choſen ſome of erery- fort 3 and thet 
fore we ought not to ſort any out of our Fri) 
EIS, 

5. The word [ All] is oftcn uſed, when but 
part, and ſometimes, the leſſiy part, of the thi 
{pokecn of, is intended by it : As on the cot 


ry, when the Uniterſality of the Subject 1s If 


tcndcd, it 1s cxprefied by Singulars __ : 
clicvC 


lievc! 
prihe: 
e Mc 
cat iff 
tends 
e Cat 
il ft 
d yi 
Kchdu 
5, an 
en tg 
nd D 
len 1 
Rank 
nd 4. 
PIMP 64, 
ome « 
liftin; 
Daug| 
6, 
Retr, 
Sopc 
lid t 
ven 
All © 
G bi 
and 1 
hath 
d2 1 
dwel 
tow 
(att 
Wor 


nd 4, ver. together, ) The fame 1n 
mu out of my Spirit upon all Fleſh : that is, upon. 


of God's Sovereignty, &Cc, 
lievcth thall be faved; and Him that cometh 


ro me, 1 will in no wiſe caſt out. It fometuncs 
mifies All of ſach a ſort 3 10 Eve was faid to te 


e Mothcr of All Living 3 not of Atl Livqng 
utures, but all off her own kind, Tt other times 
tends Some of all Sorts; as where it is faid, All 
e Cattle of Agypt died , Exod. 9.6. And the 
il ſmate every Tree, -and every Herb , vcr. 25. 
d yet other Cattle are mentioned attcr , and a 


Kliduc of Trees arc ſaid to be eſcaped , ver. I9, 


5, and Chap, x0. 5. So here , God will have all 
en to be Saved 5 That 1s, Some of cVcry Sort 
nd Degree 3 Gentiles as well as Jews 3 Kings and 
en in Authority, as well as thoſe of a meancr 
hank; ( as 15 evident , by OY the 152: 


ome of every Age, Sex, and Degree, without 


luinction.3 Young.O!d, Maſters, Scrvants,Sons, 


Daughters, &c, as it follows there. 


6, To theſe Univerſal terms do belong, divers 


keltrictions, which mutt be gathered from the 


Scope and Context 5 Col. 1.23, The Goſpel 1s 
lud to be preached to every Creature under HCeas 
ven; and yet Men only arc intcnded , and not 
Al of them neither z For the Goſpel had reach-. 
od but a ſmall part of the World at that time, 
and not the whole of it yet, Adis 15.21, Moſes 
hath in every City them that preach him : Tt mult 
bv underttood only of Citics where the Fews 
dwclt, and had Synagogues 3 which. were but 
Iw in compariſon. Ads 8. 4, They that were 
Kattcrcd abroad, went every where preaching the 
Word 3 z, e, Thev balked no place, nor perſon 3 
FI 4 Put 
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but preached wherc ever they came: At fil: 1 
was contin'd to the Fews , but now without | 
mits, 1 Cor, 4. 5, Every Man fhall 'have praileq 
God : It can be mcant only of Good and Fatt 
ful Servants , which arc but 2 Remnant to tix 
whole picce. Eph. 4.5, God 1s faid to be the 
Father of Al; and yct, Satan (we know) 15 tit 


nd 0! 
pundat 
rd ho 
e lilte 
hercvl 
cncra, 


2 H 


Father of the tar grcater part of the Worwlh wi 
Col. 1.20, Chritt is {aid to Reconcile all thine for 
and yet, al the Angels mutt be exempted > Til 1. 1 
Goed Ang.ls, becaule they never were at enmit)"lilfſfc Lit 
and thc Evil Oncs, bucauſe not Reconcilcabl.Wrincr 


-Þ/, 1.10, That He might gather together 10rluies 
One all things in Chrilt : This| All things | ices ſve rc 
plainly to intcnd the Eled 3 tor they arc the fub- WM Na 
jcct diſcourſed of in the whole Chaptcr : andin Meiinſtt 
Maithere, Thoſe gathercd together are titled toc E-W. 3. 
tet. Mat, 24.31, In Heb. 12, S, All axe ſaid 10 t G 
be partakers of Chaſtiſenicnt : and yet it can be ſore, 
meant only of Sons tor Battards arc not Partt: Wicdg| 
kcers of it 3 as it tollows there. Fobn 6.45, Th) Wc Lo 
ſhall be Al! taught of God: It reſpccts only the {Mon ; 
Sons of the Church, (i.e. ſuch as are ElcGed ) avs. 4 
whoſe Iniquitics are forgiven them , ard cheif Mics 2 
{ins remcmbrcd no more: It 15 the Terour of Wor! 
the New Covenant , which is made with the Fiusa: 
Houle of Tſracl 3 that is, Jews in Spirit, or © Wit! 
Elc& Nation, Heb. $. 10, 11. Fer. 31. 34. And ÞÞits 
it theſe terns Uaiverſal | All and Evcry | ae WM Mc 
ſom:ctimes apriicd to the Ele& oxcluſive of 0- Fihi 
thcrsz why not as well in the place whence the Wit p 

JucrC 18{aKken. WS. 
I have inffanccd theſe ,, to ſkew what Contra- ſas 
diciery Notions would tollow , thonld thc he 
| 040015 


of God's Sovereignty, BC. £5 


wrd of words be adhered-toz What a Sandy 
undation Univerſal-Eledtion is built upon 
rd how likely we are to loſe the Truth, whiles 
e lilicn to an uncertain ſound ; the , meaning 
kcrcot! may yet be had from the Context , and 
cncral Current of Scripture. * | 
2, How (hall this kind of Election be Reconciled 

with Acts 10, That God is no Reſpecter of Per- 
ſons ? EE as 

1. This ſhews the inconvenience of mindin 
ic Literal ſenſe of words above the Scope : The 
mc Exception | takes-in All 3 and now this 
cluies All: tor, if Literally taken , God ſhould 
re reſpect tonone. 2. The Jews were an E- 
& Nation 3 and ſos this Obje&tion will Iye a- 
nſt that Election as much as this we' are up- 
« 3, The ſcope of the place plainly intends, 
at God retpeets no Man's Perſon, either leſs or 
ore, tor his outward condition, Or Carnal Pri- 
ledges. Till Then, the Partition was up , and 
c Lord ſeemed to regard only the Jewiſh Na- 
v5 ſuftcring, All betides,, to Walk, mn their own 
117. As 14, 16, But Now had God to the Gen- 
«r alſo granted Repentaiice unto life, Aqs 11. 16, 
vl fay, They were Fearers of God whom He 
usaccepted ? True 3 but That was not it which 
Hy induced His Acceptance, or intit'led them 
It; (aithough it was their Evidence for It. ) 
Men tear not God till He hath put His fear 
bin them 3 Then, their fearing Him, doth 
t precede His Reſpect towards them , Hut fol- _ | 
*$.upon it: And this is the Favour which he Fob 15-16! 
as to His Choſen , 'Pſal, 106. 4+ 


3. if 


hoZ 
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3. If Men be ordained to Salvation abſolm 
That need or uſe us there off Good Works ? 
Good Works have divers good Uſes andEn 
and good Reaſons there are tor God's ordainin 
them to be walked in 3 without ſuppoſing 
Walking in them, the Ground, Condition, orM 
tive of our Electionz As 1. To teliihe our lo 


_ toGad; of which we have no ſuch evidence 


the keeping of His Commandments : 1 j: 
2. Toſhew torth His virtues whoſe Off-iprin 
we profcſs our ſclves to be: Mat. 5. 45, That 
may be ( 4, e, that ye may appear and approve yo 
{clves to be) the Children of your Father which is1 
Heaven. 3. To convince thoſe without 3 tit 
they by our good Converſation may be won-0i: 


and learn to do well ; or clfe be compelled to gl 


rife God in the day of Viſitation. 4. For incl 
ragement and example to weaker Chriſti 
who yet are but Children in the good ways 
God, andarc aptlier led by Example than P 
cept. 5. That by having our Senſes exerciſcd; 
bout holy things, we might become more bd) 
and fo, more capable of Communion with © 
here, and mcetencd for our Heavenly Inheritas: 
6. Good works are a part of Election 3 and t! 
Elect are as abſolutely ordained to them , 35" 
Salvation it. ſelf, Foh. 15, 16. | 
Objc&ions I did not intend to meddic-witi 
Put conſidering that That which follows of til 
kind , (though done tor another account 
help to diſcover the lightneſs of what is alledgf 


DIOMm 
Th 


_ againſ. om Dodtrine of Eletion , I have ther 


fore inſerted it here 3 and hope it ſhall prove 
Its further Contirmation, - 
IN 


of God's Sovereignty, &C. 


There is no Election, nor Decree of Elecizon, of pay= \ 
ticular perſons as ſuch z but of the intire ſpecies 
of Men from Eternity © 

Eledidn is the chuſing of Some from among, 0= 

as; and it always ſuppoleth a greater number 

t of which the choice is made and confe- 

ently, the taking (or chuſing) of Al, is quite 

Aidcs the Nature of Ele&ion : The Scripture 
is, they arc choſen | out] of the World 3 Then 
World is not Choſen 3 4. e. The intire Species 

f Men is not the obje of Election. 

God hath not decreed from Eternity to Elec any 
perſon of Mankind upon any terms, but that in 
caſe he liveth to years of diſcretion, he may poſ- 
fivly periſh £ 

This is excepted againſt : 1. Becauſe the Per- 

n of Chriſt Himſelt is not exempted : 2.Be- 
uiſe a5 poſſibly the Death of Chriſt might be 1n 

ain: 3.It makes the Decree and Eleftion two 
ings, and diycrs in reſpect of timic. That Ele- 

ion was from Eternity, is proved from Eph.1.4. 
And that the Elect ſhall not periſh, is abſolutely 
promiſed, Fohn 10. 28. 

Ibreatnings of Damnation are abſolutely inconſi- 
ſtent with 2 Peremptory Decree to confer Salva- 
tn ? 

No more than the threatning of Death upon 
44 , was inconfiftent with God's purpole to 
Wind him a Saviour : That Caution alfo [| That 
cept the Mariners ftayed in the Ship, they could not 
b Saved | was well conſiſtent with that peremp- 
ory Promiſe | That there ſhould be no loſs of any 
Man's life, } The Promife of Safety was avſ6- 
line: but their actual obtainment of it was cor= 


ditional : 


fo3 


Anſ. 


Fohat5.199 


Arſe : 
Gen.2.17, 
with 
Ch. 3.15. * 
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ditional : Yet fo, as that the performance of 
Condition on their part, was as Certain by t; 
Decree, as Safety upon their performance of i 
For, Hc that determin'd. the fatety of their live 
detcrmin'd allo that it ſhould be cftected by tha 
abiding in the Ship 3 and that this Caution, « 
threatning of danger , in caſe they went-out 
ſhould be a means to prevail with them tor thi 
abiding 3 and ſo it did. 

In like manner , that ſaying of the Apolt: 
Rom. 9.13, If ye walk after the fleſh, ye ſhall di 
was very contittent with what he had {aid ator 
in Chap. 6. 14. That Sin ſhall not have dominin 
over them: and that Nothing ſhould ſ#par.te th 
from the love of God , Chap. 8.39. For , as tit 
Lord deals with reaſonable Creatures 3 fo hc mas 
uſe of Rational Arguments, Motives, and Cauts 
ons to work upon them : Both End and Mean, 
and Inducements to thc uſe of thoſe Mcans , wett 
211 determin'd together, 

Ile judge it a very ſenſleſs part in a Father, 
give his Child compleat aſſurance 11der Hand 
and Seal, that he will make him bis Heir again 
all poſſible interveniences z and yet preſent! 
threaten him, if he be not dutiful, to difinbe 
him ? 

Unqutiful Children may dare to judge thus ot 
their Fathers actions; and Children (that other 
wiſe arc dutitu! and good, yct) whiles Chilarcn, 
may have Childiſh Conceptions of what thell 
Ancicntsdo : But Mcn grown-up, and acquaint” 
ed with. thcir Fathers prudence and goodneb, 
w1ll lay their hand upon their mouth. The pro- 
ruſe and purpoſe of God to give Canaan to A- 

| _— EE Gs braham $ 
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of God's Sovereignty, &c. 
rebam's Seed, was fo abſolute, that (by the Ob- 


tors own confcfſon ) all their unworthineſs 
rould not deprive them of it : It 1s alſo evident 
{their demeanour, and the Event at laſt : yet, 
» oft-n docs the Lord threaten to difmnherit 
'm? and to blot out their name from under Hea- 
?n * Did Moſes, now, go and charge God fooliſh- 
y 7 Did he tell Him, *tis a ſenſleſs part thus to 
ircaten atter ſo abſolute an Engagement to the 
ontrary ? No, he puts the Lord in mind of His 
Promiſe to their Fathers 3 of His Mercy in par- 
loning them afore-time 3 what refleerion it 
rould have on His Honour among the Egyptians, 
It He ſhould now deſtroy them, &c. Not a word 
t Complaint, That firſt to Promiſe, and then to 
threaten, isa ſenſleſs thing : It had bcen ſenſleſs 
in Miſes thus to do.and in no wiſe conhiftent with 
5 Duty, But morc diredtly : 


chaſe an Office for his Son , and ſo to ſettle it on 
hin 3 that it ſhall not bein his own power to 
keverſe it : And yet, (keeping to himſclt the 
knowledge of that Settlement ) propoſe the enjoy- 
ment thercof conditionally , viz. upon terms of 0- 
7 WE bulicnce to his Fathers Commands : The ten - 

dncy of all which, is but to prove himlſclt the 
of WW Son of (ach a Father, and to Mceten him for his 
T- Place: And the more to oblige his Son to a ltu- 
I <i0us preparing himſclf for it 3 to lay before hum 
tecvil and danger of a negligent courſe 3 by 
© W which (if perliltied in) he might render himſelt 
o incapable, But ſurely, ſuppoling this Father to 
- Wave the fame powcr over his Son, as God hath 


: over the heart and Spirit of His People 3 He will 
{5 


[t wcreno ſenſleſs part in a Father, to pur- 
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 ſoorder him by Inſtruction, Diſcipline, and goo! 
pringiplcs, that hefhall not run into a Fortcitur, 
Beſides, Threatnings gf Damnation arc ng 
properly appliable to Believers , who know them: 
ſelves ſo to be 3 For he that believeth, :; paſs 
from Death to Life , and ſhall not come into Con- 
demnation > However ( at timics) for want of! 
thorow knowing their State, unthankfulneſs for 
it, or ſome other nu{carriage 3 they bring thene 
* felves under doubtings of it, But for fuch 5 
have Compleat Aſſurance under God's Hand ani 

Seal, (as the Objection ſpeaks) they are Sealed v 

Eph.4.30 to the Day of Redemption , with a Seal that nan. ; 
Rom. 8.15, yall be looſed, . Ne | 
In caſe any Perſon were ſo adjudged to Eternal lit Fes 

from Eternity, that there is no poſſibility of mil . I. 

carrying 3 then there was no neceſſity of Chrift "th 

dying for him ? | ah 

"An". The Aﬀertors of Abſolute Ele&ion do hol 4m, 
with the Scripturcs; That Election is in arl Hin 
through Chrift : The ſame Deccrce that ordaincd il . 
Salvation, ordaincd alſo the Mediation of Chrif 4 _ 
in order therctoz;That God might be Fuſt in fuſe - 9 
fying : He hath appointed us to obtain ſalvation by the i 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Theſ. 5.9, 10. Ye might. y 
with as much ſhew of Reaſon, inter, That if fuci C A 
an End be appointed to be wrought by ſucia, th 
Means , then that Means is unneceſſary to thi | 
end : That if God had Choſen Men to Salvation "A 
through SanRifcation of the Spirit and bclict C by 
the Truth, then holineſ$ and faith arc Necdl&þ - 
things : Theſe arc abſurd reaſonings, which the Ie. 
wer _— Owns, nor Needs. | | 
e judge ſuch an Eleftion to be an open Enemy ff + 
 ""”_ OT" Golln 
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Godlinefl, For who will ſtrain and toil himſelf 

for that which he knows he ſhall obtain by an ea 

fre pace £ | 
The Dod&rine of Conditional EleGion can be 
)fricnd to Godlineſs, whatever it may pretend 3 
rc all that a man doth on that account, ulti- 
jatcly cnds in ſelf. Godlineſſ is to ain at God as 
rchicf End, in all that we do : Now, One that 
Ids the Ele ſure of Salvation, and believes him- 
ftobe one of them, and yet goes on to fear 
50d and obey Him 3 Glorihics God more than he 
at performs the ſame duties for kind, ( and per- 
2ps, greater in bulk) in expeRation of life there= 
7, The Phariſees faſted oftncr than Chriſt's 
diſciples 3 but were not ſuch real friends to God- 
nels as they : Long prayers, faſtings, and alms- 
eds, arc all nothing without Love : and who 
you think) will Love God more, he that be- 
Icves himſelf ſure of Gods Love unchangcably 3 
r One that holds, That after all his toiling and 
raning, he might poſſibly have Run 1n vain, 
nd loc all at laſt ? Tt ye ſpeak thus, ye croſs the 
&pericnce of God's Children 3 ( yea, and of Na- 
ire too, for Who counts it a toil to cat his Meat 
facn Nature rTequircs it 3 eſpecially when *tis 


+W' ot agrccable both to his pallate and conſtitu- 
10-22 *) All the waycs of God are pleaſantneſs to 
vm that walk in them 3 and 3beſe would not 


ave them again, although their future happineſs 
mere not concerned in it: if they be grievous to 
y, 1t is from their unacquaintedneſ(s with Fs 
re, 1 John 5. 3. 
It muſt needs make men very remiſs and looſe in the 
Service of Goa? | 


Chriſt 


An. 


pen 8,22. 
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- Chriſt knew, that the dngels had charne nff@'p10' 
Him ; and that He ſhould not daſh His foot 20ainf 1s fo, 
Rone yet ne'r the Jeſs caretul of His own preſe it wb 
vation : Paul was furc of the Crown of Righte ſs of 
neſs >, and yet as diligent in beating-1own bis buf* & 
and {irain'd as hard in Ramning his Race, as 2ny ect h 
thoſe who lay the fircls of Salvation upon tha ume 
Works: | {0 De 

Such a Notion of Election, Tayes the honone and oi* tir 
ceſſity of that great Ordinance of Preaching i ®"! 
Goſpel, in the duſt : For, if the Ele& (fo caltd Poly p 

Fall as certainly be ſaved by 2 weak , ſimpl:, cſery 
Corrupt Miniſtry, and this (it may be) ene"?! 
but a day or two in all a Man's life, or lſoe© D 
attenaed upon ,, wherein 1s the Miniſtry of if" H 
Goſpel to be effeemed ? | At] 

. That peremptory Dccrce , That | Summer aſt ** 
Winter, Day and Night. ſhall not ceaſe ; | takes noj"'<c 
away the necettity of the Sun's being in ti nc, « 
World , nor of its daiiy Riſings, Scttings, and'> © 
various Revolutions : For, by theſe ( as the X: - 

ly 


ccſlary Means thereof ) mult the Decree be nad 
good. So, the Abſolutencſs of that other panſ®®> 
of the Promiſc, { That Seed-time and Harvelt ſhall * 

aot ceaſe] doth no-whit diſcharge the Husbance "-C 


-man cither of his Uſctulncſs or Duty 3 but evi? 
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ccth the one, and inforceth the other 3 Giving 
alſv Encouragement to him in his Work. 

The force of this Anſwcr will not be cvadec 
by alledging, That God affords them Means 
propcr ard ſufficient for Sccd-time and Harveſt) 
( that is,they have hitting Scaſons, with Seed-com 
Horſcs, Plows, and othcr Utenſils of Husbandry) 
and that's all the Promiſe intcnds 3 and if th&5 

1mprove 
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prove them not, the fault's their own : True, 
is ſo, and they ſhall ſmart for their ncglett : 
t what will become of the Promiſe, and Sure- 
Fof the Covenant ? Therefore, this is not All 
bit God doth for Men 1n this point:He that De- 
d how long the Earth ſhall endure, and what 
umler of Men He will raiſe-up upon it did 
{ Decree His own upholding thereof durin 
at time 3 and by what Means thoſe Mcn ſhould 
propagated, and kept alive 3 and did accord- 
zly put into Mankind, the Principles of Self- 
cſrvation 3 by which they are Natarally 
ompted to the uſe of them, as they are to 
at. Drink, and Slecp : He hath ſet the World in 
er Heart, Eccleſ. 3.11. 

As the Ele ſhall certainly be ſaved, and alſo 
pared tor that Salvation 3 ſo hath the Lord ap- 
inted them ſzech a Meiniſtry , and for fo long a 
nc, and their attendance thereon, in ſuch man- 
r, 2s belt agreeth to His Own intent 3 and 
ich He will bleſs and make effetal for that 
nd; asis ſeen in His ſeading Par to certain: 
I2ccs, where he muſt Preach , and not hold his 
w; Why? becauſe God had much People in 
at City : t,e, Many of His Elect Oncs were 
«5 who mult be brought in by Parxl's Mint- 
ly: Bythiniz, and other places, he is not ſuffered 
20 into, though he would 3 God had not yet 
LY Work for him there. | 

Thoſe that are to be taken,the Lord will bring 
tder the Means (as He did that Shoal oi Filhcs 
der Peter's Nct, Witneſs the Eunuch, Corneli- 
the Jailour, and others : ) And this Mcans, 
tether Powerful or Simple in Men's cliccm, * 

all 
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all one to God 3 His Word ſhall accompliſh thai, 
He ſcnds it for: and the weaker the Means ai; 
the more is the Power of God magnihed: $ 
Afs 2, How by Illiterate Men's Miniſtry , H 
took them by thouſands, and added to His Chur 
daily, ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. So then, the M 
niſtry of the Goſpel is in no wiſe made uſclels 
diſcſteemable by the Doctrine of Abſolute El 
on 3 but 1s rather Greatencd thereby , as bein 
the Powcr of God to that Salvation He hath Ch 
{en us to. | 
Of what great conſequence to the World, are ti 
Richeſt Gifts of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Ut 
rance, GC, if all thaſe who are in any poſſvili 
of being ſaved by them , may and ſhall « a 
tainly be ſaved without them ? 
That thc Richeſt Gifts of Wiſdom , Knon 
Icdge, Utterance, arc of no grcat conſequence! 
the World, is no Conſcquent of the Dodtrinet 
Abſolute Elc&tion 3 For, They are given fort 
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Perfecting of the Saints, and edifying the Body ” 
Chrittz ( that is, The Ele@: ) And all the « dar 
verſitics of Gitts, Maniteſtations,and Opcratior = 


do concur to the ſame Erd ; ſince it is the fan 
Cod, who work<th all in all 3 (that is) He © 
points Mcn to Salvation 3 theſe Gitts, as amcal 
to prepare them for it 3 and makcs them efc> 
al thercto. But, that thoſe Richcſt Gifts of V 
dom, Knowledge, and Utterance, are of nog 
uſc or coniequence to the World 3 is a vcr) N 
z#ral Conſequent of that Doctrine , which tt 
the World, that the Sun, Moon, and Stars 
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preach the Goſpel ſufficiently for Salvatic Tots 
Which, if they do, whcercin (indeed) _— 4 a Ge 
ic 
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W+c{: Gifts to be eſteemed ? And to what end 
his wattc? Why ſhould the beſt of Men ſuffer 
Wins, Impriſonments, and- Death, for doing 
Wt which might be done by thoſe above the 
< of danger ? And withal , *tis too well 
own and obvious , That Men of greatclt 
ledge, Utterance, and depth of Reaſon, 
h as are fiiled the Princes of this World ) 
are not always (nay, very rarcly) the faſicti 
nds of Truth and Godlineſs : And thoſe tew 
t are, are not always moſt ſucceſifu} in their 
rk; When-as ſome others, meanly turniſhed Eccleſ.g.1x 
ompariſon, have turned the World upſide-down, 2 Cor.10.10 
e Lord oft-times rejects the W 7. and Prog. with = 
t,and reveals himſelf by Babes 3 To take from | O47 6 
; a occaſion of boaſting; and to make it ap- pl 
”,that the Faith of His People doth not ftand 
the I iſdom of Men , but in the Power of God, 3 £7+3+5: 
Upon what account can Men be preſſed to a fre- 
qeent, diligent, conſcientious? attendance on the 
Miniſtry ; if Salvation , and conſequently Pre- 
pation , and Meetneſf for Salvation , ſoall as 
certainly be had by a broken, careleſs, ſuperſici- 
a attendance in this kind ? 
"M01 what account did the Lord ſo frequently 
ronith that People, to keep the Law without 
Wing alide 3 to Circumciſe their hearts 3 and 
*no more ſtiff-necked 3 and this, as the Con- 
Wien of their obtaining Canaan 3 if all their 
Worthincſs could not deprive them of Canaan ? 
hich, the Author of this.Obje&ion clerhere 
ms, they could not. ) But turther 3. As Men 
Creatures, it is their Duty to ſervg.ahd ho- 
@ G4 and in order thexeto , to Witit upon 
Iz” ... Him 


nd 
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Him in His Ordinances, and that with all dF 1. : 
gence 3 although the: buſineſs of their SalvaiſWio 
were not concerned init 3 but much more {nſÞ c: 
it is, if any thing of Selt-concern may entorgfÞſc Ve 
Duty : ' And truly the preſent ſweetneſs thatjſÞs !c: 
in the good ways of God, is Argument fuffciqiſptun, 
to induce our moſt ſerious attendance there" Þ) 
But, f that Salvation, or Mcetneſs for Salvatghl 2. 1 
may as certainly. be had by a carclefs Ati 
dance] is far from the DoQrine of Abſolut 
Ieion to aſſert : For, it prefſeth it (till, as an! 
portant Duty, to give all diligence t0 n7ake our 
ling and Eleftion ſire, But really , Remiſne! 
Dwty , is the Natural Reſult of that DoCcir 
which teacheth, That a Man polſibly may lolt 
he hath run-for at the laſt ſtep : For, who 1 
ſtrain and toil himſelf Cas they texrmit) for 
uncertainty? And if there be any ſuch, 
negle& thejr Duty , becauſc if Elcdtcd they 
ſurc to be ſaved 3 they give but a ſorry Evidc 
of their fiatc : And they axe (commonly) 
25 oppoſe the Dodtrine of Elcdtion 5 and not 
thoſe who hold tor it. 

Such an Elecjion as we contend againſt, we j11F- 

be not unworthy the moſt excellent Natw 

God, and to be at manifeſt deſtance with 
IV iſdnm. Holineſs, Mercy, Fretice, 6. 

H the Election contended againſt, be fu! 
the Objcetors Arguments are pointed-at | 
ſuch as 7 Iſuppule)) was never held by any» * 
then, *ris ill-fpent time to ſet-up Countertelt - 
tions ,* and make a great buſineſs of confut 
them; Bur it is Abſolnte Election , without 

ſpcet {Men's Yorks, that is liriven-againit? 
- Sor this, we lay, - 5 1, Al 


' 
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| (M1, Abſolute Election is no way. contrary to the 
an ildom of God, but moſt conſonant thereto 3 For, 
e ſoy can it ſiand with His Wiſdom , to determine 
"8: Death of His Son for the Salvation of Men 3 
hall lcave it wndetermin'd ( and conſequently n- 
FeW1uin) whether any one perſon ſhall have Salva- 
ol OI! by It ? 

ay 2+ It is fo far from bcing at manifeſt dehance 
Arch che Mercy of God 3, that it is, molt congruous 
ae (W4fuitable to the very Nature of it: To ſhew 
zn iercy, is to open the heart to one in diſtreſs 3 
r (ſb love and do-good to Encmics , whom He 
night as juſtly have deſtroyed, and was no way 
xiÞ'2d to ſpare , much lefs to advance them : 
ot, perhaps they were deeplier involv'd in 
0 wiſfu"t than other Men, cven the Chief” of fin- 
for F': which is (ure) the higheſt illuftration of 
, Wificy, and far from a manifeſt defiance with it, 

© 3- It doth not oppoſe the Fuftice of God 3 
1dr, to whom: is He Debtor, or can be? All had 
) Þ'ock in Adam 3 and having loſt it by their own 
not'uult, God is not obliged to rcftore it : There- 
K+ 50 Injuſtice to repair One, and not Ano- 
jg kT 


- : | 
11 Poth it argue any Sovereign or high ſtrain of Grace, 


th WY when Ten Thouſand have equally offended , to 
: pwrdon one or two; and implacably reſolve t9 
cn puniſh and torment all the Reſt to the utmoſt ex- 
; 1 tremity ? And this againſt all poſſible enterveni- 
3 WW ency of Sorrow and Repentance for their fault ? 
it Wit were very deſirable, that Men ( whiles they 
nfudpoſe to contend for the Grace of God.) would 


out W oder their words, as becomes the Gravity of 


i 0 a Subje& z And nwuch-more that they come 
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-not ſo near to a Down-right reproaching tha" 
; Glortous Grace 3 of which: we cannot have x mall f 


prehenſions awful enough. The men who th 
ſpeak, had necd to try their Spirits, whether the 
be of God 3 Since? trom the ſame Premiſſes the 
draw Concluſions quite contrary to thoſe, w 
(we know) ſpake as they were moved by t 
Holy Ghott. In Scripture account *tis no der 
a to the Grace of God, that He called 4 

abam | alone , leaving Millions beſides to the 
periſhing condition. Nor can 1 believe that Ml 
ſes underſtood it a Piſparaging of God's love t 
Mankind, when he tells us, That He-choſe will 
Nation alone for His own Peculiars, who yet #9ﬀ 
the feweſt of any People. One of a City, and 
of a Family, were leſs in proportion than One 
Two of Ten Thouſand 3 yet no complaint upp * 
it, by thoſe intereſſed in that Grace, It's the pi 
perty of God's Children to admire that He lo 
any, and cſpecially themſelves, and not toil 
fault becauſe He loves not All alike. Who am 
(ſays David ) that thou haſt brought me hither 
And Chriſt's Diſciples , Lord, why wilt thou 
nifeſt thy ſelf tous, (us Twelve ) and not 0 
World ! *Tis therefore the more ſirange to con 
der, Why and how, any that call themfcIves 
the Biotherhood, came fo to Eſpoulſe the QUY 
rcl of thoſe without and that with ſuch Ef 
neſs, as to firive and tall-out among themlcl 
about the others Concerns: It were mot 
viſcabic to leave off diſputing, and tall to} 
ctſc. But to Anſwer more dircCtly 

1. This Remnant is not ſo contemptibly 


be ſpoken-of 3 They are Ten thouſand #1 


of God's Sovereignty, &Cc. I19 


"ſnd, and Thouſands of Thouſands : And how Rev.5-Uhs 
8"! focver the number be, (if it were but One, 
bY were more by One than the whale Creation 
plÞud deſerve. ) I fay, How few ſoever they are, 
fp Man knows but himſelf may be One of them 5 
whW'<{5 by deſpiting the Grace of God in Election, 
MF hive proved it otherwiſe to himfelt. 
2, To pitch-on 2 Few whiles in their Blood 
M4 Enmity againſt God , and reſolve cven then, 
MW nake them Everlaſtingly happy 3 and that a- 
anſt the Natural bent of their own will > was 
Grace much more high and Sovereign, than to 
pF" them for their own bctter improvement of 
Wt they have in common with other Men : 
W'or that would not be of Grace, but of Debt.) 
W, if the Lord ſhould bring Ten Thouſand 
Imcs that number into a Salvable ſtate, (as they 
pak; ) but ſo, as ( very poſſibly ) not one of, 
cn ſhall ever be faved 3 it would not bring the 
ouſandth part of that Glory to His Grace, as 
Save z Few invincibly, | 
3. If the Lord did foreſee, that but Few would 
lieve 3 and yet reſolv'd to ſave none but ſuch as 
Wuld believe 3 Then the Objection (as to Few- 
Wl) falls on the Objectors DoGtrine as much as 
urs, 
W 4 As for Godly Sorrow, Faith, and Repen- 
euce3 they are the Gift of God, and proper to 
ele E!c9 + And fo, no Reaſon to ſuppoſe the in- 
WWnvenicncy of theſe in them that are left 3 .or to 
t an implacable Reſolution to puniſh and tor- 
ic - in whom theſe Poſſibilities go-focrth 
bto of 
Other Allegations they have againſt the Do- 
I4 crine 
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ctrine of Elc&ion, which will admit of as play 
a Solution as thoſe above: But it being my pur 
poſe to colle&t what I ſhould fhnd in the Scry 
turcs for it, and not to controvert the Point | 
proceed no farther, but go-on to the Wiſctulnel 
of the Pocrine : Only, by the way, let me pre 
miſe 2 Caution or two. | 

1. Let no Man tax God with Tnjuſtice or Par 
tiality, becauſe He takes not All , or. bccaule no 
thoſe of higheſt eſtcem among Men : Do not tit 
Princcs of the World exerciſe Dominion ove 
Men like themſelves ? Or is there a Subjcc b 
mcan, but will think himſelf wrong'd , it que 
tiion'd tor diſpoſing his own? ( which yet 1s hs 
own but as borrowcd : )) And ſhall vain Mar 
preſume to Arraign his Sovereign Lord ! Woe i 
him that ftriveth with his Maker : Tf you mult be 
Mcdling, let it be with Pot-fhcards of Earth lit 
your {clvcs. 

2, Letno Man diſvalue the Do&rine of Elct- 
on, becauſe it takes-in but a Remnant : W\ hy ar 
they ſtiled, The| little |'Flock,, but to heighten the 
Mercy and Privilcdge of it in their Eſteem! Now 
did not contcmn the Grace of God to Himlſelt and 
his Sons, bccauſe the World of Ungodly were ex- 
cluded the Ark3 nor the Remnant that cſcaped 
| Fer. 44028, the Sword in Egypt, reckon their own Delive- 
rance Cre the leſs Mercy, becauſe the Ret of 
their Countrymen had not a ſhare in ig :. Men 00 
not uſe to ſlight their own Immunitics, to 
ther's Not-being intercſſed in them 3 But rat 
to value themſelves the morc upon it. 

And now. as a Means to Prevent or Remove the 
evil Suimiſes Caution'd againſt 3 with thoſe & 


Caution 1. 


Cantion 2, 


ther 
may | 
thole 
(trinc 


contr: 
t5 wh 
(firſt 
reral 
what 
ouſly, 

I. 
vatio! 
Thou 
Lot, : 
6, Tt 
Ee 
prove 
Whol 
One « 
icls's 
ac by 
fore 1 


t9 bi 


of God's Sovereignty, Kc. 


thole Many and Worthy Improvements this Do- 
3 {Mcirine is capable of, above and beyond that of the 
contrary Tenour : As alſo, of thoſe Laws of Du- 
5 which it lays upon'us. And here I would ſce 
(firſt) what Fruit may be gather'd from the (c- 
reral Branches of the' Propotition 3. and (then) 
noW© what trom the Groſſ, or whole of it promiſcu- 
chef ouifly., 05, 


ther ſiniſter Deductions which Carnal Reafon 
may be apt to ſuggeſt 3 let us draw up a few of 


vel 1, Since vhere is an Elton of Men to Sal- Inference 


bvition, put you'in for a part and intereſt in it: 
uM Though their Number be but ſmal), Caft-in your 
hi Lot, and make One among them. My meaning 
lars, That though never {0 few are the Objects of 
HI E):&ion ; you Will make it your bulineſs, to 
i 0 prove vour ſelf of that Few : It but Treo int the 
ieM whole World , who knows but 'thon maycſt be 

re of them ? And 'do'it the rather , for Fes 
cn ncts's fake : Tt's our Saviour's Argument, They 
are ic but Few that goin at the ſtrait gatc 3 therc- 
the More tirive, The Ninevtes had not that ground 
wilt blicve God would accept them , that you 
nd tare; for their Runge was pronounccd in pe- 
ex-Micrptory words, and no Room cxpreſly left for 
ped kepentance3 and yet they humbled themſelves, 
ve-Wid turn'd from their-evil ways , rpon this only 


lis fiexce anger , that we perifh not © It's a happi- 
Rs worth your -Venturing-for : For ( I) You 
« loſe nothing by endeavouring: (2) You can 
hardly have a more ſolid Evidence of your being 


the Uefted , than to have your heart taken with E- 
oy ing Love, and caſting your ſelf upon it: 
CT | And 


Onfidcration Who can tell if God will turn aw?y Fonab 3: 9, 


I Os 
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And (3) Never did any periſh, who ventur'd 0 
this Bottom. 

TI. From the Doctrine of Elecions A4bſe 
Iuteneſs, 1s evidenced the excecding Riches of the 
Grace of God; in that He hath not left this 
Great Concern to Humane Contrivance ; but hath 
laid it more ſure and fafe, than Men themſelves 
would have done : For, *tis too evident (by the 
Reaſonings that are uſed, to make Ele&ion De 

ndent and Conditional ) how it would have 
gone , if left to the Wiſdom of Men, But [I ſhall 
not doubt to affirm , That this Dodrine of Ek- 
&tion's Abſoluteneſs, is much atorc-hand with 
that which teacheth it to be Conditional , both in 
point of Encouragement , and otherwiſe 3 and 
that as wcll Afore believing, as Afterwards. 

I. Before a Man comes to believe : ( ſuppoling 
him to be Notionally inſtructed therein Before ) 
For, being under conviction of the Greatneſs, and 


Multitude of his Sins 3 and finding the power of 


in-dwelling corruption ſo. Inſuperable 3 having 
alſo a fight of the Holineſs of God ; It needs 
muſt prove a difficult Matter to believe, that ther 
is Mercy and Pardon for ſuch. a One as he 3 or, that 
ever thoſe domineering luſts ſhould be made to 
ſubmit : But then conſidering, ( 1_) That Ele 
ing Love pitches on the Chief of Sinners: 
(2) That it flows not from , nor is foundcd up: 


on any condition to be performed by Mcn : And 
( 3.) That Election has in it All that conduc 
to Lite, and Godlineſs: (.Theſe things, I 


conſidered _) it cannot but have a far greater - 


fluence on the Soul, to cleave unto God, and fol- 
low hard after Him 3 than if his Ele&ion wet 
ſuſpended 


aſpen 
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0" Wf-pendcd upon his doing that whigh he finds 1n 

fimſ:lf no power to perform: For, he ſees by 
JG Wwoful (204 yer, through Grace, happy) Expert- 
the ce, That as the Law is made-weak through the 
this W:iokncts of the Fleſh 3 fo allo, (ſetting aſide the 


ath Aflntcneſs of Eledting Love ) all the Means of 


WW Grice which are given in Common among Men, 
the W 40.14 bc wholly incffe&ual to Salvation : which 
De. b$ccltics, Eledting Love in its Abſolutenefs, will 
We Sor ſede, and ſet him above them all. | 
all 2 Afier 2 man comes to believe, this Doctrine 
1 Wot Abſolute Eledion is of ſingular ufe and bene- 
ith W + <0 him, both as tending to keep him on his 
i WF f:ct. ind to raiſe him when he is down. (1) Itis 
nd 2orcat Preſervative in time of Temptation : The 
Remembrance of that love which Jooked-uport 
tim, when he was in his blood , and | faid he 
[hould live., and hath now alſo made good Its 
Word to him 3 muſt- needs operate ſtrongly with 
gracious heart, againft what-ever might be un- 
Worthy of ſuch love : Let the Bait be never {0 
2tly {irited, he will turn from it in 2 holy di 
Gin (as good Foſeph did)" How cn T do this Wick: 
uneſs, and+ſin againſt God., who hath dealt fo 
0 YI bountifully with me! (2) Nothing more tends 
* i Recovery after a fall, than the Confideration 
5 ©& the Freeneſy of God's Love at firſt , and 'His 
Mighty Power in Dnickening , when altogethet 
ded, And that both theſe (viz. This Love, and 
this Powcr) are ingaged by an Abſolzte Covenant 
ko bring every one that takes-hold thereof unto 
Glory 3 and therefore, will reccive him, not only 
After, upon Return to his Duty 3 but in the 
Midjt of his backſlidings He will come and _ 
; 1111s 


Gen.39-9. 
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Iſa. $7417» him. The Lozd's way of dealing with Ephrain, 
x8,21,22e js an inſtance pertinent to the caſe in hand: 


And in the 44. Chap. He doth, as it were, Clendi 
and faſten this Nail in a ſure place 3 Remembe, 
O Jacob, I have formed thee ; Thou ſhalt not be fr 
gotten of Me : T have blotted out thy ſins \ Ther- 
fore. return unto Me : And Jcr. 3. 14. Return, 0 
back-ſliding Children , for IT am Married unto yu, 
(to wit, by His Covenant of Election.) To this 
purpoſe alſo is the edge of Samuel's Argument 
applicd, in 1 Sam. 12.20,22, Fear not; ( ye hat 
done all this wickedneſs, ) yet turn not afide from 
following the Lord: As it he had (aid, your wick- 
edneſs ( indced )) is great, ye have highly pro- 
voked the Lord by your caſting Him off; yet be 
not diſcouraged, as if the Lord would caſt-off 
you For, the Lord will not forſake His People; 
(But why? _ Becauſe, it hath pleaſed the Lord 0 
make you His People. And in v.2 4.he further backsit 
with the remembrance of the great thingsGod had 
done for them afore-time : Than which , there 1s 
nothing of ſtronger tendency to a Soul's recovery. 
III. From the Perſonality ] of oſt | 
And I gatherin 

IV. From the| Eternity | of its Original, gencral 
That fince the Scriptures have fo highly Re- 
nowned theſe two Circumſtantial parts of EleQti- 
on, by ſo frequent a mentioning of them and 
that, on occaſions of the ſolemneſt import z We 
ought not to-pais them by as things of indifferent 
notice But, as being diverſly Tnſtrudive, worthy 
to be kept , and ſoberly contended-for- The Holy 
Ghoſt doth, not uſe to inculcate matters of Ordina- 


ry obſervance, or little import 3 But, as noting 


0 


of Gods'Sovertignty, &c. 


to us'ſome great importancy in them 3 as taxing 
alſo) our ſloth , and aptneſs to neglect them 3 
nal 2nd to ftir-up our minds to make the more azli- 
ber Wl cent ſearch, hat, and what manner of things they 
"-M :rc; and how to be improv'd : In particular: 

US From the Perſonality of Elefion, I Infer. . 
0M 7. That it ought to be minded as matter of Infer, x, * 
os, the higheſt Honour to the Parties concern'd, 

is MW The Lord illuſtrates Moſes at no ordinary rate, 

nt MW when He tells him | T know thee by Name | and grog 3313 
nt Ml doubtleſs, intended that Moſes himſelt ſhould fo 

on MW account of it, and be highly fatished therewith, 

k-W though deny'd in ſome other things he would ,. 

0-MF fain have had. Thus alſo Paul ſigners thoſe Ee 
be MW minent Saints, who were his Fellow-Labourers 

off MW in the Goſpel, That thezr [ names | were in the Book, Phil. 43, 

5M f Life. And our Saviour propounds it to his 

0 WI Diſciples, as matter of higheſt Exultation , That 

It BY their | names | were written in Heaven, That our 

ad for inſignificant Names ſhould be written in God's 

1s WF E0ok,and lajd-up among His Treaſures in Heaven, 

JW when the generality of Names ( even Names of 

Vote Jare written in the Duſt ! let it not ſeem a 

lizht matter to us 3 For this is that Everlaſting 1, Wk 
"Name which never ſhall be cut-off. 

(> IT. The knowledge of this thing, (namely, that Tyfer, 2. 

i- MY God has thus taken Notice of our Names ) is 2 

d WF grcat Priviledge : It inlarges the heart to higher 

'c FF expectations; it gives boldneſs (or freedom) of 

un  ©ccch towards God as if nothing were too 

y I great for ſuch a One to ask. See how Moſes grows 

ly NI "pon it No ſooner, fays God, | I know thee by £49,255 
- © Name ]burt Moſes, as rapt into the Second, and fain ; 

$ | Vould be in the Third Heaven) preſently rephies,, 

> We [1 beſtech thee ſhew me thy Glory ! HI, As 
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TIT. As it is matter of Honour , and-Privlif 
ledge ſo it will prove onc of your belt Titles tofif 
your Heavenly Inheritance. It will ſignihe ſome 


thing one day, ( however 5y ſome too lightly 6 
ſteemcd now ) when it ſhail be the great diſiin 
guithing Character between-you ind the World: 


Whoever he be that derives not his Genealogy 


from this Regiſter, will be put from the Heavens 
ly Prieſt-hood, The New Feruſalem admits Nan, 
but whoſe Names are written in the Book of Life: 
yea, | every One | that is not found written thr, 
ſhall be caſt into a Lake of Fire : Therefore, Gi 
all diligence to make your Eledion ſure, | 

IV. It alſo imports Matter of Duty from 1s 
When Princes confer Titles of Honour , Lands 
or Immunities3 they uſe to reſerve ſome kind 
Rent, or other acknowledgment, to mind thr 
Subjects ( though Favourites ) of whom tit 
hold. You have no ſuch way of Owning you! 
great Benefactor , nor no {uch Mcans of beiry 
Conſiderable in the World 3 as by bcaring tit 
Badge and Impreſs of Him who gave you ti 
Name of Honour. Let His Name, therefore, * 
Named pon you Carry His Name in your br 


. ſom; bear it on your Shoulders, and the Pa 


of” your hands : Let the choice of your Aﬀedin, 


ercut 
othe 
LE 
umen! 
ants 

ich | 


the 


the chick of your Strength, and the whole uf for 
your Aciivity, be imploycd for His Honour : Lf cords 
every thing you do, bear an Impreſion of HinJſ"* 
whoſe Name is Holy. gh 
Then, from the Antiquity of Eledtion. A . 

1 I et the Ancientneſs of Electing Love, dra = " 
up our hearts to 'a very dear and Honourable, hy 


{iecm of it, Picces of Antiquity, (though of e 
, Metts; 


of God's Sovereignty, &c. 


tlc, and otherwiſe of little uſe or value,) how 
ncrable are they with Learned Men ! And An- 
nt Charters , how careful are Men to pre- 

re them 3 although they contain but Tempo- 

' Priviledges, and ſometimes but of Trivial 
oment ! How then ſhould the Great Charter of 
aven, ſo much Elder than the World, and con- 
ning matters of Eternal Weight and Glory! 

hich alſo hath been confirm'd by ſo many Pro- 

ts, Exemplified by Multitudes of Caſes, with 

Seal afhx*d more precious than Heaven it ſelf 3 
Il which proclaim the Eternal Validtty of it ) 

w ſhould this (I fay) be had in Everlaſting - 
emembrance, and the thoughts thereof be ve- 

precious to us! Lying down , Riſing up, and 
the-day-long accompanying of us! And how 

«11 ſhould we be, not only to keep this Char 

r #xcancelled , but alſo to keep it clean from all 
ts of Duſt and Soil, by which the legibleneſs 
o0<1cvt might any way be obſcured to our ſelves 

WP Others ! 

IT, Let Ele&tion's Eternal Origine, be an Ar- Infer.2, 
ument for its Eternal Duration, and fo, of the 

ants Invincible Perſeverance to Glory : That 

hich is from Everlaſting ſhall be #9 Everlaſting 3 

the Root be Eternal, fo arc the Branches, Sure- 
For this good End (among others) is 1t twice 

corded in the Revelation , That their Names Rev, 349; 
tre written in the Book, of Life | from the Foun- 

101 of the World. | Namely, to fignihe and a{- CR.17 &s 
7, that the Elec ſhall be ſafely and farrely kept 

mM thoſe dreadful Apoſtacies, which the Refi of 
i World ſhall fall-into, and be overwhelmcd 

th, And hence (perhaps) it is, that we ” 


— is 0 
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of Nothing done in Eternity, but Ele&ion, an 
things peculiar thereto 3 as the Promiſe of Eten 
Life The Lamb ſlain; The Kingdom prepared, e 
Election 1s an Eternal Fountain.that never leavy 
Running whiles a Veſſel is empty , or capablet 
holding more 3 and it ſtands open to all Com 
ers: Therefore come, and it ye have not ſuf 
cient of your own, go and borrow Veſlels, cmpt 
Veſſels, not a few 3 Pay your Debts out of. it, and 
live on the Reſt to Eternity, 
V. From the DoGrine of Chuſing in Chriſt : 

T. It is an high Demonſtration of Gods Loy 

to His Choſen: We may fay of it as Hyram tc 


2 Chr.2,11, Solomon , Becauſe the Lord loved His People , Hi 


fet His $9n over them, Tt 1s alſo an Eminent Proct 
of His Manifold Wiſdom, to contrive the Bled: 
iedneſs of His Pcople in ſuch a Manner, as ſhould 
molt ccrtainly ſecure their obtainment ot its 
moſt fignally illuſtrate His Love to them 3 and 
ſo, molt affectionately win-upon their hearts, and 
oblige them to Himſelf tor ever. We may henc 


- alſo diſcern ſomething of that Immenſe Great- 


Toh 17,21, 


Infer. 2. 


neſs and Holineſs of God , That though He 1 
loved His Ele, as to make them Qne in Hime, 
that Union could not be admitted without 2 Me 
diator equal with Himſelf. | 

IT. Gather hence , your ftability and fafcty: 
What-ever ſtreight or difficulty you are Entring* 
upon, drink of this Brook in the way, and lit 
up your head. What-ever pertains to Lite and 
Godlineſs, Grace and Glory , this Life, and th 
z0-come , is all Jayed-up in Chrilt 3 ( as all fort 
of Food in the Ark, for thoſe who found Gract 


in lis fight) All Frlneſs dwells in Him, and y- 
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of God's Sovereignty, &C; "129 
jou, He is not only a-Root ſtable in Himſelf, 
ut fabliſhing to you 3 Communicating Sap and 
writ to all his Branches : Whiles there tis life in 
lim you cannot die.” This is That makes the 
ints land Firm and Sacred in the midſt of dan- 
rs The Evil One-toucheth them not. Let all the 
hcl-Crew of Adverſaries (Satan, the World; 
bur own evil hearts.) aſſociate themſelves ,, and , 
ake Counſel together, it all comes to nought : 
it their Aſſaults be Renewed again and again, 
by are fill beaten off: They gird- themſelves, 
ud arc broken in pieces 3 They gird again, and 
zzin they are broken in pieces : Thus it is, and 
has it ſhall be, to the end of our Wartare:, For 
1 ir with us, This was it made David tear!els, 
rn in the Valley of the ſhadow of death, [ The Lord 
2: withbim, | And thoſe three Noble Conteflors, 
icy walked ſecure in the Fiery Furnace, becauſe 
nt Son of God.was among, them. Therefore Do 
Ml, Suffer All, and Expect All, as being in 
Liriti, and not otherwiſe. But woe to him that 
Yonc, who when he falls, hath nor Chriſt to 
lp him up. | | 

(11, Lct this yo:r Relation to Chriſt be Evi- Tnfer, 2. 
Enced by your Likeneſs to him 3 He that is joyned 7 WE 
b the Lord is one Spirit, The Holy Oyl that was 1 Cor.6.17s 

ety }Wourcd on your Head, runs-down to the Skirts 
! His Garments (ze. to the very meaneſt of 
5 Followers ) and they carry a-long the pre- 
v1S SCCNt with them, where-ever they go 3 (or 
mould -to, as Parel did, 2 Cor. 2. 14.) It is Na- 
aa to thoſe Married to Chriſt, to bring-forth fruit 
mn God; and (+ it be ſuch as will abide che Rom.7:4c 3 
tz endure all forts of Weather , and be bet- ; 
KIN by it, K IV. This } 
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' TV. This Doctrine iituſirates that of Juſtia 
tion 3 as ſhewing wherein the true Matter of ] 


ſiifying Rightcouſneſs doth confilt 3 and how | 
-« Eyes to be Ours : Oxr Faith, (or Act of Belig 


ving_) cannot be the Matter of it , for that iti 
an imperfect thing 3 and fo, cannot be Reckone 
in the place*of Perfect Righteouſneſs : For, it 
muſt bea Righttouſncſs pertectly pertedct that] 
ſites, as it was a Sin {infully fintul that Con 
demn'd. This Rightgouſnefs alſo muſt be our 
own (and is) ina way. of Right, (as Adam's fin 
alſo was, though perform'd in the Perſon of A- 
nother. Chriſt and Adam being Parallels in their 
Head-ſhip,gthe imputation of the One's Guilt 
neſs, and of the Other's Righteouſneſs, arcR1 
tcouſly applicd to their reſpe&ive Seeds. And 
this was a Main End of thc Lord's putting Tho 
He would Juſtihe, into Chriſt, That He being 
made Sin, anda Curle for them , They might b 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in Him 3 and{ 
God might be Juſt in Juſtifying of them, Fat 
Cin this matter ) holds the Place of an Eve 
or Seat of that Rightcouſneſs which bclong'd tt 
us, as being in Chritt, before we helicved 3 and 
giVcn us on the account of our Intereft therel 
that we might apprehend it, and enjoy theBe 
nchts of it : Which is ſurcly, a far better Grount 
to build our Juſtification upon, than our we# 
and impcrtcct Faith, which tiands in nced dal 
of the Righieouſneſs of God, for its own ſup 
Port. *But let not Faith loſe of its duc reſped 
* It's a pcecious Grace, and may not ſuffer diſps 
*ragcment : Though it do not Originate your # 
-4e to Julithcationz *tis the beſt Evidence ye © 
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have for it : Though it be wot your Peace-maker 
Primarily) ?tis yet of that important uſeful- 
nels, that your Peace cannot be compleated , nor 
can ye know that your Peace is made, without it, 
Your Record 15 in Heaven, and cannot be plead- 
ed here, ( the Court of Conſcience takes no no» 
tice of it, ) until exempliticd under the Scal of 
Faith. *Tis ſomewhat like the Inffrumentam Pa- 
, where Partics have been at variance 3 though 
the Pcacc be made, and Terms agreed 3 it has 
dt its full effect, till Ratified on both fides, and 
exchang'd, Therefore, 
V, Make it a main part of ygur care and buli- Tyfer, 5, 
ls, to get into Chriſt, and toabide ift Hup, 
VI. The founding of Election upon Grace , affords 
us divers uſeful Inſtrudons + As, | 
I, To fall down, and adore the Great -G OD Jyfer, I, 
this unſpeakable diſcovery ot His Love to 
en: It is one of the Richeſh Mcrcics that He 
ould not betruſt us 1n ozwr own keening. That 
tther, (and He One that had not thc leaſt need 
US) ſhould be more provident tor us than we 
ould have been for out ſelves That our Ch:efeſt 
exit ſhoald have the Higheſt Secrrrity > That it 
ould be founded upon Grace 3 tne Attribute 
Mich our Great King moſt delights to honour : 
ndthat He ſhould do it (as it wcre) againft or 
lz; (For fo it is, in as much as to graft our hap- 
ndlSon the Will of Another , 15 contrary to Na- 
i: ) Of all Bottoms, we fhould not have pitcht 
thre; and yct, in truth, no other ground would 
Idus : His Natne may well be called IPonder- 
» It is not after the manner of Men 3 This is the P/, 113,29 
"FF"! doings, and let it be Marvellous in our eyet, © 
"-K'* T1, It 
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A PraFical Diſcoure 
IT. It ſhews what Reaſon we have to diſardÞ 1. 
and Cathier tor ever, that Groundleſs, and blind-Mina! 
told Opinion , which lays the Streſs of Salvation, 
on a thing of Nought 3 For, what elſe is the Wile : 
of a Frail and Mutable Man? To forſake a LW, 
ving Fountain, and Reſt on a Ciſtern, a broke! yo 


Ciltcrn, What folly is it! To caſt our Eagle rare 
Wings, and truſt to a foot out-of-joynt 3 whWalti 
would do it, that is not void of underſtandyÞt n/ 
ing? Surely, Fob was aware of it, when hqſÞtii 
proteſicth, He would not value a Life that depeniWſiono 
ed on his own Righteonſneſi, Job 9. 15 with 21, -þ 

The Grace as od 1s little beholden to thalſour 
Doctrine which would give the Glory of it ico: 
a -Gracclcls Thing 3 And as little have the SoulWions 
of Mcn to thank it for : It feeds them witiſicw 


Dreams and Fancicsz which, when they awake 24" 
will cave them hardly beftead, and hungry. The al tþ 
fore. fit not down undcr the ſhadow of thaſfm 1 
Gorrd, Tt hath a Worm at the Root 3 And thqſis P 
will not be held guiltleſs, nor kept from ue at 
{corching Sun, whecver they be that (hcltaEm 
ther {10s in the Covert of it. It's a Spark QF” »/ 
Men's own kindling whcorewith though conMWlomp; 
paſſed round, they'l lie don in ſorrow. Thr here 
tore It thoſe who dilrcllifl: this Doctrine, M's, 
cauſe it tounds not Salvation upon Self, lo0t Receed 
well to their ſtanding , and {hift from 1 iP" E 
Time, to be 
TIT, Fail-in practically with tie Podrine ard þ 
Election, as founded upon Grace: AS 1t Was Or! (Ous ; 
which gave you your Elect being 3 So, 1ct 0 Y ple 
your Spirit and utmolt cndeavour to 1MPpr® 


Witha 
age | ( 
this your being, to the praiſe of that (ry LE 

| I, VU! 


of God's Sovereignty, &C. 


' 1, Give it the ſole honour of Ele&ior's Ori- 
inal: Suffer not Free-will Grace, or any thing 
elſe, pretend to a ſhare in the Parentage of it ; 
Let not your Faith, whether foreſeen or perfect- 
1, be reckoned the Ground-work , or Motive 
if your Election 3 It is a Branch ot it, and the 
ranch (you know ) cannot hear the Root: Even 
Faith it ſelf muſt not ( and if-it be right Faith, 
It will not ) gather where it hath not jtrewed, Own 
(thing (therefoxc) that .may detract trom the 
Fonour that's due to Sovcreclgn Grace, 

2, Bcar your ſelf upon this Grace, againſt all 
dur weakneſs and unworthincls : Let not theſe 
courage you, but rather #4 them as occa- 
Ions by which Grace will ' be manifelted , and 
hew it (cIf to be what it is. Thus did Dawid, 
Pardon my Sin, for it us great ; And Mvſes, when 
ul that People's Obedience could not furniſh 
fu with an Argument .for God's continuing 
BIS Preſence with them 3 What's his Fc? They 
ae an honeſt ingenuous Pcople? Traitq"'! t» thy 
mminds? Ply ant to thy Will ? They are wirthy 
” whom thou ſhouldit do this For they love ty 
ompany, and have built Thee a Tabernacle ? No. 
there is none of this Stuff in it : But , Let my 

nd, I pray thee, go with us, For it is a ſtiff- 
Reched people > their Neck, is an tron ſew, aud 
ver brow braſs > Theretore, go thou with us, 
lo better us, to ſoftcn us, and to pardon us: 
ard by this thall the freene(s of thy Grace appear 
us: For, How elſe ſhall it be known that T and this 
Wl have found Grace in thy Sight £ But yet, 
Withal ; 

(1) Look that you make not a light Matter 
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Levit,n5.3. Good plcaſurc of God is in it 3 Hold your peaces 


151m,31. Cond with Salt, | It is the Lord, let Him do « 


Tr [I To 
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of your Sins or of your Sinfulneſs : you canndt 
think baa cnough of your felt or of them, na 
be too much humbled 3 Oncly, be not ak 
down, . 

(2) Uſe the Means that Grace hath appointed; 
Watch and be Sobcr 3 Watchunto Prayer 3 Put ot 
the whole Armour of God, ard kcep it cloſe 
bout youz Your Sword and your Shicld, be ſur 
you forgct not : But {fill let your cycs be towards 
the hand of. Grace, through Chritt, for Counlcl, 
Strength, Agcncy, and cvcry good things And 
depend on It tor conſerving and actuating the Grac? 
[It hath wronght in you, as Plants do on thel 
Roots: The Spouſe , attcr Married to Chrilt 
prays to be Drawn to him, 

(3) What-cvcr befalls you, Remember the 


Lo, 
T1-pt 


Aaron did 3 or if you mult ſpcak, Jet yorrr ſpeech 


ſeemeth Him good. } 
Other uſeful Tnftrufions from the Docirine of Ee 


" COND 2 

Cizon in General, and Together, with 

T. It bcing a Dodtrincof ſo preat ImportanceWhneſs 
be not indittcrent about it 3 Put your (c1f on theWihe | 


tryal touching your intercſt in it, and bring fort\Fcould 
your cvidenccs tor jt : Obſerve what are the pro Child 
pcrtics of God Elc&, and ſce it they ſrand onfGrear 
your hide : | Cunt 
1 Astouching the Great butineſs of Salvation <0 
Do vou ſibmit to Mercy without Indenting, 4049's a 
making «rms with God? Have you laid your (eli confi! 
at his tect, with | Peradventure He will ſave mes ple 
ve? | And it He (ay, Thave no plcaſurc in _ -R 
: 0 


of Gods Sovereignty, &c. 135 | 


Lo, hereT am, and here I will Iye : If T muſt periſh, 

Pl-periſh herez T cannot die in a better place gr 

wolture, Thus did Fob, when the Lord ſeemed 

to {it himſelf againſt him, as reſfolv'd to deſtroy 
W him; yet {{il] he rcſolv'd to Truſt in Him, and to Fob, 13152 
MW bold-falt his Integrity. This is a Love more Noble, 

ard of an higher Extra&, than thoſe are acquain- 

td with, who Conclude, That upon their doing 
7's and That, ( which they ſuppoſe every Man 

kth power todo) they ſhall be ſaved : For, fugh 

ind of love is Mercenaryz He will not ftix, nar 

bok towards the Vinyard, until he have agreed 

for his penny 3 (which yet, he 1s not content= 

with when he has it: ) The Other gocs-in and tals 

to his Work, and leaves to his Maticr, to 81vC aq.q0,25 

bim what is mcet 3 which alſo he caves to his Miz- 9, and 30] 
W's Judgment, and not his Own: and truly, he 

Ipecds ne'x the worſe for his ſo doing, (But I 

Would not be taken to intend a Contcntation or | 

Willingncſs to be deſtroycd 3 This, 1 pe, Is 

darcd atore, under the hrſi general Head.) Pag.c3, 

2, Do yon Own God's Sovereign Cammanas 

Without diſputing ? Abraham did thus, in thc bu» 

lneſs of Iſaac , although he could not ſce how 

tie Promiſe of God, and the killing of his Son, 
Would fiand-together 3 And fo will Abraham's 

Children do. They know that their Lord is a 

Great King, hath abſolute Dominion, giveth ac- 

Cunt of none of his Matters 3 What He is pleas'd 


(0 :ommand, their duty is to obcy, without ask- 
Ing a Reaſon Why? Or, how will theſe things 
wnlilt* Such demands become not the lips of 
Mile who live upon Grace. ; 
3 Doth your love towards God, hold the fame 

RK 4 * Courſe 
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Courſe that His love hath done towards you? A=tyÞdertas 
that God hath done, or will do for His Choſen, Such f1 
the Produdt of Elecing love: Does all your ObeſW Let 
dience riſe from Love ? Anddocs this love of your accord 
M grow out of His? Ts His Electing love the Ret *LODE 
— . Of it ? Is all thar you do towards God, ina waſh '-} 
of Gratitude? and with dchfgn to glorite Hi ſence: 
Grace? A1d when the Lord ſeems to go fron *: ? 

you, do ye follow the harder after Him? asHs and g 

for a long tim, followcd you, waiting that HeſhnsY Þ 

rnight be Gracious unto you. This is truly a God 3+ 

Wtke Love; the cminency whereof lies in this $9? ! 

That he Ioved us when enemies to Him'3 and ting 

loved is into a likeneſs to himſclt : Anſwered 

ble whereto, we ſhall love Him, even while) *t 

our fcars may apprehcnd Him to be our enemy" < 

and through the power of His Love ſccrctly work. + 

ing in our hearts, go-on to love Him, until theſe: 
Glory of the Lord be riſen upon us : You couldjiÞ* b 
1 7ob.2419% not thus love God, if He had not loved you firt. fie 


4 Do you Rejoyccin the thoughts of Electingt 77, 

love, What it is, and Whence it came? WhattMicn 

__ hath defigncd you tor, and will bring you unto MThe | 
Fa aſt? Is it your delight to converſe withthe BookWle6+ 
of lifc? And do you rcjoyce morc, That yourWcau 

_- Names arc written in Heaven, than it Devils toH 
= were ſubje& to you ? When your ficth and your (Th 
7 heart fail you,do you Jook-to Elccting Love as youtW'ture 


Strength and Portion, and count it a GoodlymrMther 
zage? Do you aim at That which Ekcting LOVE tri 
deſigncd you for, and becauſe ſo deſigned; it by anVW ur; 
Means ycu may attainto it ? Andare you better (a his 
tified to he at the Good pleaſure of God, than&WDo 
your own?And blc(s his wiſdom and Gracc,f0r = and 


of God's Sovereignty, Kc. 

lertaking the diſpoſure of your Eternal Intereſi' 

Such fruit could not be, but from that Seed of God. 
Let me add a few tokens more of True love, 


Miccording to its ordinary acception and @onduct 


iniong, Mcn., 

1, Hc that loves another, will delight in his pre- 
kncc,and ſeek Occaſions of Converting with him, 
- 2, Being abſent, he thinks much upon him, 
:nd gives welcome entertaiment to whatever 
my be a Remembrance of him. 

3. He will ſeek the Well-picaſedneſs of him 
W20 15 the object” of his Love 3 'By preſenting 
tings lovely to himz By avoiding whatever 
nzy diſguti him 3 By a wary preventing, or ſpee- 
ly :cmoving, what might give the Other occa- 
lvr.to be zealous of his love to him. 

4, He will candidly interpret whateycr might 


che cen: a declining of the Others love to him 3 and 
wiaPot be fatisfied until it be recover'd, or better uns 
t, ; feritood, , Le 1 | 

ing 17. If you be of this happy Remnant of Ele- 


a ion, Then look for ill uſage from the World: 
he Mcn of the World have always hated God's 


, % 
. Tr "HE 


Tafer, 2. 


000! and will : Why did Eſa hate Facob? be- goirayigh 


Guſcof the bleſſing : And our Saviour cxpreſly 


your WF | There ore | the World hates you, Whiles in_na- 
your ture, they love the World , and the World 
ber them : But when Ele&cion breaks-forth in its 
fuits; when once they are Called according to 


is own houſe. And hence it is, that the vey 
Dodtrine of EleRtion is ſo diſguſiful totheWorl 


evi to His Diſciples, Lhave choſer you out of the World, Fah, 15.19: 


purpoſe then a Man's cnemies will be thoſe of 


Hog and contcnded-againftz wherein I wiſh thac 
s © fone 


F 
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© ſome of the Ele themſelves werenot (unit 
*tingly ) involv'd. Therefore, think it n 
' Fibn15.13, ftrange, but takeit 25 an Appendix of Ele 
| I”. as a part of That you wcre Choſen unto; and 
Z7eb.2.105 That by which (partly) you mult be fitted forth 
main End: Your Lord Himſelf was made perfet 
Rom $4283 through Sufferings 3 and Thoſe Foreknown, Pre 
<.6.s, deftinated to be conformed to their Head, in 
Srfferingas well as Glory. 


Infer. 3. 1II. Having truſted Eledting love for Eten 
Salvation, ſce youdiſtruſt it not tor things of 
ſer moment, When the Lord ordaincd you to li 
He ordaincd alſo all thoſe various occurrence 
Windings, and turnings, you ſhould be cxeraltd 
with in your way thither 3 And (*tis ſure, ) B 


ore ' 
Reach 
weral 
ns We 
or th 
tual p 
be di] 
wings 
the c| 
Dount 


docs nothing in vain. There isneed of all forts. 


weather for the Earth's good 3 All-fair wouldde 


firoy it.Know it therefore of a Truth,that all yo. s: 


_ concerns were fore-determin'd of God 3 andti 
{ſo well, thatall your prudence and love to you 
{elves could not mend it 3 Nor can all your C3 
and Solicitude alter any of them, either as toMi 
.., terorFoerm 3 No, not tochange the colour ot 
Mat 62 9s. hair 5 Therefore, Take no Thought, 


But whence is it, That Believers, wh hr 
ruſted God for their Souls , fhonld yet MK 
difficult of Trufting Him for their Outw'* 
Man ? And ſo comber themſelves with rnpref 
zable vurden ? 


« 
- 


| Fartaly things are nearer our Senſes 5 2 


thence we are more ſenſible of the Comfort "ffi 


them, as alſo of their want ; They alſo {ceo b 


[4 Ly 
{ 


of Gods Sovereignty, Ec. 


ore within our line and compaſs 3 and fo we 
Reach more carneſily after them, and are an- 
werably troubled, when we fall-ſhort ; where- 
Ms we ſhould carry it for temporals, as we do 
or ſhould do, rather) for our Souls and Spirt- 
tal portion 3 that is, look to our preſent Duty, 


n'/ings a5 we have; bearing our ſelves as becomes 
the children of ſuch a Father. ſo Rich, Wiſe, 
Jountiful, Tender, and Faithful tous 3 who al- 
ways gives the beſt ſupply 3 and That in the beſt 
Proportion, Manncr, ng Time. 

Have therefore your Faith exerciſed; as about 
he Greatelt, ſo alſo about the ſmalleſt and com- 
onelt matters 3 ( Uſe Grace and have Grace 3) 
It is ans of Uſe makes lame of your right hand 3 
nd Much Uſing renders more uſeful. Faith is the 
bezd of your Spiritual ſenſes 3 and if That be 
«tive, the Reſt cannot be idle, nor much at a 
os, Faith alſo is a plain Dealer 3 it repreſents 
things as they are 3 ſhews them in their true di- 
mentions, with theiruſe and end. See there= 
fore, that you never hold a Conſultation, unleſs 
Wezith be preſent, yea and Preſident too 3 elſe All 


W!l be in diſorder at once : One Ad of Faith ſhall 


brfÞfoner remove the Mountain, than all the Cat- 
a con a Thouſand hills. 

er Latfily, You that have cloſed with this Truth, 

wand having made diligent ſearch , do find in 

Jar ſolves thoſe Mzrks of Gods Eleft > fit down 

nd take the comfort 'of it 3 let this Joy of the 

an Lord be your ſtrength 3 Eat your bread , and 

t Offrink your wine (or Water cither_) with a Merry 

& teart, fince God hath accepted you. It _—_— 

| cart 


. *- - 


135 


Mm | diligent in our place, aud Content with ſuch ppp 12,6 


Infer, 4, 


340 


LY 


Bam;1.9: 
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heart was fo taken with that temporal favou MW: 
which choſe him to be King betore the Houſe MW 01 


ES4m5.21, Of Saul > how ſhould our Souls be rapt into the Ca: 


third Heaven, That We (poor-unworthy=-wretch-M# 
ed-we ) ſhould be taken into that Peculiar fx Ml wo 
vour in which the generality of Men have nothing duc 
to do! How ſhould it affect our hearts, and rai: ring 
up our Spirits both in all Active obedience, (»:nd 
David, who danced before the Ark with all hisMjcu 
might) and alſo, to all long-ſufftering with 
Joytulneſs 3 as Part, and other Choſen Veſſels, 


who rejoyccd. in tribulation 3 becauſe this loveMWLorc 
of God was ſhed-abroad in their hearts, Lord 
Art thou of thoſe who arc iſe and Noble x-M:rd | 
cording to the ficſh ? Be filled with an holv zfkncc 
mazement, and cxultation together, ( RejojcMWar: R 
ing with trembling ) Tnat the great G OD (tojou 1 
whom thou wal: no niore than others thy Con-ſar p/ 
forts thar arc left 3 and who commonly. choolsWh:mn 
the baſe ard Poliſh.thereby to Magnihe His Grace) FG: 


ſhould thus go-out of His way to call-in th; 
and hath alſo made His Call Efefal to the 
even then, when thou waſt environ'd with 1 
world of temptations to obſtruct it. And if thou 
be a man of low degree, (poor, weak, foolith,0 
no account among men, even as one that is Ni 
and hath the Lord regarded thee in thy low 
fate, and_magnitied thee, by ſetting His lon! 
upon thee? Hath He taken thee from the dung 
hill to ſet theeamong Princes 3 even the Princc 
of the World to come? This, is that Exaltatio 
which the poor ſhould alwayes Rejoyce in, WC! 
you the Head inficad of being the Tail; WE 


the Necks of your encmies nnder your feet > Y** 
A at ns 


AROSE — oo 


of God's Sovereignty, Co 141—144 
rae the Devils themſelves made ſubject to you 3 Tt 
could not afford you the thouſandth part of that 
(uſe of Rejoycing, as that your names are writ- 
ten in Heaven, Are other men proſperous in the 
World. and free from trouble, whiles you are re- 
Cd to alow eſtate, and chaſtened every Mor- 
ring ? Have ( perhaps) but an handful of Meal, 
ind a 7i1tle Oyl ina Cruze, &c. Yet think not 
jour portion Mean or hardly dealt-out : your good 
things are to come3 They are growing in the 
Cher world ; And at the time of Harveſt, the 
Lord will ſend His Angels for you : yea, your 
Lord Himſclf will come and fetch you thither 3 
nd you thall be for ever with Him, in whoſepre- 
lence 15 Frelnefs of joy , and at whole right hand 
ac Rivers of Pleaſurcs for evermore : And then 
jou will Sing | The lines are fallen to me in pleaſ= 

Wn places; ] Ar leaſt, ſay fo Now. As Abra- 
WW dal by his Concubines children, fo doth 
GY +: Thmaets of the World; He gives them 
=. - 1.:.45themaway 5 but the Inheri- 
»r His Iſaacs 3 To them He 
.:13 yea, even Himſelf : And 
ore! 


_—— 


« - 's : 
3 LITERAL nan bo Dont KEE a EE EL 


gon © ” : * - . IE | F . 
par TIT 4 IL IMET AE opt Var. ES 


_ 
a_—_ 


—_—_— 
Sons g , 


I wt Ae 
AN Z 
- ir a I” g- 


4 


MW } 


fs 
A 
b 
LT 
, 
- 


MF > Bedi 


DE 


A TRE 


= < 
4 of 
NH i/J* % 
wo **46,9 1 
Wd ws 8 
OE G: 
JC 
6/14» V 


RE 


N thy 
of 7 
fean 
e Glo! 
edemy 
om £E 
lIect10! 
That 
murch 
it ſup] 
Nak 
aki 
Vhet 
las t 
[,Ma 
Jo 
5 CC 
ePo! 
fuly 
urſe 


© 7 


N 1/5 Point weare cqually concern'd with that 
of Fl:Ution, as the Great Comprehenſive 
{:an« of bringing about the Greateſt Ena, viz. 
eGlory of God in the Salvation of His Choſen. 
edemption is not another Foundation diſtinct 
om Election ; but the chief Cornet-ſtone that 
ection hath laid of the V Vorld to come. 
Thit our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath a Body or 
zwcb, to whom He is Head and Saviour; 15. 
t ſuppoſed a Queſtion. But, Who they ate that 
nake-up this Body ; whether the Whole of 
lankind univerſally, or Some particular Perſons: 
Viether He had in His death the ſame reſpect to 
as to Some: And whether Any of thoſe Fe died 
may miſs ofthe benefits accruing by His death; 
equeitions of great Import, and worthy a ſer1- 
5 ceiiberation : And the rather, becauſe they 
ePoints too lightly Diſcourſed.of by many. To 
lolve which, is the ſcope of the preſent Diſ- 
ule; which I caſt into three Branches. 
l. That the Body or Church of Chriſt conſiſts of 
Ele(f Perſons. 
Fee Theſe it was that He laid down His 
ife. 
IIT. That the intent of Hs death cannot be 
fruſtr.zte, | For 
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Fer tie [1] of Tree. 


By this [ Body or Church 7] of Chrilt, I under 
ſtand tie Dul!pned Subjects of his Spiritual Kire 
dom, or Menibers of His Myſtical Body, t 
whom He was appointed by tac Father to be He 
and Saviour ;z ani They toſtand reiated to Him 
their Prophet, Prieit, and King : V Vhich three 
fold Othce He bears. pec:!iarly. towards the Ele 
The Church of the FirF-born, and Heirs of ti 
VVorld to come. And of Theje doth His Bot 
confitt ; #.e. Itis made-up of Theſe exclulivet 
Others; Their number 1s certain and intire, an 
cannot be broken, either by Addition or Diminy 
tion, Of this, the Tabernacle was a fioure, 1. 
reſpect of its Sy:nmetry or Proportion of pat 
which induced a fincular beauty upon it; Towal 
which, Hou could be added, nor arr; thin 
abited, 2. In that all the parts and Dimenſion 
thereof were pre.etermined of God; and notlch 
inthe leaſt, tolmmance Arbitrement or Continget 
cy: And tinge are expreily ſaid to be Parrerud 
: Sod ty in the £{cgve. WS.5 that 5, Of the Heaven 
3 Temole, or Church of the Firſt-born which a 


Written 17 tc E- 


Tris Cone, ſtem, AOE, Th.t the Bo, 1; 6 £ Cri 
Cor] s of El [ctt per ſor s, , Jt draw ; fron 
PYCHT fox: -; theſe; 

;.- In that our Lord and Saviour ſo manife? 
Meaws Finſelf concern'd for the Ele, as hah 
{CGINe PICriear interettand Propriet y -\ then; af 


charge © of them. With Thee tus dchghts oh 
ro! 


Of God's Sovereronty, 8c. 147 
om  VCHRTIOs Prov, 8. fnd as ſoonas they 

jere «612.111 in betns, He began His a ual Con- 

Ci! <5 with them : and therein did even confine 
Himſcif tothe Ele Sced With what unbeliev- 

ule *artence and Goodneſs Utd He ſuperintend the. zz, -,,5 
zurct or Elect Nation, forty. years together 1n 49. 

tt Wilderneſs ! bearing themas on Eagles wings, 

1: tendrins chem as the Apple of His eye! And 

cm he diye!rt upon Earth, He went not beyond 

dt: bouns of the Holy Land ; where alſo all Hts 

eloht was amons the Saint, Thefe He made p; -.- 
h is Conſorts, and Men of His Counc wh - And © 

nn ve find Him with ocbers, it was for the E/ci#'s 

we that were among them, How hequenly, 

Wh what well pl. aſednefs doth He ſpeak of 

xc! Profeſſing His love to them, and that ac- 

"is tothe hipheit pattern, Fon 15.9. Asthe 

ater hath 1, Nh Ale, jo vave I loved yort, And 

vw great things He would do for them : Not to 

ie [1ilfing of His Kinglom, bu: the l2ying down 


: His ifs f tor them; Gtherin 1 them in, Raiſing 74h: x. 
Mm up, and oiving them to jit with Him 1n His 153 35: 
iron Lut, for the \Worid, He taies Itttle no- Fas 
col them, except with a kind of contempt ind * '? y 
mM J4ts ils Let thcm aicne 5 SS wake (ff T4238 as fF-2 7h r 124. 
Jour fects Groe nor that Wc 15 wgoty tO aug i : 

"0 1c, though they feels Him ,, they ſhall 

Jl a Bofrirk zur for His Ele, Fe is found of 7/4. 65-1: 


1Q.r7 


&«M, EVEN W mites they Think not of Him ;: The 
fences of Af.:rrbew, the Woman of S mare, 


| e poſſe pe cd His People at Corrnelr oe» 
ie Records of it. And all this, becauſe Theſe 
e 


tis Prion, and the lor of His Inbriirance. ; Done. 22. 


$7 q CG 
"1, J 


Wyarcthe Afen which the Father nave hin orrt 9,8 


; - : cf 
Ls C 


Feeb, 26 Rebels; and ſervice He hath from them, (thoug 


Iſs. 481. buchadnezzar was His hired Days-man aguii 
Pj. 50.8% Tyre, and Cyrus againlt Babylon ; whole rigit 
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of the Werld, John 17.5. & 16, ch. 18,38. For, 
As Chriit our Head is not of this World ; ſo ne: 
ther is his Kingdom, nor the Subjects of it. 
Itistrue, The Father hath given Chrilt to bt 
Head over 4//: But, His Ecadſhip over Menn 
general, and His Headſhip over the Church, have 
a far different reſpect and conſideration : He 
God of the whole Earth, but Fejhuran's Godin 
a way peculiar to His Choſen, Deut. 33.26. Iſa 
44.2, An Head{hip of Dominion He hatn over 
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of i ( 


they think not ſo, nor intend any thing leſs: ) At 


hand He held, though they knew Him not: x 
Aoab was his Waſhpot : But, for the Elect, the 
arc His natural Subjects; (though nor natural 
ſo: ) They are Hs by another z:r/e, and to and 
ther End : and fo intimate is the Relation betwet! 


v—_ 


Tat). 


Els 3. Him and Thew, that they are ſaid to be Of i:; «;, 


fleſh, andof Hts bones : They both have one 90; |. 


c2 4-13-and Spirit; He and They make one perfect; 


Han, litzs, 
That the whole World is put in ſubjection 'Y;.., 
Chriit, is for the Elect's ſake; the power He nt (;,, , 
over others, 15 incrder to their Salvation; H Y:,2 
, Head over all things tothe | Church; |that Is, 1: 
Subject, Diſpoſe, and Order all for the ChuraF;;. 5 
00d; As inthe ſeventcenth of Zorn, HE 1s 87, /; 
to have power over all fin, that [Je might SY prog 
erernal life (not toall He hath power over, Ulnicq 
to a5 m1 ny as the Father had grven Him: \V Ri Perſon 
[ Giving ] imports {| Elefion ] as going afo ma 
it: And tieretore He ſays inv, 6, 1 have FAYShjc; 


{rid 
hs 


Of God's Sovereignty, Kc. 

ted thy Name to the Men which Thou gaveſt me 

wr of the World: Thine they were, (thats, by 
ection) ard thor gaveſt thcm Ae : It may be 
11of rhe, asin Heb. 10.5. A Body haſt thou 
repared Me; which though chiefly intended 
here of His humane Nature, as true it is of His 
Body Myitical ; All the Members of which were Il. 139. 
ittenin God's bool ( of Election) when 2s yer '?' 
rerewas nom? of them, He therefore prays for 
zeſeas a party diſtin(t from the World, and Gl- 
ento him for an brgher End ; as appears by com- 
paring the 2,66, 9, 21,24, 26 verſes of that 17 of 
Fe, , 

Il, We find, That | Church] and | Efedd ] 
are but two ſever il Titles of the ſame Perſons, in 
a ſeveral reſpect : { Elect | as Choſen of Col 
tS.lvation; an1 fo, they are called The Chih 
f God, ] and (aid to be Sandified by God the 
Fatocr, Tadev.r. And rbe Chirch of {| Chrijt ] 
i aven or com nitted to Him by tne Father in 
order to that Salvation, Fobrn 17. 6. It was this 
Urn to whom the Apottles infcribed their Epi- 
is, Wiore we hin then fom<times intit led { Be- 
4 of God | Rom. 1.7. Sometimes , The 
Crit co9f God, and Sanitified in Ci-rift; 1 Cor. 
1,2, At other times, Seirrs and Faithful Be: 
_Frer Cori/t. Gol: 2. HW; Chnrco's of 

4 S.unts, 1 Cor. 1.4. 33. And Cirurch of tie 

iſt birn, Heb. 12.22, And ſometime, cx- 

pretly © Ele& ) 1 Per. 1.2, By all which is fip- 

med, That the Church of Chriit confits of E!-t. 

'"7/ons: That theſe varions Appzllations, arc Hut 

” miny terms indifferently nſed about the f.me 

dubject ; and Alas Notes of &t:tmcton from the 

IWorl1 þ ) \\'run 


WW 


A Pradical Diſcourſe 
When Chriſt ſhall appear in His Glory, ther 
:nall His Members tc gathercd to Him; Ze, 
14+. 5» 
the Saints | with thee, And Pari ( diſcourlins 
the ſame thins ) ſays, Trey that are Chriſt's a 
H1#s commpg, 1 Cor. 15.23. which fhews, That 
they are Chriit's ſo as others arc not. And thati; 
is mcant of Elect Pertons, appears uy OUT Savl- 
our's own words, when ſpeaking of that His Com: 
ins, and of the f:me Perions who are fad tote 
F415: and to come warn Him, He cives them cx: 
? Denomin; ation, {Ze jhail fend forth 
F143 don = 614 877 Bi Pas :6 hr tooth er Joly 
Ei] Niat, 24.33. But, as for the A«jtol 
the Dead, rhcy ved mot again till a Third 
fro V. 29.5. Thcrefore, theſe : FRG] 
W vere no] Part This | ;0dy. If mm: ay alſo benoted, 
Lat theſ, ec Wl 10 > Gid not Riſe with the Saints, are 
the ſame Word or Note of at- 
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j:1nction, as Tnofe NVer-Elciied are in Ko. 1 

es PE Eo ny , - » i op 
FEI [at FROUE prop: 131d I ve [ Relt-] were 
Uiridtay. Vi. that i hoſe. who nad part in 
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by comparing &:v. 20. 4. Withcnap. 13:9. 


1 I 
ill. It was of Receility, that the Body or 


aurch of Chii:iiſhoutd be compoſed of tac £: nn: 
Sed; 

1. Becauſe none cle were 7 t9 be of this Bot), 
but ſuch as ſhould be he the Head of it. ( arnl 
Members would be as uncomly to a Spit itual 
GAC of th IC Bruics to os Aditn's COM- 

ihe King's Daugnt er-etcct ( to 1133448 
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Of God's Trees &c, I5T 


15 within ; Not only of the ſame outward me- 
al (for ſo were thoſe other Creatures with Azam) 


41: mide in the ſame Mould, and indued with the 
0 Mme Spirit and Underſti anding : - There muit be a 


co grunt in all the parts throughout : They mult 7,2,,3, 
<opic: of Him ; each one reſembling the Chil- 33, 

ern of a King: If the Head be Heavenly, ſo 

Vi Writ the Members: They cannot walk togethery 

Wt not thus agreed. 

y Ii 5 lt enefs to Chriſt is proper to the Elect; 
A bs 1 Rowal priviledoe intailed upon _ and 
not d.ſcend or Revert to any out of that line. 
nat this "0 :cnefs to ChriZ is requiſite to all Fits 
"WM \icnibers, and alſo peculiar to Elect Perſons, arc 
* Wtoth atte; fied in Rom. 629%: foi hom He did fort- 
1 "mow, [7e alſo aid Preveſts? 2ro be co nformed to 
4 Wi: Imare f Hts Son; that un right be toe Firſt- 
" born aorg many Bre þ YEN; WW hich implies, that 
Wc Fore-/ ps (or Elect) only are prevertiants 
* ({Weercto; , that were itnot for Predeſtination, 
"© Mie Fir 7 rack : ſhould have buta thin Aſſembly to 
0 WPerclile among ; (indeed, nething but blanks for 


"WE s creat adventure and lons expectation. 3 in 
i Ep. .3.4;5- he further zppropriates thoſe Spi- - 
zalbluſings (by which Men arc conformed to 
s Cari) rorh2 ſame perſons Bleſſci be the God 
ws Father of our [ord Feſs Chriſt, who bath 
Md i with ill ſpirit; 4 bleſſings in heavenly 
F EY 7 Iv 6  1cc.rding a He hath Choſen] 
i VEG 7 = e Wks... Prede(tinated mw to the As 
”= (011 2 of ChilAre 4 Cet JY theſe two Scriptures tt 


*PpCars,taat Ce 'd's Clil lrea and Coriſt*s Brethren, 
_ Emer fume Perſons ; ni thar they were mace {0 
MO +ifttion, But, cre Cariit's Zrethren and His 
: > Chuich 


ſc 


Pohn I5. 


23. 


A PraTical Diſcourſe 
Church the ſame Perſons? Take your ſolutic 
irom Heb. 2.12, 7 will declare thy Name unu 
my [_ Brethren, ] In the midſt of the | Chun] 
will 1 ſing praiſe unto Thee, 

3. Tnis Gkeneſs ro Chriſt 15 not attainable by 
Eph. 1, 4.any without fir{t being in Him as their Head; For 
which cauſe the Elect were Choſen in Him, ltis 


out of Chriſt's fulneſs that all Grace is reccives: 


and in order to that Reception, there mult ke 
The branch cannot bear fruit of it ſel; 
{ nor indeed be a branch ) unleſs it grow out d 
For which cauſe and end, the deſigned 
Mcmbers of His Body were ſeparatcd from thei 
wild Otive root, and put into Chriſt by Election: 
And hereby they are made partakers of the fatneſ 
oi that Heavenly Root; \ z.e. of the Spirit d 
Chriit, which is calicd the Anointing, in 1 Fob. 2, 


Vnon: 


the Vine. 


27.) 


In this reſpect the Fir{t and Second Adam 


reſpective Bodies. 


are ſet forth as parail*!s touching headſhip to thei 
As from Adam their natural 
Head, all Mankind have dcrived their natural be- 


mg; Sofrom Chriſt their Spiritual Head, do al 


£200.5-12; 


the Elect Secd reccive their Spiritual being and 
Nature. 


On which account he is ſiiled The cur 


Adele hiſcdec met him. 


laſting Father, an1 They His Children, lia 9.6. 
They were all in Chriit from Eternt 
ty, 1nas juſt (but ſpiritual ) a Reality, as Man 
kind in Adam, or Leviin Abrahams Loyns whe! 
Eve's production ( 45!9 
| the manner of it ) was paternal of this: She was 
G2n.2.2L ade of Adum's ſubltance; but ſhe came not 0: 
of his Loyns, but out of his Side : So is the New 
Creature extracted out of Chriſt's ; They arc 60? 
«&f his bones, azd ſicſn of bis fleſh; ( ſpirituali 
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Of God's Sovereignty, &c. 153 
ndertood. ) And none can thus proceed from 
im, but ſuch as were in him Decrerrvely by 
E/::01; Men are bleſſed with theſe ſpiritual blel- 
ngs, a5 being in Chriit, and not otherwile : Epb. 
bd, TH. 3-55 6. 


Infe; EHICCS, 


[. Letno Man pretend to this Honourable Re- 7,F. x, 
tion of Memberſhip to Chriit, without ſome- | | 
tins to ſhew, by which he may warrantably 
grouch it : The currentelt Mark will be your C'ou- 
vrnaty, not to Men, or Sclf, but Cariit Jeſus 
your Head: it is Thar muit denominate you C'hr:- 

45 indeed. At latter day Chriit will know none 
but ſuch as have made their Robes white 2 the 
bod of the Lamb, Al} hang-by's and Ivy-claſp- 
as will then be ſhook off ; and thoſe onely retain'd 
cit MWt2at have His ſubſtance in them. Many hall come 
ral ind plead their Works; what they have been, and 
x- MW Wit they have done; and their old Hypocrific 

al WW il be ſo immovable and impudent, that they'l 
n4 Mcrcn e:poſtulate the matter with Him; Yave we NMat7.22 
rt Fropheficd in why Name, andinihy Name Caſt 
6. Wit Dchils, and done many wonderful IWorisr Of 
nt. WI om our Lord will profeſs, that He hows rhem - V» 23, 
n=”; oo, nor He never know them, Tis own tic 
en WW fn0wws by their /ckeneſs to Him 3 He knows, and 
| CaN:Ot but know the Membersof His Pody; Aty 
We wcep] 1 row, bur who are ye ? will He then 
ut MW +4) to all thar are but Prefer [ing Member: of [11m : 

VEE URIC will Cindecd ) be a dolcful concluſion of their 
Puniteſs (though ſpecious ) confidence; Look 
IUNCTEIOTE IN THING, | 


: IL 'V\e 


e—7> 
_ 
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.-Y 
«Aiy 


Inf. 2. IT. VVecgathcr hence, the ſafe and Honour ©** 
able eſtate of the Church, ne 

CONC] 

1. © Their ſtate is Honourable. If the VVo Wi”: 

©man's Dignity riie in proportion with that of he LEE 
ELord,how highly dipgnthed is the Spouſe of ChritMe®* * 

© in havins the Sor of God for their Head ! Thi Prin 

« Seed of 4brab: which the Secomt Perſon tookfiÞ** 

*on Kim, was inſtantly ennobled with a GlorybeWe,." 

© coming the Son of God, and the Fcad of Prind W EY 

© palities and Powers; and no more to be conſider wh 

© ed meerly after the Fleſh: In like manner, h-|'* © 

<ving accepted thoſe His Church is compoſed 6), Dy 

© He communicates to them of His own Contitim = 

Jobn 17.<and Naturez The Glory His Father had git . _ 
eh *Him, He gives tothcm + and notwithſtand thei E 
former and Natural baſfeneſs, He reckons then: 5; 

<now as One with Himſelf ; and according to whit,” 

© He will make them atlaſt. A Tincture theredtſ'"*< 

© Hegives them here in Regeneration ; which lb 

©He carries-on from Glory to Glory, and at 1 Api 

1 7:hn, ©appearins it ſhall be perfeed : They ſhall be lit! 4 : 


©H:4indecd, To ſay of the Church's Head, Thi':;, *- 
© fic is the | Son of CodT is to give Himall I "IH 
*tle; of State and Honour : 'tis That which evc') 
Knee mult bow-unto. His Glory 1s fo imcom 
* prehenſibly Glorious, that we ſhall ſooner b: 
<loſtin ſearching intoit, than compaſs EZ-conti 
* worthy of ſuch a Subject: TI therefore ſay 19 
*more of it: Nor can more be ſaid ( in ſo man} 
© words to liluftrate the Church's Glory, tha! 
* that She is the Spouſe of Chit; Hence the Gloty 
© of our Relicion, anJ of its Real Confcſſors. 


NC): : 
464) 


CF God s Soverergnty, GC. 
ind, let it be noted, that itis not a bare zitular 
Of 1277907 ary Dignity they are veitcd with ; but 
ht which is Real, Solrd, end Durable, Princes 
wricr 41.05 of Honour, but cannot infuſe Dzſ- 
11.75 worcby thoje Titles, nor Keep them from 
Pege crating : Chriir, as Head of the Church, 
ggbotn; He derives into H's own, His own 
vince kc VCrmuces 5 and that as really, (and 


ut. 


woe li ty too to thule that partake of them, ) 

pcs the Vine its ſap into its Natural Branches, ! 
MW bit a Labyrinth is it both of Honour and Con- 

or Molation, 7 hat the Blood-Royaiot Heaven runs 

Wit their Veins, and willnever out: 

of but true as it 1s, how few do believe it ? And 


of thoſe fow, who is it that lives-up to the Faith 


_CS 5 « Me . 
cf it? 10 Ends(therefore)] mention it for; 1. T0 
«ir ecar-up Your Spirits again!t the Wor'd's frowns 


andcalumnies, which the ſerious thoughts of your 
Relation to ſuch an Head, may well counterbal- 
nceand relieve you again!t. Princes in Exile, 
'or, if in their own Countrey unknown and 


Wi 

2 Win-2nly Atrended ) arc but coarſly uſed; (and 
ihe we marvcl not at the matter) which yet the 
ve Mobs of their Righ-birth, and confidence of 


Reicrement, do mightily ſupport them under : 
Nuch more ould the Sons of God ( wiote De- 
ent is not Reckoned from the Kings of the 
eh )navino ttillin their cye rhctr Divine extract, 
wee tit Circumſerent Reward that's coming, 
car up their heads ina Prince-like manner ! and 
the joy that is ſet before them, both endure the 
n (1-195 2nd defpiſe the ſhame; untill tney come to 
1] k Exalted, not onely above thoſe Nicz-names 
© World now impoſes on them ; but above the 
* moſt 


z4 


135 


Fobn 1. 
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© moſt Honourable Names and Sercneſt Titlesthy 

*are found under Heaven ! Ther ſhall it be know 

* Who you are ; your Lultre ſhall be no longer hit; 

© thoſe that deſpiſe you now, ſhall ich the Duſt, 
Iſ1.45.23 your Feet : And then ſhall be accompliſhed thy 
P/.72.5. great word of your Saviour, ( and that as ſur 
/oh. 17. *as if it were done already,) The Glory whid 
al — * Thou gaveſt me, I have given them: yea, you 
© ſhall fit with your Lord in His Throne, Beſides 

* (which alſo ſhall add to that day's Solemnity) 

© This thing ſhull not be done in a Corzer; but 


Dncer! 
our {c 
refer? 
zard 
difle1 
1n you 
race 


<as ye have been openly reviled, ſo ſhall ye hare nere 
© a Publick Vindication : The great Trumpet ſhil puile * 
J427e13 be blown in the Land; The Arch- Angel with thy V0U k 
hs Tramp of God ſhall come, and that with ſo ſhii df the 
<a Note, that Heaven and Farth ſhall ring-again; ber 01 
©and this ſhall be the Tenor of his Song, Arif; ber cy 
Iſa. 60. 1,* ſhine, for thy L1ght 15 come, and the Oloryoftit mh 


& 20, * Lord is viſenuponthee; [ and ſhall Sct no mire.) | 
Ter.3"-17« Thrws ſhall it be done ro Zion,whom no 7an (now) Fruits 
© ſecketh after. the F, 
2. Your Honourable EST AT E Obliges to ©*P'* 
an Honourable Deporement, both towards you ot 
Head, your Selves, and Fellow-Members. % of 
1. As touching your Head. 1. Own His i =*4T 
premacy, giving Him preheminence in all things as YC 
Call no Man cn Earth Maiter; ( z. e. in point 0 "0ur 
Faith: ) Give unto Ceſar all that belongs to him; 14at 
yet ſo, as {till to reſpect Chritt as ſupream La, 2 
giver. 2. Submit to his Government itcer you! 
Courſe by his Counſels, and follow his Conduct: 3 
Go after him where-ever he ſhall lead you, [et al Z el\ 
your Scnſes have their S-at in your head ; let every 


thing be underſtood by you, according to bis _ "be 
80 


pulle you of your Reward. Be alſo ſure, that 


of God's Sovereignty, &Cc. I57 
id Interpretation of it: And, if there nceds an 

rgument to back the Exhortation, that Ordi- 

ance { Thy deſire ſhall be to thy Hmuband, and ra 
e ſhall Rule over thee; |] 18as true and cogent CER 4 
ncerning Chriit and the Church. 3. Expoſe 

ourſelf for him, ſtand between him and wrongs; 

reſerve his Honour and Intereſt, with the utmoſt 

zard of your ſelf; let Life and Death be as things 
different to you, ſo Chriſt may be magnified PPI1.25 


n you, 4. Look to your head for ſupply of all 


race, from his fulneſs it is to be had, and no- 


here elſe : hold to your head, leſt Notions be- Col. 2.18, 


19. 


ou keep to your Place and Duty, leſt you miſs 
f the Nouriſhment that belongs to you: A Mem- Foh.18.4, 


ber out of its place, is (for the time) as a Mem: 5. 
ber cut-off, 5. Laſtly, Adorn your head by your 
Gally aſpiring to a nearer reſemblance of him; ſhew 
forth his vertues; Be holy as he was ; Let all your 


Fruits be ſuch as are meet for ſuch a Root: Goa 
the Father is the head of Chriſt, and he bore the ,,,, , .. 
expreſs Image of his Perſon, inall thathedid ; He 7ob.s.15, 
wuld do nothing but what he ſaw the, Father as : 
* do you by your head Chriſt ; make him your 
Example : and in Order thereto, Live-upon him 
as your immediate Root, and give him the ho- 
nour of his own productions; remembring withal, 


Thtevery ſlip of yours caſts ſoyl upon him. 


2 © There is alſo a reſpect due to your ſelves: 
(A ſuperfluous Items, one would think, yet need- 
ful.) There's aptitude enough to honour our 
ſelves; but, as belonging to ſuch an head, is too 
"much un-thought-of, Things that well enough 


[4 , 
beſeem the common rank, would be a diſgrace to 
© Perſofis 


u 7 DJ F7 a fi —_ Wa, FOE ' 

G Periuns 6f honour _ A Ro U.iilz'S Lucie ſhould 
j { y ESL ERLN } = 1 "48 O , 

*be known by hec outward Garb; | U/;rioy 


| w Si 7 a {", ihras bon 
A Pract Cai D:ſcofrie 
Fe n 
{076 
imen! 


AS 0 
A | aq. 5 3 9s, Sang 
c VYPS6 7. MY £4 42 ana E {Cf 5) is 


cf 14 0173t Cult. E: 

* c;pher.the lame Ferion, ac% ina; pots pI& ted. 
"ted: Yenavean £1: Cas VR MY Wok Fer 
*it, and ſhew your than fulneſs 5y a1 ov 119 re Ln 
*tribution ; honour That which hunt, 3:5 4/614, by tbefo 
© comporting with its-end : Naw no Your fel the! 
* cheap; ſtoop not benenth your Cegree, ac Liſts 
- ©£C574j4 alone the Object of your Love. :2+1 phy, thor 
c Dependence ; to do otnerwile 15 [9 acy '/ your \'] 
* felf. The Church is the Glory of Chit, ni, 


< Mcmbers therefore ihould think themſelves too 
© 500d and too great to be ſpent on the World; 
and the World roo tiean and empty to afford 
*them cither Satisfaction or Adornment, A Ot % 
*cumſpect wajking, Sobcrnefs of Mind, Humt 
© lity, Selt-denyal, witna Meck and Quiet Spit, 
tare Jewcis of price, and Ornaments indeed ; by 
© theſe the invited Guelts ſhould ditinoviſh them- MW: 
© ſelves from Intruders; and Rea! Chiiitians from 
* meerely Nowinazl, In Chriſtianity it's no Badge ” 


a 11S 
*of Pride or ill husbandry,to wear your it every Wir... 
day; (yeE wefſhould not be ſeen -vichortit:) t: 
© Much wearing will beticr it, and ir cannot be lan 
*damaged but by Iring-by. Your Bodzes too, Wt... 
{are worthy of Corſideration, and not 2 little: Cong 


« They are the Figures of Chriit's Humanity, and (asy 
© Icmples of the holy Giiolt ; thercfore Icep tnem WM. 
© nnſporter, and Profane them not, cicher by fa 


| Port 
6 - 4 ve oat ta Sees £ 

© \nioning th2m to the World, or ſubjecting mnem FI. 

©o ſervile ities, But, I would not caweanyi0 Wl. 

*erre; Uncje ( though Ornaments) are not .., 


© your Rightcouſneſs; When ye ftand beiore G99, 
*% c ve 
/ 


0f God's Sovereignty, &c. 
ye mult put-over all. the Arghreonf-acſs of your 


Lord and Aeaiator : ( the Pricit's holy Gar- 
iments were to be ſprinkled with Blood, E-ed. 
£20.21.) 7 is was That the ſpeechleſs Gueſt wan- 
ted, and was therefore caſt-out, (though not 
fcriminable by them that ſtood-by : ) Abra- 


tun was juſtified by Werks before Zen; but, 
tbefore God, it was the Righteouſneſs of Chritt, 
iwherein by Faith he ſhrouded himfclf: Farrh 
tuſtiies the Perſon z and Works jukific his Fairh, 
both to himſelf and other Men. 

3.Then carry it towards your Brethren as Mem- 
kers of the ſame Body. 1, Uſurp not upon them, 
5 if more than a tcilow-member with them : 
judgenot the ſtrong, Deſpiſe not the weak ; Who 
rade the? a Judge ? Therc's none but hath need 
d forbearance from others; though, for moſt 
part, they that need it moit, are moit backward 
byickd it: But this take for a Rule, That the leſs 
jouſee your necd, the morenecd you have of it. . 
2, Intrude not into anothers Place and Office ; 
um Member hath its own, to which it js fitted : 
T»zit beſt becomes, and Here it is molt Uſeful; 
alewhere it would be beth ufcleſs and a deformi- 
ly; (asa Finger tranſpos'd, and out of its own 
ſynt.) 3. *Shew your Co-member-itip by your 
Love and tender regard towards otiers; ave 
Compaſſion on the [91207ant and thy je out of 198 WAY, HCV. 5+ 26 
Ea ' C ' ? 
(aS your Head towaras you. ) I one be weak or 
Founded, let him that is itrons and whole, iup- 
port and bind it up :. If one foot fumble, let the 
Cher ltep-in ior its helpz Cenfeder ry {olf, leſt Gal, 6.4. 
Wu aiſo be tcipted, Memicers of the fanie Na- 
ral Body necd no. Arouments {© periwace to this 
cuty ; 
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duty ; they doit by inſtinct. Our want of C9 
paſſhonateneſs towards uthers, (though it ſhallng 
dry-up, yet ) may much reitrain (at leaſt inqy 
apprehenſion) the Springs of Chriſt's pity towar 
our ſelves. 4. Laſtly, Let the good of the whit 
have preference before a particular part ; andle 
that of a /ower uſe deny it ſelf for the ſafety an 
aſſiitance of that which is more Noble : This, i 
a deprec, is to lay down our Life for the Brethren, 
He that in theſe things ferveth Chriit, 1s accepts 
ble to God, and approved of Men; and a goal 
Evidenceit is of your Memberſhip to Chriſt. 
C2, The Church is / fe : The Son of God te. 
<img their Saviour, beſpeaks aloud their ſecurity; 
©thoupgh compaſſed round with dangers and deatis 
© they are {till more than Conquerours ; they |ft 
© open towards Heaven, whence all relief comes; 
© and that Avenue cannot be ftop'd. If ye ſpea 
* of Principalities and Powers, which rule in the 
* Air; Chriit hasa Power above them, they are 
e under His feet. Theit Power of hurting lies 
* much in their Sbrilty; but, even in chis the] 
tare ſtill circumvented : the Devil has ( from the 
© beginnings) been a Lyar to himſelf, His fit 
© bait in tempting was, | Ye ſhall be as gods, | wil 
<his meaning was, to make us like himſelf: but 
©the wiſdom of God turns the temptation 1into1 
* Prophecy, and Chriit will make it good; (% 
* Hedid alſo the Counſel of Ca:aphas.) The Set- 
* pent, in bruiſing Chrilt's heel, got a bruiſe in his 
© own head; that all his Devices have {till been 


© Abortive, or turn'd on himſelf: he ſtir'd up 7* 


* axs to betray Chriſt, the Gentiles and Jewst0 


* condemn and Crucifie him ; and what got he by 
| *1t; 


tit; | 
Chis 
(then 
Citi 
Chu 
(thin! 
(Roc 
tbecn 
Mea 
[they 
(with 
[to tl 
It's: 
(Fait! 
Greg 
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"KO . \ ICCTS : CIC 
hin tO un 3+ Bu | as: Men-mi ne Intere 
ct > of Ages d ſhall: ( cbforve t dealings 
-_ defeated, an nade to  Exyprians ſtians, 
2y deſip d the bov ce ro 
(they wy [an ; ICCS A ; rtanc : it 
ith 1/rael, ec inſtai limpo hriit,anc 
(with ay are {mai Gl 
Ms Jay al nof no -e made for ever the 
0 orgy yr were —_ bot om the 
{It's con all thing hereforc, it Irom the 
Fs at a q ave Cit 
(Faith, Ih iſpoſe : and e they ha own Inter © 
his di | ics :hav , 1116 his 0 ſerv 
re at $ Enemic ho knowing than t but 
' Church's | vill give ou \& what t {che gs 
Und In nor can He is 1 gods; 2 
*tnatturn ; ent. ng tne f >Cret anc 
tha Reglm th amo nailt ſec = <- 
{under his Re rule the ma Fins voice. 
UUGC th: he {teers Mo Ca-TINg n- 
of the No viſt. d carries th atter of Wo {1 
; OUn vVabic G (ſcien C kis 
'violent & ner Obſer vine pre ith that of 
{Amongir ot! That iz wp woes to Eh 
: PT F' 3 7\ ar WY Nec I [ ati 
fdermenit, he ſfecu -ind of ort. 2. : 
Unterwoven 6p: {1 _ upp work, LY 
*Church, vurch for the mpaſſcrh my COT E. 1 bo 
"tec} id ants rs Own, s hae 
"our Lord Enemnies ors Ny their ons 
"letting 7 That In - enning Sigh . ON Iran, 
12, And3, 3 ana Ceirne ith the 20; £33224; 
Gs | >G them; a 1 ut V/1t C1ron;'25 
termine blows then 5,16,2C 
| (I\ - ] d 
*(er, Orv 3.9. P[al.9 
(1 Kin"s6 6,9. / 
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A Practical Diſcourſe 
©But, UppPorgy that heil be broke looſe, ani 


< J.e519N5 « ft Locuits beich'd out of the bottornlek > - 

1) \4 
©pt, COimc upag unit tnem, Armed with trrengeh kaſ-5 
C \ 5 THIS, ed 14777 a [11 Y, tn Toner : doed wW ith Policy, rear 


Edecd VID EERMITY, ana neaded bY thi red Drile. 
©o0n.; And oy thete is Belieged Log amp of tie... 
aints & tne beloved GC ty. and t! te Church as Yd / 
cable to refit asa woman that's read y to TravelM...... 


* andnow{ta\y tetr | ENCMHCS ) What Wii becomealh ... 
© their LJreams 7 Folk :C this for your Comfort: 1, Wh 
There til hangsa cloud between the two Campilie... 
© & 1ts bright {1 Ge od! yards the Church. 2.The Enei... : : 
: PR Bs 


mics Camp 43 aguin ſurrounded by the Churciſſ; 
SUCCOUrS, ana kept 10-3 pound, as by Chariot 
t1the tcavens, Wil have them in derition, 7:f... 
71:ſaicas will prove a burthenſome ſtone to allthaſÞ -. 


5 : Np gn. 55 I OOIne'D + p Sb 2» 7 4 RET. 
c OGDEC TNENLEnTES 1 With its And [1 Other means v.\\ 
. » \ 
- - ' { - 
© fail, Canito mate 2totalent) Fire comes anno - 1... 


from Gd nt if Es. win, and devour tnem, M7; 

© But fnere's Yet-a Wy readiviler fort of EneniMIj; 
£tnan-theſes. The Devil in the head of Origin... 
fin, 15.2 Beaſt notto be dcalt with - The Churc | 
rcfectins on (elf, and looking no higher], 
© may cry out witn ENTER; \W ho is able o..-:--- 
emalie Var with the Beat! Indeed, the who. . U 


© oi your Native Militia, witn allthe Troops of ireeÞte.. 
* whit NEE] HE DEER. | 1 > Viet =P 

IH 4 DASKATICAL WA 'Y} no TCO! 7 4 M cy arc U oO! 

2 4k 

* Conar;es, andit Ve Trutlt cheny rey '| turn againk my 
you inthe Pattel.: Or if they {tand-to it, (WW; 7 
© cording totheir bet skill ) it ſhall not avail y0! 

L34if 7 ark \\ ith thi [J Be: alr, yy $3) {tubble [0 l, \ u; 
© Pow; yet be not difcourar 20, onely renouncY | 1 
"rem ail,.-and. depend; 01- the Trip! ALS © 
 Avriie }. (Cothat Omnipotent: and 10 nyi014008” 
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Contederation ) of all whoſe forces, your Lord 
7 Commanacr In Chict This Lion of the 1 the 


Mt of 7:42 15 able to deal with that Bealt, and to 
VM rear him in pieces; yea, He hath done it al- 
ready: 077 His Croſs He T runmphed over them; ct. ,, 
af; Carid... {vb M1CT ore Y He follo wed thc Rout 5 7 
"WF iic Gates of "Hell; 1here he ſhutthem in, and 


tarrics the Rey on his ſhouider; thev cannot 
t by Licenſe from hi mM 3 nor tarry a Mo- 


rent beyond his preſcript. To be ſhore, The 
PF only decadful thing is fin; the Devil, Death, 
"MF :n5 ici, are but ſubordinate Atrendants (as Et- 
p Wects of tneir © Cauſes: ) and therefore 7 ha t-taKcn- 
fy a the rett are Uniting 'd, tney have I« loit th cr 
w: | of hurting; ſo that the Church itil] re» 


> invincible z and the Reaſon of allis,-/tr'ss 
"a po: a Rock, and hat Rock 1s Chriſt. 
'\hick: thing being true, not onely of the 


WOE Clit! in orois, but of Menlers; Ty particular, 
WW | icrcfore 

oY ct cvery one that i5 of this body,be well apaid 
Oi {1s [v8 -.:be olhdandrej OVCC for ever in this 
, | 1h Prion: This 15 the exaltation the Prorhber of 


WW acre (bold valne bir felf ys Be your rank ang 
Mution ever fomean in the World, carc not for 
© but-reit contented with vour place, and be 
Deſire not (your ſelf ) to change 
to fillit up, and be as uſeful in it as 
1, 00k ailo [or (ronuDies, ang t ft 
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16.4. A PraTical Diſcourſe 
hs. Itisnarmra/to the head to love and to cheriſh 
the Boy, and every Member of it ; to cortrive 
and cait about for its welfare and ſafety ; Aa 
Eth.g.2o. 141 cuerifneth hs own Ficjn, fo doth Chrif i 
Clitrcn, \W hat thou* 'h thou be (in thy ſelf ) an 
17.12-tncomely Member ? He will put the more comels 
rn, NY Ike eſs upon thee : he "iy cloath thee, and fecd thee, 
| and Phyſick thee ; will o:ve Grace aid Clin), 
and no goed thins T He. with-hold from thee: 
For, He being the [:7//-born, Pelngs and Head 
of the Family, all the yozrnicr Brethren are tobe 
maintain'd upon {lis Inheritance. 

V. Relit aiſo aTured of ſafe conduct to the pre 
miſed Land; Adverſarics and Difficulties you wil 
certainly mect-with ; Remaining Corruption 
( like the mix'd multitude ) will Le tumultuating 
and tempting you wihkia; the Amalckites an) 
Foopt lc of His wrat! 1, will /tand in vour w ay with 

or be falling on your Rear, to cut-off the we! 
ys cbic; and the” Serpent ; will yet be nibline.n 
bruifins 7 our heel; but higher than that he touct 
cth not: your Ute. art and your Head are out of 
bis rcach, and therefore you are ſafe : If it com: 
to the wort, ye can but die; and Death it 0 
ſhall nut hurt you; Nay. you conquer ay1ingz | 
ſhall but end your pace Heaven-wards, 
haſten vou upto the Throne of God, Therefort, 
Quit you like Men, ( an4as Men of nearett Ke 
Iit1on by Blood and $; irits, to the Man Chritt | 
_—_ 15.1us::) for, Geid ſha Thy 11 TE Satan under your ft 
ſ»ortly; Come ( will vour Captain ſay to y9 
'D marr ) Set your fect 07 the Neck of this K11 0) 


Pride, "and do by him as he hath done by others 
MN 


Inf. 5: 


J-/1 10 
4 


from him : Union with him, intitles to all thatis 


and v 
ble 0 
veth 
of th 
prefe: 


tre Þ 
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ind would have done alſo by yon ; Give b1 Aon. "2 18. 
le according to his works: This 15 the time when 
Ce ſhall 7udge Angels; and all under the Conduct l Cor. 5.3; 
4 Wi this your Head and Captain , who will now /* V--4* 
's reſent you faultleſs ro His Father, even before 
2 je preſence of His Ws With exccedalms ſoy. 
ol T2 car Lord Feſis Chriſt gave Hits Life a 
) Runtom tor the Ele(t, 
0 Thit the Elect are Chrit's previiar portion, 15 
HI Hg 4Ore ; and what Encagements Were upon 
be Hin (on that account} for their Redemption, 

will appear afterwards. 'ÞY | Giving Ein ſelf 
i 2 4a | I underitand the whole of His t:0- 
miltion, what-ever He Gid or fuftered as Vedi- 
zour from +lis Incarnation to 1s Reſurrection; 
02 Ell which are ſummarily expreſs'd by © rbe bloud 


- f His Crojs: } as all the precious Fruits of His 
br Death, are by [ Fer-rveneſs of ſins, | Or [ Re- 


oY onuement with God, | Thar was the Price 
13 Where att He bought them that ſhoul1 be ſaved ; 
I cnt 7 this Salvation He bought for them, and 
Wm for !t. For, albeit that Satan ( through 
MH tir fron will failings in Afar ) had gor a ftem- 


ell os : 

-" prary .\ortgage upon tne Elect themſelves; they 
p went; the fee-fimple or Right © t Inneritance 
al. < 


1e9:1.5 in Chrit; and therefore, at tne year of 
no i: lce tncy return to Him as the right jew; 
Ne- 01 1.not without both Conqueit, and tall price; 
je _ two together make Redemption comp» 
-A- *dly ſcope (here ) is to ſhew, That the Boy 
c or Conch of Ci71ft are efpect {ly anda after 4 De «+ 
"Caltar manner, concern'd «1 Red mptions Au, 


M3 £11 
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C in oracr thereto, I would conlider £50 other of Wc: 
(rhe Divine Works , wiichreſpect tae \Vorld u- Wor - 
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"YE? Fe {tlV, WE Reden 11}? from df 4 1: ) and Ver nave reſpe 
*9:-;5 \ | \ i oY 1 E / Th: R k 
41 ſpceralry 11} LCN, 18 In Fe 10N 4 io hath; ev:en 
&tg wit, Creation ald [roviaetsC the \\ 
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6 ' Out, all were nci ria de tor the fame Uſe and Fn \ WW dcen. 
ie bas a PCcitiieth {0 OPc in tho makings ( F- ſom, (alf « 


| -— _ %\ * » ty; 9 " ”" i » 
V 11 Ts. W253ncot COmnmIONnto theo 1297 5 YEA, The \Y Ot- 
y . Up 2 , 
<c1N',0 e035 made for the ſake of thoſe Sowe, :5 Mins: 


Oo 5) 
*1n-a grcat Houſe are many _Veſlels, Caltof one WF in & 


*Maticr 5 providing, and all for his own Service ) {MW :ict!1! 
ot iy6 cfomme to | Lonoues and ſome to Diſhonour : fon W::rc: 
als 6 v.i. the \Vorld, j:7:e God raiſed up to be Monu- Wl iiate 
Ro. 0.25, ments of His Power an; Juitice LO Velic's {MW iedc 
r Per. 3 © of wrath.) 014714 are Veſſels of? Mercy, whom Wer c- 
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A PraGical Diſcourſe 
* purchaſe of Divine blood; their Line is tog 

© ſhort to mcaſure Redemption by ; and their bulk 
* too narrow to fili-up the height — 1 Of that 
cGreat Abyſs; there muit (by that Gloriorw Ar 
Cceveiiient) be fome WVobler Obrainment tha 
* ſnort lived blefiings; and an bicher End thanty 
* bring Ven into a wcer poſſioilry of being ſaved: 
© The Life of the <on of God was infinitely too 

© precrores tO be given tor pe-iſping things; andin 
©no wile confiſient With 2ivine Wit Som to ven: 
* ture it for an Vacertuinry. It had been a (ig 
*thtns for Chriit, and not worthy Bis ſufferings 
©to ratſe- -UP the ruines made by Ada to ſucha 
* degree of Reſtoreinent, as would onely haveſe 
* hin in his former (tate, and that zpon terms more! / 
© unlikely to ſucceed ; This had been to give aGent!; 
c greater «© vali tor things of Icfſ*r Afoment : Fore 52 

£1t needs mult be a much happier i{tate, to bear: 
©the impreſs of God, without Byas to evil; rant 7 
© to be moved with ail manner of Motivcs, while MM. 
© fetter'd by unbelicf, and a Natural bent to revo:t]W7-:.. 
£ further : For, Notwith!i tancing all theſe, rot tne but c 

© Major ty onel:;, but the Univerſa lit y of Van: that | 
£ kind migiit have periſh d and gone to 1 ical: which Icy 
* would in no wile have anſwer'd God's End nWs: - 

© makins the World, m'ich lefs in Redcemingit I1«: 
© Twas therefore neceffiry,, \edemprion houll ſhou! 
* have 2 farther reach than to bring Men into uſo | 


eden 
enſe 
14/7 pt 1 
and tn! 
cempt 


a Go | 

© were Saly, 1b! "1 —_— and that could not bc | le! v.00 
© than a {*at, eel Certurn Silyatton, i "nd, in Orde WITT 
. BET. , gn T" i:.a7t I; ; 

© tOthts,- Regemption was 5 General as to # 675 41 


Feven AL that pertaincth to Life and Godlinels Fi migi 
© Eterna! Life, and whatever conduceth thereto» Jew! 
*(as Witaftcr be made evident. ) And 1/1: is thor 51: 
Rc 


)f God's Sovereignty, &c. 


hap we are treating of; and this the 
nſe of the preſent Poſition, viz, That Ae- 
jenptio's thrts que: ified, is pecultar to the Church; 
an that Election 1s the Pattern by which Re- 


tne ent what He [ces the Father do, 

To make \ccemption larger than Ele&ins love, 
to overlay tne Foundation ; which ( all Men 
row) is a very momentous Error in Building, 
Fpeciaily of ſuch 2Tower whoſe top mult reachto 
eaven. It therefore-behoves us to ſce, that we 
eparate not what God hath conjoyn'd, cither by 
irtchins or {traitnins tre bounds He hath ſer. 


on 15 of Men nog ly and .z/the ; (not con- 
cat ing t11C [\caſon wiy the Pron —_ was made to 
anMitic [!-4.55::'s Seed, and ne: L to Adam's: ) but the 
it FR , 1 Himſelf, who beit knew the 7.ne of the 
0:7-:.,:/, and End of [is m: fron, exempreth none z 
ne kt en tendsir to all Nations 13:d:jferentiy; yetſo as 
0M: oat c rcitrains it tothe Elcit amons them; de- 
Bu hed nem {till by ſach 2pnellations as 1nport 4 
a s GG FATEY.: i hey are called {rs Seed, and the > I]a+53.10 
[ TIT Soul: with reſpect to whom He 


he Joy 5 were Opinion 'd, that the promiſe of the 
 tclong'd onely to them, excluſive to the 
ntl ;- Others ſince, wonld extend it to All 


119 nou! 1make His ſoul an Offerino for fin : 1heſe 


0" te terms His Sheep, and Himſelf the good 


© þ roph erd, (as He well 'mioht) whoſe own tne 
Jet 09 @ are, and for whom He ay a * Jot: in 10-14; 


4 down my Life for the Sheep; where, that He 
13 might not be tiken tro intend thoſe onely of tne 


dheep 1 ave ww 1235 are it of * f1915 F. o'd: ; i vc 


a'jy 
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emption is to be meaiurcd ; The Son can do no- Jyh, g.n9 


Je vi Nation, He preſently ad#s, An crber 
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A PraGical Diſconrſe 


alſo muſt 1 bring, v.16. And the Evangeliſt ar 
in Chap. 11. That He ſhould nor die jor nor tf 
ti03 onely, but for the Children of God that ay 
ſcattered abroad; This he expreſſes by Vathe 
ing together | toſhew the certain and inſepara hls 
linking- together of Redcy Ptio7 with effeGnilC, Cal. 
ling; according to Eph.2.13. where they ar 
ſaid to be m2a:1e nh by the blood of Cirriity alt 
that He Reconciled borh (41.4%. Jews an Geri 
or the Elect ſcattered amony both ) un (od, nm 
one body by the Croſs, according to tic Father) 
compact made wich Him, and Recordedin 1ſa.49. 
6. It allo appears by //i.53. tnat they wok 
{ Shcep | whoſe LiHquztzes were laid upon Clin, 
ver.6. Andapan, ver. 8, For the tranſorc 11 
of [my People | was He ſi bickes: CI ere note, 
That we do nor hnd any party of Xen ter! i: 
Sheep, the People of God, and His Blaron 
d1{tinction 770m Others: but with re re (i to ſor 
pecultar lutcreft ric bath in them above otaers! 
And what that Intereſt may be, excepting Flecti- 
on, doth not appear to us; For thoſe other Sicep 
were not yet Called, and therefore not yet bclie- 
vers, and Sheep on that account; but as they wee 
of God's Elect. 

For though 44 L Men were Toit, Chriit was /t 


} 


jent but to the loſt Sheep of the F Howleof 1[r-6: 
chat is, Thoſe Perſons of the jolt and pe rith ing 
world, whom God had choſen tor Ars Pectiia' 
as He dicithe Houſe of 1/1 from anos ne! Na- 
tions; and who in that reſpect, were a ſpec 
Type of the Spirirical Election, Andon thi 
count, the Promiſes of the /vew Conernan were 
caade to the Church under ſuch Names an} Lites 
4$ 
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A PraGical Diſcourſe 


culiar and Prrchaſed ] are ſo nearly allied, t 
one word 1s uſed to ſignifie both, 1 Per, 2.9. 
According with this, is that inthe :' Per, 1,2 
where Chriit 1s ſaid to be verily fore-ordamt 
and Manifeſted tor thoſe He writes that Epil 
to : Thatthey were perſons Elected, is evident 
the 1. and 2, ver, And Elect unto the {print 
of Hs blood; And as they were Electc toir 
inthe. 17. Fohn, He profeſſes to make it g004d;t: 
their ſakes (avs Chriſt) I ſanttifie my jeif ;at 
twicc 1n the io. Fohn, That, He laid down f 
Life for the Sheep; Which is perfectly excluh 
of others, as where He ſaith, 11y Rrghteouſu 
extenaeth unto the Saints; and be that belicuu 
ſhall be Saved; that is, Such, and None cl(e. 
It alſo appears from As 20. 28. That it! 
the | Church ] of God that He purchaſed wi 
Hs ownblood, Now, the Church and the Wor 


are plainly diſtinct, as a Garden tncloſed is on 


the Common Fields, That the Church conſis! 
Eleit perſons, 1s proved afore; and that it vi 
the Chxrcy He dyed for, is proved by this Scri 
ture; As allo, from Fph.5.25. Where Husban: 
are required to love their Wives, as Chr ij !7i7 
the Church, and Leave Himſelf for it : || wh 
ſhews, That as the Husband's love to his \it 
Is another kind of love, than what he b-ars 1 
thei oi the ſame Sex ; So is Chriit's 1+ve to 
Church, and therefore, His death, which v: 
the ſpecial ettect of that His Love, is peculiar & 
the Church only. 

In &evel, 5, we Read that the 
New Song to the Lamb, becauſe 
inemto Cuavy {15 blood, ver, og, 
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Of God's Sovereignty, &c. 


ions for that Stile of Elders, this may be one, 
it they were Choſen from the dayes of old; (For, 
ir Names were written in Hts book of life from 
Foundation of the World, Rev. I7. on They 
e alſo ſaid to be Redeemed [” out of ] every 
n:red and Tongue, and People and Nation ; 
ich Rationally implies, That the Buk of thoſe 
ople and Nations were not Redeemed with 
xm. And again, inthe 14. Ch, Acertain Num- 
rare ſaid to be Redeemed | from the Earth | Rev. 14, 
i [ from among Men: ] If Some from among 34 
ters, It follows of courſe, That thoſe Orhers 
ere cxempted. ( Here note by the way, That 
ee Elders were now in Heaven, above the 
ouds of miſ-conception and prejudic'd Opinion; 
dtherefore, no Reaſon to mi{doubt their teſti- 
ony.) And further, Theſe Redeemed Ones are 
ere alſo ſtiled, The Ferſt Fruits unto God and to 
t Lawb; which appellation inſinuates , That * 
"ey were ſeparated from the Reſt, as the Firſt 
utts uader the Law were, by God Himſelf, W ho 
00x them for His Own portion, Numb. 2.13. 
nnd Chap, 8.16, They are likewiſe ſaid, To have 
me Fatber”s name written in their Foreheads,Rev. 
W's 1. (Election marked them out for Chriſt } 
J-""d to be written in the Lamb's Book of life; and 
off” as a Lamb: ſlain, Rev. 13.8. Who on that 
W-ccount ſays to His Father, Thine they were, and 
Thou gaveſt them Ae, Joh. 17.6. Where alſo 
nHis prayer for thoſe whoſe Sacrifice He was now 
ND offer, He ſtiles them, The en which the Fa- 
me bad given Him ( aut of the World. | And in 
tr.10, All Mine are Thine, and Thine are 
Hine: i,e, All that were Chriſt's in order to 
SY of 


Ay>, 1. 


Are, "% 3 


A Practical Diſcourſe 
Reademp tio, WEre tirit the Father's by Elem 
It is a avif He wo nnd, 
Thine Elect ; 

for: He OBA ny reciprocates the tcrirfs of |, 
lation, turns them to and again, 


174 


all which it ſeems undeniably evident, That a 
certain Number were Elected; ſoa certain Nun 
ber, and Thoſe the very ſame Perſons, were Be 
deemed, 

The Ground and Truth of this Afﬀertion, «fu 


ther confiri;d by {ach Arguments 6 

theſe: 
Fo | . The Levitica Sacritlces were oftercd fortie 
Hou'e of 1ſ-a:!, cxemptive of other ations 


(Save only ſuch as became Profelytcs : ) ini 
Theſe being a Type of the Spiritual Elcttion, | 
follows, That this Sacrifice of Chriit (Typi! ned 
by Theirs ) was alio Peculiar to Fews za Spint; 
or Spirituat jews. $0, Aaron's making atone 
ment ou ns /{onjvld, and bearing the names0 
the rwelve Tribes on his breait: plate, were Typ! 
cal #7 our Great High-Prielt's bearing tie Names 
and ſuitainins rhe pc erſons of tþ aſe for whom Ht 
offered Himſelf on the Croſs : Of all thoſe leg! 
ſhadsws, Chri't and the Church of the ir{t-bort 
arc the Body and $ubltance. 

11. The Rivbr of Redemption among the Jes 
(which ſhadowed this ) was founded on /r9:be! 


bood : Hence L inter, That thar Relation ( fpiritt: 


ally taken) was both the G'round and Limit 0 
Chriſt's Oflice as a Redeemer. Ine \ poit tle's 
diſcourſi:in eb, 2, ſeems to point at this; were 
he ſayes, The cy were Bretoren, Cmldren,and S OW 
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Of God's Sovereignty, &Cc. 

hom Chritt ſhould delzver from bondage, Make 
xconct 141407 for ther Sins, and bring te Glory, 

i, how came they to be God's Children and 
_w to Chrilt, above others? It was by Pre- 
1114114745 a0d That was It entituled them to Re- 
og 25 is evident by comparins the 5 and 
wiexo Epis.1. Having | predeſtinated” 1s to 
ow Adoption of Children by Feſis Chriſt ; In whom 
re brve | R edemption 1 throvoh His Wood And 
b worthy your notice, That by the Law of Re- 
emprion, a ſtranger ( that ts, One that was not IAG 


49 
{ the Brotherhood ) 1g: 2t not be Redeemed ; #*: © 


ut: One that was, though he were not Redeem- & 54. 

}, muir yet go free in the year of Jubilee: which 

lews tne peerntear reſpect the Lord has for his pe- 

war Pepe. 

Ill, The Sevins benefits of Redemption do not ATT. ? 
wy to any but Elett perſons. \V hat ever 15 

ne-w! iere aſcribed to Kederptron, as the ſpecial 


utand coriſequent thereof; is elſe-where aſcrt- 
ed to Elec ons and to This as the firſt and Orig 

iRoot ; And, that Ret demption it {cl 1s the Fruit 

f HeGiing. hk 1s evident by the 1 Petr. I. 2. 
0u9ted before ) Elett uiito Obedience and fprink- : 

if the blood of Teſs Chriſt. They are alſo 

ul, to he Bleſſed with al: ſpiritual bleſſings 17t 
miſt, accerdins as Ele had C hoſe nthemain Him: FI-1-3,9 
01 if all ſpiritual bleſſncs be diſpenſed by the 
w of F lection; then all the {aving benefits of 
edemption ( which are the ſame with thoſe of 
ion ) muit be diſpenſcd by the fame Rule : 
"fo, to the ſame perſons onely. Weaifo find, 
It Chritt's actual diftribution of the Gifts He 
ceived for Men, is onued anfwe 
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manifeſts the Father's name to the Men Hth 

Foh.17.6, given Him [out | of the World: To Theſe} 
expounds that in private, which to others 
ſpake in Parables : And thus He did, Becauſe 

Mat. 13. them ic was given to know the Myiteries oft 

34+@ 35. Kingdom of God, but to the Aſuriruxe it y 
not given ; And E/e(t:0u was That as gave it the 

(as it follows there) For So zt ſeemed pgoodint 
frobt; In lisxe manner, the Apoltle, in Rom, 
puts Election and Redemption 7zoo-rver, as it 
gaining to the fre prrfons; And Juitincat 
(which is the next elfect of Redemption ) | 
makes alſo an unqueitionable conſequent of Eli 
on: Win ſhailliy any thing tothe charge of Gi 
Eleit? [tis God that J#ſrifierh:; Who ſha'l conan 
It is Chriſt that dyed, The queition bcingp 
concerning God's Eict, and the Anſwer reterr 
to thoſe for whom Chr: dy'd ; isa plain impli 
tion, That Reaciption and Juſtification 1re C01 
menſurate with Zle(Fiou; That either of thi 
concerneth onely the ſame perſons ; and that n 
ther of them extends to any, but waom the ot 
alſo taketh-in. 

Arg. 4. 1V. Theprice of Redemption was of that 
cioz5 and Afatchl:ſs Value, that it could no! 
parted-with, but with reſpect to the Certarnt 
the End for which it was paid. Now, he £ 
of Redemption was the Salvation of Men ; bel 
Which there could not be an End worthy the det 
of Cariit; Ani Tyis Nothing could ſecure bi 
Eleftion; The Ele always have obtain'd, ® 
ſhall: This is a Rule atticm'd in Rom. 11.7. ® 
for the Reſt, they are blinded; thatis, TIcy ? 
left to their 0:ya voluntary Miſunderitanding ; al 


be! 
fy + 


Of God's Severeignty, SC. 
ing fo, Not only they Do nor, but they canner 
lice. And to what end ſhould Chrilt make 
; Peciors Soul an Offering for Such | Men that: 
rc ſhall believe; and conſequently never be 
wed? why for the World of ungodly, whoſe 
pir ts were in priſon long beforc, and not poliibly 
ble of being Redeemed ? Thoſe whom the 
ord int ends to ſave alive, He appoints an Atone- 
xnttro be made for them ; Bot for thoſe He in- 
1:$to Kill, which is alw ays done juitly ) He will 
Pr accept an Oftering, and therefore not appornt 
3 He did not (under the Law ) for thoſe 
mes w ach Men wereto die for, 
. I confine Redemption to Elect perſons, be- 
We 7 tcrceſſion ( which is of equa? Latitude with 
rmption) is limited to Theſe exclufive to 
hers, The Prieſts of old, were to pray for 
I wioe Sacrifice they offered; And whatthey 
, Was a pattern of our Saviour's Prieltly oftice; 
"om L cwiſe we find to Sacrifice and pray oxely 
the ſame perſons: Heisan Aauvocaretor wn 
F whc le fins He is a Propitzation, 1 John 2. 


: tranſgreſſions He was ſrzrren for, For 
Tu Ins 0 mak es Interceſſion, lia.53 6,12. For 
10! fo os He canftified Hime and for T ber 


keg He made that ſolemn prayer in tne 17 
Jen, / *nd He now prays for them, as Leing 
" tO GJ/er rberr Sacrifice : He allo ſhuts-ouc 
eWorld expreſly | from having any intereit in it; 
Pray 7 
Five : Me. And He ads the Reaſon ( the 
Vation Reaſon) why He would pray for Theſe, 
r; CY are Thin TL They were the Fa- 
TS by Elcfon; For, in all otner reſpects the 
Earth 
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Earth is the Lord's,&+ the fulneſs thereof ,Þ\.24,; 

VI. This Doctrine is further Warranted, ty 
thoſe Genuine and Neceſſary Concluſions, whid 
follow from divers expreſs Scriptures touching 
this Subject; As, 1. That thoſe who are plant 
with Chriſt in His death, ſhall be alſo in is Re 
ſurrection, Row.6.5. 2, That thoſe for whan 
Chriit was Crucihed, their old Man was Crucike 
with Him; That the body of fin ſhould be & 
ſtroyed, Rom. 6.6. 3. That thoſe dead wit 
Chriſt, are freed from fin ; and ſhall appear it 
Him in Glory, Row.6.7. and Cel.3.3,4. 4. Thit 
thoſe for whom Chriſt dy'd, are Juſtified and Re 
conciled, Row. 5.8,9, 10. 5. That for whan 
He was made Sin and a Curſe, They are mic 
the Righteouſneſs of God in Him, 2 Cor. 5.2 
6. They that are Redeemed, do follow the Limb 
and are made Kings and Prieſts unto God, Rev. 

9, 10. Chap. 14. 3,4. All which bleſſings (wit 
many the like) are the purchaſe and inſeparatigt,” 
fruits of Redemption. But *tis o'vious to 
That 2// men are not like unto Chrit in Newnei 
of Life; Al! have not the body of {in deitroye 
inthem; A4!! are not freed from fin; Norſh 
All appear with Chriſtin Glory; 411 are not Jo. © 
itined and Reconciled; AU arc not made i * 
Righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt ; 41! do notſont.. 
low the Lamb; Nor are A!! made Kings 1 
Priefts unto God : \Whence it ſhould folloy, Tik 
All are not Redeemed. 
Are, 57, VI. Another Argument for Peculiar Redenp, +! 
tion, is founded on the End of Chritt's death, wil, , *- 
tne A7-rit and Efficzcy of it : He gave Hime © ff 
Tit.:.1.. that He might Reicem thoſe He dyed for, [rot T9 
ft 


of God's Sovereignty, &C. 

| inigruty: Hence it follows, That if Chriſt 
yed for all alike, then Al ſhall be alike ſaved; 
for in1quity only can be their Rutne. ) Or elle, 
hat Chriſt fails of the End of his Death. But, 
kriit cannot fail- ſhort of His End in dying; For, 
| power in Heaven and Earth is commutted to 
im, for the Making of it good: And yet, 41 
ſenaren tſaved ; ( The Saved Ones are but a 
emnant; )- Therefore He gave not Himſelf to 
edeem 1/1, in the ſenſe afore {tated. 

It is the Father s will, That of all He hath given 
d Chrilt he ſhould loſe Nothing ; but fnould give 
m Eternal life : Hence it foliows; Either, 1 hat 
| men were not thus given to Chritt;, or if they 
re, Then 4/1 muir have Eternal life; And if 
ey have Not, The Father's V Vill is Not done : 
ut The Father's VVill is done; ( as 1s abun- 
mtv evident ) and yet, All men are rot ſaved. 


we which Chriit laid-down tis life for, 
He Afrrired And what He Merited , 
ac tothoſe for whom it was Verited ; ( He was 
cut off for [wn feif ;) Now, The Principal 
n9 intended and Merited by the death of Chriit 
15 the Fujtific.:tron of SIHUCrS.;, And {har God 
711 ve Fuſt 17 Juſtifying To rhew, It therefore OY ze 


we. 


e Merited this for 411, then All mult be J/#.- 
pra; and it cannot be juttly denycd to Any: 
Ir, it 1s their due LY virtue of a Price which 
9WaS Pad ro rat ve ry end; and this, by God's 
1a4ppointment ; Who ( we know ) cannot cone Rom. 3: 
mn any for whom Chriſt died; His Juſtice ſhall 35: 
the liable to ſuch a Reflection. V Vhenze it 
ms5to ve ſafely concluded , That if all men are 
Juſtified, Julification doth not be'ony to all; 
| N--2 and 


() 


Os 


Hf Practical Diſcourſe 
and conſequently, That Chriit did not give Hin: 
iclf for 4.1, And as touching Efficacy; Adan.s 
tranſorciion was efficacious on the VVill, and 
whole Vian to Depr:ve; why not (then ) tie 
Righteouſneſs of Chritt to Reftore ; fincethe Pre 
bem, m that very thing, 1s given to Him! 
KO F-17- | 
V 111, The Doctrine of Special and Peculio 
Redemption 15 further contirm'd by thoſe mary 
unworthy and perilous Conſequents which doat- 
ten the Doctrine of Genera Redemption (5 
tis commonly held forth : ) Which ( 1. ) ſeems 
to retlect on the 11:/40-7 of God, as 1mputingto 
{lim /rcl a Contrivance for Men's Salvation, fe [7 
was altogether frajiravic; which is far from coſe | 
vincing the V Vorld, that Chriit Crucificd is te em 
:fdomof Cod. (2.) It alfofecms to tax Golfins: 


Ia. 53.2.0 Jnjujiice; as Not diſcharpins Thoſe whole encn! 


tranſorciiions arc anfwer'd-for by their Surety; 0: i ;! 
elſe, That the Sufferings of Chri{t were not ji ncip: 
jicicre to make a Diſcharge due to them: Viſa th, 
( :.) it infinuates a deficiency of Power, or Vain tro 
of 0904 wiil,to proſecute His deſign ro perfection MY *[ 14 


(-+.)[t mates Men Bogfiers: ſuſpending the Wh; 
tuc ans fnrcceſs of ail that Ciriſt hath done fot ere | 
them, upon ſoincthings to be done by rhcn ſeit þ 
which He is not the Doer of; and conſequent 

that Men are Prizcipals in procuring their 0v 
Salvation: 2nd ſo.Chriit ſhall have but His Thc 
ſands, (in trutl His Nothings ) whiles Freedol 
Gf VVill Fall have its Ten Thouſands to cry-lf 
the praice of Men: This is not That the 1 
lone Inould ve exalted, (5:) It would alſo i0i 


l»w, That thoſe who are Saved and gone to He 
ye 


of God's Souereionty, &c. 
n, have nothing more of Chriſt's to- glory in, 
nd to praiſe Him for, than thoſe who are pe- 
ſhed and gone to Hell; For, accorying to tne 
rinciples of General Redemption, He did and doth 
rall alike; and not a jot more fot the one party 
nn for the other. (6.) It makes Men preſump- 
2us and carnally ſecure: How many have footh'd- 
" themſelves in their 1mpenitency and harneſs 
f Heart, and fenced themſelves againit the 
[Vord, upon this very Suppoſition, Thar Chriit 
jd for all, and therefore for them; And why 
en ſhoul4 not they look to be ſaved as well as 
y other? and ſo they lean ( pretendedly ) on 
e Lord, and tranſgreſs; Not conlidering, that 
ſe for whom Chrilt died, He purchated for 
ema freedom from fin, and not a {verry of Sin- 
19; Nor impunity, but upon terms of Faith and. 
epentance, And tharthe Tempter ditiurbs them 
Yin their reit upon ſuch a foundation, may be a 
ncip1l Reaſon why Men fo ttifly adhere to it; 
{thatthoſe of the' General Principle are ſo ſel- 
Mn troubled with terrours of Conſcience, 
'Laftly, There was yet another Reaſon of 
Yilt's dying pccniarly for the Elect ; They 
kere His deſigned Spouſe; and thar brought up- 
1 tim peculiar Engagements to dye for 
"em. 
'1. 4s heing Pis Spouſe, He was ehargeable 
"their Debts: They being made under a Law, 
'd He aſſuming them 1nto a ſponſal Relation, 
ae Himſelf one with them, anJ an{verable 
"r them : it was, in the Law's account, {as =? 
e125 his own intent) a making Himſelf their 114.53. :1 
Wy; and conſequently, in caſe of Forfeiture, 
N 3 *Fls 
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< His Life muſt go for theirs - Helis therefore ſaid 'top 
G:l.4-4,* to be made under the Law, ( as they were) andWe;.c< 


5, © to be made ſin for them: And being fo, « be; 
2 Core 5. | : | LI, 
21, © ©boved Him !0 ſuffer, and it corld nor be avodutW ry, j 
Like 24. © For, the Law being Fuſt and Holy, 1ts violation jy. 
a5. ©<mut be anſwer'd-for, either by Principals oic1,, 


ACTS T7 03> G Surety : and here it was, that Atercy and Tra ;,; 
©( Grace and Jultice ) wce-rovcther ; making ttaſſÞ 
©due temperament which anſwer'd the enas 0 
< both. Grace takes hold of Him asa Surety, (that 
© the Sinner might go-free,) and Fu/t:ice, as of tie 
© molt reſponſible party: And being apprehendevWrcn, 
< He readily yields to make ſatisfaction ; and fa'vl « wy 
© to the Law, (as once to the Jews, when He v1iiMſme 

70%. 18.35 on the point of Suffering for His Spouſe, ) !f jr; : | 


Te f 


! 
ha 
Vo 


/ 
inn 


Mcn 


c ſeek, Me, let theſe go their way. own | 

©2. Another Engagement was the Love HoWny; 

© bear'd tothem ; If poſſibly He might have beenWryn, 

< quit of that Surcty-ſhip Engagement, this of Hi; ; 

© 9:1. would have held Him to it : He could 0WMBt jr 

© bear to ſce His Beloved fait chained ( lise ſlave No, | 

* to the Devil's Gallies,and forced to Serve againlWMhyre ( 

©rhcir Natural Lord - And this bondage theWi::,; 

: * could not be freci from. but by Conquering vu, 1}, 

; "pv © whoſe Bond ſlaves they were ; nor could that yh ; 
7.31, 32. © done, but by His own death : And, +: Filfnyz | 
F;h.z.2s © Love conitrain'd Him to; For, Love (10 0Miici; x 
Aer. 1:5. ſure #75 Love) 18s jtronger than Deatb ; 6nd Wfnrr ac, 
Got, ©*®£ cordingly we find, that this is ſtill made Ui:the 
© Ground and Niotive of His Dying. l was 

© 3. As the Contract could not be diſſolved, (* icy m 

# He hatcs putting away ) nor His Love taKen-0Wte iy; 

(for He changethnot;) So neither, (as the cal eir 

*ſkood ) could He and They co-habit and 9W*Wi not 


*$05% 
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'topether, Creatures defiled with fin, were not 
IM mcct Conſorts for the Lord of Glory ; Nor could 
-W'ticy be brought to a Meetneſs, but by being 
M' athed in his Blood; ( as he faith to Peter, If 
088: ! waſh thee not, thou haſt no part with Ae. ) The F0h.13.8. 
VF Church muſt be Santified and Cleanſed, without 

"er os wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, before they Epb,s.25, 
ire fit for the Preſence of Chriit ; and this could 
hb! effected onely by Hrs giving Himſelf for 
bm: To this ( therefore) the Spirits of Jult 


Mn made perfect, do aſcribe their being in Hea- NO IM 
Fen, 
"WF © Whether they might poſſibly have been ſaved 
11 ome other-way, is (to me) a needleſs enqui- 
V's: But, it ſeems the import of our Saviour's 
own ſpeech, That if he had not thus done, he 
[Wm have been in heaven without ſuitable Com- 
cen pany; Fohn 12, 24, Except a Corn of Wheat 
PI Gill into the round and die, it abideth alone : 
00 But it was not good that the Man ſhould be alone; 
"oO \o, not the fan Chriſt Feſus: It was there- 
fore Ordained, that he ſhould have a Seed fo 
ne eros Him, A Church to prefide-over, in the 
00 :4/t of whom he ſhould ſing praiſe to his Father; PINE as 
nw (0 p . «2e12 
(O29 are alſo catled his Fellows : But, his Blood x oe 


nut be the Seed of that Church, the Price of 74.55.15 
Meir Rederption, and the Laver of their Rege- Rev 549+ 
"2741102, And ſo dear is the Church to Chrilt, Eph.5.25) 
the thinks himſelfnot compleat without them; <. 1.22, 
was one of his laſt requeits afore he died, That 7oþs 1+ 
Wc} might be wirh Him. And if the Bodv mult 24. 
© with its head, the holieſt of holies muit be 
Wir Manſion : But, ſuch is that Place's holineſs 

6 Not to admit them without a perfect purit* | 


N 4 IT 
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*nor could they, 1f not ſo purified, bear thetolſhng | 

* Jinefs of the place. All which confider'd togeWEled 

© ther, ſhew ſuch a Reaſon of Chriit's dying torfiſÞo en 

< rhe Elect, as was not predicable of otteſorate 

Men. - Natu 

* For the reit of the World, they were given houl 

* hand-maids to his Spouſe : by virtue of whit | 

Eph. 1.22. 6 Donation, rhey alſo are /1:s, ( he 1s head oveiitiem 
EXE Call to the Church: ) They are his, bur not apart! 
© his Spouſe; ( as Sodor,'s Daughters and $S.njſtu lc 

©ria's were to Jeruſulew, but not by her CoveWit ina 

*nant: ) His Relation to them was not ſuch as Man © 

© make him reſponſible for their defaults, or to ol [hal 

<lige him for their Recovery : howbcit, the prin tha 


© whereywith he Ranſomed his Spouſe, took-in rehWevict 
© hand-maids alſo; (As Abraham's ReſcuingiW /» 
« Brother Lot, bronght-back the Sodor.12es Vil 
<him. ) Allthe beretits the World have by ke Tt 
© demption, they may thank the Church for, nelWe'»/: 
< unto Chrilt himſeli; for they have it upon neſrac 
© account; as the Sodemites theirs upon LuaWW=;:c: 
© And, to ſpeak freely, the Spouſe of Chriit couirary 
©not well have been without her hand-maics: W'ore ) 
Ia. 10. £<little think what Service the V Vorld does for 1s. : 5 
:5:19 22-4 Church ; albeit, that becauſe they intend not1;:': : 
© they are not rewardable for it. [ ſhall oncly Wie, 
* our Saviour's own afſertion in that 17 J-ba,wik end 1 
©(ſpeaking of Thoſe his Father had given MW : 
©that he might give them Eternal Life; ) be WY 9 


= " 9 
ViWLwvO 
fl 


| Ja-17,1:s © expreſſly, That for [ therr ] ſakes He $4" 

| « fied Hinjelf;, which was to ſay (in Efect into ) 

© That had it not bcen for them, he had net fiiÞ free 

© ont of heaven for the Re/f. $0 

I thould now come to the Inicrences ; but, "MF *9our 
ſ! 
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toWro this Doctrine as much oppos'd as that of 
oe MElection : Obſerving alſo a great proneneſs in Men 
{orfto embrace the Notion of General and Conditt= 
:neMorate Redemption : ( which proceeds partly from 
Nature's unableneſs to diſcern a Reaſon why one 
ſhould be Redeemed and not another ; partly, for 
that it is grateful to lapſed Creatures to fancy 
themſelves AZtive in their own Recovery; and 
partly, from an aptneſs to catch-at any thing that 
but ſeems to give quict under convictions: )I hope 
| ſhall not be time lolt to weigh their Exceptions 
nlour Reply together : In the doing of which, 
Iſhall not Anſwer every Text that is made to ſerve 
orieWin that cauſe ; the ſence they give of ſome, being 
\ eſMericted, may ſerve for many. 

cl /» Rom.5. The Keſtauration by Chriſt is made 


wit 35 large and extenſive as Adam's ſin? 


hl The Compariſon there {tated, is nor put Ex- Anſw. 


nenWern/neſy, as reſpecting the. Objects of fin and 
Grace; but [nrenſive) gz ad reſpecting the ditterent 
aW-; cc of tne ſeveral Means by which thoſe con- 
ouMitery Effects were produced : The Apoitle (there- 
; vWW'ore') to obviate ſuch Objections, reltrains it in 
r 1-15, Ert, not as the Offence, jo aiſo 15 the free- 
otic: 9.4. The free Gift of Righteouſneſs and 
/ 29 Lie, Coth not extend to Mankind Unwer/ally 
(nc £0 E:cactouſly, 25 fn and ceath did: and he 


ny 2s 5 Reaſon to it; For, of through the Offence Ros. 15. 


" Une, many be dead; \ much mcre | ihe Urace 
TW C24, andibe Ciftby Grace, hath Favounded | 
ch unto Many ; which is, as if he had ſaid, If the 
ſtir free Gift had took in Ail,as the Offence 61id ; then 
A!fold have been faved ; for that, Grace hath 

, Fo *Sounded more than the Offence; which ſeuper- 
| | abounds 


Anſw. 


' in Chriſt ſhall be made alive. 
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abounding of Grace, muſt be meant of thin 
valent Efficacy of Grace; ( for, as to the | bc 
of it, it could not take-in wore than All) andiÞ','" 
fore, thoſe towards whom it hath ſo abouſh. *1+ 
hall ſurely partake of the benefits of it. A (W 
ther, that the word 4, might not be takenſÞ"c® 
verſaily, he preſently varies the term of come? { 
henſion ; and renders that [' Al] by | MF» 
As by ones Man's Diſobedience, many were cd 


>" Sinners; fo by the Obedience of One 'ſhall\<<® 


be made Righteors: AS All in Adam dyed; | f Al 

rent 
But, Redemption 1s often ſet-forth in t J's 

importing Univerſality ; viz. That (ſW*'© 

gave Himſelf a Ranſom for All ; Thag® | 

takes away the ſin of the World; for 

the Propitiation for the ſins of the iff ti 

World? 1 Tim. 2.6. John 1.29? 189 

2,2. which we cannot but take in a li * 

ſenſe? 71!C 

© Both Sacred Writ and common Diſcourſe": 

©frequently ſo ſpeak, (viz. in general tel Ot 
* when nothing leſs than Vnzver/ality is inten”: 

*by it: John 4.29, Come, ſee a Man that 

*me | All} things that ever I did! whenit WF 

©*but how many husbands ſhe had had ; and Þ*c 

*her preſent was not ſo: 1 Cor. 10. 33, Paſo" 
*ſaid,to pleaſe 4!! Men in all chings ; when 33M" 
*fact) he pleaſed but few in any thing ; and» 

* things, next-to-none, Col. 1. 6, The Golpqif®* 

*faid, Tobe come 1nto all the World, and to brif'* 

forth Fruit as it did in them ; when yet, it WP © 
©but a Corner of the World (in compariſon) W*? 

* but few (very few) in whom it brought-foſ® 


Of God's Sovereignty, &c. 
bf thilthem; (Examples are endleſs.) *Tis there- 
he 0 be noted, That where thoſe General (or 
and ir, indctinite) terms are uſed about Redemp- 
abou 'tis moitly to ſhew, that the Church of 


An (which Chriſt was to gather-in) was not 
akenſÞncd to the Oft-ſpring of any particular head ; 
" confconliited of ;any ſeparate Sort or Rank of 


ons, excluſive to others; but ſome of every 
cd and Nation under Heaven; Claſhs and 
recamong Men; the Church of God takes- 
d; f f All, and ſo doth Redemption; however 


rent in other reſpects, they are af One 12 G1 8 
in /7. and where this is not the ſcope, there rom.s.19 


erLiſt; As, That he gave his Life a Ran- ©; 
for Many; and that he was once Offered to 
the ſins of A7any ; Thatthe laid down his 15. 


7c, People, and Nation, Thatin Tamorhy 
\'ho gave himſelf a Ranſom fy .44,) gives 
Objection no ſupport; For [ AU] in the 
7, muſt intend the ſame as [| All] in the x 
. which the Text it ſelf expounds to be Ks 
Men in Authority, 

tor © V Vorld, } it hath many and various 
tions in Scripture; Ir is not always meant of 
! and of Men, it ſeldom intends the Vnver- 
'; yea, tis often meant of a very few, in 
Wparifon of the whole ; It would (therefore ) 
nanfwerable Raſhneſs to limit ſo Indefinite a 
to any particular conſtruction; as, in part, 
n by the following Inſtances: It ſometimes 
Ws tiic place of Mens habitation here on Eacth, 
Nahun 


Perſons concerned are deſcrib'd by a nar- Mat. 20. 


tor the Sheep; That they are Redeemed Rev. 14, 
3 among en; and out of every Kindred, 35 Lg 
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abounding of Grace, muſt be meant of the jr. 
valent Efficacy of Grace; ( for, as to the «bj; 
of it, it could not take-in wore than All) and there 
fore, thoſe towards whom it hath ſo abounde, 
mall ſurely partake of the benefits of it. Andfur: 
ther, that the word All, might not be taken Uni 
verſaily, he preſently varies the term of compre- 
henſion ; and renders that [[ A/[J by [| May] 
As by ones Man's Diſobedience, many were mak 
* Sinners; fo by the Obedience of One ſhall my 
be made Righteors: AS All in Adam dyed; yi 
1n Chri!t ſhall be made alive. 

| But, Redemption 1s often ſet-forth in term: 
:mporting VUniverſality ; viz. That Chriſt 
gave Himſelf a Ranſom for All ; That Ht 
takes away the ſin of the World; and 
the Propiciation for the ſins of the whit 
World? 1 Tim. 2.6. John 1.292? 1 Jon 
2.2. which we cannot but take in a literal 

ſenſe? 
© Both Sacred Writ and common Diſcourſe, do 
* frequently ſo ſpeak, (viz. in general terms) 
* when nothing leſs than Vniver/aliry is intended 
*byit: John 4.29, Come, ſee a Man that told 
*me [| All] things that ever I] did" when it was 
*but how many husbands ſhe had had ; and that 
*her preſent was not ſo: 1 Cor. 10. 33, Paul! 
ſaid,to pleaſe A!! Men in all things ; when as (0 
* fact) he pleaſed but few in any thing; and in 
* things, next-to-none. Col. 1. 6, The Goſpels 
*ſaid, Tobe come tnto all the World, and to briv: 
forth Frait asit did inthem - when yet, it ws 
©but a Corner of the World (in compariſon) and 


« but few (very few) in whom it brought-fort? j 
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Of God's Sovereignty, &C. 
xinthem; (Examples are endleſs.) *Tis there- 
fore to be noted, That wheze thoſe General (or 
rather, indefinite) terms are uſed about Redemp- 
tion, "tis moitly to ſhew, that the Church of 
God (which Chriſt was to gather-in) was not 
confined to the Off: ſpring of any particular head ; 
nor conſiited of ;any ſeparate Sort or Rank of 
terſons, excluſive to others; but ſome of every 
Kindred and Nation under Heaven; Clafhs and 
degrec among Men; the Church of God takes- 
in of All, and ſo doth Redemption; however 


ſom for 2-any; and that he was once Offered to 


loxgie, People, and Nation, That in Tsmorby 
'(VVho gave himſelf a Ranſom fir .44,) gives 
tie Objection no ſupport; For L Al} in the 
6vcr, muſt intend the ſame as [ A} ] in the 1 
od cr. which the Text it ſelf expounds to be Kizgs 
vas Wl #4 en in Authority, 

hat W 4s for | V Vorld, ] it bath many and various 
lis {Þ<ceptions in Scripture; It is not always meant of 
in {-1en;, and of Men, it ſeldom intends the Vnzver- 
all IY4#ty; yea, | tis often meant of a very few, in 
| is Feompariſon of the whole ; It would (therefore ) 
w7- Me unanſwerable Raſhneſs to limit ſo Indefinite a 
ras (erm to any particular conſtruction; as, in part, 
nd £S een by the following Inſtances : It ſometimes 


th F"Ucnds the place of Mens habitation here on Earth, 


Nahumn 
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citerent in other reſpects, they are af One 3 5.1 . 5 
(Criſt. And where this is not the ſcope, there Rom.5.19 
the Perſons concerned are deſcrib'd by a nar- Mat. 20. 


rower Liit; As, That he gave his Lite a Ran- "acad 


bn 10. 
hear the fins of 2Louy 5. Thutrhe aid down hints» 
Life for the Sheep; That they are Redeemed Rev. 14; 


from among en; and out of every Kinarea, 4A 


Re. 14. q: 
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Nabhum 1.5. The time and ſtate of things after 
the diſſolution of the preſent Frame ; Luke 20.15, 
The Extent and Compaſs of the Roman Empire: 
Like 2. 1. lhe Religion and Manners of th 
World, Atfts 17. 6. The Troubles which in ths 
World do attend the Diſciples of Chriſt ; Fu, 
16. 33. The ſplendor, wealth, honour, or whit 
ever elſe is taking with the Hearts of Men; Gl 
6. 14. To ſet-forth the Greatneſs of ſomething 
that cannot well be expreſs'd, Fohn 21.25. For 
the Gentiles, in dittinftion from the Jews ; Rom, 
11.12. For the Numerous increaſe of ſome pur- 
ticular party, Fohn 12. 19, More might be cited: 
but theſe may ſuffice to ſhew, how much itbe: 
hoves to conſider well the Scope and Context of 
Scripture; and not to be led by the vocal ſour! 
of words. 

Tnere are yet two other Interpretations, whic! 
are nearer the matter in hand : One is that whia 
takes-in the whole party of Wicked Men alor! 
and by themſelyes, 1 Cor.6.2, The Saints (14. 
qudge the World : It muſt be meant of the \Worll 
of Ungodly; for the Saints ſhall not judge one 
another. Rev, 13. 3, & 4. All the World wi: 
ared after the Beaſt, and worſhipped the Dre 
gon - This alfo mult intend the Herd of Idolaters, 
exemptive to thoſe who followed the Lam". 
z Foh. 5.19, The whole World lyeth in wicked- 
eſs : Here-ye have the very words, and ali'e 
connex'd, as in the place objected ; which there: 
fore may as well be ſuppoſed of the ſaimc c0- 


prehention ; and yet it maynot be underitoed of 


Mankind 4mwverfally;, but ſuch of them as tt 


under the Power and Conduct of Satan; wo” 
th: 
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1c Saints are not z and therefore are no part of 
5 Wc 1107/4, or whole World, there intended. 

WW The other Interpretation of the word ſeems 
i Wouch'd in the places objected ; where Chriſt 1s 
is Wiid, to take away the fin of the World; and to 
e a Propitration for the fans of the whole World - 
or, Why may not the word be takenin a Re- 
ict and limited ſence here, as in the places 
requoted ? If by [ World ] 1s ſometimes meant 
ie World of Ungodly, as ſeparate from the 
ants; by like Reaſon, (at other times) it may 
emeant of the world of Saints as ſeparated from 
ie \Viczed; eſpecially when nothing in the ſcope 
r Context contradicts it. And what then ſhould 
inder, but that [World] in the places objected, 
ny be ſetly intended of the [ Ele ] excluſive 
0 others; as the | World that lies in wicked- 
&s | isof thoſe Orhers excluſive to the Elett ? 
ſo be ſure, there can be no peril in ſo under- 
tinding it; For, we know that Chrilt is the Pro- 
tixtion for cherr fins; But to affirm it of the 
-k of Mankind, hath many unruly and unwor- 
'y Conſequents attending it; ſome of which are 
ewnafore Let me ask without Offence, What 
Vorld it was that Chriit would not pray for? 
could not be Thar for which he died; For, the 
rieit was bound to pray for thoſe he Ofter'd for : 
© muſt (then ) be anorber; and ſo there be two 
Worlis: 1. A lefſer, which conſiſts of a ſclcf 
Farty, and was taken out of the World #niver ſal, 


ep! Fr . . ? 2? 
r- + the J/>.zel:t:ſh Nation was out of the Eoyprian : 14-34 


of I as the Chriſtian Church (at firſt) was out of 
1 & Fewiſh, Theſe our Saviour ityles rhe Aer 7, 
x 1* FF I X , : s ' 4 | 1 ; : 
ch WPricn His Father gave {111 Ont of 1198 World :. 


1h F gt 
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Pl. 9.8. 


Fob. 15 


19 
Ch.17. 
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Rev. I 
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For Theſe it was that He ſanttified Himſelf 
( :. e, ſet Himſelf apart to ſuffer for them, ) a: 
for Theſe He prayed : And of Theſe is made-1; 
that World whote fin He taketh away ; and ix 
whoſe fins ( even of the wbole of it ) H@ is the 
Propitiation. Theſe are the Men that {hall be 
counted worthy of the World ty-:ome ;, and They 
are as properly term'd a World, as that ble 
State and Place of Glory they ſhall be taken-into; 
Or, as the Dwellers upon Earth are denomin: 
ted a World from the place of their habitation 
* .2, There isalſoa World of Unyodly, from amon: 
5, whom that /efſer World was taken and ſeparated: 
4. Of whom-itis ſaid, The Dew! 75 their God, and 
3. that their Names are | not | in the Lamb's Bott 


3, 4 _ of Life; but, the Þ whole | of it lyeth in wichid- 
1 Jo.g.49. eſs: And this is that World for whom Chrit 


profcſſedly ſfayes, He did not pray ; ſurely the 
He would not make his Soul an Offering for thit 
ſins, 

< But, becauſe fo great {treſs:is layd on the [. 
©teral ſence of the word, let us ſcan a little tur 
* ther, this World whoſe fin is taken away. [thin 
*1t cannot intend the Vrverſaliry of Mankind; 
* becauſe, tho' the World in general be concern! 
*©1m Redemption; tnoſe oexe; a! Concerns areto0 
* Iight to ballance the weight of the Text ; Tem 
© porary things could in no wiſe anſwer the En 
©and Worth of Eternal Redemption ; which b6 
© ing the moſt Tremendous Act that ever the Sun 
© hath ſeen, or ſhall; the Effects thereof mult be 
© anſwerably Grcat and Gloriuvus; and conic 
© quencly it mult peculiarly reſpect the Z!:7; 
© for, it ſutes adcorarely to None elſe, To mike 
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out this, let us enquire, VV hat that [ ſi of the 
world} is; and what the import of [ Takeng- 
away. For the firit: It 1s either ſome One 
rand tranſgreſſon, or the whole Body of fins to- 
vcther : If a particular fin, it mult be Unbelict; 
For, that was the firlt, and Parent to all the rcit : 
ind 'tis thus marked-out, { the] or [ that | fin 
of the VVorld; 1. Becauſe it was the finof the 
ilbule, both Jews and Gentiles: 2. It gave en: 
trance to all other ſins; they ſprang from it as their 
Root: And, 3. It is the Condemning fin; No 
Van periſhcth but for Unbelief; where the Goſ- 
ſpelis not, they perith for not-believing in God; 
and where it is, for not-believing in Chrilt, Or 
if it be meant of all ſins univerſally, then the 
Text conſiders them as put-together, and caken- 
away at once, as if but Orc. But be tt 
Unbelief ſizgly and ſpecrally; or the whole 
vedy of ſins conjunct; it comes to one; 
for, unbelief is a member. of that body, and 
acapital one; and ſo That be taken-away, 1t 
matters not, { This world] is ſafe: the Reaſon 
S, that Chiſt, in ſaving from Unbelicf, ſaves 
lm All: For, as Faith is a Complex of Graces, 
0 15 Unbeleif of ſins; Take-away rhzs, andthe 
uph is ſhot; all other fins diſapperr ; there's 
.. $*e:4 of them, both as to guilt and prevalency; 
rn] lethat beleives ſhall be jJavea. For the Second, 
16 { 2uching the import of, taking-away '1.The put- 
<:n8 of it in the preſent tenſe, implies a Conſt are 
3 he 'd Continued at; {till purſuing the ſame end: 
fo alſo imports a perfet+ ACt; nota partial cxKing- 
12:34; or fruſtrable endeavour ; but compleat and 
ke fan; as a Man takes-away dung, untit it be 


1 3 


Cj; 6 all 


my "TOI: |8Þ_ ww ww. rn 


Rom.6.6. 


Col. 2.14. 


I Jo.g.16 


6allgone. 2. That Chriſt alone and by Himſeli 
© performs this work, 3. That Hetakes away fn 
©a; a Larb ſlain; not for Himſelf, (for He wy 
«© without ſpot) but for thoſe whoſe ſurety He wx 
eAnd4. ASthe Lamb of God; a Lamb of God; 
© own providing, to ſave the lite of His 1/aac; 
Pſiogþiz. © This 1 aking- away1s noteſs than a total removing 

Cof ſin; a ſetting it at the utmofg diſtance, an! 
Jer.31-34«placing it inthe Land of forgerfulneſs. And fur 


Fph.2.16 © away 15 termed Deſtruction; the cracifying d 
£ the old Man; /{ayins the emnity; and deſtroyiny 
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Z 


<ther, To aſſure of its utrer abolition, this taking 


*the body of fin: This was that work of the De- 
evil, which the Son of God came to deſtroy: 
© and dettroy'd it He hath, by ailing it to H: 
©Croſs. The blood of the Lamb hath ſo over 
£ come, that there needs no more ſacrifice for fn; 
© nor any thing cxteriour toit ſelf, to make its {ke 
« demption Eternal. And, to have fin th taket 
£ away, cannot be ſaid of the World univerſally; 
*the Reaſon's plain; becauſe fin being gone, 16 
«thing remains to charge the V Vorld with. Bu 
« Nothing's more evident, than that the Gezerali) 
© of Men he plunged in ſin, and are bond-ſlaves 
<orruption to the lait:It muſt therefore be 40:7 
©V Vorld (or Tribe) to whom this Great Bleſir 
© muli be afſign'd, and of whom verified : Ad 
© fince-there is but One more, ( who are cal 
©G0a's Elect, ) 1 conclude, that they are ti 
© Men, andthe VVorld intended in the text: Fo! 
* we know that [They] areof God; and thattie 
[ whole World] befides, lies in wickedneſs. 


Sit 
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Ja, if ſome only are Rede ered, ind heſeb bat 
Few, 11 corp: wijon : 1120# all ground of be- 
licytno 15 taren away from the weft of Aer, 


WM 1. That Chrilt did not dye for 4!!, hinders 
{one from believing, any more than that Many of 
"Whoſe He died for, arc not ſaved : Or, That be- 
{ wſe One onely can winn the prize, hinders 0- 
-W'crs from Running. Nav, To teach ( as ad Bru; 
6 hat (þriit diced for All, and that yet the Gene- 
alWalic: of Men (hall dye in their fins, ond perithfor 
Wc ; 15a oreatcr impediment to believing, than 
e-WWſhat He died only for Sowe ;, and that every one 
WW thoſe Some, {hall certainl: be ſaved, 

1: ©2. lf we may judge of Trees bv their Fruit, 

e MW ve 011) find, that the Generality of Men (ſuch 
in; 25 rec'.on the matters of ! elioion worth ſpeak- 
ken! of ) hold 1iift for the Genera! point : which 
en ſhows, that The Notion has no great fluence 


IyW'owarls the working of Faith: If it had. the 
noel nimber of Converts would not be fo thinn. It is 
But, alſo four, That the generality of carnal Men,and 


alt Much a5 kate to be reformed; are the greatelt de- 


s 0 iniſers of peculiar Redemption, as *well-as of 
Wl Hettion, 
(ing © 3. To make Faith an Evidence of a Mans n- 


Ard 


tereſt in Redemption, puts by the claim of Un- 
valet 


delievers, as much as if it were a Condition, 


ks 
: CY 4. He that will know his own particular Re- 
. Fo@mption before he will believe, b: Ee at the 


ar tt6 Ong end of his work ; and 1s very nnlitzely to 
"ne (that way) to the ! Rnowle doe of-it:- the rt 


tof Faith is 1 not, . That Chrii t died for al, ar cr 


E401 in Particular : the one 15 not irue::; the uther 
"” () ſ. $14 


Arſww. 
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not certain to you, nor can, till zfrer you havely 
lieved. Hethat would live, mu{t ſubmit to M 
cy, with{ Peradventure] He will ſave me alin, 

© 5. Any Man that owns himſelf a ſinner, t:! 
© x5 fair a ground for his Faith, as any in wif ©! 
<\'Vorld that hath not yet believed ; yea, asancic 
c Believer had afore he believed: Nor may 2nſ{ in: 
© one, upon any account, exclude himſelf iro 
©Redcmption ; unleſs by his obitinate and reſolv}Ftcnc 
< continuance inunbelict, he have marked out fin 
C{clt. 

6. There are Reaſons enough, and of greats 
weight, to induce Men to bcheve , without li 
ins Cencral Redemption for the ground of the 
Faith; As (1.) That Faithful ſaying, and war 
thy of all acceptation, That Teſirs Chrijr cant! 
ſave Sinners; and ſuch are you. ( 2.) Th 
M.tt. 20, He OQavec His Life 1 Ranſom for ATany : and Wi 
28. may be of that Number as well a5 any otit 
A3114555( 3.) That thoſe He died-for, ſhall be Juſtit 

_ upon their Believing ; and ſhall have Faith al 
Phil..2c Upon their ſecring for it,as a part of His purchat 
R154 2- and given on Eis behalf, ( 4.) That to belie 
1 7:4, 3. on His Son, is the \Viil and Commandmett( 


7 4 5% 
& 57, © 


Y. 


J-h. 3 = [nC EVCi laitin Gov, whom we ought to Ove! = 
25. =. "4 altnouoh Salvatio;! Vere nut concern'd in 1M (ct 111 
= (5.) Thofe many Faithful Promiſes aſſuring © wv 

M :rl15, vation to them that believe. (Laſtly ) The Rl 2. 
, . 1% medileſs danger of Unbelicf. And if ſuch l Fre 
J* 2:24: fd-rations 05 theſe will not prevail with you Men | 
believe; the Notion of General Redemption, td ap 
gether with the General Succeſsleſsneſs of it (Pave 
iurc } will neyer doit, anem 
You 


6T! 
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«Thc extending of Redemption to the whole 
© Race of . Mankind, tends to magnifie the 
©Crace of Chriſt; but confining it 10 4 
* Remnant, 1s alcfſening of ut ? 
'It no more diſparages the Grace of Chriſt, to Anfw. 
ie peculiarly for rhat Remnant, than His choo- 
ing a fingle Nation ( and feweſt in Number ) 
Gur of the Univerſe , and civing them Laws that 
tended to Life 5 whiles He ſuffercd all beſides 
[to run wild, and £0 in the broad-way, which 
nevitably leads to Deſtruction : And, as: for 
to Redemption made General, with Conditions 
ln ann25t; it is fo far from magnifying the Grace 
he of Chritt, that it plainly contradicts it: For, if 
role te knew from the begirining, who they were 
11M cat believed not; ( nor would ever believe) it 
Th vw 0uild rather have arpued a degree of Grace and 
* rour, Net-to dic for them; "than that thcir ſin 
ind Condemnation ſhould be thercby ſo greatly 
Woravated : As it had been better for ſome, 
Hey | 1:d never known the way of Righteouſneſs, 2 Tet. 2» 
Man to depart from it. hs 
"©4 leaves the wej? of Afen without Re- 
nt medy, 


( 


*%, 
'P] 
[ 


)be The fallen Angels were higher than we; A4yfiy, 
in 1 «ct Es no cauſe tO complain, nat no NMed:a- 
; or was appointed for them. 


e It Remedileſs, the fauit's our own: For, 
| (0 kan of Will (as now 1it is) 1npowers 
Men to a:ake a Remedy, ( ſcil. by acceptance : 
n, M4 application ) Much more, as it was, it night . 
"ve kept them (if they wouid) from necamg 
anemed 

'YouLfay (pernapes as ſome do, Wy hy were 
61 O 2 £ Men 


Inf. 1. 
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c\'en | fr to this f $1 reedom of Will, if fore- ſeen 


thus to uſe it * Nay rather, Why do Men (after 8 
£ {5 woo an Exp Fae) chuſe to be fo lets 5g 
EI ic have their option ; let them Took toit, Wir . 
"Anat ©] leave their Objections: For I hear! "i 
c iy Ty ſh both for the Truth s ſake, and for Feace "9s 
©to ce thuſe Conteits Buricd, rather than To 
cr aied, Icit they eat-out the Life of R clint ip 
*(They | "reathin a healthleſs Arr who make the i | 
their | Jem ent.) -ndlI verily think, that if tylſ...-.. 
Con:ro verted Texts were duly weighed ; (thaYÞ.: -. 
(15;-.if > part: ual things were compared with $p nant: 
: * ritual ) thc preſent D.fferences would nearly Þ, | 
compoſed; being moitly fom:nted by a log... 
* and * uriant way of Philoſophizing in DivinityMY,. 4: 
<and by holding to words of an indefinite ſign _ 


© cation, more than the ſcope and context. 


Ir ferences. 


C x. From vw hat pat th been ſaid of the i 
* and Ends of Redemption, 1 would rurn (a Wil 
Cr thoſe of the CGenur ry ons I mcan not ſuc" 
» 


Men prot with 8 Godlincſs; (too mar” 
© which are leaven'd with 1t ) but thoſe very | 
*cid an Men us Spiri's, who pretend t! 
cGenersl Ranſm, ( covering themſelves V 
© the ſhatow: of 1tY and ct, itudy nothing | 29 
©than to anſwer 1ts _ Who Dream of 
oe on from Fe] - for Redemption fr 
1,17 COMCs NO! into NE Ed: They conteW',1 , 
Red Chri:t died for A/!; and yet, carry ns BY 
©Hedcted for Nene; at leair, not for chi; Ye: 
© they have no rinCture of ſuch a Redemption th: S, 
tne 


Of God's Sovercionty, &C. 
hem; but remain evidently &0nd-{{aves of Ccr- 
r4prcon, Can you tnink. that the Son of God 
lied for vou, whiles you deſpiſe a living to Him 3 
Hite them that love Him; oppo'e w rhatever is 
tar to Him; and perſecute to the death, (if 
rour line would reach it ) thoſe that have any 
Decial mark of Recs ton upon them 2 Did 
He iy” His Soul an Ottering for ſin, to Proceve 
Mena | iberty of finnino ? Or, was Chrit Cru 


- 


fed, t nat the Body of fin might remain unmor- 


ined; yea, get ground end be the more ram: 
Pant upon +2 Is tals I Eindnefsto your Friend, 
n be ſo in love w th His Enemies, the Spear 
ndthe Nails that Tiere" | Him) that you [ ipend 


nd be ſpent for- the: Service -of ' your Luis 2 he 
gee, that thoſe he Eycdl for might Live; Live 
Wim ? Not to themſelves, but to him that 
edfor them; Releined Ones are. tne ors s 
treemen, and you are free to notaing but tie 
Devil and Sin. Is thts the Badge of your Free- 
0m? The Copniſance by which the Subj-cts of 
Cori are known from Rebels: 2 No, 'tis the Re- 
vt Þcand, and you'l tin {irarlait. This ts Treat 
Wt 4 pravaere YOUTr Condeamnatto n, and mike 
1 Condemnation 0 parp: [Ee t:us to deny. tae 


Lord that bought you : . Youare haters of Gol . 
nihelmake you to feel itz wratn will come 


Wn you to the uttcrmo t, If God ſpared not 
150:vn 5on, who had no tia{but by rnputition ) 
WY ſhall he ſpare you that are no:nng clie but 

abt thit deſp:ſed Noſes Law, ae o withort 


L 


th: $31 of Gua a; a 4 ca; :137tcd {1. is. © od 1 Cas 


0X2 *( Fu 


S 4 


m Of how muct ſorer Punt; er. e j3.4.4 C7 
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{ you pretendto believe) was ſhed for your Re. 
© demption, an waboly thugs! The wrath of the 


fLambis eee, ! He | tear you in pieces, and 
© none {hall celiver you, Bethins your ſelf (taere- 
* fore) in time: Conſider Fow you hall bear 
* that weight of wrath which the Son of God ſuns 
* under! There is vet hope concerning this thing, 
© and if ye have any mind to eſcape, delay it not: 
*If ye will c11e w12re, Cr:9::47e to purpole ; Return 
Cand conc: For, 
©. The Doctrine of Peculiar Redemption 
© may not be taken to diſcourage, or weaken tie 
© hopes of any, in thcir coming to Chrilt for Sal 
* vation; any more than Th at Alany fhat ſet, 
E and ſhail wor be able to enter, ſhould keep N'cn 
* rom ſtriving: but, on the contrary, ( whicnal 
{© was Chri't's end in tellin: us ſo) it ſhould 
* quicken our Tiligence on Speed in going t 
© him , lei the [Door ſhould be ſhut ; which i 
* certainly open Wwhiles he calls. Suppoſe tie 
*worit; <uppoſec {H; 'y ) that your Intere!t 1 
. Redemption v Were Cnely as It 15 General ; 
© temporal nt even That deſerves all vou 
Eean do, and more, What Criminal 15 it, ttt 
Fl ying at his Prince's Mercy ) wonlki not think 
© kimfclf Obliged to ſpend the time of his Reprics 
© ment in his Prince” $ S2rVICE ; eſpzcally conſider 
© ms, that even that Servi 


Ce 

"9? » 

C {2 }. 11} 1 £ j $ 
& 21] It, \W il \/ \ { ft 'Y 


ec, for 


. cout your ſelf ? No 
< Man is name ty CX or pred ; and for a any to exclude 
© himſelf, is to fin apainit hi; own Soul ; and to Þ6, 

*a ſecord time, guilty of cefiroyins knſc >If, Put 
Fit Upon the Tryal: You Can Joſe aothi; 1 by. gen- 


Who can tcl], but 
c that 


Eprurirgs;, but All wubout. 
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that your Name is written on the High-Prieſt's 
Brealt-plate, as well as Reaber's or Judah's ? 
Beſides, you have no way to prove-it, but by 
going ro ſee; which never any ( in good earneit 
cid, but they found it /o. 
From what hath been proved in- behalf of Re- 
demption, as peculiar to the Elect, | og 
[11.' The important Neceſſity of Trying t 
ors, and the Doctrines they brirg, whethet. 
iey be of God. A plauſible outfide, and fair: 
ew in the fleſh, are no Argument of Truth in 
ie bottom: Takingneſs with Nature, ſhouid' 
ender things ſuſpitious to us, rather than ap- 
proved, Our beſt Rule of Judgment 1n this caſe, / 
3that of our Saviour; The Tree 1s known by us 
Fruits, And if by this we meaſure the gezeral 
wt, it will be found wanting in what 1t pretends 
), and not-a-little Reprovable : For, 
1, Inſtead of Magnifying the Grace of Chriſt, 
., (Fl Vicrit of His ſutferings, it does ( in clica ) 
\Wlie both: It makes Redemption general as 
) Perſyns, but not as to Things: It Redeemsthe 
: of Mankind from pars of their bondage, 
tn p.27t of them from the whole of it ; Or upon 
% a Condition as no Man in Nature is able to 
etorm - which (ſure) is too defective to be 
ie Leviſe of Sovercion Wiſdom and Grace. 
"22 Cannot be call'd A Carholicon, (or Unriver- 
fo 6 Remedy ) that ſuffers it ſ-!f to be (almoſt 
ie F-verfally ) Worſted by the Diſcale ; Nor / bat 
e @*pertect ] Redemption, which leaves it113 un- 
ot 7 Bondage. I doubrnot atall, That the biood 
Mo the Son of God ih our Nature, is of iniTte 
or Þ'rit; bur withall, that it is of lite intinite Vir- 
O04 1:C 
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A Tradical Diſconrſe 
tueand Efficac';, and will for ever operate accorl. 
ingly. But, if the ſucceſ> and ſaving cfteCts there. 
af: ſhould depend upon foetus to be done by 
Men, which Recemption it ſclt doth not In 
en with; then wii Mcn corre in for. a ſhare 
tn Chriit, mae glory of tacir Salvation : ye, 
in in this caſe, any auJkion of humane ability, an 
_ nihil.tes the Grace of Chiite: Whereas, tode- 
* pendupon C! nit for Sanctiication as wellas Righ 
Icovincis; 410 expect from Ima Powcn to ke 
pentanad Believe, as Weil as Arcoprance upon your 
beiteving; give, Eun = 115 true honour, as If 
ting Him tothe woe Of your Salvation; which 
15 (indced) His proper ; Due; and cue to Him 
aloe, And this may be a main:Reafon, why 
ſen proicſiing the Name of Chriit, are {vo gene 
rally itrangers to-Faiih ant jfolineſs ; They do ndt 
| ſeek it at the hands of Chr a9 part of 1 15 Put: 
"chaſe. 

2. Inſteadof la inga foundation for Faith, and 
an kclp to believing; the Gerecral NoCtrine nuzles 
the Soul 1n its Unbelick, upon a preſumption 0 Gt 
Power in him/cif to Lelieve when he will, Ve 
Iittle think how nwch preſumption and carnal (t- 
curity cerive from this Root: whereas [cular 
Recvemption in tie vigour and latitude of it, (v4 
as Procu; ing for us a Rigt ; to. Faith and Holnch, 
with tie £; pirit of Chit to work them etfectual 
nus;) is a far Orcater 1NC OUragement to app'i 

; feives to Chin for tem, asa partof His pur 
and pat Without which we cannot partast 
inc oth of $: ene its of Ii; death, Arid I cannot but 
think, nat any Man in his 7:c be td, (upon 
GUCC! ;GuIrYs and th QOrQW conlilering the iv: fqvool 
wou 


” Ch 4ie x 


'ould 
receet 
ORCE! 
mY8; 
aly L 
OCs rn, 
#97 
rom | 
90650 
ings 
ot on 
ut 3} 
nd (1 
D. the 

\ 
Lec 
\ ce: 
than! 
Iher 


to pe 
hot 


Of God s Sowereionty, CC. 


ould rather cepend upon ſuch a Redemption, as 
exeems from all iizuity ; (though the perſons 
ncern'd in that Redcmption, be but few ; ) than 
0.4; WRICH 1S ſuppcicdto | Keceem All Univer: 
ally UPON CONGItIGN of Faith and Repentance, but 
ocs nat [edecm from impenitency and Unbeliet. 
n That Redemption et. my part be, that ſaves 
rom fin 5 That flayes the enmity ; thit .reconciles 
0 God (fed izally 5, that makes an end of tin, and 

Tings m_ Everiaiting: Kight couineſs; that docs: 
vt onely br1-gamto a alvavle ftate corarionully , 
ut Werke alſo and A{aintars thoſe FO ons - 
nd ()vaiitications tnat have Saivetion at the end 
: them. 

V.-It-C 2 it cave Himſclt a Ranſom for the 
Liect.: t3 Redemption a 1 0:0of Grice; and 
[.ce as | Ietion it ſelf; which beſpeaks bot h our 
tnankiul remembrance, and all ſclt denyal. 
inere's a great-aptneſs to forget our Original, 
lopay Irioute where tis not duc, ani to with- 
hold it where it is. Twas needful Counſel of 
2 andno leſs at this __ ; Terhat foiluw after x 

teen}, eſs, louk. tolve [oc ha: Wie; CE YOu WFOTE 
Your Redeemer firit brouzht vou out 

Of not! ng; and when veu had fold your icives 
lor nought, He Himſelf became vour Ranſom, 
tough ticnceed youn>t.: SCC therefore. that 

\Calcrive all to His Love. Ic was not any ber- 

OTH yy Y OUrs that cave. VOU preference in Re- 
Knee ON; NOr was 1! your ngemous compiy- 
| oy that made Redemption «Y7eitunt to you x 
(Mole are flicht pretences.) Hadnot your Re- 
Rem bouphr you from your ſelf, Relcaicd” 
You from vour 2mafpiccry Freedom, "ond ſav” v4” 


C4 


* yOu 
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©you from Unbelzef , you had never known 
< what this Redemption had meant; nor what it 
cis to be Free zndeed, No, it was purely your 
© Redeemer's Love: He valued you as being hi 
< Father's gift; and as given to-be one with Him 
© ſelf; He rberefore loved you, and gave Himſelf 
* for you. When you were in your Blood, and 
*no Eye piticed you; (no, not your own ) Ther 
cas the time of his Love ; even rhern he ac: 
© cepted the motion made by F175 Father and yours 
© and ſigned the Contract. He knew both your lng c 
© weight and your worth; your Natural unfitnes|,,,. 
« for him, and averſeneſs to the Match : He alb = 
© knew What it muſt coſt him to male youboti,,.. | 
< mectand willing ; and that it was fo {tupendiouM; tic. 
<2 work, that all the hoſts of heaven would hvtMie ©. 
© broke-under. He further knew, that after alc: , 
© he ſhould do and {ufler for you, you could 10]. 
< Advantage him in the leaſt ; onely he ſhout +... 
« have the fatisfaRion to have made You yl t6t:] 
© againit your will; and yet he declin'd it not ; MeWie4:,; 
© came leapins pon the Monntains, and Sh1priil--1. 
© over the Hulls, ( of Death an1 Difficulties) © Ir006 
© longing-for, and delighting to be in that wors ſt +.q, 
* ouch was the intenſeneſs of his Love to you J 
* And a great deal adoe he had with your WiisMWorm: a 
© before you were brought to be willing, And fit 
< all this, he onely expects, you will carry it wo! 
*thy of ſo great a Lover, and ſuch 77- nner if 
Love: which is (in effect) but to accep! ol, 
<and continue in, his Love, ard be willing i 
* ſhould fave you freely; and own this | ove 
Chis, as the immediate Foumain WHENCC youll. 
© happineſs is derived, 
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of God's Sovereionty, &c. 203 
V, Sizce your propriety in Redemption is /rf. 5. 
unded in Electing Love, give all crligence to 
ke your Llection ſure: ipare not for pains ; 
;Fruit will be worth ail the Labour and Colt you 
n lv-out upon it; If clear in this peint, the 
hole Body will be full of Light. And among 
ther F vidences of Election, review the Viarks 
eabed afore under that head, Make-out alſo 
ur latere/tin Redemption, by walking worthy 
| Redecrming Love 5 which cannot be, but by 
bing and Deng — ore than others; ſome 
Vowar thing muſt warrant «our claim to that 
wilar Priviedae :. © hol: forth ( therefore) in 
our li.e the effects of your Union with Chrilt 
nhis death : Let the ſcope of Redemption be 
Ine [ſcope of Your Converfation. You have no 
ich way (if 1 may ſo ſpeak) ro gratite your 
ececmer, as by lcttins Þ1m fee of the Travel 
t his cout: A throyzh Newnefſs of L ife, with 
etal devoting your ſelf to God, will iuftrate 
\edemption not a-little ; and proclaim CORVINs 
ngly oth 5 Veritand Efrcacy. It wilt alſo be 
dg002 Otlice done to your ſelves, as an Evidence 
{ vour ſpecial Concern in Redemption; and 
ch more vindicate your Chritiianity > hn 
Irmal Profcifion, or cager conteits, And in 
derto this, 
, Determine tol;now nothing but Feſzs Chrif? 
ml Him cr, zcafted: LORD al. things elſe not 
oth your \nowing; for {in truth ) all Frow- 
%e cife will come to not wg. Let ali (there: 
e Le boſs avd dung (or 110 'E TOFy of the Piil. 3.8, 
"W.care of Chriſt * Feſres our Lord, * And ſtuay 
Ie Dutrine of tis Croſs; that ye may not 


jtand by 


/ 


, ; Tag 
R?.15.1; Armics 1m Feaven follow 1iun upon White [10 
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©ftand-by and hear Tim detam'd, and not hay: 
©a word toſa;for Him: 5» alſo obſerve Him, 
* that when the World and He part, you my 
; EY your own Maiter, and be known by Him, 
Let nothing be ſo dear to you, as not t 

part with it for God, wacn called for ; and ri 
early 5 doe it: [ixe-np your Croſs and enur 
your ſeit tot before it be layd-on :; Pr:s 15 lov 
that wi with afrer His Commauniments, Tix 
Lord —_ with His Delishe for 1ou from Eter: 
nity; there 15 nothing more Reſonab'e, nothin 
more Aatural to an heart rightly placed, than 
love ang t:veto Him whodicdforyius And wit 
ever hath known the Grace of God, and th 
Love green cannot but fo judge. 
©3. Dcal with Sin according to irs kind , tit 
dreadful nature wicrcof Nothing giſcovers, nt 
© can. but Hell it ſclt, an4 tne Sullerinos of Chni 
Cand moitly 4 eſe: Let it die no other deat 
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1 
© but that ofthe Crots: and tie more 1t crics-00ny, * 8 
©to be [pared, the more urgently cry-out yo! Ued | 
< that it may be Cructiicd, : = 
64,008 not Chri.l be divided : His O Fes tt GT 


c requiſitely © conjoynd, and cannot be ſeparatt 
ewitn our ſecurity ; nay, not without our cet 
©ruine. Know tim thereſo! ce for your Propit 

end Lord as well 35 your Relectner ; an! h 

Cyour \Wiſiom end Sanctiacation as 22 15 V0. 

© Rigiteouinels; ( One and All.) Ta'ce Orc 

from Him as voir - C open i 5-3 Receil 
your [aw from tis NM uth'; W eve -r Heb 


Ver 
VOU 3a, 1)o1t X Foil: LOW 1 To I1 \\ 107 6- CVcer F! ce £05 \(C" 
; ; Ya 
and Carry it ſo a3 becomes His Atrendants TW 
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Of God's Sovercienty, &C. 

5, and arraved in white : Pe not your own Di- 
tor in any thing, nor over- haſty; Stir not up 
our B-lo'ed untill He pleaſe; But await His 
ounſcl and Con iuct, as preferring His Know- 

d:c of Times and Seaſons, with the manner and 
ed of 1115 workins and preſcribing, before 
Our OWN. 

. let nothing divide you from Chriſt: Tet 
Wins but Death (yea, ler not Death it ſelf ) ſe- 

marc between you and Him. Nothing (you ſec) 
ould ſeparate Him from you; nay, had it not 
een for you, and ſuch as you arc, He had not 
Ivcd: 13'e are not our own, we are bowwht with ay cy, 
nce; which 1s the higheſt engagement in every 
me and Duty, whether livino or dying, tv be the Rom. 1.4.8 
ord” ' # 

VI, Chrilt's giving Himſelf a Ranſom for you, 1yfer.6. 
rarrants your largeſt Expectation of g00d things 
rom Him : What Sins too great to be pardon 

2! or iniquitics ſo ſtubborn as not to be ſub- 
BY ' or Graces ſo precious, 45 Rot to be ob- 
uned ? the Lord delights in nothing more than 


>; 
l»rcy; the onely Bar was Sin ; which being 
iTolved by the Blood of Chriit, Grace and Gly- 
run freely. The maxing us Kings and Prie/ts 
mto Co; da, V'Ca, One 11 ts Father an n:/elf,7; 1b 17 21 
eng the thing He dyed for; no inferiour £004 
"no can be with-holden fie us. Faith and 
Ielinefs are great things indecd, an] highly LO 
e Valne Q : Vet ler me fav: that even theſe and 
al Other 3 ood things [1yd tocethe 1 oe but 
L very little heap to that Grace WW hick Put us in- 
to Carit; the Honour and Priviledse of Union 
*th Him; and the price He hath pays for ur 


Ran- 


[20.613 
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1 Jo.4.Io. 


2 Sam.7. 
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28, 


Rev. 5.10» 


Pf. 9. 12. 
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Ranſom : Herein 1s Love, that God ſent H; 
Son to be the Propiti?tion for our ſins : The Py 
chaſe is payd, Releaſes are Sealed, and He i 
Poſſeſſion ; All things are ready ; It 1s now by 


His Giving forth the Revcnue that lies by Kin 
which alſo He delights to do. 

* Other Notes of uſe, this Doctrine afford; 
© which I can but touch, as Jonarian did th 


© Honey: 1. It ſhews the high cjtecm that Gd 


Chas for his Choſen; whom #e wear Hin) 


jou 


 £3.*to Redeem, and purchiſed with His ewn biou 
© 2. That by this Standard thoſe Favourites d 


* Heaven ſhculd value themſelves; not weight 
*the World's Contempt, nor cluuding tad 
* Marks of worth Redemption has put upon then 
2, it ſhews the contacious Nature of 5in; ti 
© deadly Venom whereof, nothiap but rhe prec 
© ous Blood of the Holy One could poſſibly at 
<tidote; nor withitand the Torrent of that fier 
©Lake: As alſo its Dreactulneſs, in that the 90 
© of God died in the Conflict. 4. It argues tit 
© Greatneſs and Preciouſcts of the Sor!; ti 
©Redemption whereof had ceafed for ever, 
© Chriit the Son of God, had not made His ov 
© Soul an Offering for it. 5. That the worlds 
© not-a-little bcholden ro God's People for alltif 
© F004 things they poſiels; «for they have the 
© on therr account 5 and ſhovid therefore affor 
©them better (Quarter. G6. That God will nd 
lightly paſs-by the wrongs done to His People: 
* Redemption hath made them Kings; again 
* whom even hard <peeches are criminal: 10 
& ſeverely then will He make Inquiſition for Blood 
6, It argues the Avlolrreneſs of Elon, i 

ol 44 
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Of God's Sovereignty, Cc. 
(that an infinite Price was irrevocably decreed 
{1nd paid, to confirm its title, 8. Ir alſo evinces 
e le the Fr ceneſs and Independency of Electing Love ; 
uſe fince Creatures could not poliibly deſerve or be 
ne wort!y of fo great « Ranſom. 09. It inferres 

the cxcecding weightineſs of that Glory which 
45 WMrequircd ſo vaſt a Price, and could not be had 
WT ics, 7 1fily, It further yields a Chief cor- 
4M ncr-Stone for the Saints Perſeverance: For, 
(1) They are not Now at their own diſpoſe; 
(Redemption has transferr'd their Title to ano- 
ther, who loves them better than to leave them 
expos'd to a ſecond Lapſe, from which there is 
10 Recovering : And (2) Redemption being a 
valuable Conſideration, and fo accepted , even 
'the Righteouſneſs of God 15 engaged to ſave 
them ; and mult therefore prevent, remove, or 
over-rule, whatever would hinder that Salvati- 
on, On all which Accounts ( and others) Re- 
demption ſhould be much the Subject of our 
Diſcourſe and Contemplation: It was the Firlt- 
TE torn Promiſe after the Fall ; by the Repeatments 
» WE wicreof, and further Explanations, the Lord 
009 nth perſumed the breath of all his Holy Pro- 
0 phets which have been fince the world began : 
0 Our Lord and Saviour Himſelf was frequently 
Net peaking of it; which ſhews that his Mind was 
Fol much upon it; and that the ſame Mina ſhould 
no be in 15, It's a Theam that glorified Saints take 


peFpleaſure to dilate-upon ; Witneſs Moſes and ;, 


WY Ez on the holy Mount; and Fobn. rapt into g,, 
10 Heaven on the Lord's day, found them at this ch.g, 1, 


Fi 
-C:3T, 
of; 308o 


FF frvice before the throne of God ; where I can- <<. 5, 5. 


1, That 


Wi It but Note (by the way) three Obſervables. 9,1:,13, 
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©( A Sood Argument for our Lords aay- S1bbork,) 
rand Re they afcrive tac ſame Glory and H 
© nour to the Lambrthat was Nin, as to Himtht 
<{irs on the Ttirone;, (an evidert proof of Chriiy 
© Prvnity. ) And 3. That the ground. of the 
©triumph and cxultation, was not che Genrad 
* poitit; (no ſpeech of That i in Heaven) but pe 
R*ov $5. © liar Redemption : : (A good Confirmation ofth 
2:14-3:46 reſent Truth.) And further, our Lord and % 
< viour {till bears aLout Him the Marl;s of His 
© Crucifixion 3 He appears as a Lamb that hi 
. been ſian; and He glories in it; / am be ths 
12. wn dead: and with theſe Marks He'l apperr 
* when he cometh to judge the World: Ti 
\* when, the Lord's Day, and its moſt ſol.mn Ut 
I C:7. 11. *dinance, are for = unchangeable Remen! 
25. © hrance of Jim, Whatever ( therefore) & 
(falls vs, fhoutid nvnd vs 47 this glorious Trati 
C action : It: 20 A > Cvil- that R« '5mptio 1 hataG 
cCyed us from th £1 ol I; it £ od, Redempun 
©hath pu! Chas d it ior us; whether good orks 
*1n it ſelf, Ikedempiion will ſanCtifie it to 5 
(But, when ye think of :Jeaven, ind of the Et 
'ven of Moavens 15 your Portion, with all ti: 
© Heavenly Ferricum (Angels food, and better 
© that atterGs you at every Stage, untill ye if 
LE r bf. reliod in fin; = cſpec ally, when ve 
Care adining, ( | for, what It 15 Ye Cannot think 
cI ſry. when ve are TY that tranſcendin! 
© Glory which  ſha!! 2 {rm that inefable On 
eneſs to be then com Soit 'd between the FatÞ 
6 of) 
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That the Saints in Heaven were celebratyy 
* the work of Creation, and that of Redemption 
© both in one da V5 a1:d it was the T.ords Day; 


Of God's Sowrrcienty, QC. 
ind Chriit, and His Saints; ſay, with that TTea- 


ven born Pſalmiſt, Wh. ſhall 1 rendcr nito the 
Lord tor all bis benefits + * And anſwcr your 
ſeit with him; / we / rikg (not this or that ling!e 
0. Pencitt, but ) the Cp of Salvation, ( Gloriot s 
rn cd et: jpti ON» which that Cup ſicnifieth ) 47:4 
tO cli 072 16 Nance of the Lord, All the Divine 
rene 2.ttr! ULCS Center in Redemptien, (as Light and 
rl Heat in the Sun) and are thence lavingly refect- 
cc cd upon Vien Redcem'd : And this i5 the mout 
tel compentlious way of- beholins the Glory of 
oF God, and of celebratins our dear-bought hap- 


no pinc's. Something like this ( per. ps) 15 that Mat. 2%, 


bal © ruit of the Vine, which Chriit and His U1tci- 
that pies {tall drinis new 1n his Fathers King dom ; 
when He that Sowed, and we that Reap, (hall 


2G. 


Ti rejoy CE tocctacr. 'E hereforc {i110 {1ims that Revi.s, 
Op: i, 1nd waſhed 15 from our ſins iu 1115 own 


wor, Ve C lviy aud Dowmiicon for cuer and va 
WHIP 

FLEE | 

od fe Purpoſe and Jatent of Clsi/!'s De. ith 

ot be fru lr at (Toat iS,) Ti, Je We 0172 

C4177, F aye af Or ,C417710T miſs 0] tis benefits 
OCOrMUING by His a1, 

- Councels of God from Fternity ; 20 


"4 


mn! and all Hts jfpenfations in order to 
*r .c.ompliſhment ; have a ypect | relation to 
itas dyins for His People, and their actual 
UVUtO 1] tnerehy, as tiiz- End thereof, Nows 
; E1 { of a Thins 15 cvar for which the Thing 
©1135; and but for Which, it had not been: tis 
bit ting Click Agent Princty ally propoicti, 4 nd 
'h | 4131S 


"5 1rOMCes and Declarations holains forth thoſe 


2I0 
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J 
aims at; andif he be wiſe, he will certainly yk 
and appoint ſuch A7cans, and Order them inſucſl ©! 
WANRCY, that the thing deſigned \h2!] not miſcary, 7, 
Men (indeed) may mils ot their End : They anfW(p2y 
at This, and That s produced; { as in buildneW rc 
the Toes of Fabil : ) But this 1s ſtill from fone © 
imperſeEt/21 in themſelves; Either the Thing | 
ſelf is 7:7 feaſcbie ; Or the w ay to it {pit 
aenly conitriv'd; or the Means :.adiuc ly applyei; It 
their minds w/rcr; of ey arc made to deſi! bWco::! 
a Power above them. « cc, But, God only Wiki on: 
ana Almighty, 1t 15 -not fo with him, None 
thoſe things which 1mpede the deſigns of Alt: 
can happen to 7s , There can be no other Fre 
of them, but what He ſfcily intended ; The tet 
of His Purpoſes ſhall not ſuffer d! ſappointmert 4 
much leſs that great Deſign of Men's Salvation»: 
by the Death of His Son, That the thing it MF! 
is feaſible, is atteſted by that inn! imerable ComWts 1; 
pany already in H2aven on his account. It wi 
ſo wiſely contrived, that all Interei!t*'s concen: 2: 
are ſecur'd and ſatisfied ; God is ju} in juitifyirg TE 
the Sinner ſaved, whil-s V CNgeance is ta! Cn 0! 
his fin 5, and Chrilt well pleaſ.d with a <ecd Fl *5 5 
ſerve Him. The way of obtainment is ſuch, or 
will certainly compaſs the End: , the Nivine Pol -4) 
cr is engaged in it, which re{is not (in the lea!MWrc4 

on the concourſe or complyance of any friz/tra0k 
Inſtrument. His heart cannot be taken-off from! 
[tis That his blefled thoughts have run uron fro! 
Eternity ; and thoſe thoughts of his ſtand faſt it 
all Generations. And laitlv, lo higher Foe 
can ſaperſede His Decree ; He is SovercignLo!s 
and controlleth all, 7 
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A Praftical Diſcourſe 
rr; 0 in Caſe tne treaty took effect, and the 

{vi "Jin caſe it ſucceeded not; ) it had mudWrq:1 
t altered tne Viatter ; there had no great damagWycy 
*accrucd to tne Depoſit or; he might have recexÞ;5 1 
© ed hi, own 2gain ( though not with &dvantage, Mertir 
© Þut, 5://c77ag5 ONCe undergon, cannot be rſt. 
© call on | they arc as \Vater ſpilt on the groundWeR- 
© t1cy cannot be garnered up-again, unleſs in trade ;s :7 
fr! is: viz, in the accomplithme nt of the EnMc;:;;: 
< the; were defi; 'ned for : which -( duly weighed; ;! 
x will not t allow Redemprion to be Condition N 
© nor 1ts intended cfiects to depend upon tingW\ten 
« ecring nivotit: Beſides, That which 15 Intinit: wiWw:h 
(9 
C 
Cc 


pills 
not admit of Addition: nor can that which nM : 


all worth intirely vs ithin it, . find any thin? ofii:cio: 
"W oOrtn dent it ſelf, to depend upon. bW:n4 
ats (me-thin is) ſhould not need Arguing; ſince! 1 
"It ito 1PParcnt | 
| From the S Scriptural Uſage and import 0 
: we word ; witch the WI, That Redemption nit 7 
«made Eternal! Life our 41e ; and that all ſuppo! 
E ble: Conditions. or A {ditanicnts, all manner 
 racty VIEWS: and Helis, which muit com 


* bath "SCN Oi Nature, cate and Giory, ( wi Gt F, 
<Glor i Felf) Were ail itentionally 1 in the dely "i 

Col it; a) )y it, an} { Contained in it; We 

*the {tall which the {lower mult grow-upon, Fc. 

4 Sir, 11 the fime Seed With the Flower it (el +, 

* Redemption doth not onely allow Men thel Cnr 

G Book FN and ſive them 72 c2/e they can rex "ſon 1 

©( that's a weamnleſs? Notton ) but cnables ou well; 

*rcad ; and that 1n point of 1/:/{25 well as A"W*/.;17 


El (c. Fir 15to Salvation, as Livery and uu; 


are to Poſſcſſhon ; they are no part of thc pri'Fulo; 
Cn 


Of God's Sovereignty, RC. 


zor Condition of your Right; but a legal and 
notified Introduction to your Atta! Enjoyment; 
yea, the purchaſe-money entitles you to rem 
end: well a5 to the /nberiroance. As ye can as 


N _ 
ve MWthino of God, either warrantably or ſucce'stull:”, 
but as inticled hereto by Redemption; fo, on 
Reacmprtion * account, ye may ask any thing 
(that nath tendency to its Enl; ye ny C1111 
(Faith in Order to Salvation, as well as Calvation 
'athe End of your Faith. 

nul Now; that Redemption doth not barely make 
non Releaſable, or capable of being Saved : but 
\1cotn, by its own proper virtue, A Oroſecute its 
1 t-n9 t9 oorfeding: - that the Actual complete Sal- 
; 0 v:tion of Redeemed- Ones, is bount-up in 1t; 
DO ni whit ever might lettit, taken out of the w ay; 
nel 1h:ll cleer by a ſhort induction of particu- 


A 


Iil'3; 
W '. Redemption imports Sarzsf 47107 : Without 
us”: te \Yorld had. not been Reconeiic 2 Ne "r 
00 (01d it ba ſaid, FO p.caſure of the {0 14 


104 in £75 hand /: But bark eye arc aff v4; 
on! :. 5:10 , 4t p eaſed the Lord to: bruife [lim:* 
wa 1t 0:5 nor intend onely, That It was the plet- 
i fire (ON © Will) of-God, that the thing fhould 
; WO dn: but that He was weil-pleafed by the 
1 "i «inn of it; that is, He was 2% un Pact:cd to- 


tr £ US, in waote ſtead He Sutfer'd; (4515 Ju- 
[10 ; dy C1: - th creby aton'd. ) nd tins V EI {car 
wy P ye ave annexed in Ij4. 42.21, Tie L077 2s 
= 3 caſed for 11s Righ ItC94: jeſs Jake; {1Te 
" Cat! maraifie the T,aw,and marett Honour ale} 
ui. c, by levying itisfati 100 uUp0n Chri!t: Vn 
ri "ufo accords with,and explicates that in in&ou $15 
6nd 3 3 __— 


A P} 114 (0; 


. , 
2,4 2... 9) , 4 WE | 
FH bo as LL 4 [4 & 


! Dil 
# 
© God-forvids yt a," we eff abl 
@ further confirm d by 2 C 
g Corfu RICO Clin ting VC IEC 
ft; be-7e 

* breacl aac FOUne 

* W "uid not * at / 


enalt-done.- "Y T,  Wwnat--15 
? 


% 


, » \ 
4 dy 4, + 


CIFFOE UL, UNATLIHT 
ed: 
Q ; 

CD CO.t5 C0) 


C © D. 
ARYL 


C 4, a 48 A v* . = 'Y Tg \ ' =" . 
Sti% i1Cilk VV. a4 4 (1 l [ICH 6 1Þ h i} 

[# } 1 RK , ® 
that this 15. Chit s own icnce 


| 2 Aimſeit ſatisiie LEDBY 1 

THO: : 

; LO Retoeu ly G1Ur Sg 
"that! 


1$ 
It-was 


[cLY 


— 


"17 4! 
O71 jo 


"Y | 7 
/ J F4 te L 61 IV . 


DOLL 4 


But ( ſurely ) the 


ENhid NOTIEFCT CC nas -u 


r, RE A By / 885 *Þ IP ney = i 4175 1132 
"; V7 $15 t/) ite a it; 9)<& Io ths VW#9 Eu ( {1 4 


7% g a 
b iW CIs G 47 


. 199 Goa oY 71 
E Et: 7 fc t] 
for c 
but 


hav = His War 


Reconciliation, Lut 


both iides ? and, 
Fray word, 1 


- ! « Y AF -4 _ A - ' = bo hn J $ 
by I+ "Tx WY 4 V£ 60s - Y » , ® J PT. in) VaY CT7i3Ci FIH0) 
"0475 4b concil 
' C "6 63 eo f& +> Ca{0 4) Ei celecsto 1h hb 0 
7:57 GE: 4 ” | . Ko 2 p- 
bb: w 7 * Fe [1 Wo : IY p bs L 4 + ay 4 ” {:; bh 
--THCY, AC-IJLIHHLE 1 thereiorc I L11SCt in 3094-5 Ae- 
C * v- Bo > #$ Py = ” © | -2 % 4 , * "% ? $1 * S Lo 
CONCHE1116 nt [0 HIS, C449 \\ 12 15 (US Ly £11; 5 * WIRHICN 
cC % % | 7 » ] - % ſ Oy $M * , ” S 5 - 1+ %'F 
C Ot! {1 I; 4 L L W T4 T3 F7A ( - 4 113 Tuitiy E WO! \.4 618] 1 p< 
> os i. by  Y FF 24 { . G £: : % ; Iz;1t " 
MITE WEUDNROUT-DOAt! S 'Cl1ON. {ily 'C0) ; Uth 
mn . ; v. ; 4 " N 5» , FI Wh p a MD 1 % © y - [ +4 ryJ0 
© \.ONd I-1 UL ES CrUnd ar IorPs PICO) 


wh. [10M Cit 
to | ay ( in clic, 
'OI1I US. 


frcc- 


Yo NEGOMR PEER WM PDGLAS TALE ATEC SH 
/ I ” P 7 
? a \ j 
> - k % , ” | P » . - 1291p m4 'b 
IDE L3 \S; } > 1:|t * } S] ts I - / , J #1 1? fo. b 1 C ++ _— 
Tax 3 E T1 
- ” F _ vr v 4 J EF J L 
F4 4 A Pi oN, r þ s 4 ".L (® [ J 
y/ * [1 / 
' X n K ay j "37" 4 [ + -- Y 
« { 4 T - io "NIE F4 ; J ji / "4 free) 
7 [ 
s . 4 s 
l \ z (3! a i. Y "v9 () J' L! = 4 4 tt] / f F 
- C4 , 
o F 
py of / 
4 . # of. (: LY # 0 ,, $1 4 I oy Fo, #F-x # [ . EF) Lc 
J 
/ [ a» 
£4CCTH/ 4 / ; fi f® "8 2 "> / ? f F ' i £ b, 5 (of 
{ F | J 
, 7 
pl, Y, & + C - \ » / bs») . / # Ls [0 - {/ » [ f, 4 J »» 
& Hh 34 G - of L : FE 
3 . ” 4 4 = T4 bl - 4 } 
Ib i 3s '# + < .® + 1 Sd > v&+ , [4 5D ” 8. ©. 4 & + - / (3 bo a {4 - 
= «+, t , 
—y w_ ! 
/ JU Y 4 
C [/ » CO. 44 * LL +3 
s 
P [ * - 1 = P . . "of 
_ t P _ 9 % = *#« $ - 5 y _—_ 2 +4 I ! 
V # 4k $117) "4 LY PR — CY b hw J's d] Y If) Alle rejas ot 
f el ? ' vn. 3 « le) 
Ll P i q » # 
4 >) Y - 7 Ty \ ! KH = 3%. it 
e7. ﬀ , | "$21 Unc jt; UW <6 7 A F.43; IJ L'” + 4 } \Y J\ttes nl If Ci 
\ C » » — 
T3 ' [| IB RT; Fg Þ} i tf) 
' « \ » An #-, 4 4% » i. « Pl [ 4 1 , 
have let 20 bi bk i IC 159 STITCH L363 Y ho Ct i415 A C31 y 
At. it's 2s y 7 4 if 


4 
4 
"Pp 
% 
\ Bs 
bd v 
\ 
| 5 8. 
J- 
. 7 
- - 1 


WI'WYLT 
_ "> 
Li t 


Oda S SOUCT 70 A o 
Death; 14.48 75, the Devil Heb. 2. i 4. By the 
offs Cres td; fpoyi 244 wipalities and 
unirs, 4:d 17; {4:04 over they, Col. 2.15. 

T5 1 EECCEA 054 iro, the POW of 11... Kum. 0.6, 


f-- 04 a Fx ; . 4 Oi , A '} , 1 
J{'4 AA.27; 0. 6+. C:# +46 © fd (4 IWF) Corti, Til. Al '& $4 


» £ 
| /t d MECH OE 6 EOYE 1 2.xt 102 crferth TW 
ids ht lerve {in: UP0 which 1t foiiows, He 
14. ava ( Viz. with Cirilt 3 «. jreed from 
{ Ana, Si FH F9f [52YE Dszg MPALHLO (7 BUET 
ec 


lrunorent TTaline, /s. Or Sandification, Col. 
ou who wi7t ſunetimes Enemics 11 your 
, lJ, +: t t#e iN tconcileds £/1 tis body cf "bes 
ein thraunt cathy, to "y Jou Flily--- v.22. 
5. 10: Wer Are Si red throu 79 tie Of- 
57 400 Hoay of eſis I; biife, Rom: 'CÞ 18. 
7 i 1-CH made Free t 183 fin,ye became the Ser- 
of Riphrecufſurſs * nd FO it was by vir- 
f Chriit's death,” appears by the 8 v. For if 
&cad WH es we j1r1.4tl allo Live with 
It 15 His viord w Th rhe Conſcience © flag: 
ch Wor be lu oor ve the Living God, Heb. 24 


i'y 6. It tizewiſe Imports Reſu; YEE 1100; John 0. 
0-35 { will rwfe br up at the aſe day: Fer 
WW) ff { is Aear inileed;, (1.6. as Crucihed.) 
Cart dyins was the Death of Death: Hof. 13 
1, 11 Chr if [#4 ll all be mia? __ Ve. Tt WOT: FS23-; 


5. It fUrt, er extends to the hs 4 pollcſſion of 


a) ILL 
Redeemed 23cs witi bieTeduefh £4 Glory, Rom. 
or 2 39) Woo 17: 7iſtified, truer tte G tor: fied 


2 39 RT =, Þ o Pe $5 £8 by F EF , » 
) we vVirty i | E / it 7 ang till [ +) {{oiic} f ty 1s } t1/C blood FM. 2. 


- ” £5 7 : : ; a : , NY 1 "5 ' 
15 Li - % [59 | TOs TY | *) 4 #$.): A 4 by 4 "(t O77 61 115 i 4 rp 
F E-A "5; * a Cio or 


þ Cdb n '$- V *% JF -- { 
78 wh ty © ve CV. Fo Dy FO.--< It's they 


Heotcs, C:lixOn : 
Prici for cvcr a5 tieis 


in Redemption, 1s Evi 


That Reazmption thi 
be) lyable to frutt 


1); ;5 » 
WW. + ? 


of cang 


3} 4 +! . *, 
+90 F8- CLLICT) We be a } - 


L 
cr, for 


\ ' 
— 

F ' 

L - Ld, 


A TracTical Diſconrſe 
of thoſe in Heaven. ) 
1Jent ; 


. . ' 
Lration; For,n B19 


N OW, 1 hat ail Th fe are 


1 


ERIE 
nat Pi: 


{ure ) be jon 


this 1t was, t 


not ( henered not) ts hrow any 19747 (in com 


Heng: but Feſits 
FCor,2:2 WS 8 
Chorv His \{ceuſion 


FRAME «£4 LD 
CCLION, j!. CC 


m1 
IDEIOuS: 
Ft EY [ Fes 
CIOTY 5 zutt 


[t He kad/n n 


[+17 [ 
2 td \- 2:4+c8 


Ihevuigi 
W 7 1n d cilothna] 


See Wh] Y. 


PLC\ Þ 


xAB{.y 10; "FOR 
Se, FUO0N Was TO 


HT 
tal 


ed) 48 7 e's 


"= EX 


* } 
(. ti #2. 
ruc, wh 


the r Reſpect ive ln fue 


'S] 94 , % 
3 PrIviiedges, 


= 


 H; i EP wy '# 


*Y 
—_ 
4 


CCtion ( 
Nga at God's in ek 


a> narts0 
\ ai! ipiings from His Cn 
ot dic q-:He had not Lea 
"k 
ITE uſneſs of Chriſti iS 10! 
| t» £715 Sced, than Adi 
1 his Poſterity (!0 
7 by it; yet fo, tit 


[NS 


the Interv ention of Graz 


4 54% 
A 


and as Evidentitis 
15 PRIUen, is not ( Canto 
S US to Ha 
bs. 


217 
oht Arg. 3, 


= 
$9 
cC/ 


cath m 
r 


he very © 


»hit | 


' _ 
aliklh 


. 
L 
( 


ry 
C 


- 


* 
(SP) 
k. ; 

ee 
=> 
— 
WV 


% 


Chriſt's « 


olhvbly 


ul 
A 


c.” 
{34 


v1 


£ 

i 

FY 
Yebit 


[4 


LoL 


=" 
IA & 


Js 


a. 
i 


s SpoUerer 
) 
. 
45 


on 


, 


1C-DFHI 


Ls 
1 


FR 
z 
[3149 


I? | 
4 \4 


a 
\WO 


1}.* 
$ 


CIRC 


[ Practical Dijronyie 
neſs of God towards His Elect; that That whit 
5.319: was meant for their Recovery, and was adlbafL.:s 
price weil-wortiny their Ranioms ſhould poit'lgſe-rc; 
curn to their Geep2r condemnation; ( for, 1» fer! 4 
muſt 1f they be not eficct.ily ſaved) Tigh.::r 
could not be tliut Pleaſure of the Lord wii; | 
ſhould proſper in the hand, of Chri.t. Thly 
3. jt would not be according to the Faithful: 5's 
eſs and Truth of God, that Chritt ſhould faildÞþ :i:; 
That He was promiſed, and carneſtly Iooked-for 
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31. if thoſe He died for, ſhould not only abide int: 
ſame condemnation He came to deliver tim... 
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Faithfulneſs of God! ee P 
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wort ) To ſechand to ſave that which wes loſt : 
0: to brings Men into a ſalvavic condition, ( as 
vinc ſpeak.) but to Save them, . AL. 1. 21. 
Hecanic, 1o open the blind cycs; To bore the 
eat Ears; Torcitorc the withered Limbs; To 
kanſe the Lepers 5 To heal the Stick; to raife 
e Dead; to calt out Devils, To preach the 
xſpcl;, and to cauſe thoſe it belongs-unto, to 
ar and rccerve it : He knows they are Dead, 
nd He knows as well, that He is to Q!cker 
rem; and thence we have it in Fobn5. 25, The 
Dead ſnall bear and live; And Coip.lo.16, Other 
wp lhauves Tem alſy [| muſt I bring | and they 
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nd look to them, fo as Oxe be not loit; and J.k,r7, 12 


ll afcally, To raiſe them up at the laſt day, and to 22. 


per:ectly acquainted with, 71s work zs before Him, 
4,49, 10, 

(2.) As He knows His work, whatitis; fo 
I b{/t /erſon and method for its performance, He 
ane in the fulneſs of time ;when things were rp? 
br Hi; Comins : He came Thcz wicn there was 
Mit need of Him; the Devil's Rinocom at the 
MSNC 2 his Orades i greatelt credit; the'wor[d 
Ocrwhelined by the Roman Power ; and thetiue 
Relig gion near quite depraved among tne Jews: It 
arues a Dextrozs underitanding, to tare an Ene: 
yin his Ruſt, at his hiche{t pitch of ſtrength and 


el 


Ofidence, and throw him on his back : To ſuc- 


HYIFur a _diftreſſed Friend or Aly, when brought 
a der {09t, and ſet him on his bi; ohpiaces;. Ins 


4s 
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Chriit, 
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ticthem to Heaven with Him : All which He is C95 
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Chriſt, Who is ( partly ) 1therefore ſaid to be offfition 

Iſ.1. 11.5. Quick, unacrſtandings: In all His Unaderts kin Wihen 
Cl.52-13 [76 dea.sprudently; And to This its, that Haile | 
nab aſcribeth ſucceis, The Lord 1s a God ic 

[ krowleare ] and His Purpſes come to PET Wally 

I:JAMN; 2:3, IONS 

(3.) H- knows Wio they are for whom Fe:nce 

to doit. The ſruits of his death arc not as thingWoth t 

to be given in common; They fall not 7-4:#c 0 nd th 

ly upon Men, (as ain upon all forts of groun!: More 

He knows W| hom he came to Regeem: No! the 
their Number only, but their Perſons; T hey wes 7 
4 all writtcy 112 bits book. Anifo well 1s He ver» [it 
Foh.10.3. 10 it, That Ze cullet: rhem wl! by their | Names: Whither 


I 
He does not omit an, nor cail One for "nat Ihat 


13.19, He knows Whom the Father huth ©-/en anlifſÞ 2dr 
Given to Him: He can neither forget them, noun a 
miſtake them : They are written in His bre Jo. To 
on the pal:-sof tis hands, If4, 49. 10. leth 

4. loa Great undertakins 15 required Cory! H 


Or C764 tueſs of Spirit; to 'confr Ont 0! »poſit ion les, t 
and cut-throuoh difficulties : And if this be wn! 
ins, all other Endowments will ſignific little, ( Wave 2 
to ſucceſs.) And how was: our Lord and RefÞe:!! :: 
deemer quilihed as to ch1s ! When He was cniringove / 
into his paſſion, ( again!t which He prayed, //Þf 5. / 
were poſjuole, that Cup mignt piſs from HH 11: 1 in llary 
they needed Courage in the Abltra & ; and wetinWrths 
That He had it an, [1p ravly, [n l{. 11.21) FO. 7n the 
Prophet brings Him in as putting on His ArmotWeave 
of proof, [vere orc hays 1 forwy Face 45 4 Fad pr; 
and ] | "HOW that / LE 1 noe be co wunded. [n ti arſe 7 
greatneſs of this His ftrenoth, dii 1le Traviive rl 


through all thoſe Contradi ions of Sinners, Temfflim P! 
: tation 
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tions, Reproaches, Blaſphemies, &-c. And 
hen His hour was come, He 1d not Re <coil, nor 
aj from them ; No, nor ſtay till they 
ame w! iere he was; but; c0CS tO meet them. And Fh.18.4. 
hough He might have had more than twelve Le- 
ions of Angcls for asking ; He waives their afſi- 
ance ; and in His own inole Perſon, undertakes 
ththis World andthe Powers of darkneſs: ; Yea, 
1d the \Vrath of His-Fathcr too, which was much 
wore Erievous, and of far Greater terrour than 
Ithe Reft : And, inall this He was Alone; there 
vas Nene with Him. And, that an Angel appear'd 
» Iiim from Heaven {i rengthening Him; It was 
Nt ner a Tohen and Part of His decp br: Soon 
the Mighty God ſhould ſeem to ;r.77r, and £4. 22, 
0 admit the proſered ſervice of His Creature } 43- 
Rana ſſening of His ſufterings. New, all! thts 
for the Procurement of R Letompt on; An1can 
'etben be wanting to the Ef itual upplicarion of 
! He cannot ſhrink at the fioht af traplins par- 
&, that hath Won the pitchr battel, and remains 
dolute Maſter of the Field : For this alſo, we 
* a Jore word of Prophecy, Ro 4.2, 4, He 
nor ve' diſcoriraced, | untill | He 
4Ve {: y Fudgmene inte [ erth, 
Fuhfiln, (5s: This alſo i is a grand and Ne- 
"ho qualification for an h1-h | Lindertaking : And 
Irthis our Redeemer is alſo ſis :nally Eminent. To 
"the Father's Will, was Th :r He came-for from 7045.32, 
eaven- And this was His Will, That of all He 35 
a4 gruven Ht wy He ſhould loſe nothi 17 © , but ſhould 
arſe it up at the laſt day: thnatis, 1 fat He ſhould 
ve them Eternal Life; Fohn on . And we find 
Im profeſſing, That He bo. d cone it ACcoraimglty; 
a V. 12: 
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V. 12, andthat Ze will dozt, v.26. —_ of tf 

His Prom! iſe ſo oiten repeaged 1 1a the 4254454 oo 

v. of 7/71 6. And He | ccps them, F aria 7 Mo 

Toh +7eI> tot His truſt; VIE; T hit the Scr ipture 7310 t be al oth 
v4 whic 


Pen: Fullas Was let- 90, to fallby bis 61W11 tras 
relſuon; ; LY, nom (doubtleſs) He cout: i ane d wou| 
Fave {Kept tas He did the Reit, had ne been (45th 
were) committed to His Charge: For, Hegiy 
9 Cv ry one, according as He received for then 
- fren by comparing #4. 68. Is with Eps, 

5. -:4n'the--One place, it 15 ny He | recemne 
gifts for Ales angmnthe other Conch 15 Qu 
tation of the former ) Ae [gave | gijut 
A7i:nr Thoſe (therefore) for whom He. recen 
cd Fternsl Liſe, cannot fail of it, unleſs He ſhow he 


God. 


ye” - x * ( $9 5 » Y » : Þ A WOU 

f2il of Histrult ; which (16deed > He cannot <> * 
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Heb. 3:5: For, Hes F 2cthfultn all Hts ſe ; and thatd : | 
"a $.-; and joynt-interc it : (you 1 know) 1s 2 Ml ” 
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t: r:.1 anc prevslent Ot-io-£con to Faichfuinels Obi 

any ſhould vicr tO G.ipolſeh Him, Bc ou : n 

I Iz. - 1. I arniwer as 4\ $4 Mot: 1 did Abb ; Goa fore: UL s+% bh that lance 
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And His Ya:thtaineſs further apnears, 101 tha th ” 

nakes Ita main part 6: His bul neſs now 10 12 

Ven, £0 BAYER 11S Wor & PCriectes ; : Fle evi li 
H:b.r.25.to mag 1ntereii/ivu for them.  Ticre 1s fd 


weight put upon t! 11s, in Rem, 8. 34, Who 181 


that Cuitacmmern? [tits Curilc tat dyed, yea 16 
tho, Hat 15 Riſoa a7 119 --- who allo [ Rot To 11) I _ 
eeruiſiion E {57 #3 5 A nd, RY fm: 11C of FH Ti; Pray »pro 
Tab. 15 x5 Oro 15, Tiat- thoſe given to Him, ought bc kf $ nor 
v. :1, J70 evils That they might be Owe 1a the Fati onde 
v. 24.and himſelf; ani That they may be where Heh 1; 


to bebold ts Ulery, Now then, if the $alyatio 
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of thoſe He died for, was the end of His death ; 
and the price that He paid, well-worthy the pur- 
Wchaſe ; If it be the Father's will that they ſhould 
be ſaved; If alſo, this Salvation be the thing for 
which He prayes; and whatſoever He asketh of 


he Intent of His Death cannot be fruſtrate. 

© Yet does not this Truth goe unoppofed ; (the 
reneral Doctrine will not bearit;) Not for any 
fault of its own; but that it will not give place 
to another which unduely affects the prehemi- 
nence, Denyed in rerms it !5not ; None will ſay 
*drettly, that Chriſt's intent in dying may be 
ruſtrated : But, That intent of His, is ſo nar- 
row'd by ſome, and clog'd with Conditions, as 
would bring it to nothing, The &:/e whereof, or 
its *ſe, I underſtand not; but ſuppoſe that Ne- 


1 c{/:ydroveto it (for want of a better) to ſhore 
FF up the General Point. I thought (at firit) ofno 
Y \F Objection here: But, having ( fince ) found this 
OL: « 

M" the way, 1 would put it in the Sacred Bal- 
lance, and try its weight. The ſumme alleadged 
ot I$this : 

MM Tat the intent of Chriſt”s Death, was enely 
W * ro bring Men into a falvable Stare ;, with 
oi ©fuch Means and Flr'ps as will bring thera 
O 


o TR CY 
*to Salvation, if they will uſe them: And 
*that any are not ſaved, 1 from their unbe- 
* (ie 


WM proof : But yet, Men's not Believing in Chriſt, 
Snot the onely or firſt procoring cauſe of their 
ondemnation ; bug their A -oſtac and Rebclj- 
M againſt God ; Albeit, the condemnation of 
I Q thoſe 


-_ 


God, He will give it; it needs mult follow, Thar J-b 11.27 


1, That Unbelief is the condemning fin. needs A4-jy. 
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thoſ: who Believe not, is greatly aggravatedby 
rejecting the Remedy ; as one condemned for 
Treaſon, refuſing his Pardon ; that refuſal is (in- 
deed) the next and immediate Cauſe of his Exe 
cution, and perhaps ſhall heighten the rigoure 
i > but his treaſonable Practice was the firit pro- 
curing Cauſe of his Dcath ; which alſo he ſhoull 
have ſuffered for, if no ſuch Pardon had bea$;... 
: offer'd him. There will necd no Accuſation from 4 o 
Jb. 3.17. Chriſt, to juſtifice the condemnation of Sinners:}l,,.,. 
Atoſes, whoſe Law they have broke, ſhall wiF.q 

neſs againit the Fews; and the Law of Natueſy,,, 

againſt the Genrz/es, That Faith is the one thingMl -;,, 
neceſſary on our part, in order to our being wor 

ved, is a Foundation-Truth, and necefſary tobeMW;,,1 
known : And, as truc it is, that this Faith ad6;,,., 
nothing of A7erir or Yirtue to the Croſs oF; »,- 

Chriſt. Whcre Mcn are ſaid to be juſtified 0 ulurp 

ſ;ved by Faith, it is meant of the Objedt of Faith Miri 

and not of the Az, (tho' not without it ;) for, tie... ; 
Righteoumeſs of Chriſt alone is the Aarrer d mony 

our Juititication ; which this Objection ſcems!9f;.1,... 

deny. But, done 

« 2. Why ſhould Redemption be made fruſtri-W,f > 

© ble by a forreign dependence, unleſs deficient fp. 

* it ſelf? That Chriſt ſhould die, ought rather 0;.,.. 

© hive been conditional ; and not the Salvation, : 

© thoſe He ſhould die for; and ſo, ſhould hive vi 

<been defcrr'd till the End of the World, tot, Ch 

cif any Frait would come of it > And if nor, theſſſhi;,).. 

*not to dicat all; For, why ſhould he dic in vail'prir. : 

<But, Tnat Chrilt ſhou/d die, and at that ver)Mj1;.. 

<time, were fore-determin'd of God; abuſſi,, 


© dantly promis'd, and confirm'd with an Oath: 
6 where: 


Of God's Sovereignty, &C. 


WE whcreby it was made Veceſſury, and impoſſible 
UF: ve wirved, It could nor (then) ſtand with the 


0-W\\iſiom and Truth of God, that the End of 
£-F His death fhould poſſibly miſcarry. Nay, the 
OW £4 hid the ſame Infurance as the Mears; 
0-W( iz, Decree, Promiſes, Oath, ) And ſhall fo 
Ul preat Solemnity, and Expectation upon it, eva- 
I rorate into Contingency ? Chriſt was promiſed 
my: Seed ro ſerve Him, and ſuch a frobe of the 
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5: Mrr1vel of His Soul, as ſhould ſarisfie Him : Thar 74:53"! 


"He ſhould divide the Spoyl with the ſtrong : That 
UB :be Heathen ſhould be his Inheritance ; That 
oY Kos ſronld ſee and ariſe; Princes alſo ſhould 


frrings; and He fits in Heaven, expecting till 
I: be done. And now, ſhall /apſe4 Creatures 
ulurp a Negative Vote to their Sovereign's 
\Vil? Shall it be at ehezr pleaſure, whether He 
whois Heir of all things, ſhall poſſeſs His Patri- 
mony ? Shall ſinful Duit ſo arrogate to them- 
SU Wfclves, as to ſay, My Creator's W:ll ſhall bc 
done, provided my own may be the Standard 
" Wot it? Shall thoſe Statutes of Heaven (in favour 
tWBfthe Conditional Doctrine ) run thus? The 
00g Man armed, ſhall be ſpoyl d and cait- 
MN 0 Fout, if he will : The Heathen, whoſe God is the 
evil, ſhall renounce him, and turn Tenants 
lo Chrift, if He will conſent to it, and they alſo 
Ain's it their Intereit : Kings and Princes ſhull 
"Wile and worſhip Him, if their own Grandeur 
mlbear it ; and Enemics ſhall become his Foot- 
W291, in caſe they be free to fubmir to it, cc. 
J AW P - Who 


-— 


Ve. I2, 


worſhip; and His Enemics become His foot- Pf. 110.1, 
/ool; &e, And this, as the Reward of His Suf- Heb.10.13 
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s Who would not tremble to hear ſuch Indipn;. 
© ties put upon Chrilt ? 
© 3. There was no Reaſon why Chriſt the Son 
© of God ſhould dic for ſo ſmall a Purchaſe, asto, 
© make men but Conaitzonally ſalvable ; that the ne 
« preatcit thing in the World ſhould be hung a 
©lo weak a Pin as would not bear the weight 
*(the temptation ) of an Apple. I call it a ſmal 
© Purchaſe , becauſe they had more than this i 
© Adam: They had then a pure Freedom of Wil 
< without Byas to Evil. But Now (ſay you)the 
< are help'd by Motives and Arguments from ti 
© Danger they are in, and the Benefits attainable 
<by changing their Courſe : But, what arethele 
© (as the caſe ſtands ?) What Motives will mov 
© whiles inſenſible of that danger, and ignoralt 
© of the Benefits propos'd? Such Motives al 
* they had Afere, and more amply than A 


\ 

© inaſmuch as the preſent ſenſe of a happy Cl = 
© dition was more attractive and prevalent to ket}, A 
<it, than the mere Propoſal of a diſtant and wi, 5 
©known Priviledge, can be to attain it ; (for, "fl, G 
© things unknown, Men are not deſirous; ) «i. E 
« cially when things more ſuitable to preſent ſen}, .., 
< are theirs in Poſſeſſion : and to leave theſe ll, © 
© thoſe they underitand not, is contrary to i b. , 
*Reaſon: They ſee neither Danger nor P "hy 
© ledge, and therefore deſpiſe both. Or iftt 296 
© have skin-deep Convictions at times ; the ME op 


*fent Content they dream to have in their wi 
© carries them head-long as with Wind and Tice 

© +. If rational Motives and Argumentati 
*were of that weight and efficacy for the wor# 


* of Faith ; Thoſe of the largeſt nr” 
6 NaTl 
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Nature ſhould be the moſt capable Subjects» 
{and likelieft to be wrought-upon. But, do any 
'of the Phariſees believe on Him? Do not the 
Princes of worldly Wiſdom account the Preach- 
ng of the Croſs Fooliſhneſs? Do we not ſce 
Men of Renown for Humane Sapience, highly 
\ MW*pretending to Moral Sanctity, and higheſt-flawn 
 "Wntheir Free-will Principles, nevertneleſs to de- 
ſpiſe the wayes of Holineſs; yea, deſpoyling 
'Chriſt Himſelf of His Deity, and the Chriſtian 
*Religion ( which themſelves profeſs ) of its 
chiefeſt Glory ? Nothing more plain than this to 
'our very ſenſes. Surely then, it cou'd not be 
(reaſonable, that this Glorious Recemption 
'{hould lie at the mercy of a perverſe Will ; fince 
©44t is the thing which hath letted, and will lett, 


ni. 


tur once delivered to the Wills of Men, and 
(then they crucified Him; and ever ſince they 


world not have crucificd the Lora of Glory - Bur, 
ſo if 5, 1 the w:/ 407 of God, that the world by 
Oriſdors brow not God, The wiſdom of Men 
"Mcver waz tae Author of Faith, cither to them- 
elves or others: The Preaching of the Croſs 
'5 t» tae Jewiſh Legallitt a Sum birng-block ;, 


Prioll, } 


(that ar Athens, 

'5. Conditionality will not conſort with the 
"cope of Chriſt's Redemption ; nor yct with the 
"Nature of the Bondage it referrs to: It 15 
| ' (ſummarily) term'd, The bonduge of cr vþ 7- 
JF :; In parcels, it bears the names of Blinine's, 

'Dar«neſs, Death, Hardneſs, Unbeliet, Enmi- 
CE "tY, 


'crucitie His Croſs. Had they known Him, they 1 Cor-2.8 
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'until} jt be taken out of the way. Chrilt was ry, 24.24 


ch.1. 21. 
Ml - 
ch. I. 22s 


"a1! /94{:ſ1reſ5 to the Rational Philoſopher, and 48.17.13 


30 A Prattical Dijceurſe 
*ty, &c, And, that deliverance from theſe, wis Or 
*the very Scope and End of Redemption, might £*c*it 
* be made-out particularly : 1 ſhall initance cnely If ve 
*two or three Generals; 1 7oh. 3. 8, For thy cc 

| * purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, that He "al: 
* might deſtroy the works of the Devil. Ron ſ 4 
©6.6, Onur old Man was crucified with Clnj, on 
* that the beay of Sin might be aefiroyed. Chap In 
"8.2, God ſending Hts own Son 191 the libenef, * thin 
* ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemned ſin 2a the ſit), 'For 
* Which Texts, leſt they might ſcem defective, 'Ving 
* for want of Vaiverſality, That alſo is ſupplycdn { w] 
* Tit. 2. 14, Who gave Himſulf for 15, that He (Hor 
* might Redeem 1 from | all | iniquity. Eph, 5, * Bor 
* 25, 26, 27, Chriſt gave HHtnſclf fur the Chun, | 
* that He might fauttifie and cleanſe it, anapre why 
* ſent ur ro {Himſelf a Cluriors Church, [nt ba-M ff 
© vins ſpot, or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, | But. fi'9 
© was 1t not a thing in 4c! 


of. : 1922 onely, and liable 0 
- fruitration ? No, It-W.iS dceterimin d and hx 'd: a v 
k Pſal. I JO, d, tlc [ {bail 7 Redeem Tſract from 
Eall bis dmguittes, 21 John 1. 7, The Flo 1p 
& Fefus Chriſt Flis Soni clernſert at from ail jii i Oh 
©Ir's ſpoken in the preſert tenſe, as a thing {ill tA 
in 40:70, And this [| 5/1! here mu't be taken Pn 
© univerſally ; becauſe, if not ſaved from «/, 
* would be (in the cn") as if ſaved from Nov FT 
Z4,12.4* Oc Minecleft onthe frore, binds over to wrati, i ©! 
: eſpecially Unbelref. Why then ſhould Thi and 


; 
L.! "noti 


5-19 ©(ot all the reſt) be evemptcd or diſputed ? [s1t, 


f 
{that we think Faith fo eafie a4 matter, that your 
© nel not to trouble our Maſicr about it ? (Fel, 
_ . . 1 : , } I, 
« © PBoiiever> have found ito; ) Or do we think our Top 
| al 


] * VO LA rk p , Ts vs ! - oy? 'S V 4 
£1C:8C5 Oetter abic to deal with our own ticarts, 


A. 
v 0] 
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'or truer to our Intereſt ? It's our Heart's De- 
(ceitfulneſs that makes us think ſo. Or, ſhall 
«we impoſe upon Chrilt ſomethings of ours to 
*eech out His Merits, or to mare them effectu- 
'al? He abhorres it ; If ye ve circumciſed, Chriſt 
(ball profit yous wotbing. Or do we aſpire to fit 
'0n his right hand in the Glory of Redemption ? 
{know not what it is ; but am ſure, that ſome-. 
thing not-right lycs i in the bottom, tho'urſcen, 
'q For, ſince the Honour of Redemption lies in ſa- 
ving from Sin, He that ſaves from Unbeliet, 
Jin which is the Capital ) {harcs deepeit in that 
fp Honour. Unbelif is the /ock, of our Chain and 
MI Bondave ; and till char be unſhot, there's no 
< vetting looſe, Chriſt's Redemption 1s not like 
chaſe Laws cf Men, which hold the ſmall, but 
'[ettne great ones break- through : No, Redem- 


uM iion ayms at the Head 5, and 'twas fo delign'd 9273-15, 


ro from the firit. But, how are Men ſaved from 
4; 4o>biict? Is it their own A, or Another's ? 
"it their own, then *tis of works ; ( which will 
MF 20t auld with Grace: ) If 2nother's, that 
"Other docs it cither Abſolutely or Conditionally: 
1} Abſolutely, the Objection ceaſes : If Condi- 
nally, what was the Condition of it 2? It could 
"1 BUN Nothing 1 us afore we Believed ; for, whar- 


(. 


1M fr 15 not of Faith, is ſin: It mult then be 84.14.23 


rom Another Cauſe, and withour Condition ; 
jt} 40 that can be ozcly Redemption ut ſelf ; tor, 
i, "ting elſe can pretend to it; andthe Preten- 
vol lions of That arc Good, from Heb. 12.2. where 
2W Criſt 5 is ttyled, lhe Author of our Faith, Fon. 
of 1-16, Affirms 41 Grace to be out of H:: Fulneſs, 
sf 79:1. 3. 11, ſhews, that Chriſt apprehenas ts, 


Q 4 {not 
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* (not becauſe we Goe, but) that we wight appre, 
ohend Him. And Tit. 3.6, The Holy Ghoſt(who 


*15 the immediate Operator of ail Grace) is ſhed 


* Hpon. VS through Fefuus Chriſt our Saviour; 


7:5.1-.3,© That Faith which is not from Chritt intirely a 


«its Root, will never lead the Soul to Chriit asits 


£ Object and Centre. Bur, methinks the DoCtrine 


© of Conditiona! Redemption ſhould be for ever 
© ſilenced by that one Declaration of our Saviour 


not 


© Now ſhall this Truth be yielded, ( 


© Himfſcli, 1 am found of them that ſoutht nt 


Jo le, 


viz, That 


« Chrilt's Redemption made an ed of ſn? ) Or 
< ſhall we ſay, That our Ol4 Man was crucitec, 


C 2{l but his vital parts £ That all the works 


* the Devil are deſtroyed, excepe his Maſi 


C prece ? 


That //-ac! is Redecimed from Al his 


< Iniquities, ſave onely the wortt and n1o1t-con- 


© demnins? Does the Scripture {peak fallacioully! 


© or docs vain Man deal deccitfully in His Cove 
© nant? I world ask, (with great ſeriouſneſs, for 


© the matter requires it, ) What good ſhall Ke 
< demption doe us, ifit ſave onely from /ome 15 
* and not from A!l? Orif from All exceping 
Would it not be likea Parcon for 
peity Treſpafſes, (Petty, in compariſon) whis 
the Guilt of our Treaſons lyes {till upon us? T0 
purchaſe Salvation upon terms of Belicving, v 
G Faith alſo is too like an undet- 


© Unbel:ef ? 


out purcnafin 


\-, 


taking to cure a Man of his Phrexſie, upon CCl 
dition he will be ſober : what will they Cor 
who content themſelves with ſuch a Redempt!? 
35S this: 


b: 


1 


LY 


ily, Conſider Redempt 
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tople's ſins, under the Law, had not been ex- 


Yoo 

ho Wiated by the Sacrifice without ſprinkling the 
id MFlo0d; and it was not rchemſelves that ſprinkled 
ir: MW; but the Prieſt : And can we (then) think, that 


hit ſhed His Blood for thoſe on whom He 
vil not ſprinkle it ? That He will not give a little 
ath to thoſe He died for, whenas without That, 
that he doth beſides, will not profit them ? 


&rvants, and now ſhall they die for Thirſt ? It's 
poſſible that His love ſhould be ſo cooled fince 
:'s going to Heaven, as to be indifferent touch- 
n5 the Travel of his Soul: Shall he periſh for 
whom Chriit died, for want of a good word ? 
epecially conſidering that word can be ſpoken 
eſeually by no body elſe ? It any ſay, He would, 
but they will not ; I anſwer, this W:{-nor 15s their 
Unbelief; and the ovear thing they are to be f2- 
vid from; He that 1s faved from tnat, 1s ſaved 
every whit; and this, Chriſt 15 to doc by making 
em willing : A wil! to Beclieve, 1s Pelievins 
ind in the day of His power, they tind it. And, 
"5r any to ſay, That a wil! to believe, 1s not pur- 
ing caſed by Chriſt, and effectually applyed by Him, 
bit depends on ſomething to be done by Men : 15 
zoreat derooation to the Merit of His ſufferings ; 
It15 (in effect) to {teal a Jewel from our 50- 
ok Crown, and to wreath it en a Fogis 
ap, 


Inferences. 

1. The Iwpoſſibility of fruſtrating the End of 
Ciriit's Death, is a manifeſt Proof and Argn- 
ment of Pecul:ar Redemption : For, 1t the Sal- 
"ation of Thoſe He died for, was the End of His 
dying 3 
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ach He wrought ſo great a Deliverance for His 7,7, 153 


18% 


I:f- Is 
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dying, and the intent of his death cannot be ſnſh,qox 
ſtrate ; then he had not in his Eye and deſignthM,,, x 
Salvation of thoſe that arc not Saved. "ſ 
*II. Tak heed What ye hear, and Zow; kc. 
*ware of thoſe Doctrines which tend to enervayWi;.ich 
© the Covenant of Grace ; reducing it to a CoveW;1ct - 
*nant of Works; or ſomewhat more ditlicutMones 
< A principal one is that which makes Redempii n the 
* Conditional, and dependent upon ſomething all£;bink; 
* be done by Men, which Chritt is not the DorfW6:q1j 
*of : Of its evil conſequents I ſhall menti; rec 
<two. ; whatc 
© 1. It bereavesus of that ſolid ground of con len! 
<fort (for, the joy of the Lord 1s our ſtrengti Miede 
© which the Abſoluteneſs of Redemprion inten, bor 
<and offers to us; expoſing our naked Skin 10Mbyt y 
© every blait of Temptation. Who can pronilWecres 
*the 1tanding of thit Fabrick which ſtands 00 Welf a1 
* doubtful Foundation ? To build Hay and Sond & 
<ble on the Rock, has not half that wy, N 11Vtereſt 
*as Gold and Silver on the Sand : The One (hai; oj 
* be ſaved, (though with difticulty |) the ot'M Orb, 
<loſes both his Work and himſelf : For, let NWbreat: 
©demption be never ſo tirm and ſolid in it ſell, 'Wr-1 6 
«yet its {tanding and efficacy depend upon Wr.; 
* which is fleeting and unfix'd, the ground of o|yyc; 
*confidence is gone : It's like thoſe Pumps hb RY 
* nave water enough within, but yield you nonjour 
© unleſs you firit put-in ſome of your own; wiWye ar 
yet ve have not; ( like Facov's Well, but 19Wler of 
*thing to draw-with.) Tor Men to annex COYCom 
* ditions, is to offer a Barr to their own pardonnor: 
<and inſtead of an Amendment, to add a dc!trvay + jj 
<ive proviſo to the Bill of Free Grace : That P'Yflemp 
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1dox of the Preacher ſeems pertinent here ; Be 


er-wife ; Why ſhouldſt how deſtroy thy ſelf ? 
©, To make Redemption dependent on our 


Faith, attributes to Created Grace, an Honour 
that is due onely to Chriit; which Redeemed 
Ones ſhould be very tender of, Was He alone 
n the Obrarnrmcnt of Redemption, and ſhall we 
think He needs a Coadjurer in its Application £ 
Hall we 1mpute to that glorious Atchievement 
1 necd of our help to make it ſucceſsful ? No, 
whatever Graces ye have, ye muit thank Re- 
4mption for them, and not Them for your being 
Redeem'd. The whole Conſtellation ſhines by 
a borrowed light; they have none of their OWN, 
but what the Sun of Righteouſneſs communi- 

ates to them. Halſt thou Faith * Have it to thy 
elf,and know it for thy good; take itas an eſiect 
Fund evidence, but not as the Cauſe, of your In- 
nWtereſtin Redemption. Each Grace is of Uſe in 
hy I's place, and beautiful; ( as cach Star hath an 
"cl Orbof its own )- and to move ont of that, 15 to 
ne "reak the Harmony. of the Spheres: Even C:ol- 
l 'Y:! Graces Legalized, loſe their Excellency. | 
Ws mt fay to Faith ( in this caſe) Friend, fit down 
oF -ower; this piace belongs to your Author : 4.00 
re Reden 2tion's Crezture ; from Thar you nad 
WMjour birth; and in Tar vou live and move : 
Ye are welcome as a Gueit, vea, as chicf Ru- 
Ficr of the Fealt ; though notas the Bridegroom s 
Lompe rc, But. true Faich, ani unclouced, 1s 
nor? ingenuous than to incurr ſuch a ebul.e 

oF +11r, if all Merit and Grace be v; rIvasy TIESGs 


Fs iemption, and thence diſpenſed by the hand of 
'r 


(P; 4 
C\ 
% 


rot Righteous over. much, neither make thy elf Ecdl. 7.16 


I(a, 
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© our Redeemer Himſelf; this yields both a Frien: 
©ly Reproof and Direction together : Repro 
©to expectancy any where elſe; and Directiont 
© poor thirſting Souls, Where and How to bef 
© tified. Undone you are in your ſelves, (t! 

*yefind;) and would gladly put this ruine und 
* the hand of Chriſt, as one that is able to repa 
<jt. Thus faryeare right: But, ſomething yo 
© ſeek in your ſelf that may ſtrengthen your hop 

*and induce His favour to you. Away with ſud 
© pretences, and fleeto your Redeemer as year. 
< for, trom Him alone 15 that fruit to be found 
<Be as ſenſible of your Deformity and Unwortt 
*neſsas yecan; and walk humbly under the ſenl 
<of it; but, let it not ſlacken your pace, nor abit 
* your hope. If any thing may render you wit 
<thy, (that 15, a ſutable Object of Mercy) 
<is your coming boldly to the Throne of Grat 


< with all your unworthineſs about you. Is it 00 
< adiſguitful Modeſty to be ſhie in accepting fron 
© thoſe above us ? Does it not look as if we wouk 
not bc thought to need their kindneſs? Or ell 
<35 if we thought they needed our requital? 0 


# , 
- 
> 


ii we were unwilling to be Oblige 

” Much more unbecoming 1t 1s, to % 
.vard in acceptins the offers of Grace fro! 
"iv Great a Perſon as our Lord and Redeem 

* O, the unnaturalneſs of our Natural Feat 
<even to our own good! We arc pitiful Objec 

© of Charity ; all fulneſs is in Chriſt, and may 0 
had for going for; and yet, as if He wants 

< Clients, He is fainto make Proclamation, H' 
55-Te Ceverv one that thirſteth, come ye to the Watt 
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thirſt let him come to Me and drink ---- Great 
hings are proffer'd and what's the price ? No- 
hing.; It is but Come and Take. This (1 con- 
ſeſs ) is ſomething ; yea, it is one of the hard- 


W/ matters to get to be MNorhing, and ſo come 


toChriit, that we may be Something: But, go 
to Him even for th:s, Had the Prodigal defer'd 


W his Return till better Cloaths on his back, and a 


Viſage more like the Son of ſuch a Father; Rags 
muſt {till have been his Cloathing, and Husks 
his Entertainment. Do but conſider How it is; 
Jeſus Chriſt calls you ( becauſe ye are blind ) 
tocome to Him for Eye-ſalve; and you'l not go 
tilye can ſee better : you are Naked, and He 
calls you to come and receive change of Ray- 
ment; and you'Inot go till better arrayed: He 
offers you Gold, (for He knows your Poverty ) 
ind you'l not take it, ti!l ſomething of your own 
'togive for it, &c. Look o'r it again, and ſee 
if this be handſom dealing either with your ſelf 
'or Him. It's Free Grace in Redemption that is 
ito be Glorified; but ſomething of your own 
*would lefſez vour necd of Chriſt, and /ower 
*your eſteem of His Grace : Nay, 'twould be 
*ameans to keep you from Him; ( as Farms and 
'Vxen did thoſe full Gueſts from the Wedding- 
*Wpper.) Conſider further, No Man was ever 
'accepted of Chriſt for what he brought to Him - 
"They are beſt welcom that bring nothing, and 
yet expect all things. W hat gave you to Chriſt, 
'or did for Him, or ever can, that might move 
'Him to die for you ? Yea, to be made Sin and 
'a Curſe for you? Did He go into Hell to fetch 
"You thence, and pawn His Sou} ( His precious 
© Soul) 
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< you and be upbraided with, [ O Fools,and ſloy 
* of Heart to believe! ] He knows we have Ne. 
© 1:17, and would have us know that he knoys 
*it; and withal, that He hath «l/ things for us: 
© And for our invincible encouragement, that al 
© things are oxrs ina way of Rzghc ; His purchak 
© hath made themſo-: We are His:nwv:ired Guelts, 
© and ſhall not need to bring our Seat or Proviſion 
< with us. I fſhall add but one conſideration more; 
*(v1z.) Whether your keeping off from Chit, 
©tif] fit for His Preſence, (as ye termit ) be the 
* way to better your ſtate: Search and ſee, i 
© ſomething like Pride be not at bottom : Some- 
*thinsg you would have, e'r you come, that 
< might render you acceptable ; and that youu 
Chave onely from Him ; and you cannot havett, 
© but by coming without it. Redemption hathn 
© it Inknite Treaſures of what we want ; and out 
*Redcemer is infinitely more pleaſed to give them 
* forth, than we to receive them. Think (there 
© fore) you are always hearing that Joyful ſound, 
Fat. 1i.* Come unto Ae, oll ye that Labour, and art 
EY - .. © heauy Laden, and I will give you Reſt: And, 
2*5"'6 Himthat cometh unto Ae, 1 will | 272 20 Wiſe] 
& caſt out. 
Tnf.4, IV. This gives to Believers the higheſt cncolr 
ragement in their Spiritual conflict ; For :f au 
Old Man wa Crucified with Chriſt, {| that toe br 
dy of fin wight be deſtroyed | and the intent 
His death cannot be frultrate; then Sin [ ſpa 
not } have Dominion over you ;, than which 
there's nothing more Fortifies our Faith in fightng 
aoainit 


©Soul)) for your Ranſom ; and can you thin thi 
* He'l {tick at petty Matters? Deſervedly may 
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cainſt fin ; © Nothing more comforts a Soul con- 
ernng the work, and toil of his hands: For, ToRom:5.5. 
rhe away ſin, being the ed of Redemption Pvgp On 
Wo make the work ſure, Chriſt Himſelf was NE 
ide fin ( imputatively , not inherently ;) All 
Mic fins of thote He died for, met on Him; He 
and they were ſo incorporated, as not to be ſe- 
rated but by death: Sin could not dye with- 
ut Chriſt ; Chriſt could not dye without being 
nade fin ; Nor could He dye, but fin muſt dye, . 
ith Him : Whole Chriſt, both Head and Mem- Ts 
ders Univerſally, were all Crucitied together, 
nd They all roſe together; All, excepting in, 
nd that he left in his Grave; and let us remem- 
Wer, it is [ There. ] So that We have nothing to - 
d (in compariſon ) but to take the Prey; for 
eEnemy is beaten to our hands : Eleazar ſlew, * Dam.23 
dthe People return'd after him onely to ſpoil; © 
dſo it is here : and herein is that ſaying verified, _ , 
ne Soweth, and another Reaperh, Our buſineſs /97-4:37+ 
, is to diſplay our General's Trophees; to . 
lof his Victories ; and prepare our ſelves for 
$ Triumph; that we may be ſutable Attendants 
him, at that glorious and long'd-for Day. 
There are Stragling parties ( indeed ) who 
atch for our halting; and ſeldom (elſe) can 
y have advantage againſt us : But their heart 
.Wbroke; and if foliow'd in our Captain's Vidcto- 
us Name, they'l ſtill be Recoiling; Nothing 
-Wents them ore than to ſee you ſtand ro zr £ Your 
rerſary would make you a Bridge of Gold, or 
1a! thing; ( even to the half of his Kingdom ) 
jou would found a Retreat, or {peat mo more 
that Name. Gird FI chore fave rhe Loyns of 
Yeu 
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yeur Mind; let an holy Magnanimity poſſeiMi: i 
you ; as knowing your Conflict ſhall end in yoy 
being Crown'd. You Runnot for an Uucertay 
:y; thercfore fight not as they that beat the Ai 
For, it is Nevertheleſs true, that your Enemy i 
ſtubborn, and your conſtant purſuit will makehig 
deſperate : Since he may not have Quarter, he 
do all he can, Not to die alone; he will ſtands 
his Stumps when his legs are oft, or lye on hi 
back, and fight : ( for his Malice is implacable 
he will never give-over, till quite out of breat! 
( which yct he will not be quzte without, whiles 
have any; We expire together. } But here lt 
the odds; That We, dying in the Conflict, ſhu 
riſe again with Marks of honour, and our Laure 
hold green to Eternity ; yea, we ſhall ſit witho 
Glorious Captain in his Triumphal Chariot, 2 
3.21, butour Enemy lies in Eternal ſilence, 3 
his Name forgot; or Remembred only to Greate 
our Exultation and Glory : Only (as befor 
be ſure you ltand to it; ſet your face as a flint, 
your Lordand Malter did; ) and know, That 
he was not Conſounded. £{> neither ſhall you 
All that he had, you have on vour fide, andt 
Merit of his improvement addzd to it : Wit 
Power the Father gave to hum he delegates to \0! 
even a power over all the power if the Enemy, , 
it were an Aurrdote or Superſcdec, to invalidat 
all that comes againit you. W herefore then ſho 
we doubt? Though they come about you i 
P[118.i2 Bees, Inthe Name of the Lerd you ſhall deſtr 
them, Remember the Advantages you hav 
Beſides the Bruiſing of your Enemy's head, 9 
that incurabiy, your own head is in heaven; 8 


| 
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: isthere as on a Mount, to behold both yours 
| your Enemies poſture, and to ſend-in relief; 
which He never fails to do at « dead lift ; And Ie.4i.15 

He mares enterceſſuon for you , whiles you are c<,25. 4: 
Woiting, His hands are up, and never weary : Heb.7.25; 
Wd therefore you may be confident of ſucceſs. It 

25 by virtue of His prayer, that Peter's Faith 
Wd not fail, when there was but an hairs breadth 
W:tween him and death: The Devil Winnow'd, p,, .., 
it Chriſt tood-by, and held the Wizrd in HY Fer, 31: 
t; But, | 10,11: 
'Laſtly, Suppoſe you be foil'd : Things go Inf. 5: 
not with you as they were wont, or as you ex- 
pected ; and that cafts you back in your Faith 
makes you cry out, If it be ſo, wby am 1 thus ? Gn 25: 
Here the Lord ſays to you ( as once to his Ser= © 
vant Foſhua) Ger thee v1p\, wherefore licſt thou Fiſh.7.10 
[thy ] (diſcouraged) wpon thy Face? There's 
omething to be done; find out the troubler of 


ny peace, and give it no Quarter: Andif it be 
too hard for thee (as certainly it will) cal-in 
tie Mercy promiſed in Pſalm 12, For the oppreſ- 


: Wo £312.41 
onof rbe Poor, for the ſiohing of the Neeay, Mong 


Now will I ariſe ( ſaith the Lord ) and ſet him 
n'® ſafety from him that puffeth at bim: And 
often go-on with your work; let nothing ſtop 
; ou of your boaſting in this Region (this Upper 
Negion) of the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus : 
Up" 7 at let your ſtrength be renewed, (the Jour- 1 King.19 
W'') clſe will be too great for you; ) and in that 1,8: 
W-'cngth ſoar aloft; Take the Wings of that 
Maple, and mount towards Heaven, above all 
ie ſnioak and duſt, both of ſelf-ability, and 
ll-weakneſs, Make your boaſt of God all the 
| R * day 
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© 8ay long; In the Lord have I Righteovuſne! 
© 2nd ſtrength : Of my ſelf I can do nothing; bu 
* through Chriſt (the ſtrength I have from | 
© Redemption ) Nothing ſhall be too hard for me 
1 Cor. 18. © Death, where is thy Sting ? O Hell, where 
$5,56,57.< thy Vilkory ? The ſting of Deaths Sin, anti 


« trengthof Sin z5tbe Law, But, thanks be un 
©God, which giveth us the Wiitory, threugh 


© Lord Feſws Chriſt. 
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Effectual Calling. 


HE Doctrine of Calling. ( which I term 
Eftual to diitieguiſh it from tnat which 1s 
ouryard only, and prevails not) reſpects the 
Means whereby, and the Manner how, God's 
Fe are Actually prepared for that Salvation He 
tith choſen them to: It is God's revealing his 
Sn:zthim ; and he doth it by the holy Gholt ; 1 Per.1.2: 
whoſe Office it is, to Sar&tifie Whom the Father 
hath El:cted,. and Chrilt Redeemed: Theſe three Fudev. 1. 
its of Grace are peculiar to the Three Perſons 
ſpectively ; and are all predicated of the ſame _ 
ubjects, and that as a Party Select, and diſtin- Joh.15.19 
Enhed from o:hers; They are Choſen out of the Rev.14.4 
Vorld; Redcemed from among Men; and taken —_ +4 
'0m among the Gentiles. WOTPry 
5 
Next to the Glory of his Grace, and the ho- 
our of his Son, the Lord kath placed the Bleſſed- 
«5 of his Peop!e, as the principal Scope and End 
all he hath done in the World, or will do. It 
5uld not therefore ttand with his holy wiſdom, to 
ave thoſe he was pleaſed to chooſe unto Salvati- 
n, to the conduct of their own Underſtanding 
) | Id Will; with ſuchother helps as they have 1n 
'mmon with other Men; and thereon to hang 
ie whote of his grcat deſign: For, by ſuch a 
| R 2 courſe, 
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courſe, it would not onely be fraſirable, but cer. 
tainly defeated. For prevention whereof, and 
that the Purpoſe of His Grace might ſtand; Veſl , 
hath made it of the very ſubfanxce of Predeſtin}M - 


tion, to prepare and apply the Means, a well «a 

ro appoint the End; which, inthe Sacred Language MW !** 

2 Pet.1.2js termed, a Giving of all things pertaining to Lift tat 
and Godlineſs. Wor 

The Sum of what I intend here, is compriſed for 

in this Propoſition ; * ; 

That whatever things are requiſite to Sali. * 

tion, are given of God freely to all tit: bi 

Elelt, and wronghkt effettually by the Di this, 


vine Power :, as the neceſſary Mean: il Div 

that Salvation to which he hath appointed Prif 

tbem, ed, 

By [7 Salvation ] here, I underſtand, the Saints By 
perfect ſettlement in Bleſſedneſs and Glory : And with 
by [ things requiſite thereto, ] all thoſe Gifts, Dev 
Graces, and Operations, that are any way neceſlz-ſ deſtt 
ry to their attual obtainment of that State. The ie | 
[| Drvine Power ] is that Ability of workingnd 
which God hath reſerved to Himſelf; and is not the 
Moved or Governed by the Creature's AQ, but *ver 
by the Good pleaſure of His Own Will, lame 
That divers things are Requiſite to Salvation 'ng 
needs no proof : My buſineſs will be to ſhew File! 


1, What thoſe Requiſttes to Salvation are, bod 


2. What Root it 15 they proceed from. Wade 
3. To whoin they do belong, and by what Right. 4p 


4. Thy Way and Manner of God's diſpenſi"s, ; 
them, | eſh, 
fleſh 
L - Wha PT. ! 


Of God s. Sovereignty, &Cc. 
I. 
What theſe Requiſites to Salvation are. 


They are of three ſorts; Some to be done for 
us; Some por us, or zn us; and others by us; 
yet ſo, as Not without the ſpecial affiltance of 
that good Spirit who began the work, and who 
worketh all in all, The Great tbing to be done 
for us (next after EleCtion) is Redemprion from 
in: This was a work of infinite moment, and as 
far above the Undertaking of Creatures; For, 
1, The Jultice of God, that mult be ſatisfied, by 
2 bearing the Curſe due to Tranſgreflors: By 
this, we are ſaved from wrath ; and without This, 
Divine Juſtice will not open the houſe of His 
Priſoners. 2. All Righteouſneſs muſt be fulfill- 
ed, by an abſoiute perfect Subjection to the Law : 
By this we are intereſſed in Eternal Lifez and 
vithour it, there is no Entring into Reſt. 3. The 
Devil ( who had the power” of death ) muſt be 
deſtroyed, and his works of darkneſs (by which 
he leads captive at his will) diſſolved ; That Life 


kingW-and Immortality might be brought to light, and 
the prey delivered. None of which works could . 
ever have been perform'd, but by One of the ' 


lame Nature with the parties peccant or aggreſ- 
ing; and yet equal in power and dignity with 
the Majeſty offended : For which Cauſe and End, 


made uader the Law, &C. That what the Law 
Ould not do, becauſe of its weakneſs through 


fleſh, might perform, and ſo condemn iin in that 
fleſh which gave it entrance. This was the pro- 
yh ber ſubject of the former Head, viz, Redempti- 
R 3 on: 


God ſent-forth His Son waae of a Woman, and ; 


alg4qs 


FM: fleſh, the Son of God in the likeneſs of ſinfull Rom. 8.3, 
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on: The end of which was, To bring-in the next 
ſort of Things requiſite to Salvation, to wit, Such 
aS are to be Done upon and inthe EleCt ; name 
ly, Their Reconcilement to God, and Receiving 
the Adoption of Sons. This 1s the actual per 
formance of what was :ntenriona'ly in EleGio 
and Yiriually in the Death of Chriit; as the ne 
cefſary wey to their ultimate Fnd. 
The ſum of theſe Requiſites confiſts in Fai 
'and Sauitification, the One imports our R'gtr 
the Other our Capacity; Faith nrztles, and Ho 
lineſs mzeerens :; Both which, though expreſs'd a 
rwo, arc alwayes together as if but Ore ; anda 
inſeparable as Light from the Sun : and without 
Theſe, our little world would {till be in darkneſs 
notwithitanding all che light that ſhines about us 
or within us: Neither knowing our danger, nof 
how to eſcape it. | 
I. Faith; This, in general. is that /prree1alligh 
in which we ſee our ſelves by Nature Chart 
of wr.:th, and whotly unable to change our State 
'___ and withill, do apprehend God Fuftifying fret! 
by Hu Grace, through the Redemprion that 154 
R:m44.24 Feſw Chriſt, and to that end, do Roll our ſelve 
upon Him; and give-up vur ſelves to His Lav 
and Government. It is of the Eſſence of Faith, t 
empty the Soul of /e/f: And, | 
1, Cf its own Underſtanding : It j5 a beamdl Fall 
Divine light, which evidenceth all a Man's nat 
ral Knowledgeto be Ignorance and Darkneſs, Yard 
1 Jo.$.20, to Spiritual things : The Apoſtle ſpeaks of 11, 
of a Faculty newly given; and the Nature of 
ICer.2.14 new Objects requires it; For, the Natural mano 


[ cannot ] diſcern the things of God : They's j4/ed 
ave 


ent 
ue 
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ave the beſt Eycs now, were ſometimes8Dark- 
jeſs. 

2, Faith empties the Soul of its own X:ghte- 
wſne(s : (1) By diſcovering the ancleanneſs of 
it; 1ſa. 64. 5. (2) By ſhewing the Necellity 
oa Better ;, Rom. 3.20. (3) In whomthis Better 
Righteouſneſs is to be found; Rom. 10. 4 
(4) That it may be attarn'd and had; Rom. 
1,25, (5 |) That being attain'd, the Soul is ſafe, 
nd may triumph overall; Rom. 8. 34. (6) That 
is Better Righteouſneſs and its own, cannot 


Mind together; Gal. 5. 2. Row. 10. 3. And 
Wiicn, 


1, The next work of Faith is, To empty the 
Sul of its own ſtrength; that 1s, of all Confi- 
knce in Himſelf, as to the «btainment of that 
ktter Righteouſneſs. He makes it ( indeed) his 
uincſs to be ſhut of his own, -and molt gladly 
would be inveſted with the Righteouſneſs oi God; 
bit finds it a matter of tranſcendent difficulty : 
Now he's convinc'd *tis no eafie matter to be ſa- 
ed; ſince to Believe, and to keep the whole 
Law, are things of an qual facility ,, (s. e. the 
e both alike impoſſible to him. ) Burt nothing 
lie knows ) is too hard for God; and therefore 


thes bold of Hts ftrength, to work this Faith in Iſa 27. 5. 


im; and ſo, by a Faith «»ſeen, believes to a 


Wah that is v:/ble - It's Faith, that is at work all 


is while ; tho' the Soul knows it not till after- 


þ Wards. | 


l], The other grand Requilite 1s Santlificatt- 
n, or perſonal inherent Rolineſs, Fuſtificarion 
oy 2 Rightcoulneſs zwpazed; Santtification in- 


8+. The former is Firſt in Order of Nature; 


R 4 © they 
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$ they commence together in point of Time, (1 
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©Lightin the Air at the Suns approach 5 Or, as the 


© reverſing an Outlawry, inſtantly reſtates the 

* party in his former Priviledges; Or, as the can 

© celling a Bill of Attainder, reſtores the Blood; 

© Sanctification is the Divine Nature communict- 

© ted; by which the Old Man is expelld, wi 

© his deeds ; (or rather, ſubdu'd and brought-un 

© der; for they are not totally null'd in this Life 

© Onely ) Proud fleſh is put-down from its ſeat 
©(Cand that's a great matter ;)-its Dominion 1sta- 

© ken away, and the Secd of God enthron'd i 

© its ſtead : And ſo, we are ſaid to be Tranſat 

Col. 1.13, 0t of Satan's Kingdom ( or Governtnent ) i 
Chriſt's, It 1s ſometime called Regeneration,(0 

Job. 3.7. a being born-agen : ) The ſeparating a Man fro 
Rim. 11. his wild Stock, and grafting him into the True 
I7- The forming of Chriſt in us; and the Law wrll 

ten in the Heart; (z. e. Diſpoſitions accordingtc 
God; or an heart after His own. } It's all 
termd, The paſſing away cf Old things, and 
becoming New of All; There's a change of Pri 
ciples, Scope, and End of a Man's Life. Ne 


2C0r5$.17 


that the old Faculties are blotted out, or deſtro! 
C:/.3.10. ed, but reduc'd, or Renew'd, according to the 


Image of Flim that createrh tr: As the BodV 
when it is Regenerated, ( or raiſed-apen ) ſhal 
be the ſame that was ſow'n; but ſo chang d ant 
dignif'd in its qualities, as if it were qnothe! 
So, in the Sov!'s Regeneration, the ſame Under 


ſtanding, Will, affections, do remain ; but quit 
otherwiſe diÞpos'd and qualih d, according to the 
« Ard 
 * 10s 18 fo main aRequilite to Salvatton, that we 


New Objects they are to converſe with. 
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tare not capable of Heaven without it : Even 

hel the Lock! Heaven would not be a place of Hap- 
theſſWpineſs- ro a Soul unſanctitied, No Communion 

anM' there without Concord : And, that's the Reaſon 

d; M'why Spiritual Notions are fo diſguſtfull to Car- 
can! Men; and if they cannot endure the ſhadow, 

vin how ſhould they bear the Subſtance and T bing 
un; [cf ? In this work, the Soul 1s paſſive : But, 
iteMbzing thus quickened by the Spirit of Life from 
eaMGod, and ſer upon their feet; they are capaci- 
2-Wtited for Ait:on; and Now (fay they, as Danel, Dan.rc.c, 
1 Vow) let my Lord ſpeak, for thou baſt ſtreng- 1g. 
area thered we. And thenceforth, their work and bu- 

mW ineſs is, To glorifie that Grace which hath ſaved 
(ofiiin; To walk before God in the daily Exerciſe 

ron thoſe Graces He hath given them ; and to preſs 

ue Weiler Perfetion; 7. e. a Ripeneſs in Grace, or 
nk 3eerrzeſs for that State of Glory which all theſe 

g to :te preparatory to; ( which the Scripture calls, 
al'o 4 walkzng worthy of the Lord :) To ſhew forth his 

4 MF Praiſes, the Virtues of Him that hath called them 3 

i Making His Law thcir Rule, and His Glory their 

No End, above all . and all in a way of dutiful Gra- 
0 fitude : For, tho? ye may, and ovght to have re- 

tall ſpect to your own Salvation. Peace, and Com- 
dr ort; yet fo, as to fubſtitute all to the Glory of 
haWthe Grace of God : And take this ( by the way ) 
ano encourage you in your Duty, That the Glory 

11 Yof God, and His People's Bleſſedneſs, are ſo in-M 
cerFtertwitted, as never to be divided : Whiles ye 
uit Weep Thar moſt directly in your Eye and Scope, 
the Jour own Concerns are moſt currently going-on 


\rd = fall-in together, and keep in the ſame Chan- 
Wane, 
art 


WH. Whence 
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Whence theſe Requiſites to Salvation come, 


© That Men might know themſelves to be Cres 
© rzres; 'twas needful to know, the World had 
*a beginming, by Whom, and How : And nolef 
*needful to know the Orrginal of the World re-ſþiy 0 
*new'd. The not-minding of which may have; lin 
© been the occaſion of Men's aſcribing the New 
© Creation to the Concourſe of Free-w:ll toms; 
© which ſeems (at leaſt) as irrational as the con- 
©tingent coming: together of the Viſible Frame. 

Our preſent Enquiry (therefore) is, Touching MWricnd 
the Azrthor of Faith and Holineſs; what Root rae 
they ſpring-from : Who, or What, is the Ef-Merdin 
cient Cauſe of Regeneration what Power it]Wc 1 
is by which the New-Creature is formed and: br; 
brought-forth ? Our Afſertion 1s, That the New Fl: 
Creature is God's workmanſhip [ entirely and«Wpire t} 
lone. ] This the Scripture ſeems evident for : But, Wennot 
being a Truth unacceptable to Nature; and there 
being ſome, who Owning the Name deny the 
Thing; we muſt the more intently look to the 
proof of it: And our. Argument for it is this; 
That. che New Creature muſt be wrought eutt! 


lf : 
nd p! 
Dut L 


4 


RS 
Mitue 
ut 15 
Ive © 


ul a1, 


by a | Divine | Power , Or, by a [ Natura! | Weng | 
Power; Or, by the Concurrence of [ both :0g6-FWinot 
ther, But, bey 


I. It cannot be wrouvht by a Natnral Powers Win i; 

and that for ſuch Reaſons as theſc among others. Fitura| 

1, Becauſe it isa Creature ; and of all Ci1e#Word, t 

tures the Nobleſt and moſtexcelient, All the /11-Wito it 

euoſi inthe World are not ableto make an Atom: Win 7 

They may refine and ſublimare things that wks tary 
3b 


Mm: 
rt 


bl 
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Ft cannot arve heing to the leaſt thing that z 


\;te, How then ſhould the Natural Mah give 


ring to the New Creation? To ſuppoſe ſuch a 


ing, would be a degrading to the Divine Na- 
ures, Aſetting the Image of the Heavenly below 
tat of the Earthiy; For, He that builds, 1s wor- 


ty of more Honour than the thing that is built z-5.3.;. 
Shy th 
| \ Mm. 


'2, Nothing can afford That it hath not in it 77. 
If; Now, Every Soul in Nature is Darkneſs, 

7d poſſeſt with an babitual averſion from God: 
But Light is not brought out of Darkneſs, nor 
Friendſhip out of Enmity : No man will expect 
Grapes from Thorns ; the Product will be ac-, 

prding to That of which it 15 produced ; Every 

ed will have its ewn body, An evil Tree Cati- y.rn 11 
'0t bring forth £094 Fruit; That which ts born of Joh. 3 6. 
ie Fleſy 35 fleſh, and will never be better : There- 

ire the New Creature being a Divine Thing, 

nnot be Educed of Natural Principles. 

3. The Narurai Man is not onely vo:dof all 77 p 
ue and property that tenas to Regeneration ; 

ut is Oppoſere thereto: To be grafted into the 21. 11.24 
ve Olive-trec, is contrary to Nature; The car- 8.7. 
ul mind ts Enmity avainſt God : And Enmity 

King a Principle uncapable of Reconcilement, it 

mot be ſuppoſed it will help to deſtroy it (elf. 

bey will or ſo much as ſeck after God, nor take Pf, 16. 4, 
mito thezr thoughrs. Satan they follow with 7g, 44 
tural Miction 3 but as for the V Vord of the : 
"Md, they profeſs {toutly, They will nor bearken 

Mo it; They have loved Strangers, and after Jor.44.16 
ber they wb! noe : -S0 deſperately Wicked are rhe 0.2.25. 
are of 11cn; they are even made-up »f fleſhly +179. 

luſts 
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luſis which war again/? the Sou!, And whatſoeved 1 - 

hath reſpect to its Happy Reſtorement. Andthigf,q ;1, 

Enmity 1s maintained and animated ;  FY 

( 1.) By the Darkneſs that is in them ;, whic hough 

all men in Nature are filled with ; or with fal 

tights, which arc equally pernicious and obſtrud 

veto this Work : By reaſon whereof, the mallifhy,;ic 

glorious objeGs (though juſt afore them) ar wal: 

x Cor. 2. hid from their Eyes; They do not, nor theycaiſf,,;. 

14-n0t diſcern the Things which are of God: Tie... , 

have falſe Conceptions of every thing ; Call Guys 

evil, and cvil Good, put light for darkneſs, at " 

aarkneſs for light ; and the moſt excellent thing 11, 

are commonly furtheſt off their approbation: l'Wz,/4 

a known Experiment, That the more Spirit ,, 

any Truth is, the more will carnal Reaſon objec... 

- againſt it  ZZow can theſe things be ? and Ho ecies 

can this Man give uw of His fleſh to eat ? BY iſtirte, 

the underſtanding that Men have afore Conv! 1 

ſion, they are but more itrongly prejudicWre c% 

againſt the Truth : As 17.18, 1Cor.1.19-- Syn $ 

(2.) This Enmity is further Confirm'd rp, 

Fix'd, by the NVaturality of it. If it were Ut.t 

Adventitious quality, it might poſſibly be ſept cn, 

rated : But Now it cannor by Humane povWrj . 

And that it is Natural appears, in that the Un te Gy, 

ver/alityof Mankind is infeted with it :/ It 151, 

*;2. Here and There One; But Al! and Every re def 

f Fews and Gentiles, are all under fin; None th ep G 

underſtandety, None that ſecketh after God ood 7 

Gen. 5.13. None that doth good, no not One : Every "4c y,,; 

. nation of their heart ts onely Evil, and that C0 cked 
Jer.10.14 tinua:ly, Every Man ts brutiſh, and arg, 


es 2 filby: and this is their Root; Conceiv'd 


ullets 
Wwer 


Rom.. 9» 
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1 aſtray from the Womb:, Qc. It alſo grows-np 
ve-ith them, and the longer it lives the worſe it 1s, 
dthe more Impregnable: It 1s not ſubjett to the SOEI7s 
aw of God, neuher indeed | can be, ] And 
hough ( at times) they look another way, (like 
ullets of Stone or Lead, which acted by a foreign 
wwer, are mounted into the Air; ) their apward 
lotion quickly ceaſeth, becauſe it was not 1Va- 
W/; they come-again to their Center of their 
wnaccord, and there they will live and die; As 
"F125 verified in Saul, Ahab, Agrippa, and 
Wtecrs. 
i 1. The New Creature cannot be the Product 
Natural Power, becauſe every thing is Re- 
ev'd and Improv'd according to the Nature of 
tat which receives it. Plants and other Crea- 
res, turn all their Nouriſhment into their own 
ppecies and Property : A Vine and a Thiſtle both 
anted in one Soil, have the ſame Sun, Dew, Air, 
idother Influences common to both ; yet, each- 
ne Converts the whole of that it receives into its 
Wn Subſtance and Kind : You may Plant and 
ne, and Dig and Dung an evil Tree, beſtow 
W'iat coſt and pains you wiil uponit; it does all 
Mtenable the more pregnent Production of evil 
uit: Juſt ſo doth the Natural Man, even tra 
tt Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs: As to the Jud 
ure all things are pure, ſo to the Impure all things GO 
re defiled, David by his affliftions learned to Pſal 119. 
ep God's Law, but AhaZ treſpaſſed yet more: 6%. 
Wood Foſiah his heart melts at reading the Law, * ©#1-28, 
Khurmbles bimſelf, and falls ro Reforming 5 but were 
cked Fehoiakim, he cuts the Roll in pieces and 31. 
burns 1er.36.23 
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barns sr: Thus Sim, (2.e, Corrupt Nature 
O78. works death by that which ts Good. 

" I. The New Creature is not wrought byt 
Concarrence of Divine and Natural Lower [ 
nes | For, ceaſet 

E The Holy Ghoſt nzeds no aſſiſtance in HY" P 
Rs Who and W here is he that ttoud-up folſe*©n, 
F*b 33.4. his help, when He moved on the Waters, 1 te £ 
Jars brought-forth this World into form ? When Hz 
; 1s Weighted the Mountains in Scales, and tbe Hi wpainſ 
"in + Bailance? He that made all things of Nos, it 
thing, cannot be ſuppoſed to need the aid of anW* 
As Man had nothing to do in the Conceptionc (3. 
Chriſt's Humane Nature, but the Power of 1g re 
oſt High was alone 1n that work; fo alfott! Holy 
informing Chriſt within is. Why ſhould He cal 
in the aid of another, unleſs deficient of Himſel 
And He muſt orcatly be put to it that taices-in tl 
he] P of an Enemy. 
If the Holy Ghoſt had need of Help, t: 
eſt affords Him not the le2%: For, 
C1.) The Natural Man i without ſtrentt! 
The beſt-Natur'd Man i'th* Worid ( untill Regt 

[.nerate ) is but Fleſh; And all Fleſh is gr4f, ® 

* the glory of it as the flower of graſs. which fad: 
ina Moment; It's «2 Arm thair hath 9 j;rengt 

'Andit1s not ſo one!y init ſelf, but it renders wen 
and impotent what ever relyes upon it, or Mi) 
be uſed by it, for any ſpiritual End: A Straw! 
the hand of a Giant will male no deepcr imprcl 
on than if it inthe hand of a Stripling) The Ls 
it ſelf, which was Ordazned to Life, 15 maar wi 
abrangh the fle(h. 


( 2.) The Fleſhis an oppoſite principle, at pe! 
| jc 
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k& Enmity againſt the Hcly Seed ; (as you ſee 
fore: ) It anſwers as Pharaoh, Who 15 the Lord Exod.s.2, 
that I ſhould Obey Him? Its whole bufineſs is to 
uſh the workings of the Spirit ; and the Conflict 
ceafeth not, but in the total Overthrow of the 
More Party. The Fleſh and the Spirir always have 
been, are, and will be Two: Yea, even where 
he Enmity hath Toft its Domzr:on, it will main- 
ina Conflict to the laſt : And if the one fights 
Wecainſt the other after the New Creature is form- 
d, it will doubtleſs oppoſe the firſt formation of 
, 
(3.) If we ſhould ſuppoſe the fleſh able, in 
MW") reſpect, to give aſſiſtance in this work; the 
Holy Ghoſt would none of it : What Concord hath 2 Cor, ;- 
od with Belial ? ſuch Mtxtures are Abowmination 15, 
b Him: He would not permit His people to 2*#*+ 22- 
Wks a: Ox and an Aﬀe together in Ploughing ; Dext:22'6 
'or to ſow thetr Land with divers Seeds: Andif 
Wouilding an Altar, their Tool were lift-up upon x,. 25.25 
I, the Lord reckons it defiled. 
(4.) Suppoſe a poſſibility of ConjunQion ; 
Vhat would be the iſſue of it? When the Sons of Gen. 6. 4. 
0a went-in to the Daughters of Men, Giants 
ere bornrothem. If Creatures of ſeveral kinds 
ould couple-together, what can be produc'd but 
Monſter in Nature ? ſuch Monſters in Spirituals, 
e Hypocrites and temporary believers; In 
FW'"om there is ſomething begotten on the will of 
an, by the Common itrivings and enlightnings 
| the Spirit ; whichattains to a kind of formality; 
ut proves (inthe end) a lump of dead fleſh; It 
ver comes to be a New Creature; as you fee 
\derod and Agripps. An Owl's Egg, though 
| hatcht 
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hatcht by a Dove or Eagle , will prove but x 
Night-bird; The Seed of the bond-woman yill 
be Carnal, though Abraham himſelf be the Fa 
ther of it. 
_ To Illuſtrate this a little, I would briefly re 
count what molt probably ſhould influence the 
Hearts of Men, and lead them to Repentance; 
with their common (if not conſtant ) Efec, 
whenleft to their Free will improvements : I re. 
duce them to five, A Profperous Condition, Af- 
fictions, The Word of God , The Strivings of 
the Spirit, and Miracles. 
1. Proſperity: This we fin4 hath not doneit: 
How many have een the worſe, an4 how fey 
Deut. 22 (if any ) the befter for it? Feſhurun waxed fat 
15,4nd kicked: In the time of the Judges, when 
ever they had reſpite from trouble, they preſent: 
ly fell to Idolatry : when Uzz:ah was (trong, 
2 Cor w his Heart was lifted-nup to his deſtrnition, Te 
' Papacy, atthis day, and for Centuries paſt ; who 
in ſuch ſplendid Proſperity, and who ſo wicked: 
They are not in Trouble like other Men, their 
eyes ſtand out with ftneſs, &c. But are they 
Pſu. 713. bettered by it? No, Pride compaſſeth ther avou 
like a Chain, and they ſet their Months again} 
Iſa.25.10 the Heavens, Let favour be ſhewed to the wickth 
yer will he not learn Righteouſneſs. | 
2. Aﬀiictions and Fudgments will not doit. | 
Ames 4.6.appears by Amos, That that People were loaded 
12-with variety of Judgments; yer hey rrned 1 
Ja: 1.5. to Him that ſmote them;, The mire they we! 
57-17 Bricken, the more they Revilted, The Lord ns 
wroth with Ephraim, and ſmete him; He hid 1 
face from Him, and was wroth : (which if an) 
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ing, ſhould have Moved him : But what cares 
[{MEpbraim? He went on frowaraly in the way of his 
MH: art, The Fews continue to this day in the!e 

unbelicf, though wrarh be come upon them to rhe 
MWiicrm0//7. Lhe Antichriſtian world, when vials. 
effi wrath were poured-forth upon them; rhey Rev.1s 5 
Blaſphemed God, and Repented not ; Thus, Bray 11. 


t, i Fool in 4 Mortar 2 Yes will not his Foolijk neſs Poogtl 
e Wepart from him, < ts 


1, The Word of God, -and his Ordinances : 

Neither is it in theſe to turn the heart back-again, 

\f this,, the People of 1/rael are a pregnant Ex- 

mple; To them were Commuted the Oracles of ON 

od; No Nation had God fo mph them as they } Ing 

ad yct the moſt ſtubborn ſtiff-necked People that 

er the earth bore. The Lord ſends them His 9 Chy.36. 

'ropnets, riſing early and ſending ; And ſee how . 15,36. 

dey'r uſed ! Firſt, they ſlight Hu Meſſengers, Jer.25.3, 
id ſend them away ewpty - Then they fall to_ 4 

rating and in p'iſoning of them; yea, they pro- Jerc37.1% 
ed further (for this Enmity knows no bounds,) * 

wme they Stoned, Others they f{-w with the Lube 20. 

ord; When was there One that eſcaped them? 10-- 15. 

tlſt, He ſends them His Sor; Surelv, they'l 

MWrocrence Elim ! No, This is the Heir ;, Come, Mat. 2Is 

tw hill Zim: And thus they went- on Tl! there , OW -y 

4 no Remedy, ' : 15, 
4. The World of Ungodly in Noah's time : 

iter warning of the Flood, they had the Spsrie 

/ Cod ſtriving withthem S ixſcore years together © Gen. 6 3. 

"1 yet, not a Man in the whole Univerſe pre- 

ued-upon. The People in the Wilderneſs; 

WW many ways did the Lord itrive with them, 

! Mighty Deliverances, Terrible Appearances, 

n 5 Mer- 
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Merciful Provicences, Dreadful Judgments ; An 
: ti1s,Fourty years tozcther land yet, jtill they wen 
Ji-*3t on R evelitng againſt Him,and vexii's his boly ſpint 
5. Aftraicles will rot Qo it: What a Multituc 
of Theſe mingled with Judgment, were hey 
£x17, », Bpon Pharaoh ! All which did bur further harde 
1. 22, tim. Then the People in the Wilderneſs; Tak 
c>.8.1c. Lut that one Initance of Korah and his Company 
ch.5-7SXCThe Earth clave aſunder, and ſwallowed-up tht 
Num. 14. chick of the Mutinecrs, with all that they had 
22.T hey went alive into the Pit ; Two hundredand 
35- fifty more were conſumed by fire from Heaven 
W hich one would think ſhould cauſe them toe: 
the Lord, and do no morc preſumptuouſly : an 
yet, the ze.xr thing we hear of them, on the vel 
Morrow, they are at it again; And that not 
.41. Party of them, but the whole Congregarion, 
Z->- +, AV which confidered, and laid-rogether; 
= follows with much Evidence, 
> 111, That the New Creature 3s the Proautti 
Divine Poyer | alone, | 
The Evangelitt 7ohn 1s clear on our fide, touci 
. ing this Original and Pedigree of it; Both whe 
It iS or, and whe::ce it rs: (ris born not of blood 
joh.1.12.7.,e., It belongs nut to, nor is brought forth in an 
as they are en made of fleſh and blood, Not 
'they arc Abrai:m's Seed according to rhe fleſh 
/* Nor 1s it born of the will of the fleſh - Th 
The carnal and ſenſual affeRions have nothing. 
Go in the ſpiritual-birth: Wor of rhe will of M41 
The Rational Faculties, by which Men are ſe 
above the Rank of other Creatures ; even The 
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do not contribute towards our Divine S«:*9f 


1ut it is of Goa, 1.e, Itis His Work alone; 9 
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Vc Natural Man hath nothing to do in that birth : 
"Whe is as per fettly nnattive init, as the Dry bones 
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cauſing themſelves to Live; Or as Lazar in _ _ 
Reviving himſelf; of whom 1t 1s ſaid, He rhar Jþ,i 1,1 


Wi dead cme-forch bound and andfoor;, W hich 


rasſuch a Demonttration of Divine Power, that 
he Phariſees themſelves acknowledge, /f they 
wr ict im alone, all men will belicve in Him, Ve. 48 


W4nd if it were not ſo, the Lord alone ſhould not 


ecxalted,) And with this falls-in thatother bc- Re 
ved Diſciple Fames, Of His own Will begat He her 
: 1,e, By His Own Divine Power, He forms * 
nd br:4295-forth the New Creation, without any 
fitance from the Old, or Co-operation of it : 

ney contribute no more to it, than thoſe who 
kep1in the duſt, to their own Reſurrection. Peter; ; pet. x. 
ealſo tells us, Jt 1s born of Incerruprible Seed: 23 
nd Fo/277, again, That Ir 75 born of the Spirit Js. 3.8. 
ach is, plainly, to be of the Off-ſpring of God. 
f like tenour is that of the Prophet, Thou haſt 
ro: ht all our wcrits inns; and that of Paul, We 
thir workmanſhip; As«lfo That of the Pſalmiſt, 
tus He that hath made 15 ( and not we our ſelves) Pſ 100.26 
is People, We find it here, and in Fohn, cx- 

eld both Negatively and Poſitively ; as pur - 

ſly and for ever to exclude What-ever is in Man, 

"mM being /o much as rhortght contributary to the 

ww Creation ; and that the whole Work might 

t rather'd upon God ox!y: VVhich is indeed, 

© Natural Reſult of all thoſe Scriptures which 

ak of it unJer the Notion of a Crearare ; which 

eſarily implies, That the whole of It { both 

Hatter and Form) is from the Creator : For. in 

i, a Creatare's foundation is Nething, beſides 

S 2 the 


Iſa.25.12 
Eph.2 10s 
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the good pleaſure of God, It may further be No- 
ted, That in James, The Father of Lights 1s ſaid 
to begert it; and in the Galarhiauns, Feruſale 
which is above, is ſaid to be the Mother of it; and 
in Fob (as afore) that It is borz of the Spirit: 
And, if Father and other, Begetrer and bring 
er-forth, are bothin Heaven; what ſhall the Mz 
of Earth found his pretenſions upon, as to th 
Parentage of the New Creature ? 

And further, Itis worthy of Remark. 

1. V Vhat ſort of Inſtruments were moſtly uſed 
in this VVork:; Not the Learned, but litera 
Men: And of Theſe, {ch moſt eminently, 


> Cy, x, bad neither elegancy of Speech, Nor Majeltici 


10. preſence : And the End of this was, That | 
might appear, and Men might be Convinced, Tha 
8 Cor," 0%, therr Fan fiood ngt in (was neither made No 
4,5: maintain'd by) rhe Wiſdom of Aden, but i 


Powcr of God 
2. The nataral unaptxeſs of the Perſons (com 
monly ) wrought upon, to Recezve thoſe hig 
born Principles - Not many of the Wiſe and Ni 
ble; but the pocr, baſe, and fooliſh; (i.e. | 
compariſon of Others, ) And why Theſe? Trul 
it was tomake good the Truth that's here aſſerted 
z Cor. 1. VIZ, That 70 fleſh might Glory in His preſent 
25,2)*And yet likewiſe take Notice, That the W:/ea 
Noble were not excluded ; V Vitneſs the wiſe 
| Hlerod's Steward, Foſeph, Nicodemus, and Se 
Any 13-!'g314 Paulus, a Prudent Van; V Vhich further | 
luſtrates the Power of God, in that He did, © 
thoſe weak and contempytible Means, bring-107 
ſo ſuc'1as Theſe. | 
3. The Scripture's ſo'empbaticaly aſribug! 
Yo 


VVo! 
very 1 
ſo Cot 
rl M 
VVor 
The F, 
k depe 
TY 
Our $: 
WL 
ain, 
Power, 
Coriſt | 
of all | 
Ice Str 


Ever 15 
v1 Rel, 
ndeed 


uf bein 


here ) 
To ol 
wſes, 


ral thi: 


ters 


Of God's Sovereignty, &c. 


VVork unto God : which kind of aſcription were 
rery improper, if Faith and Holineſs were things 
obCommon, and eafily attaind; and the Naru- 
rs) Man ſo Able and YVreao:cs an Engine in that 

\Vork, as moſt Men imagine. Paz {tiles it 

The Faith of the Operation of God: Iſaiah makesCl. 2.12 
tdependent on the Arm of the Lord (Revealed | Iſa.53.1, 
(i.c, Made-bare, and put-forth to the urmoſt - ) 

Our Saviour, He attributes it to Gedrhe Father, 

| Lord of Heaven and Earth: | And Paul, 

ain, To the exceeding Greatneſs of His Mighty 

Puw:r, even the ſame by which He raiſed Feſus 

Ciriſt from the Dead; Even Then, when the ins 

f all His People lay upon Him ; And all the Ma- 

Ice Strength and Subtilty of the Powers of Dark- 

5, were up in Arms againſt it; Which was 

(indeed ) the higheit Indication of Divine Pow- 

7, tnat ever was put-forth or ſhall be, 

[1]. 

Our next Enquiry is, Who thoſe bleſſed Ones 
are to whom theſe Requiſites to Salvation do 
belong? and by what ritle ? 

The anſwer is, They all do belong to Eleft Per- 

m:, and that in right of ther Election, Ell 
M e/icver, are Convertible terms; Every Be- 
Ever 15 an Elect perſon, and every Elect perſon 
1%eliever, or ſhall be in his time. This ;\ight 
nzeed) 1s nextly founded upon Redemption ; 
I: being Originaly from Eleftion, I ſhall ſpeak 
lere) oneiy to That. 

To put Effects in the place of Ciuſes; and 

wes, of Effects; is a preat abſurdity in Va- 

ral things : an1 yet how prone are we to it, if 
atters of Divine Concernment | which chiefly 
d-3 Comes 
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cones from the pride of our Spirits, who fain 
woul.1 be Some- body in procuring our own hap 
pineſs; and do therefore aſcrive 1t to 47y Cauſe 
rather than That which 1s proper tort, This is 
C'reat Evil : and the more perilous and catching 
be.auſe eſpouſed by Some of no-common-pro 
felſhon ; and that with great pretences of Realy 
for it, To refute wl.ich, your moit Rationa 
courſe will be, to ſearch and conſult the Seripuures 
whoſe tcitimony and right Reaſon do always ſort 
together : And if by this Aſcent you follow Sal 
vation, and all the Conducements thereto, uptc 
their Head; you ſhall find them All to be intirely 
and abſolutely of God, and contained in the ſame 
Decree : and conſequently, That Fazth and Ho 
{neſs are the Effect and certain Conſequent j 
Election. 

1c genuine Import of Scripture-Salvation, | 
broad and comprehenſive ; extending to all man 
ncrof Requiſites. which any way conduce to tit 
perfect accompliſhment of the thing it ſelf : Out 
ward Salvation, what ever belongs to the Out 
ward Man's preſervation; As Water , Þrea! 
Walls, Bulwarx«s, &-c. Ifa. 26. 1. Salvatu 
w {1 zppount Walls and Pulwarkss i,e. Tre pro 
miſe of Salvation, implies and carries in 1t, 3 
things pertaining to Safety : So, Spiritual Sail 
cron, what ever pertains to Bleſſcedneis 3" 
Glory; as Redemption, Faith, FHulinsſs, W 
Holaimg ont torhe End: Amis of which being 39 
fent, would invalidateal} the re{t ; ( as one Ko" 
of a adder pluck'd-out, hinders your aſcent i 
the top.) If One gives me a picce of [,and tial 
js round incloſed; the Law gives mc a Way" 
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(though no expreſs mention thereof in my 
Need ) ſo as to take the profits; His gift would 
Itherwiſe little avail Me. Salvation is That the 
:& are endowed-with ; Faith and Holineſs, the 
eſſary Way to their actual poſſeſhon : And 
terefore, Theſe they mult be ordained unto(and 
re) as well as to Salvation it ſelf; For, being 
redeſtinate to the Adoption of Sons, and to be Rv. 8. 28, 
formed to the Image of Chriſt z which is not £/b- 1-5. 
xrfectly accompliſhed till His appearing in Glo- ” 100 3ds 
7) they muſt be Predeſtinate alſo to all thoſe in- 
rmediate Diſpenſations and Graces, which are 
quiſite thereto : For, Right to the End, gives 
icht tothe Jeans: They are therefore ſaid to 
te Choſen to Salvation | throngh ] Santtifica- 2 Th. 2. 
un of the Spirit, and belief of the Truth, In * 
der of Intention.Gcod wills the End firit,and then 
Means: In Order of Execution, the Means 
It, as directive to that End - The End 1s the Rv. 8. 30e 
ui of the Means, and Eli{ion the Caule of Eph. 2:4» 
vt bm both, 8.18 
The Promiſe of Canaan to Alraham*s Seed, 
id vireccally contain what ever muſt come be- 
ren te making of the Promiſe, and the final 
7rmance of it; As ( 1.) To multiply his Seed 
"Wo 2 Nation. (2.) To keep Efar, Laban, 
'F"1 Others, from hurting them. ( 3.) To pro- 
ide for them in time of Famine. ( 4.) to pre- 
"Wrve and increaſe them in Ey ypr, notwithſtand- 
"the Foyprians craft and cruelty to ſuppreſs 
em. (5.) To hring them forth with an high 
an, in contempt of Pharaoh's Reſolvedncſs 
giin{t it and his Potency to withitand it. (6 ) To 
videthe Seca before them, and provile them 4 

$4 Table 


A PraFical Diſconrſe 
Table in the Wilderneſs. 
Enemies hearts to faint, and become as Water, 
(8) To ſend the Hornet before them , and to 
fipht for them, &c. (For Otherwiſe, the Lords 
giving them Canaan, had been but as the Pope's 
giving England to the Spaniara, that is, If he 
could getit.) Andlaltly, To pardon their mani 
fold great and high Provocations ; by which they 
expoſea themſelves to wrath and extirpation 
daily, So 1s it inthe Caſe of Elettion; It drays 
with it even All that 1s tendent to the Saints aQ- 
al Inveltiture with Glory. The Apoſtle therefore 
Iinketh Eternity paſt with Eternity ro-come; He 
makes Eleftion and Glorification the two ex: 
tream points of the Compaſs ; Cail:ng and Juju 
fication (which are parts intermediate) he founds 
upon the Fzr/?, in order to the Laſt; and gives 
you their Set-courſe, in Roz. 8. 38, I hom H 
aid Foreknow, Them alſo He did Prcadcſtinatt, 
(To what?) ro be conformed to the Imare of HY 
Son; Ana whom He did Predeſtinare, ther alſ 
He Called, ( And what did He Call them to? 
2 Fct.1.3. He Called them to Holine(s, to Giory and V'ir- 

tre: ) And whom He Called, thei alſo He Fil 

fied and Glorificd: Theſe Al! do belong to On 

and the ſame perſcns, and that by virtue © 

the Decree; and no one of them .did ever £0 


(7) To cauſe their 


The like Stcceſſion of Cauſes and EfleCts ye 
Exel 165. have in the 16th of Ezekiel; The Lord knds the 
*-12-jq their blood, that is, in their Natural lolt Con 
dition : He enters into Covent with them, anc 

makes them His Own; (there's EleQion : ) Tre 

He W-ſhes them, and that throvghly ; (ti 


er | 
there” 
onſut 
re hay 
zme ] 
ly; ( 
ot thi 
hoſt 
3nd h: 
mitted 
2nd ac 
y On 
verr } 
yere ( 
ns Er 
rates 
El'&1, 
Wwe br 
wr G6 
ud to 
As Mm; 
heved 
(Who! 
Erect 
Ficth, 
KNOW 
Th: 
ved 
bod, 
fven 
lex : 
3 to 
Plicitl: 
h uy 7 


Of God's Sovereignty, &c. 265 
tir Juſtification: ) And then Adorns them, 
there's their SanRification ; ) which alwayes is 
onſummated in Glory. Inthe 17 t of the As, 257 17; 
ec have Paul preaching at: 1 hefſſalomca: The 1-5. 
me Poctrine was propounded to all indefinite- 

; (and it muſt be ſo, for the Miniſter knows 

ot the Elect from other Men : ) But rhe Holy 

hoſt, who ſearcheth the deep things of God, 

nd hath the Management of this Work com- 

mitted to Him, He knew the Elect by Name, 7oh.10.3, 
nd accordingly took them; Gather'd them One 

5 One, (each One in his proper time) and open'd 114-27.12 
bir Ear to Diſciplize ; Making them That they 

zere Choſen to be. And the ſame Apolile, in 

is Epiſtle to the Theſſaloniavs, where he Cele- 

rates the Effects of this Sermon, brings-1n their 

Elon as the Cauſe of their Converſion; Know- 1 Tie r, 
"7 Brethren beloved, your Eleition of Gid;, | For ] 4:5. 
mr Goſpel came not to you in Word only, (as It 
ud to others) but in Power ; So in the Atts, 
4s many as were Ordained to Eternal Life, be- 
0 Mlrred: And the Lord added to the Church daily, 
- vhom did He adde ? )) ſuch as ſhou!d be ſaved. 
rf folrrat Calling is a ſure Demonſtration ' of 

Jef icitio, and the firſt Effect by which it can' be 
olMinuwn, 

co That precious Faith through which we are 

ved, is obtained rhrough the Righteouſneſs. of * 79147 
JW '7, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. (1) It 1s 

fen through the Righteouſneſs of God the Fa- 

er; and ſo, it cither reſpe&s His Ordaining 

5 to Eternal Life; In which Act He did im- 

Picitly engage Himſelf to give us Faith, (which 

Wy therefare be called, The Faiih of God's Tit. 1.7. 
Eleft 2) 


Aft. I 3, 43 
ch.2.47s 
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Elect: ) Orelfe, it reſpets: His Promiſe made 


Iſ2.53-10 to Chrilt, That /ertinc His Soul an Offering far 


Fi; 1.2: 


wich 


2 7im.1.0 


Eph.1.5. 


fin, He ſhould ſee Hs ſeed; Or it may be in 
tended of both. (2) The Righteouſneſs of 
Chritt is concerned in it two wayes; 1. As the 
Meriting or procuring Cauſe thereof ; and{o this 
Faith belongs, of Right, to every one He died 
for, according to Phil. 1.29, Or, 2, As Heis 
that faithfull Servant, who gives to every Oneac 
cording as He hath received of the Father for 
them. In all which reſpects, it evidently floys 
from Election. To confirm which, he ſayesex- 
preſly in his former Epiltle, That they were 
Elected unto Obedience ,, and ſprinkling of tht 
blood of Feſws Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1,2. So, The My: 
ftery of Hu Will s ſaid tobe ade known, ts 
cording to Hu good pleaſure which He had pur- 
poſed in Himſelf. The ſame Intendment we have 


ICor.1.181n the Corrimths; The preaching of the Goſpel » 


AI 9. 


ro them that periſh Fooliſhneſt; but to Us who 
are | Saved ] it is the Power of God: Andn 
Tiwothy, Wno bath | Saved | us, and Callcd 
with an Holy Calling : In both places, Saving 1s 
put afore Calling; and then jt mult be afore Faith: 
And how Men are Saved before they Belteot, 
unleſs by Eleftion, (or Redemption, which is com- 
menſurate with EleCtion) doth not appear to 5. 
To this purpoſe *tis further Obſervable , tnat N 
Rom. 8. the Apoſtle ſets Predeſtinarion afore 
Calling, as in T*mothy, and the Corinths, hc dof 


23, Savinz; And in Row. 9. he puts Calling in 3 
24 tenſe ſubſcquent to Eleftion or Preparing wil! 


Gory. 
The Apoſtle 7ude, his ſentence alſo accords 
| wit 


pith 1 
anct1 
* (4 
red | 
n this 
: will 
nthe 
painly 
nldr 
rote 
{'S; 
ng | 
[C12te 
0t be 
and 
calle 
war, 
'9Ple, 
or Ht 
i His 
eng | 
Ez 
Fane, 


«(7 
TAH 21 


Of God's Sovereignty, &c. 


anctified by God the Father,' and Preſerved in 
ſu Chriſt, and Called: Where, by [ Sanits- 
Th he means [Eletted ] ſeparated or /ct-apart : 
n this ſence the word 1s uſed elſewhere, where 
: will not admit of any other. Exod. 31. 13, / 
nrhe Lord that doth Sandtifie you - ind more 
plainly in Numb. 8. 17, All the Firſt-born of the 
nldren of Iſrael are Nine: On the day that 
Tote every Firſi-horn in the Land of Fgypr, 
| | Santtified |] them for wy ſelf: Here no other 
-1ng but Chooſ agy Selcctins, or Sctting- -apart, can 
eincended : And I ſee no Reaſon, why it ſhould 
tbe ſo underitood in that of Zude, 

and it is termed an /Zoly Calling, not onely as 
calleth us to Zolzneſs; but as it is Sacred, Pe- 
tiar, Set-apart, and Appropriated to an ly 
'1Þle, viz. Thoſe whom the Lord hath {ct-apart 
or Himſelf: Whoſe Ere: 2.44 Sanctifying them 
i His Decree, was the Originai Cauſe of their 


Faneſs doth He draw them, And this their 
i!4. SancUuncition 15 fo indubitable a Conſe- 
Jt of tne Dcecretive, and fo Appr GpYB.'c to 
Re fame Perſyns, that the ſame word is uicd for 
th, as it 1g alſo for Redemption: 4 Oe rhecr |. wt 
ayes Chriſt) 1 Sandt: fie wy [e [, Foh. FF; 
' lghtfom Inſtance of this, we have in Nob: 
1.26, Eldad and Aledad, ( though they Came 
"up to the Tabernacle with their Brethren, 
mo) being of them that were {| Written | the 
wit came-xpon them, and they Propixeſicd in 
rds IP Camps, ( Elediion finds out Men when they 
think 


ems SanCtified Actually; He nid them with I 
/ Everlaſting love, and [ therefare ] with lu: 4 | 


267 
ith it: He directs his Epiſtle To them that are Jude 1, 


9 


oY) 
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Iſi. 51.1, And then the Spirit came upon Him, becauſe { 


\ Exod. 33. 


Dert.7.6. 


Mat.s.zq fence of the word ye have in arthew 5, Lo 
your Enemies, Bleſs them that Curſe you; wail 


Ve45- 
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ſelf was firſt appointed to His Mediatory Offce 


appointed. 


Quer. 1z the 1" Joh. IG, it ts ſaid, Thatt 
them which Received Him, He gave pow 


er to' become the Sons of God: which ſeem 
zo put theer Believing before their Sn 
h ſhip. 
Sol. Albeit that Faith goes afore the Mn 


feſtation of our Sonſhip, yet not afore our Sw 
ſhip ut ſelf; The Adoption of Sons is That ut 


were Predeſtinated-to, before the foundation if iſ 


the World, Eph. 1.4,& 5. That (therefore) in 
Fobx, muſt be underſtood with that of Aſc 
when he pleads with God for His Preſence wit 
His People; So ſhall we be ſeparated from all th 


12, People that are on the face of the Earth: Not 


that this Separation was Now to be made; |t 


was done afore, Levrt. 20 24. But, his meanindÞ 


is, Thar by the Lord's going with them, tits 
their Separation ſhould be Aſanifeſted; The ſam 


ye may be (thatis, that ye may appear to be) tn! 


Children of your Father which 1s in Heaven : Ini: 
I!ke manner We become the Sons of God by F aith Mis 


Gal. 3. 26: 


Numb.nr. 
&s 


I 


The budding of Aaron's Rod, was not the 
Cauſe of God's Chooling him to the Prieſthood; 
Nor ihe falling of the Lot upon Saz:!, and after- 


wars 


think not of it.) So, the Lord firſt determine 
Jer. 1.5. Feremy to his Office ; Then puts-forth His hanged 
and fits him for his Work : Even Chrilt Hin 
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rards upon Matthias, the Reaſon why God de- 4G. 1.24. 
ned them, the One to the Kingdom, and the _ 
ther to the Apoſtleſhip; They were both ap- 
vinted before, and thoſe Evenrs were but the 

felts of that their fore-appointment, and Evi- 
ences of it. So, the Giving of the Spirit is that 

hich follows Election ; Becauſe Sons, God hath Gal.g 6. 
n-forth the Spirit of Hu Son into your hearts. 

[though the anifeſtation of our Adoption,and yh, x. 4, 
ur (tual enjoyment of its Priviledges, are in 5, 9,11; 
me; yet, the Thing it ſelf we were Predeſtina- 

«dto from Everlaſting. 

Purſuant to this, our Saviour manifeſts the 

ather's Name to the Men He bad given Him [h, 15. 


Wu of the World; and Theſe receive it ; The S _ 6, B. 
Wh: His voyce, and follow Him: Of others 


ch. 10. 
th expreſſly, Ye believe not, becauſe ye are not 25527 
f my Sheep - He that is of God, heareth God's ch.8, 47s 


Word; ye therefore hear them not, becauſe ye are 


it if God, The fame Reaſon He gives for His 


Wfcrene Miniſtration towards His Own, and Mat. 13, 


thers; To the One it was [ given | to know 11, 


Ihe Myſteries of the Kingdom of God; to the 


ter it was [" not ] given: And therefore, having 
ded His Parables, He diſmiſſes the 11ſultirude, 


5 having no more for. them ; but to His Dsſc:- 
js He expoundeth every thing in private : and 


e ſee, He puts it upon Ele&10n, as that which 


ad inveſted them. with this Prerogative above 


* Reſt, [To you it 15 given, | 1.e. It belong'd 


b them by God's Donation and Appointment : 


A are 6ſt Saints by EleCtion, then Saints by Rom. 1.7. 
ling, 


" When Chriſt appearcd to Par! going to Da- 


4” 97 
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meſcus, they that were with Him were all in * 
Maze; a Voyce thcy heard, but knew not whalif*©*”* 
it ſpake : Why fo, {ſince they were as likely t 
yield as he? truly, it was not intended for them 
and therefore, their Ears were not boared, no boſe; 
the ſpeech directed to them, but to Paul; and t 0d, 
Paul by Name : But why to Paulabove the Ref Th 
fince he was the Ringleader and Chief Perſecutogſ*P2 
in the Company ? Paul was a Choſen Veſſel; ini. 
this (in brief) was the Reaſon of it, as you ka" 
it Recorded in As 22, 14. The God of our Ffvic 
rcrs hath choſen thee, | That thou ſhoutdeſt kn" 
Hts will, } The Jews had many Mezns of {noy obſer 
ins the Meſſiah, and Inducements to belive inf" 
him, which the Certiles had not; and yet th ol 47 
embrace the Goſpel, whiles the Fews Rejectit ich 
Thoſe who ſonuobr after Righteouſneſs, fell-tho "ch 
of it; when thoſe who /or7he it not, attain i ule 0 
R:.10-2% For the bottom-Reaſon of which different diſpen auſed 
ſation, we are referr'd to El-tion, Rom. 11.7 pritu 
The Elettion hath wbtained, and the KReft wi fL 
blinded, MS 
How variouſly are ſeveral Men affected inheat 
ing the ſame word ! The Sheep and the Reſt have 
C both , the ſame outward means - One Negkett 
it, (attends not at all, or. regards not what if 
hears : ) A ſecond quarrels it ; (as the Jews ofte 
did-) Athird. is perſwaded a/moſt; (as AorP 
was, and thoſe that would hear Paul again of thal 
Matter : ) & fourth is Prick»d 11 py a anc 


perſwaded altogether, * It's a- ſtumbling-block oF 

ſome, Fooliſhneſs to Others, and-to ſorme 'tis ig. 
Ad; 2.25 Power of O'od; And tbeſe [ ſome ] are ſuchiY 
were Elified; of thoſe to whom the Prom 

Wi 
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12s made ; and are therefore termed The Called 
rcording to Hu parpoſe; And according to Hs rs = 
rn Purpoſe and Grace which was given them in, ,. - 
hiſt before the World began : They are firit 
hoſen, and then Cauſed to approach unto 7ſal.55.4 
0d, 
There is almoſt no end of Scriptures to this 
wrpoſe - I ſhall inſtance one more, and ſo cloſe- 
) this Particular. All the bleſſings which the 
Wiints are bleſſed with 7 time, are all beſtowed 
Wccording to God's Decree of Election before tame; 
5 is manifeſt from Eph. 1. ver. 3,4z5. Where 
obſerve, 1. That EleCtion goes afore the actual 
 Wonotion of Spiritual bleſſings ; For Theſe are gi- 
Wen in time, That was afore time; and that 2 7im-1.9 
hich comes Afrer, cannot be the Cauſe of that 
hich went Afore it: One Effeft may be the 
uſe of another ; but not the cauſe of that which 
aſed it ſelf, 2. That the Adﬀnal Donation of 
firitual bleſſings is [ according ] to Ele&ion; 
et, Eleftion is the Rule by which the Diſpenſa- 
IM is eided : It is Adequate with El:Ction, and 
1/werable thereto, even as the Impreſſion 1s 
W tic Printing-types; Or as the faſhion of Da- 
F'-5 body to the platform thereof in God's book, 
I the tabernacle to the pattern ſhewn in the 
lount ; according to which all things were made, 
well in reſpect of Number Weight and Mea- 
Wc, as Form and Figure. Sp:rritual bleſſings are 
t eiven to One More or Fewer, or in other 
anner, but juſt as EleCtion had laid it forth : 
W' "ich alſo is ſfurther confirm'd by Rev. 21. 27, 
chaff} "cre we find, That none are admitted into the 
mill bly City, but Whoſe Names were written in the 
Wat boob 


A.13.49 
RI. T1. 7. 


A Tr aFical Diſcourſe 


book of life ; and whoſoever was not found will 
ten in that book,, was caſt into the Lake of fy 
chap. 20.15, Which ſhews, that at the late 
day it will be taken for granted, that 4 many 4 
were ordained to Eternal life, believed; and th: 
all and every One w:rhorr the liſt of EleQion 
dycd in Unbelicf ; that the E!cition obtained, an 
the Reſt were blinded. Theretorc, Faith 
Holineſs are not the Cauſe, but the certain Efel 
and inſeparable conſequent of Election, 


Now, if any ſhould ask (by the way ) Wh 
ez: the Special Love of God to Elect perſons, di 
covers it ſelf before their Converſion? | can 
«hen any plain or open Diſcoveries of it; h 
which the Elect may be known from other Man 
ſince all outward things fall. alike to All: 7 
Heir (whiles a Child) aiffers nothing from 
Servant, although be be Lord of all, by Electiol 
And yet, there are divers gracious Operations 
16at Love towards them, even in Common Progif® 
vidences; albeit they are not perceived till Aftet 
wards: As 

1. In keeping alive the Root or Stem tie 
were to grow-from : Thes ( perhaps) was 0 
the leaſt Cauſe of adding Fifteen Years to Ht: 
khiah's Life ; viz. For Foſial!'s ſake, who was!" 
come of his Lineage; /enaſſerh ( who was! 
be his Grand-father ) not being yet born: 
thoſe days of tribulation were ſhortned, and ma * 
ny of the Jews (by ſpecial Providence) « , 
alive for the Elect's ſake that ſhould be of the 
Progeny, perhaps two thouſand years after. 


2. In preſerving the Elect themſelves fro 
ma! 
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Mniny a death they were obnoxious-to before their 


Converſion; as He alſo did Adanaſſeh : Andthis 


Mas the Cauſe, when Satan had them in his Net, 
Mind had drag'd them to the brink of Hell, that 


k 


the Lord ſent from Heaven and ſaved them ; De- Pſal.57.3 


Wiver him, 1 bave found a Ranſom: q.d. He is 7b33.24 


lj 


0; 


kef 


fro 


ma" 


nine, and I have deſign'd him to another End. 

;, In keeping them from the unpardonable fin : 
Thus Paul ( being a Choſen Veſſel ) was kept 

rithout that knowledge of Chriſt which ſome of 

he Phariſees had; For otherwiſe, his Perſecy- 
tngthe Church of God had been uncapable of 
pardon, as appears from 1 Tim. 1.13, 1 obtarned 
Mercy, becauſe I did it Ignorantly, eg 

4. In caſting the Lot of their Habitation where 
Fe hath planted, or will plant, the Means of 

race ; Or, bringing them - ( Providentially 

mere ſome Effectual Word ſhall be ſpoken to 

iem: the One is verified in thoſe who dwelt at 

minth, where Paul muſt preach, and not hold 

ls peace; For ( ſays the Lord) I have much 4.14.9. 
reople in this City: The other, in thoſe who 

ere come to Feruſalem at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, 

om all parts of the World ; which gave them. 

le Opportunity of coming-together , and of 

earins Perer's Sermon; by means whereof 4s 2. 
loulands were Converted. It is farther Exem- 

hed by the Story of the Eunuch, AQ 8. 27. 

alſo in that of Zachexs, whoſe intent reached 

higher, than to ſee what manner of perſon 

miſt was, being ſo much talk'd-of abroad; and 

ng low of Stature, he Climbs into a tree, and ;,z,,, 
Ke Salvation meets both him and his Houſe; 43.5; 


$ IV. Our 


A Pradical Diſceurſe 
IV, 


Our laſt Enquiry is, Of the Way and Mam by 
of God's Diſpenſing Spiritual Bleſſings; An His 
that is, Effctiuaily and Freely. And 

| |. Effedtually, [ 

The Soul 1s net turned to God by a twyrſ 

thread; nor doth the Lord content Himſelf wil > 
Wſbins and Would:ng that it might be fo, aft "op 
the manner of Men; who either are /ndifere bee 
inthe t:ing, or have not wherewith fo eflect the ton, 
defixes : Nor merely by propounding, moviniſy,.” 
and ſtriving, by moral ſuaſions, initruchogFy},, .: 
threatnings, and the like; ( which are of lit: , 
avail with a dark underſtanding and fixed enmity Arcu 
which every Natural Man is acted by : ) But. 10 
the putting-forth of a Power Invincible, a Powe ten ww 
that will not be ſaid Nay; but what it wills, 114... 5 
It will dce; what it undertakes, it goes toro: 
witn, Todoa thing Effcfualy, is to colt lp, 
feitly, Thurowly, Succeſsfully; that IS, So! He th: 
uſe and apply the Means, that the End deſigned, 


ſurely brought-to paſs; and this notwithſtandi 

allthe Wea'ineſs Averſeneſs and Repugnancy 

the carnal mind againſt it. | 

\. I might produce Inſtances not-a-few, toucki 

Gol's Ef/«tual Working to bring about things! 

{:f/jer moment : How unwilling was 2ſoſes to 
Bx.3.4. His Meſſenger to Pharaoh ? So oppoſite to it,ti 
when he i:ad no farther plea nor cxcuſe to mak 

he carries it perverſly towards the Lord ; (5 

tat. '« by che hand of him whom thou ſhouldeſt ſend 
*- "5 But God having deſigned him for the Wo! 
[caves him not untill He had won him to 
v.12. S0 Pharach reſoly'd he would not let the " 
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poe; But, 1 will ftretch-out my hand, (ſays God) 
and be ſhall let you goe : Much more will He make 
His Arm bare for the Salvation of His Choſen, 
And it muſt be ſo done, 

|. Becauſe otherwiſe, the E!c& ſhould be in 
no bctter condition than Orher men; For, untill 
Converſion Satan hath as fait hold of them as of 
the Rejf, Adam's fall was the Devil's Maſter- 
piece; To bring Men into his own Condemna- 
tion, is the Trophee he glories in; and being a 
Prince both proud ſubtil and Impertious, you may 
not think he will be Baffled, or Complimented out 
of his hold : Intreaties, Menaces, and force of 
Arcuments, are of no weight with him; He laughs 
at your ſtrong Reaſons, and counts them but rot- 


but what are theſe ? No, this kind goes not forth 
b; conſent ; Nothing will move him, but har 
Power which Heaven and Earth do bow-under : 
He that inade him (and H< onely ) can cauſe his 
word to approach unto him, and take the Prey 
Irom this Terrible One, And for this it was, that 


iem to rurn Men from Satan unto God) That 
ul Power in Heaven and Earth was committea ro 
8”; And that, in this power He will be with them 
i the end of the Worid: which was indeed but 
redfu!; For, they had ſurely gone on a ſleeveleſs 
rand, (a weak and fruitleſs deſign, ) if Chriit 
imſelf rb:45 i19power”d had 'not gone with them, 
nd for the Elect themſelves, They are (of them- 
F'vcs) no better diſpos'd to this wort than thoſe 


27 


VET «2 Is 


AYP. i. 


Mar. 5:4» | 


ten wood ; Feſ7es | know, and Fs Spirit I know; A&.1g.15 


ur Saviour Tells the Apoſtles, ( when he ſends. 


Mat. 22, 
18, 
Mart 27 


Luk. G, 1, 


& Mt Never ſhall be wrought-upon : They are Ene- 
"N Weein therr minds, Darkneſs, Dead in fits and 
b S- Chit: 
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Children of wrath, cven as Others : And thu they 
are by Nature: Their State ( therefore ) could 
never be changed, if a Power /zencible, and 


"thi 
fAr 


JT 


| | 
ſnvincibly Reſolved 1n what it undertakes, were br 
not engaged in it. © Ephraim (though an Ele \ 


*Veilcl, yet) whiles in Nature, was of ſobadil, 

© Nature, that all Moral endeavours were lot hy 

© upon him. Let Meſſengers be ſent to him caryſ , * 

* and late, he pulls away the ſhoulder : The Lord, ** 

'© was wroth with him, ſmote him, hid His Face _ 

from him; he ſtill went on frowardly : Shex , 

© him his Sickneſs, ſo that he cannot but ſee it ; and [7 

Hiſs. 13,* he ſends to King 7arcb, take-off the Yoke fro 
© his jaws, ( give him the ſcope of his Will) an 

<h.11.4. ©rke fir{t thing he takes to, ſhall be the forbidde 
© fruit: Lay Meat to his mouth (that whichi 

© Veat indeed) and he'l rather ſtarve thancat 
*(Menleſt to their own will, will rather go! 


this 
pent 
lows 
com! 
Sin, 
He { 


© Hell, than be beholden to Free Grace for $: Gap 

# > 1.20 © Vation,) But ( ſays God ) is Ephraim! E- 
R * dear Son? ( One whom I bought with a price: f | 
©1s he a pleaſant Child? (whom I loved fra EE 

* Everlaſting ?) and ſhall I ſo loſe him ? Shallit! ms 

© ſaid, that | rais'd up a Creature whom can] 

©Rule and bring to my Bent? Or, that Ima $4 

* him for ſuch an end, asthat any thing conducam 29 
hereto, may not be done for him ? Shall 466 


£ Will beforccd rather than His ? Mine to delit 

© him, rati:r than His to be ſaved? No, I "5k 
©not done ail this to loſe him at laſt ; nor hav ſ 2; 
*ſuftercd thoſe unworthy Repulſes, for waſl 4 - 
* Power to prevent them ; but that Ephraim ml I? 
©ſee, what would become of him if leſt to! : 


* conduct oi his own Will; ( free indeed o 
6 


thoy L 
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thing but his own ruin! ) and now Pl heal him. 
{And, the firſt effect of this healing, was Ephra- 
(ns applying himſelf to God; Turn [_T hou ] 
ime, and I | ſhall] be turned, Thoſe Cords 
<flove by which the Lord draws Men to himſelf, 
© are not love and kindneſs merely propounded, 
( with fruſtrable Motives to perſwade acceptance ; 
* but Divine love ſhed abroad in the beart ; not Ro.s. y« 
Uyritten with /»k, ( a thing of Humane Compo- 
ſition, ) but by the Spirit and Power of God. 
And hence it is that we find thoſe /-perial terms 
[1 will] and [Ye ſhall] ſo muchin uſe about 
this Matter. Thw the Lord began with the Ser- 
pent, ( which was a leading Cafe to all that fol- 
lows; ) Ir { ſhall ] bruiſe thine head : In which 
compendious word, the deſtruction of Satan and 
Sin, is effectually provided for : And elſewhere 
He ſpeak$ as much for quick'ning the Sou:; / 
[will ] put my Spirit within yori, and | canſe } Feeb. 35, 
jou to walk in My Statutes; Ye [ ſhall ] be my 27228. 
Pecple, and / [| will ] be your God; [ They ſhall] 
Return unto me with their whole heart; ( with 
many Others.) The Lord ſtill utters Himſelf in 
terms of O-niporency, as putting-forth an Al- 
m'g21uacſs of Power ; which, as it needs not, fo 
twillnot, ( yea it can#ot with a Salvo to his Ho- 
n2ur) admit the leaſt dependence upon created 
power, to make it ſucceſsful ; /7:s word ſhall not Tſa.s5.1 1 
return unto him vord';, it ſhall accompliſh that which 
He p'eaſeth, and proſper in the thing whereto He 
ſends ir : He that was dead comes-forth at his word, [ch.11.6 4 
tonrh bound hand and foot. 
[I. Converſion is a Creation-work > which, Argp.2. 
tnough donz by degrees, mult bc ant | 
: J Wiki, 


*7/ 


Z 
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with, and that by Him who laid the foundation: 

or all the foregoing parts (for want of a Cap- 

ſtone ) will moulder and come to nothing. As 

when Adam was to be made, the Lord firit pre- 

parcs tice Earth; then moulds it in ſuch a fo. m; 

and then breathes :nro him the breath of ttfe ;, elſe 

that 1;mp had never been a /:vimg Soul, Soin the 

New Creation, the L ord works, and goes on to 

work, and leaves it not, untill He hath ſet it g0- 

ing. He doth not onely cauſe the light ro thine 

into darkneſs, but gives ( withall ) a ſ«:rable 

3 1h. S. underſtanding ; a facuity connarural with the 
| > ns object ; as without which the darlncſs would ne: 
| ver comprehend it. Exzckve! might have Prophe- 
fied till Doom's day, ere thoſe dry bones would 

have liv'd, it the Lord Himſelf had not carſed 

breath to enter into them ; And probahly, He is 
Jam.3.17 called The Father of Lights (plural) to denote, 
*-0'+* that as-well the light coxpreberdinc, (or capri: 
Pf. 35.9, faring our comprehenſion ) is from God, as chat 

$0 be C07rÞ7 ehunded: Ja tis lip be w: ſee licht, 

ITI. God's Efilui/ Working in this Matter, 
and the Neccflity of Fis ſo workings. may alto ve 
Argued from the common ſenfe of thoſe alrcidy 
wrougit-upon, and brought-in; by whoſe Pray 
crs and Conicſions it is evident, That they it1ll 
Fo. 27. needed a powerful and eftectual influence to Cr 
12, 7y-onthe Wort already begun: Turn Tho 7, 

Pſ 85.18. and [ ſnall be Tarned,, Qmcken us and we will cal: 
Crt. 1.» upon thee; Draw me and we will Run after tt; 
2C4+3:5* IVot that we ate ſufſicient of our ſelves to thing an) 
. thing, but our ſujjirieacy 1s of God;, I live; yt 

Cal 2.20, 110t £5 bi.t Chriſt liweth im me: &C. Fence it 

readily follows, That if thoſe alrcady turned, and 

mace 
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n; Fade partakers of the Pivine nature, whoſe hearts 
1p- ein the good ways of God, and who deſire no- 
As Wins more than to wall: in them ; cannot yet keep. 
e- MWcmſelves Going, without a Coninned Efficacs- 
influx and ſpring from 4bove , Much-leſs can 
te Natural Man ( without the like Supernatural 
he $4 Divine Eificacy) eftectually bend himſelf to a 
ompliance with them : For, Jr is an abomina- Pro.13.19 
jan to fools to depart from evil. 
LV, If the Lord did not Work Efefually, He Arg. 4. 
ould loſe the Honour of His Work. If the 
E/icacy of Grace ſhould depend on the Humane 
Vil; (i.e. If Grace be rendred Effeitnal by 
"Me motion or act of the Will, which Grace is - 
the Author of,  ) Then will Nature aſſume the 
writy, Works will glory over Grace; and Free- 
ll will be ſaid to be berrer than Free-G race : For, 
ut the leſs 15 bleſſed of the Better, 15 wit 99t Con- 
dition, And that That which Sanctifies, 1s 
eater than that which is Sanctiicd by it, 15s fo 
vious, that Chri't appeals it to the Reaſon of 
+ Wooand Blizrd, If therefore you will grant, that Mar. 22: 
Tmceis better than Nature; foilow it muſt, that 19. 
ie Will is &/effed and Suntdifien by Grace,viz by 
's power ful and cffe(tual operation uponit, And 
ie (indeed) Iyes the Honour and efficacy of 
race, Notina Venceble Moving, Exciting, Per- 
, W'2ding, or Threatriins the Will to a Comply- 
' Fce; but in making the Will AQually and wil- 
 W'ifly complyant with /r ſelf; And thus the Lord 
' Wh, and thus He will do, where ever He will be 
| Eb racious ; though never ſomuch againft the pre- 

Urmind and Natural propenſion of the Subject : 

T 4 And 


Heb. 7.9. 
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And yet, there is no ſuch thing as Forcing the Will, 
as ye will ſec afterwards, 
V. The Doctrine of Efednal Calling 1s fur- 
ther confirm'd from the Office of Chriſt as a Re- 
Eph.1.7, deemer ; which was not onely to purchaſe, but 
C42. 13;to put us 1n attual poſſeſſron of the good things 
1% He purchaſed for us. Redemption and Recontilia: 
ts tzon are Relates, Commenſurate, and Inſeparable: 
91290" It is not onely a Reconculeable ſtate that Redem- 
Col. 1.20, ption puts us into, . but a ſtate of aitual Recon- 
21,22-Cilemcnt; It ſlayes rbe Enmity, makes an end 0 
Dan. 9.24 Sin, and bring s-18 everlaſting Righteouſneſs. On 
this accompt our Saviour bears that glorious 
Mat.1:31 title, T hou ſhalt call His Name Feſws; | for Ht 
ſhall ſave Hu People from their ſins: ] and, Fo 

1 7-3-8 rhis Cauſe was the Son of God manifeſted, | that 
He might deſtroy the works of the Dewil. | Now, 

of thoſe works, b/indneſs of Mind is the fir ft-born, 

2 Cor-4.4. and foſter-mother to all the Reſt; 'tis that keeps 
 __ the Soul in Unbelief, as under Locks and Barres; 
and therefore muſt of zeceſſiry be diſpe]l'd ; wiici 
can onely be done by cauſing the true Light to 
ſhine Efeitually; as He did the lioht of this 
world in the firit Creation, which the <criptute 
reſcinbles it to, Hence thoſe frequent mentions 
1/a.42.3, of His being ſent To open the blind cyes;, To gut 
Lub.1.75. light to them that ſit tn darkneſs;, And to bit 
Ya. 45.5 forth tbe Priſoners from the Priſon-houſe : which 
| may not be valued as things in deſign, yet lyable 
to obſtruction; but to be as certainly perform 

as thar Chriit {ſnould dye, Inthe 107 ® ſain ts 
ſpoken-of as done alrcady; He brought them 

of darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, and brake 

FP {a1-7.14 tear bands in ſunder - And that ne ſpcaks : 
h « q 
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{ Redeemed-Ones, appears by v. 2. Firſt take 
tem as in Darkneſs; and he is ſo to give them 
pht, as tO guide their feet into the way of Peace, 


MW hat ftory of the blind Man in the 8 ark, 1sa Mr. 8: 
rvertinent ſhadow of it 5 Chritt ſpits on his Eyes, 13-25 
ind puts His hands upon him; as yet he ſaw but 


rkly, en as Trees walking : but He puts His 
tands on Him agen, and diſmiſſes Him not untill 
He had made him ſee cleerly, Then take them 
's Priſoners, ( and Priſoners in the Pur; ) and 2ch. g; 


te that will deliver them, muſt not onely open 12s 


1e Grate, but diſarm their Guard, knock oft 

teir Shackles, and [ bring them forth; ] asthe 

incel did Peter, even whiles the Keepers ſtood 4s 12. 
afore the door : He ſo Calleth His Shcep, that Juhi Te 
He leaderh them out; and this He doth by the{, heS. 
Hood of His Covenant ; *tis That makes thoſe zech. g. 
m the Pit to be Priſoners of hope. And theſe 11,% 12s 
Lies as duly flow from Redemprion as Light 

om the Sun : *tis therefore expreſly ſaid, That 

ive Blood of Feſus Chriſt cleanſerh from all Sin; 1 Joh. 
ind that we are [andlified throunh the offering of Heb,10ho 
ti /-ody. This gave the Apoitle to argue io po- 

lively, in Rom, 6, That if planted together in Roms. 5, 
ils Death, we fhall be alſo in 1s Reſurreition, 

ind to put that Emphaſis upon it, in Chap. 5. 

That, Jf Reconciled ro God by the Death of Flis Chap. 5. 
Sn; | Much more ] ſhall we be ſuved by Flis 921% 
Life. That ſaying of Chrilt in the 10 ® of Fob», 

Is much to our purpoſe ; And other Sheep [ have ; Job.10.16 
Them alſo muſt I brings, and they ſhall hear My | 
voyce - This [ 27uff ] imports a Duty not to be 
Upenſed with, He had received a Command: yer, 18: 


To ene for ir from tne Father : And this [| Sal ] 


that 
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that EffelFual working whereby they are madets the | 
believe, The She-p : of tnemſelves) lye as croſs Wifor 

to this work as other den; What bave I ro du Wition 

Mar. $.9.with 1;:: ? cries th: pouclt Cazaren; But being 

PJ. 11... His Sheep, He muſt make them willing. But © 21! t 
Ja-*9-22 ſuppoſe they ſtop their Ears ? Then He isto bore If orde 
PJ. 68. _ them ;, for Ze received Gifts for the Rebelliow: Wt). 

Men's Averſeneſs does not loſe Chritt his Right; Wien « 

nor ſhall it render His work ineffectual, For this Wood 

very end, God raiſed him up, viz. To bleſs Hi Wicth 

Acts 3.25 People 11 turning them from their uniquities, and 

ch, 5:31- x ove them Repentance;, and that ſ«ch as hath 

Forr+veneſs of Sins annexed to it : Which allo 

He coth as a Prezce; 1.e. As One inveſted with 

Power to remove whatever might lett the Effect 

Rev.1,13 Of His work; To Him are committed the Keyes if 
Hell and of Death. From theſe Premiſcs 1 ſiic- 

ly conclude, That what Chriſt as a Redeemer 

came todo, that He doth and will do; and that 

None of His work ſhall fall to the ground. Whit 

He faith in the 17" of Fohn, is prophetical of 
Sins what He will ſay at the latter day ; 1 have finiſ 
8 8, £4 the work, which Thou eaveſt Me to doe; Of Feit 

all that Thou baſt grven Ae, 1 have loſt Ni. ©* 

thing, I bave manifeſted Thy Nawe unto tht W'* un 

Hen which Toom gaveſt Me : I have giventhen FW: 

the words which Thou vaveſt Ale, and they have 19ie C 

recerved them. TC tO 

More might be added; but bv theſe I hope it ©} *© &i 

15 evident, That Jeſus Chriſt was -not onely 2 5 nc 

Redeemer, to pay our Ranſom; but the Officer ce a 

appointed of God to /er ws at liberty, even that (Þ5 of t 

glorious Liberty of the Sons of God: and Th FF'Þtur 

IWa.g3 1085 that pieaſure of the Lord which ſhould profper "cir 

in 
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the hands of Chriit ;, as it hath done, and doth, 


eto 
oſs {for ever ſhall : And 'tis matter of great con- 
41 W:tion to thein that take hold of His Covenant. 


IH. Freely, . 
al that God doth for Men, or pives to them, 
order to their Salvation, is Given and Done 
dy, Now, a thing is then ſaid to be thus 
ren or Done, when it proceeds from the meer 
0d witl and favour of Him that Work«th, or 


Js FWveth ; witaout reſpect to any thing done or 
nd erved by the Receiver: It is a voluntary aCt ;un,2.z0 
th poſing no Obligation on him that gives; nor' 
lp MWiuactive or obliging Virtue 1n him that re- 
th Fires; nor yet Expectation of recompenſe from 


n, 
\uchneed not be faid to prove the free-griving 
thc _ we are ſpeaking of, did we duly 
n1der, The Sovcreign Greatneſs of Him 
 pIves ; it is the oft High God, Peffr four 
Heaven and Earth; Who 1s In Fnitely an In- 
mndently bleſſed in Himſelf; and therefore, 
not be Added unto, nor Receive from any 
ure, Who can give to Him. that gives to 
WF fir life and breath? 2. The ſupcrexccl- 
i: Wt unſpeakable worth of tne things that arc 
" W'©1: The firit and chief 1s our Lord Jeſus Chrict ; 
e W'v'e dignity was ſuci, thac Heaven and Farth 
0 too low a price to ſet Him at 5 cſpeciaily 
it te eiven as He was: and in E111, Richteoul- 
1 5 and Strength; Adoption and Reconciliation 5 
7 ae and Glory. 3. The vanity 2nd wretched» 
3: $5 of thoſe on whom they are beltowed : Poth 
i F'pture and Experience ſpeak nothing of them 
'r F 'fcir Naturals, but what beſpeaks a Condition 
every 
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every way deplorable, and uncapable of yielding 
Motives for ſucha Cift; as is ſhewn afore. 

Bot being ſo greatly in love with our. ſely 
and fond of our own Improvements,and ſo ſtiffe 
bent to a Covenant of works; to help us off thoſe 
dangerous bottoms, let us dwell a while on tht 
followins Conſiderations. I argue, 

I. From the Nature and Import of the Cor 
nant of Grace, This Covenant is that which al 
profeſſing Chriſtians profeſs to be ſaved by ; hoy 
ever they difter about the Import and Latitude 
of it. But, if we receive the Scriptural Notio 
(which needs mult be the righteſt) we ſhall find 
that it is of the very Nature and Subſtance of thi 
Covenant, to give freely and abſolutely; withou 
Conditioning for any thing to be done by Men, 
the Ground and Motive thereof, 41; that Go 
_ doth for thoſe He will ſave, is for H:s Nan 
ſake, which Name 1s recorded in Exod. 34.5 
& 6, The Lord God, Gracious and Merciful, & 
To be Gracious, is to doe-well to one that 
ſerves ill: andifotherwife, it would be but aft: 
the Covenant of Works, or firſk Covenant 
Which yet was not faulty or defective in it ſel 
for it gave a ſufficiency to obtain the Benefits pit 
poſed by it ; which if they had uſed and improv( 
as they might, there would not have necde 
ſecond. But, the Lord fore-knowing the Cre 
ture's mutability; and conſequently, what net 
there would be of another kind of Power 41 
Grace, than that Adam was created with ; 0 
therefore determine of a ſecond ; which in S! 
pture is called, The hope of Eternal Life, wh 
God who cannot lye, promiſed before the Wh 

beg 
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gan, It is called the Covenant of Grace, not 
ncly as deſigning the Glory of His Grace, in 
e ſaving of men; but as giving freely, and of 
nere Grace and Favour, what-ever muſt bring- 
Wbout that Salvation: For, Where elſe can lye 
Wie difference between the two Covenants ? It 
not be in reſpect of the eaſineſs and difficulty 
f the Duties enjoyned by either ; (for, Faith and 
Repentance are much more above the compaſs 
of Natural Power, than to forbear the forbidden 
WTree; ) But the difference lyes in this; That the 
New Covenant conſiſts of vetrter Promiſes ; and 
This Berrerneſs in the Free, Abſolute, Indepen- 
tent engagement of God Himſelf, to inveſt His 
Covenanted Ones with all things conducing to 
the Bleſſedneſs held-forth ; as well That to be 
done on ehecr part, as on Hts Own upon their 
"Y %ing of it ; that is, (plainly ) to give to them, 
1 and work in them, Whatever in this Covenant 
& He requires of them. The Law ſhews matter 

JW of Duty, but gives not wherewith to performit; 
the Covenant of Grace does both, by writing the 
Law in the heart: And without zk#s, it would 
{till have been but a Covenant of works, be the 
Daties enjoyn'd whatever you will. It therefore 
runs not upon Conditional or Failable terms, 
(I will If} ye will : ) but Abſolute and Sove- 
J '42:, [I will ] and [| ye ſhall. ] This Covenant 

does not onely give Life upon terms of Believing ; 
but Faith alſo and Holineſs, as the neceſſary Means 
of attaining that Life: and this, not upon your 
ngenuous complyance, (as ſome term it) or better 
F improvement of what you have in common with 
"NY other Men; (ſuch Allegations the Lord difallows, 
and 
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and often cautions-againſt,) but of Grace, lt als \ 
Covenant made-up of Promiſes ; and Promiſe(bſ® H 
Scripture intendment )) 1s 'alwayes Free ; botlif®* 7 
freely made and freely perform'd, without the oÞ'00 
ſert or procurement of Men. Take 1ſaac { 0d W 
Inftance; Abraham's body was now dead; ) Fac 
Gen. 12. Sarah (beſides her natural barrenneſs) zz 4 
I'. to be with hcr after the manner of Women, u pl of | 
ver.I4- yet Sarah ſha: I have a Son, But How? The Pre po ſw 
miſe had in it ( though Abraham and Sarab tal * 
not) whatever might tend to /ſagc's Conceptialif®” * 
and Birth ; and for this cauſe he was called, Ti? 5 
Gal4-23, Sor of the Promije; asalſo Believers are, "I n H 
"0.8: Gal: 3. 20. They are alfo termed, HeirfiÞl”* 
Promiſe, Hrb.6. 17, And on this account, Chil wked 
is called the Promiſe: S:cd; and the Holy 'Ghotv's 
.the Speric of Promiſe, viz, to (hew the Jndepe wk 
dent freencſs of thoſe Divine Giits; the Promilg” 5 © 
of ſending them, their aGvual coming, and effett 
al Operat? ons , are a!l free, and jree in alt 
- Mic.g.7. ſpects: Ibis 1-r from the Lore yoarteth nat f 
Act. ry th 
For further Wl:tration , the Fews are a pet 
nent [n;tance, «s ye read in Fer. 2. from v.30 
rothe 36, They had done notning but evil, from" 
wr Youth up,. ani cre a cant mual provecati erſe 
: And when ſcattered a:nons the Nations, the 
os no whit bettered > hut cauſed even the Het 
then to. blaſpteme : And yet, notwithſtandingal 
this, the Lord 1/l Garter chem, and give 196 
an heart to fear Jim for ever, v.37 to V. 44: 
| And this, even whiles they were not moved, 
ther conld they bluſh, chap. 8. 12, See alſo wit the 


what inczpreſſible ſreeneſs of Grace, the Lot 
cals 


Nf God s SOVeFero ry, Gee 
deals with them, in 7/a, 43. v. 25, J,evenJ, 
(6 He that blotreth-out thy tranſgreſſions--- and 
Will vor remember thy ſins, But, what's the In- 
Meroduction to this ſo great a Promiſe? See it, 
and wonder at it Thou haſt not ca.lea upon Me, (4,12 22 
) Jacob, but, thou haſt been weary of Me, O 
reel: Thou haſt not brought me the ſmall Cat- y,,, ,, 
We! of thy burnt Offerings; Thou haſt bought Mey, . p 
w [weet-Cane with thy Money; Bnt, haſt made © 
We to ſerve with thy ſens, and wearied Me with 
thine iniquzties : I, even 1(whom thou haſt dealt 
b ingratefully with, and difingenuouſly, even I) 
" He that blotteth out thy tranſoreſſions, [ for 94+ $43» 
Mine own ſake.] And this was a Great thing they Exeb. 36 


22432. 


t's 


whed net for, As ( indeed) conſidering them- 
ſelves and what their demeanour had been, they 
ad no Reaſon to look for it. From all which, 
W' is cleer, That Grace reſpects not the worth:s- 
eſs of J4en in what It does for them; Nay, it 
buſt reſpect their Vnworthineſs rather, as that 


by which Grace is more illuſtrated, and the Glo- 

ly thereof more advanced ; according to Row. 

5.20, Where ſin abounded, Grace did much more 

hound, And Paul proclaims it as verified on him- 

ont, 17m. 1.13, 1 was a Blaſphemer, and a 

trſecutor, and Injurious: But I obtained Mer- 

) ;--- and the Grace of our Lord was [ exceeding 

J#n2danr ]----- v. 14. and hereupon he falls to 

adoring that Grace; Now to the King Eternal, 

em mortal, Inviſible, the only wiſe God, be Honour 
4d Glory, for ever and ever, Amen ;V.17. 

tl The Riches of Mercy is made-out by Saving 

the Chief of ſinners; and in quickening us wherz 

tad, Epheſ, 2, 1, & 4, Andit is very a 

iat 
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That the Apoſtles ( whenever they mention thifl;;,; 
Grace of Godin Saving, Quickening, ec. ) His | 
not give the leaſt Intimation of Mens WorthinMyer; 
Prepareaneſs, Complyance, or any ſuch thing ; buf 11 
[| Dead in Sins | and [ Quickening | Come 00 piver 
in the neck of the other, ( as Light cocs uppMc;:c 
Darkneſs, which in no ſort induces -the LighM,,; ;, 
or prepares the dark Earth or Ayre forit, ) elf ; 
is abundantly evident in all their Epiſtles, an ſeved 
how oft docs the Lord declare againſt all thepre throw 
tenſions of Men, as to their ati:veneſs in thi, 
Matter, in Iſaiah, Feremy, Ezekiel, Hoſea, ſeem 
And as a barre to thoſe pretenſions, The H touſl 
People He calls, A People ſought-out ; and profM;,; i 
claims, 1 am found of them that ſought Me nu Wc, © 
This I ſhall end, with a very obſervable Inſt: ot my 
within my own Memory: (and I bring it not 0; t 
for proof, but Illuſtration.) I knew a Man, wir 
when he came under Convictions, endeavoureMſhoy1; 
with all his might to ſtifle them : His Convicuyer, 
ons grew ſtronger, and he hardened himlſelfa works 
Sainlt them : He ſaw their tendency ; but ſo opens 
poſite to it, that he reſolv'd in expreſs termite Jet 
[| He would not be a Puritan whatever cameofit. Wy,,, c 
To the Church he muſt goe, (his Maſter woul II. 
| have it ſo; ) But this was his wont, To lolloWnz ,f 
the ſeat, with his fingers in both his Ears; (Heldſhot p+ 
General or Conditional Grace was ſurely NoWer #1;c 
plus'd.) But a Choſen Veſlel mui? not ſo be loſt hay di 
Now ſteps-in E'eGing Grace, and by a caſual; no 
ſlip of his Elbows, drew out the ſtoppers Ine; 
ſent-in a Word (from the Pu'pit) which. likeF nkes 
from Heaven, melted his heart, and caſt it 10 With it 
New Mould, Surely, in this, the Lord did he K 1m; 


Of God's Sovereignty, &c. 289 
wait for the Man's complyance or improvements; 
His work was not Otiginated thence, nor depen- 
dent thereon. | en Wo” 
II. If all that pertarns to Salvation were not 17g.2. 
Wien freely , Salvation it ſelf ſhould not be of 
Grace: For, to him that worketh 1 the Reward Rom. 444. 
Wnt rechoned of Grace, but of Debt : But, Salva- 
tion is of Grace, Epheſ. 2.5, By Grace ye are 
Wl -ved. And agen, v. 8, By Grace ye are ſaved, _ 
trough Faith, Where alſo, leſt the adding of 
With ſhould occaſion a lefſening of this Grace, or 
ſeem to detract from the Freeneſs of it; he cau- 
tiouſly ſubjoyns, That rþ# Faith is the work. of 
that Grace [, Not of your ſelves, It ts the Gift of 
Cod, ] For, if Grace be perfectly free in Chooſing, 
t muſt be anſwerably free in G:ving and Apply- 
" the Means to bring-about the- End. it hath 
Weioſen us to : For, if the Effect of the Means 
rnould depend upon ſomething to: be done by: 
Wen, (which Grace is not the Doer of) then 
Works would put-in for a ſhare in the Glory of 
Wlcns ſalvation; and ſo the Grace of God would 
Mie dethron'd, and be as if it were not; G'rare #5 no 
ore Grace, as IlSargned in Roz. 1 1.6, no 
ll. Spiritual Bleſſings mu{t be given freely A4rg.3, 
and of pre Grace, becauſe the Natural Man can- 
Wt perform any ſuch Act as might be Motive 
"Wo ſuch a Gift. Things materially good they 
May doe, ( as Catz in offering the Firit-fruits ; ) 
I. not acceptable, becauſe not done 1n the due 
anunner, ( that is, in Faith; ) the want of which _ | 
Wakes /ncenſe it ſelf an abomination, If withont Ya. 1.154 
M Wth it be impoſſible to pleaſe God ; then it muſt 
| 19 impoſſible to do ovght afore you believe, that 
us U may 


- 


A PraGical Diſcourſe 
may move God to give you Faith. Salvationis 


promiſed to Faith, Remiſſion of fins to Repen.W*" 


tance, the Bleſſed viſion to Purity of heart : But 
we find not theſe Graces promiſed to any Ator 
Qualification inferiour to, or preceding theGrz 

2 Tim.1.5 ces themſelves. Our Holy Calling, and the waſs 

1't.3-5- jo of Regeneration, we are not entit'led-to by 
works of our own. 

Ar7,4, IV. If any of the Requiſites to Salvation 
\Rould be given upon conditions, Reaſon would 
it ſhould be Thar which in worth and virtue con- 
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taineth all the Reſt, and without which the Ret 
had never been, or been of none effect; and that 
is,' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; of whom it is ſad 


C:1. 2.9, That all the fulneſs of the Godhead dwells in Hm 
Job. 1.16. bodily ; and that, Out of His Fulneſs all Grat 


Rom. 5.8. js recerved; The SIVINg of whom, was the molt " 


ſoperlative commendation of God's love tt 
Men;and is therefore termed That Gift of Gi 
Foh 4.10. Andastonching the Free and Vnco 

aitionate giving of Chriit, we have an authentic 
Record in Ger. 3. 15, Jt ſhall bruiſe thy head 
Which words do contain an Abſolute free Promilt 


to ſend the Son of God in Humane fleſh, to be 


Redeemer. And we evidently know, That Hi 
Attual coming and performance thereof, was nd 
ſuſpended upon any good thing to be done by 


Men : How could it, when after the Fall, the) 


did not nor could do any thing, but what mig 
turn His Heart againſt them ? 
For evidence hercof, We necd not go out oft 


Context; Do but obſerve the Firſt Adam's Ci | 


riage, and the Manner of it, juſt afore rhe Po 


miſe was made : Firſt, They believe the St! 
pe! 


of God's Sopereienty, QC. 
rent rather than God ; Then they break the Com- 
nandment of life, when they had neither need nor 
accaſion ſo to do., This done, and finding them- 
elves loft, they do not ſo much as ſeek after God 
brhelp ; but rather to 6:4: themſelves from Him : 
far from confcfling themſelves faulty, that they 
charge God fooliſhly, and ſhift the blame of their 
miſcarriage upon Him; The Woman whom | Thou] 
veſt to be with wie, ſe gave we of the Tree --= 
nd the Serper:e ( which alſo is a Creature of thy 
Making) be beguiied me, &c, Here's nothing 
itheir deportment, that looks /zke the Motive 
f ſuch a Promiſe. But, though they run from 
od, He winot fo. part with them; yea, He 
Nlows them, fnds them! out, and for a door of - 
pe, freely pronounceth this gracious Promiſe, of 
ndmg His Son' to deſtroy this old Serpent, the 
Devils and conſequently the Serpentine Nature, 
mthad nowtnititPd and mingled it ſelt with theirs. 
5 the firſt pronulgation of the Goſpel, and 
tiks with as much abſoluteneſs as'words can cx- 
oC, It [| ſhil?} bruiſe cby Head, This I ſhall 
und the more upon, becauſe it is the Fir that 
Wi made in Tz1e, and That out of which all fot- 
1:7 Promiſes arc educed. 
The intent of this Promiſe, was Adam's Re- 
very and Comfort; who ( doubtleſs) at'this 
me, was im a very ciſconfolare condition, as 1y- 
gunder a freſh ſenſe of the happineſs he had loſt, 
d the woful eftate he was now plunged-into : 
M= therefore, Prwas neceflary, ( if Adar: ſhall 
Wc Comfort by it) that the terms thereof be 
or Opetiier free and Abſohne. For, ſuppoſethem 
pet be conditional, as, (namely) IF Adam ſhall 
UG-2 now 
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now Repent and Convert himſelf; If he ſhall ber. Mis 
ter improve a ſecond ſtocx, (or rather, the cank-Ma A 
ered Remnant of that he had ax firſt; ) My Sonffff It 
Then ſhall come into this lower World, to fillWis f 
that Encmy and Avenger ; His life ſhall go forthyſſp 0: 
life, I will be Friends with thee, and reitore theefWomt: 
to thy former State. All this,and more of this kindMWtvro! 
had yielded but little comfort or hope to a guiltyWte le: 
and defiled Conſcience who found himſelf nates the 
onely naked and wholly bereft of his PrimitiveWiere 
Righteovſneſs ; but at enmity with his Creator Woiving 
and a bondflave to Satan : For,ſfuch Reaſonings aW#o». 
theſe, would have broke-in like a floud, to bearW#: n: 
down and ſtifle all hopes of future ſucceſs; vaWi L: 
If when I was in ſo bleſſed a ſtate, and endued{Waih : 
with power to keep it, upon ſo ſlight a temptayſo! Hi: 
tion I yielded and fell; How ſhould I riſe now! re 
am down and my ſtrength is gon ? If when I hadſſnnor 
freedom of Will and ſtood upright, ſo eaſily We dor 
warp'd into crooked paths; How can I hopetqQOtier 
Return and do better, now my Will is perverteqgrounc 
and bent to a contrary courſe ? If whilſt I hadeyeY} But, 
in my head, and ſaw things with clearneſs; I ye") a | 
- loſt my way and wandred ; How ſhould I thinx FÞ'wne 
recover it, being now both ſadly bewildred, ang'om | 
my eyes put-out? How ſhould I bring a cleaſſcends! 
thing out of an unclean, who kept not my here u 
clean whenit was ſo? How ſhould I gain mor 'V. * 
with fewer talents, who ran my ſelf out of ual t 
when I had abundantly more? Grapes will nqÞÞicm a 
grow upon Thorns, nor Figgs on ThifYes: Nayſ*romiſ, 
were my Primitive ſtate reſtored to Me on the ſolffondit 


mer terms; I couldnot expeR to kgep it, havil ve x 
i j Our V 
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his woful experience 'of ſo cauſleſs and dreadful 
n Apoltacy, &C. 
It was therefore importantly necelary, that 
Wis firſt Promiſe, made upon ſo great and ſolemn 
n occaſion, and bearing in it all the hopes and 
omforts of God's People to Eternity ; ſhould be 
hrowly free and abſolute, and not depend (in 
eleaſt) upon any good thing to be done by Men, 
8 the condition of it, And if Chriſt be given freely, 
icre's g00d ground of arguing thence, the free- 
giving of leſſer things ; as doth the Apoltle in 
bom, 8, He that ſpared not Hts Son, how ſhall 
He not with Him freely give 8 all thmgs ? Is not 
ate Life more than Meat ! Is not Chriſt more than Hat.6:25 
faith and all Grace ? Has God given us the fleſh 
f His Son, which is Meat indeed ; and will Lie 
{Woot reftore our withered hand to receive it? It 
cannot be ; eſpecially conſidering, That 74 may 
be done with a Word ; and without hz, the 
WOther would be loſt, and as water ſpilt on the 
( round, 
W But, though this Promiſe of Chriſt, be virtu- _ 
rely a Promiſe of all Grace; yet, becauſe of our 
wncſs of heart to believe, and to win us off 
neon our legalizing Notions; the Lord conde- 
W'cends to gratifie His People in Words as well as 
1 /tce; And therefore, 
' V. To make it expreſly evident, that all Spl- 4p, 
tual bleſſings are perfeitly free, He hath put. * 
iem all inzo Abſolute Promiſes. Not that all 
Tomiſes run in that tenor : Many of them have 
oJ-onditions annex'd ; which alſo ( intheir place) 
ve a very ſignificant uſefulneſs: 1. As proofs _ 
f our willing Subjection to God. 2. As DircQives 7" 57. 
LE--3 by n 
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_3t5 by what Mediums we mult get-to the Bleſſed. 
tg ay 3. How we mult be quali-: 
j 4. As Marks and 
. Evidences of our being in the way to it, andf 


neſs defign'd us. 
. fied for the enjoyment of it. 


thoſe to whom it doth belong. But, this annex: 
'ton of Conditions, does not imply a power in Men 
to perform them, (though performed they mul 
2,before we enjoy the promiſed Reward; ) Not 
does the effect of thoſe Promiſes depend upon 
any act to be done by us, which ſome other Pro- 
miſe doth not provide us with. But, That great 
Fundamental Pronuſe, on which 1s founded or 
mopes of Ercrical Life, was Hbſolute; ('twas 
given afore the worid:)) Though dcarly conditio 
nal to Him with whom the Compact was anade; 
yet perfectly free and abſolute tous : and there- 
fore the adding of Conditions to after-promiſes, 
may not be taicen as :nvalidating that Fir/# Pro- 
miſe, Oras a Defeazance to it : It's a Scripture: 
Maxim, That the Covenart whicy was before con- 
firwed of God iu Chriſt.the Law (which was Four 
hundred and thirty years after) cannot aifannul; 
that it ſhould make the Promiſe of none effe(t, The 
like may be ſaid of Promiſes made x T ime ; vil 
That the Conaitionalneſs of Some, does not matt- 
void the Abſuluteneſs of Others. fsthe Law was 
to Chriſt, ſuch are Conditional Promiſes to the 
Abſelute;,, They ſhew what we ſhould be anddo, 
and ( by conſequence ) that wecan neither be nor 
doas we ſhould; and thence Inferr, the Neceſhty 
of Divine Grace to undertake for us: and then 
(indeed) is the Freeneſs of Grace adorable,which 
promiſeth help in terms of an abſolute tenor. And 
accordingly we find, that whatever is, in one 
Dcripture, 
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ripture, made the Condition of acceptance with 
God, and Eternal Life ; In other Scriptures thoſe 
rery Conditions are promiſed without Condition : 
ome of which we have a Proſpect of in the 
following ballance : which being char ofthe Sanctu- 
y, may well be allowed to catt it: Nor would it 


lt Wb once debated, if Men knew their Intereſt ; For, 


Ni Intereſt will not Lye. 


» MW Conditional Promiſes 
i /Va(hb ye, mak you 


i Weiean; ceaſe to do evil, 
vv Wear 10 do well; Come 
0 WM nw,and let 5 Reaſon 
1 Wirgether,and tho! your 


& WM in: be 25 ſcarlet, they 
5 Wall be white as ſnow, 
& W//2.1.16, 18. 

Cl Repent and tirnyſo 


"- {iniquity ſhall not be 
ur WW jour 14:7, Ezek. 16. 
i; Wo. Make you a new 
ne heart,and a newſpirit, 
v.31. 

Hear and your ſoul 
fall live, Iſa. 50.3. 1f 
tho ſhalt ſeek the 
Lord thy God, thou 


th Him with thy 
whole heart ,Deu.4-29- 
Then ſhall we know 
if we follow on toknow 
the Lord, Hoſ.6. 3. 


ſalt find Himgif thou” 


Promiſes of the Condition, 


Then willI ſprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye 
ſhall be clean - From all 


your filthineſs will cleanſe. 


you; Ezek. 36.25. I will 
forgive your iniquity ; and 
your fin I will remembcr 
no more, 7er. 31.33. 

I will put a new fpirit 
within you, Ezek. 11. 19. 
A new heart alſo will I give 
you;and a new Spirit will | 
put within you, c4.36.26. 


Thou ſhalt return, and 


Obey the voyce of the 


Lord, Deut. 30. 8. They 
ſhall return unto Me with 
their whole heart, Fer. 24. 
7. Iam found of them that 
ſought me not, //a.65.1. 
Thou ſhalt call Me My 
Father; and ſhalt not turn 
from Me, Fer. 3.19. 
US 2 C'rr- 
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Conditional Promiſes 


Circumciſe therefore 
the fores-kin of your 
hbeart,Deut.10.6. 

Return O back: ſli- 
ains Children, Jer. 3. 
Ih. 
[f ye be willing and 
obedient, ye ſhall eat 
the good of the land, 
Ifa. r. 19. 


1 will yet for this be 
enquired of 
Houſe of Iſrael , 
Ezetic. 36.37. | 
He that endureth 
untothe end, the ſame 
ſhall be ſaved, Mat, 
24.13. 


by the 


Promiſes of the Condition, 


The Lord thy God wil 
Circumciſe thine heart 
Deut. 30. 6. 

I will heal their Bac; 
flidings, Hof. 14. 4. 


Thy People hall ls 
willing, P/al. 110.3.Twill 
cauſe you to walk inm) 


- Statutes, Ezck, 36, 27 


Phil, 2.13. 

I will pour upon tic 
Houſe of David, the pl 
rit of Grace and Supplic 
tions, Zach.12.10, 

They ſhall not depart 
from me,Fer. 32.40. Whe 
ſhall confirm you untotie 
End, 1 Cor. 1.8. Fer.3-19 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe many exceeding Gre 
and Precious Promiſes, by which we are made pil 


2 PI + takers of the Divine TVarure: And if duly col 


 fider'd, would much condrce to eſtabliſh the pre 
ſent truth, which afferts the Abſolute free-givilf 


ver+3. of All things pertaining to Life and Goadlmeſ' 


And this, nothing more plainly contradicts, tha 
' to make the Diſpenſments of Grace to depend! 
the Wills and improvements of Natural Mt 
. To ſhut-out which, is a principal ſcope of Abſ 


LCorex,25, Jute Promiſes; Thar no fleſh ſhould glory in Hl 


forde 
the 
ky 
all V/ 
alled: 
*Cht 
* But 
©*the 
thaw 
oof 
oav 
*rath 
*pos 
*finfi 
ont 
: Cree 


*ſhix 


md That of His own good pleaſure, 


of God's Sovereignty, Bec. 


297 


eſence : Since 4 15 God that worketh all itt all ; *C0r-12.6. 


There are yet, divers things alledged againſt 
this Doctrine ; which the holy Scriptures, with 
Reaſons drawn from thence, and ſantified Ex- 
rerience, do afford a plentiful Barr and Anſwer 
to: And this Service they have done us, to bring 
ome things to mind ( before omitted ) whick 
may prove to the further clearing and confirma- 
ton of the Truth. 


All Men Vmverſally, ( Others as well as thoſe 
you call the Elet ) are endowed with means 
ſafficient for Salvation ? 


Phil.2.13s 


[t ſhall be far from us to leſſen the means af- _4,f;p, 


forded to any ;, or their fin innot living-up to what 
they have - They have Al! means to be better 
than they are. And yet we cannot aſſent, That 
all Men Now (ſince the Fall) have the ſufficiency 
aledged - * For, Of all the reſt, the Name of 
'Chriit, and Faith in Him, muſt not be excluded; 
* But theſe a// Men have not. In a great part of 
*the World Chriſt is not ſo much as Named; and 


*bow ſhall they believe in Him of whom they have R».10.14, 
"wot heard? And where the Goſpel is, All Men 2 1h!/ 3. 


'bave not Faith, For Men to believe (or fancy 
ther ) that ſome excellent Perſon hath inter- 
Pos d an atonement, to keep-off vengeance from 
lnful Men, ( as ſome ſpeak; ) is not to believe 
\0nthe Name of the Son of God ; but rather to 

erectan Altar to an unknown Neity, and to wor- 


*ſhip they know not what. Our Saviour — the 
ews, + 


_ 
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believe notthar [17] am [ He ] ye ſhall dien 
< your fins, For other Reafons alio, we cannot 
©4x:imit. the Objection. 1. Becauſe it ſets Man 
* Vow inthe ſame ſtate as before the Fall ; which 

cannot be, fince Al are born Children of wrath, 
*and Enemies to God. 2, Becauſe the Ob- 
ejection, whules it ſeems to Magnifie Common 
©Grace, does rndeed Nullifie the Special; asi 
*God no more regarded His own Elect, than 
other Wien. 3, Becauſe it lays a Foundationfor 
Eeli-boaiiing : For, if all have but the ſam: 
* means given from Above ; the Berterneſs of any 
muſt be from themſelves; Men mult make 
* themſelves to differ; which ( indeed) cannot 
*be, ſince the ſame means can have but the ame 
* :et4 upon Subjects alike qualified, 4.Becauſe the 
© Scripture ſpeaks expreſly the contrary ; and that 
*of thoſe who had the likelieſt ſufficiency of any 
*others; and yet They corld not belicue, Job 
© 12.39. Andof Believers themſelves, that The) 
© cannot thiak,, 2 Cor. 3.5. And of Chriſt's ow! 
© Diſciples, ( whogof all Bclicvers, had the high 
© eſt means; ) That wichour Him they can do it 
©thing, John 15.5. And if ſuch as Theſe an 
©ncither do nor th;»k,, where's the ſufficiency 
© boaſted of? You ſay, They have power to believe 
*if they will: Not fo, butif they will, they have 
© Power. Power and IWll (in this matter ) arc 
© the ſame thing diverſly expreſs'd. It's common 
*toſay, We canner, when nothing is wanting but 
*Waill. And, for Power to will, ( if ſuch a thing 
© could be ) without a Will to put that power t- 
*to AC; it would figniae no more than an ary 
9 wit P 


© Jews, ( who kzew that Aeſſiab cometh ) If ye 
Joh. 8.24. c 


2 Cor.3-2. 


NOT } 
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gichout ſtrength; like the Feet and Ankle-bones 
of him that was born a Cripple. But 1s not rbart Aﬀts 3. 


In Day | : | 
oe plorable kind of ſufficiency which leaves with- F | 
nc 10Þc, and without God, in the World ? ang £27:2+12+ 


hc {4611 15 the itate of a very great part of Man- 
hind. You ſay again, They had a ſufficiency, 
Wt) niſulage they Toſtit, And can there be a 
wor: pa/pable inftance of a thigtfs inſufficiency, 
eMi:n its unvility to preſerve it ſelf ; and the gene- 
ſu. ccisleſsneſs of it ? But, means may be pro- 
r crough, and (in their kind) ſufficient, to- 
rards the production of ſuch an Event ; and yet 
y at Event never ſucceed, for want of ſomethin 
eo WF'c which alſo was requiſite for it. - Some of the 
+ Ms, by the evident teſtimonies of Chr:/?'s Di- 
4 W'ity, were convinc'd that He was the Jeſſiah 
oe Wu''t came not up to a perfect work 5 they did not 
i W's 4/1; ;, and this, becauſe rhe Arm of the 
v - 1-5 ror revealed to them; that is, ( as 1o- 
nM peas) The Lord had not given them an heart p,,, .. 
Mnderſtard, Planting and Watering are pro- : 
er and ſutticient, as means and ſecondary cauſes; 
t nothing as to ſucceſs, without the ſpecial Ope- 
ton of God. W ho could Reaſon more ſtrongly 
mn Paul? Or ſpeak more Eloquently than Apol- 
#? and yet the ſucceſs of their Miniſtry was, as 
ed gave to every Man: It 1s Cod that worketh 
oe Mi Vil and Decd- It is He that openeth the 
re i fo Diſcipline, and Sealeth Tnſtruttioz : 
Vhen His hand is ſet-to, then 'tis authentic and 
Prertul, and not before. Of this, thoſe anct- 
it Jews are a down-right Inſtance : They had 
ans of being purged, and yet were or purged, 
mn F4& 24.13, Butinchap, 26.25. the Lord _—_ 
the 


Joh.12.42 
Iſa. 53-L. 


4 


I C1.2.% 
Job 35.12 
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the work into His own hand; 7 well ſprinkk 
clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be cleas;, from 
all your filthineſs, and from all your 1dols will 
cleanſe your, A New heart alſo will ] give you, __ 
and fo on to v. 28. By which it appears, that 
the Lord will not onely afford them Means ({ 
aforetime, ) and leave the improvement thereo 
to themſelves; (for, That He ſaw would not 
doc) but Now, He will take the whole upon 
Himſeif ; (Not to exempt them from their Duty, 
but enable them to perform it: ) as 'tis alſo in 7+ 
Ter.z3.5.remy, I will bring is Heal:h and Cure, and I wil 
cure them; I will cauſe them to walk an my Statute 
and do them; thatis, He would give them an hs 
Luk-8.15, ſt and good heart, which ſhall bring forth frut 
to perfeition, Theſe are the Means proper and 
ſufficient for Salvation; and leſs than this wil 
not doe. 


They have as full a ſuſficiency as is meet alt 
juſt for God to give * 


1, Is it meet and juit to do good? If ſo, wi) 
not the chiefe(t good that m:n are capable ol; 
which is, to have their hearts perfectly rurnedto 
God, and united to Him for ever? 2. The Ob- 
jection attributes more to Man, in the buſinesWH 
of his Salvation, than to God : For if all that Gol 
can jſ#ly or meet!ly doe in order thereto, will nd: 
ſave him, without ſomething done by himſelh 
which God is not the Doer of; then Man wil 
be reckon'd Clef Agent in the work; and (0 
the Axe will boaſt it ſelf againſt him that handlts 
it. Suppoſe a Plaiſter or Medicine to be made 


Twenty Ingredients; and one of them to bel 
tha 
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at Sovereign virtue, as to influence all the reſt ; 
| which, if that be wanting, will but ulcerate 
e wound, and heighten the Diſtemper; that 
)ue muſt be accounted the Principal. 3. It is 
ot to be ſuppoſed, that the Great and Onely 
iſe God would ſet-up a Creature whoſe will 
e cannot juſtly and meetly over-rule, eſpe- 
ally in things requiſite to the very End for 
hich he was made : Nor, that He ſhould make 
lim for ſuch an End, as that any thing conducible 
that End, may not meetly and juttly be done 

norder to its accompliſhment. 4. It would fot 
anſwer the End of Chriſt's receiving Gifts for 
en; yea, for the Rebell:ows; to bring-in whom, 
{] Power was given to Him. © Suppoſe a Ge- 
neral ſhould take-in the leſſer Forts of a revolt- 
'ed City ; but leave the Fort Royal (which com- 
mands all the reſt) in the Enemies hand, Shall 
1M fe tell his Prince, They would not yield; and 
(that, being Men of Reaſon, he thought it not fair 

'to force them 2? Would this be a fair Accompt 

v0 of his Expedition? I tro not; for it would be 
to ſay (in effect) that he did not reduce them 
becauſe they were Rebels. 5. It cannot be 
-Miighteous or meet for Men to affirm, nor for the 
Honour of Sovereign Majeſty toadmit, that the 
Creature's Will ſhould limic, divert, or fruſtrate, 
the Will and intent of the Creator. * Shall it be 
I" atthe will of one poſſeſt, whether or no the Devil 
1 ſhall be caſt-out? Shall every baſe and pitiful Luſt 
0 have a Negative Vote to that which has pa's'd 
FF the Trinity's Fiat? It was Religiouſly ſaid of 
oififnie, I will not have him for my God, that hath 


oct power over my Will, And laſily, ſuppoſe 
» a 


ZOT 


"1 
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a Man craz'd in his Head ; and you intend hir 
an Honovr or Ofticc which he never will be & 
pable of, without the full uſe of his Reaſon; |, 
4t not wectcr, and doth it not 3rpne an higher 
deprec of Love, Prudcice and ]: tice, to cun 
his Diitemper, tho' ina way c-trar' to hispre 
ſent Mind; than to wait his comp!ying with Vher 
your Preſcriptions, which (as he is ) he'l neveſl he. 
underſtand? And what hinders, but that GolMl 
may do ſo by His People; even give them nh 6b» 
Heart to know Him, and to fear Him for ever fl to 
Sive onely that this Boggy Principle of Humanſſ 11... 
Liberty will not comport with it? + of 


But if a ſufficiency of . Means to Repent maiomile 
Believe, be not afforded to All, how ſue Cot 
God be juſt in puniſhins for Negle&s? FW" do 


The Juſtice of God will not need our Salving Con 
eſpecially by a Balm of 0x7 matting: Whethe = 
He judge or juſtifie, He is Juſt in what He doth, 4 
tho* purblind Reaſon ſces not /Zow. His Juithl,”©'* 
ments area great Deep ; and it follows not, That 6 
there's no bottom , becauſe our line will naJ. 
Reach it. God dealt not ſo (in reſpect of Means a 
with any Nation as with 7/7ae/; And the Ma E” , 
Sons with Par! to Damaſcas, the Lord wok ou 
not give them to ſ:e His face, nor to hear at 


"ature 


ſhable 
f by 
alt fra 
e bre: 


.voyce; (both which He vouchſafed to Pan's} 4 
and yet He needs'no Vintication or Apology, f0t | G 


puniſhing their Unbelicf: They rhat have ſinned 

without Law, ſhall periſh without Law. Beſides, we 

Men are jultly obnoxious to prniſhinent, for neg; . ; 

lefting. or not-improvins the Means they have; mg 

albeit choſe Means (when made the beftof, thifſ® *! 
DN Att 
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ature can ) will not fave them : They are pu- 
ſhable for nor-feeding and not-cloathing ; and 
"Wi, by doing theſe, Men are not juſtified, The 
\ Wit tranſgretſion layes open to wrath; and we 
' Witot, by keeping /owe Commands, compenſate 
W: breach of Others, 


Where it 1s ſaid, [ will write iy Law in their 
hearts; and cauſe them to walk in my Sta=s 
tutes, CCC, There 1s no more inteaded by it, 
out the Giving of Things or Means proper 
to ſuch an End ? 


The ſence objected, cannot be the mind and Af. 
nit of that moſt gracious Promiſe ; For, 1. The p,,, 1, 
fomiſe is as broad as the Command ; and if 15. ».i 5; 
Command carries in it as muci as the words 3-:-* 
t do import, then alſo doth the Promiſe : But, 7 
Command doth not enjoyn onely.a Uſing the (45.24 
ſeans that tend to ſuch a Duty, butthe actual 
k perfect performance of the Duty it lt; 
ercfore doth likewiſe the Promiſe. Belides, 
Heart and Jill are One; And if tne Law 
written in the Will, then is the Will Com- 
ant with what the Law Commands: To write 
n the heart, is to. make it Naturai; and fo. 
8 more than a Means, It is the Thing zt /elf. 
That Doctrine is hardly bceitead , and not 
Wi to be credited; which ( for its ſupport ) 
ut put ſuch a Cenſtruction on the higheſt and | 
ot abſolute Promiſcs that God hath made, Av 22s" 
would render them weak and fruitleſs Things. HONOR 
| Where God hath abſolutely ſaid, That ſuch 
Ming He will doe; for Men to put-in Conditi- 
Ws or Limitations, is to raze or interline a Re- 
cord ; 
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cord ; which is a Felonious att : And how Hit li 
will deal with thoſe who adde-rto, or rake-frofWſovi, 
the words of His Prophecy, you have recorddil hu 
in the laſt Chapter of His Book : ( It's ll triflniy th: 
with Sacred things. ) 4. A Phyſician that w 
dertakes to cure a Man of his Phrenſie, and t 
keep him in his right mind; is not ſaid to ha 
done his Work, or made-good his Word (wif 
ever Mcans have been applyed to him, ) iftlrop 
Patient continue his former diſtraCtion, orR 
lapſe into it. 5. There is no need or Reb 

why the Lord ſhould promiſe, or make ſhew( 
Promifing , ore than He intends to perforniif 

( for, that would be as a broken Staffe;) C 
Why He ſhould expreſs Himſelf in terms oi 
Fuller or more abſolure Engagement, than mig! 

in all points conſiſt with His Wiſdom, Juſt 
Holineſs, &c. 6. Laſtly, The Objection 1s 

ther excepted againlt and- rejected, not one 

as it makes Man the chicf Agent in his own 

vation ; but as denyins That God doth any thi 
more for them that are Saved, than for rhemtl 
periſh; If Men m3ke themſelves to differ, ! 
Goſpel-defign of Atagr:iFing Grace, is daſ'9i 
once. © And truly, *tis maiter both of wonder 

*and grief.to ſee how induſtriouſly witty ſome 

care, to enervate the Promiſcs of God ; asif the 

© could not accept of Salvation, unleſs their 0 

£ Wills may itand Partners with his Grace. | 


But, is it not ſaid, To him that hath fualil 
giveu? 1,e, He that uſes Common Ore 
well, ſhall have ſpecial ?* 

Anſ. 1. The well-ufing of Common-Grace, is ad 


ſl 
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hat lies upon all ; but is no way Meriting, or 
oving God to bettow the jpecral : He is above 
| humane Motives; and 15 not wrought-upon 
y thern, as Men are: This is ſeen by Paul, 
hom ſpec:al Grace took-Hold-upon, even whiles 
the heat of miſuſing that which is Common ; _ 
ere was no ſpace of time between his being a 1 7M. 1. 
wſecutor, and his obtaining Mercy. 2, What ppp 
roportion 1s there ( in value ) between an hand- bs 
ul of Clay and a Talent of Gold ? Infinitely 
ore is the diſproportion between the Grace of 
ath, and al that a Natural Man can do for 
We obtaining of it: They that are in the fleſh 
mot pleaſe God, 3. VVhatſoever 1s not of 
ath, is Sin; but a Man's Sin cannot be a Mo- 
Wc for his Good : To plead your Improvements, 
0 to make your filthy Rags an Argument why 
0d ſhould accept you. Remember who it was, 4s 2.13, 
d what Condition he was in, that proffer*d 19, 
oney for the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt : Im- 
ovements for Faith, is no better. 4. It would 
It become the V Viſdom, Power, or Grace of 
0d, to build on a Foundation made-ready to 
$ hand : He needs it not, nor will it fort with 
5 Deſign; which is to have His Grace acknow- 
ied the 4/ph.s and Omega of Men's Salvation. 
tly, A 1V:{{ to improve is as much from God 
WY ic Thing to be Improved : A fan can re- Joh, 3427, 
re nothing, except it be given bim from above : 
e 11129 geen, and poiwer to recerve Or Im- 
'< it, are both from Thence: And things 

Mm Above are not ferch'd dow by Men; but 

} Come-down when and upon whom the Fa- 7,m,r,1: 
r of lights pleaſeth, | 

%  Aen 
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Men are commanded to make them a New hear 
which miſt imply an Ability ſoro ao: For,hn 
can it be Fuſt to require things imipoſſibl 
And that under ſo ſevere a penalty ? 


Anſ, Whatever is 1implyed in the Command, ſud 
Allegations do ſurely imply, that the framers 
them are much unacquainted with the Scriptur 
or extreamly Raſh in drawings Concluſions fron 


them. There are Reaſons enough and holy End 


which do juitly warrant ſuch Commands, wit! 
out ſuppoling thoſe to whom they are given, a 
Now to perform them : As, 


1. Perhaps, the Lord ſpeaks it Trowically; di 


riding thcir vain confidence, as Elsjah did i 
x £.18 27 Priciis of Baa', when he bids them, Cry al 

for he s a God : Will you hence inferre, T 

Zaal was a God ? Or that Idols can ſhew thing 


0 Ea 
)-1 
ugh 


and | 
ot 


T/a. 4*3.to come, becauſe the Lord bids them do it, the. 


by to evidence their godhcad ? Or, that Ade 


bad advantaged himſelf by his Fall, becauſe 


Gor.3.22. Lord ſays, The Man 1s become like One of # 
The like form of ſpeech is ſometime uſed « 
Fer.51.3, cerning Bac. ylow { Take Balm for her pain, i 


Us 


with Gi-/s 


$5e 7. Pp 
wice was to deſtroy her. So here, as upbraidl 


thoſe carnal Fews with their fond Opinion 
Sef-ji:ſſicrency, Freedom of Will, and Pow! 
do great matters; fake you. a New heart, 
why will ye dye? q.d. You know that the 


of theſe things is death; vou pretend to an hi 


pitch af Ability ; That Men may be as Good 
they will, and turn when they pleaſe; and 
you £0 0nN in ancvil way : If ye can make yd 


New Heart, doit; Why will ye, by negleci 


be fre may be healed; ) even then when Hi Fl, 
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oeaſie a matter, fall under a ſentence of Death ? 

M- To let them know, God hath not loſt Hs 

Wiche of Commanding, tho' Men have loſt their 
ower of Obeying : Time was when they had it, 
and Power to keepit > But having loſt it, God is 
vt bound to reſtore it 5 nor unjuſt in puniſhing 

"Wooſe neglects which ariſe from the want of it : 

W:is Man's duty To ſeck after God, tho'it be a As 17: 

W raduenture | whether they ſhall find im or #7» 
Not, 3. Hereby ro convince them, what was 
hat One thing neceſſary ; (to wit) the Change of 
e Heart; as without which, all labour 1s ſpent 
3 vain upon them; (as in the Parable of -the 

Wower.) The Root muſt be holy before the zap, 18. 

Wruit; Grapes will not grow upon Thorns ; 'nor 12--15. 
he Stony, Thorny, or High-way- ground, bring- 

, W'ta to perfection: When Ephraim was Turn- Jer.31.19 

"Wi, then he Repented, and not afore. 4. That 

\, Wing convinced of the Neceſſity of ſuch a Change, 

"Wd finding their own Endeavours wholly inef- z,,.5.8, 
cual, (as Pauldid ;) They might ſee alſo, the 9.23- 
eceſſity of Free-Grace, and of the Divine Pow- 

T, to do it for them; and ſo, have their Eyes 
. Wd off from themſelves, and drawn thither- 

:\ Wards, even towards thoſe Hills of Strength; 

aich the Church had an eye to when they pray- 
l, Tara thou me and I ſhall be Turned, 5, If 7er.31.18 
e piving a Command from God, inferres in 
len a Power to obey; then it will follow, That 
nt have Power to keep the whole Law; and 
4 vu without turning aſide to the right hand or Deu.5.3% 
6 the left, and tomake themſelves holy 1s God 
: q Holy ; { for Theſe are Commanded.) But, 
Wo That the Lord intends not ſuch a Concluſion 
'** FPud be made upon His Command, appears 
X 2 from 


. - wnagyh party 
- wage) nes a. © CIC =; 16 a 
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from the 197i Fer. v. 1, The Sin of Fudiah 1 
written with a pen of Jron, and with the po 
of a Diamond; Graven onthe table of their heart 
7.e. $0, as not to be blotted out by humane VVi 
or Strength: And therefore, 7. He tells then 
expreſly, It is as impoſſible for them to mak 

jer. 13.23 themſelves a New Heart, as for the Ethiopia 
to change his Skin: For, who can bring a clea 
rhing out of an unclean ? They that Sanltifie then 

I/4.55.17 felves, and tney that effer Swines fleſh, ſhall bn 
be conſamed together, bublif 


| be H 
Why then are en enjoyn'd attendance onth 104, | 


| . | ? 
Means, if there be ſo little 52 ther : rrepar 


Anſ.. If there were no other Reaſon or End, this werWÞW1uia, 
enough, That God hath Commaraed it: Th - 
binds us to uſe the Means, tho' not the Means! F 

eftect the thing it 15 uſed for ; Nor is the Mes 6 


ſo much to be conſidered, as God's Inſtituti of 


671 


found in His own way ; and out of it we are 


to look for Him. | 
s rath 
But, To what end is the G oſpe! preached —_ 
terms univerſal, and Umnuverſally co AM... 
if ſome particular and determinate pſi 
onely can Recerve it ? 


Anſ, The Counſel of God concerning Election 1s 
cret ; The Miniſter knows not who are the CL 
jects of it; and therefore muſt Preach to 
according to his Commiſhon. The Lord dcalsit Sata 
this, as in the Matter of Lots; Saul was f0 


appo! 
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wointed to be King ; yet all 1/-ael muſt come- 7 Sam. g. 
wether, and Lots muit be caſt on the whole art nna 
ation, as if the perſon were vet undeſign'd, 
The falling of the Lot was wholly contingent, 1 Sam.16. 
z5 to Men; Another might have been taken as 5--1>- 
xell as he it fell- upon: But, the Lord diſpoſeth Pro.15.33 
, and caſts it on the right perſon. So, touchins 

te Goſpel, It is ſent toa place where (perhaps) 

but one, or very few Elect perſons are, and thoſe 

nely ſhall be taken by it; and yet it muſt be 
publiſhed to the whole City promiſcuoully : Bur, 

he Holy Gholt, Who knowerh the deep things of 

'c4, brings it to the heart of thoſe for whom: it is 

rrepared, and there it fixcth : Which the Jaylor, 

j4ia, and other Examples make evident. 


Janis a Rational Creature, and accordingly to 
be proceeaed with: Bur thu way and manner 
of Converſion deſti oyes all Freedom of Will ; 
ans makes Converſiun a Compulſory thing £ 


The Will cannot be forced : The fan may Anf, 
forced to id againit his Will; but not to 

ul againſt his Will : Or, He may wil/ that to 

iy, which yetterday he willed zo: : But this 

'ange is ſo far from being an Infringement, that 

5 rather an effect and demonitration of his Free- 

"1. There be three ſorts of Compullion ; Vio- 

't, Natural, and Rational. 1. Yioleur;, when * 
Van is conſtrain d to: do that which his Wz! 1s 
9.uc-to:; Thus the Iſraelites to ſerve the Epgy- 

uns, and to £0 into Captivity : So alſo Paul Rym,q . 
1 other Saints are led captive to That they 


0 Mould not; By tris kind of Compulſion it is, 
als Fit Satan is cat out, (as is proved atorc ; ) Ei, 


A 3 the 
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the Wl, in Converſion, comes not under thigWet i 

kind of Conſtraint.nor any thing like it, 2, Therefſſraw: 

is a Natura: Compullion : Thus Men.and otherWiat c 

Creatures are compelled to Eat , Drink, Sleep,Whot : 

and breathe; there needs no violent hand to ins thi 

force it, nor Arguments to perſwade to it; theyſburde 

do it by Inſtinct, which God hath enducd themſÞuio 1 

with, for their own Conſervation : This is properſſtis Te 

to the Soul Converted. 3. There is alſo a RarMamin 

al Compulſion, ( which 1s neareſt the Caſe inſſtne K! 

hand :) This 1s, when the Underitanding and JudgMWrons f 

ment are coxvinced of the Goodneſs, NeceſſtyMW6ood 

or Expediency of a thing ; which before he judgeeonſid 

Luk.1ts t7-otherwiſe of. *For this, ſee the Prodioal's Reaſo live, 
2 K.7.3,4. for returning to his Father, and the Lepers lofſÞſim. 

going to the Syrians Camp : Their Reaſon tolW! the 

them, It was better to go where there was hopqſv! thc 

than tarry where there was None. See alſo th{ſÞite Li 

Arguments for the Saints living to Chriſt; Hpeis, 

$C'r.g.14 Love conſtrains them; Yet no breach of thaWeince 

liberty ; albeit, that ere-while they were othencane!: 

wiſe minded. Im, | 

The fir{t of theſe, (viz. That which is violenMWnd ye 

our DoQrine hath nothing to do with, Ic istruhce | 

There 15 a Drawing jn Converſion ; and the Bu 

would be no Converſion without it 3 /\Vo Mt -: 
7:h.5:44-Can come to Chriſt except he be drawn : Wii hom 

Drawing implies an Averſneſs, or ( at lealt) pal 
Diſability, jn him that is Drawn ; and con Will, 

quently, a kind of force, or.extrinſeca! Pun ings, 

put-forth unon him. But let me ſay, It is [#0] The 

Force, as the cenliphtened SouLmoſt placly Unignty 

jee it ſelf unto; and would"not be from unurp y 

Mc Power and bleſſed Influence of it, for a Woe Un 
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eM.ct it therefore be obſerv'd, ow the Father 
raws; It is in the moſt genuine and kindly way | 
hat can be conceivd; He draws by Teachins © Foh.s 48, 
1 WNot as Gideon taught the Men of Saccorh 5, Nor Judz.8.15 
nes the Task-Maſters drew the People to their E£x9.5.15* 
burdens: But as Facob was drawn into Egypt ; 
z7ho need not be forced to diſlodge and remove 
's Tent, when he found himſelf ſurrounded with 
amine, and heard there was Corn'in Egype 3 That ,, 
he King had ſent V Vagons for him, and Provi- 
ons for the way; tellins him withall, That the 
Good of all the Land was before him : Eſpecially 
onfidering, that his beloved Foſeph was there 
ive, and in greateſt Honour, ready to Receive 
him. In like manner, W hen the Soul hath a ſishr 
f the Holineſs of God, and of its own Vilenels ; 
Of the Purity, Streightneſs, and juſt ſeverity of 
Mic Law; With its own Uncleanneſs, Crooked- 
ne!s, Guiltineſs, and Diſability to bear the Ven- 
fence of it; That, in God alone is all its Bleſ- 
edneſs; and thar yet it cannot poſſibly come at 
im, but as dry'd Stubble ro a Devouring flame : 
'nd yet agen, If he comes not, he dyes 1n the 
rFPlce where he is, and muſt dwell with Everlait- 
Ing Burnin9s; And withall hears of a Acararour 
0 21its-out None that come to Him; and by 
nom he may come to God both ſafely and ac- 
eptably ; There will need no violent hand onthe 
Will; Even love co Hmfelf will make the Soul 
Wings, | 
There is (indeed) a violent (or rather, Al- 
Mmgnty) Reſtraint and Ciſting-out of hin that did 
nMyurp upon the Will and pervert it, by deluding 
ofie Underſtanding with falic Glulies and carnal 
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d 
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Reaſonings; which being diſpelled by the true 
Light's ſhining, the Will falls-in with it, andfol- 
lows with perfect freedom. Chrilt ofter'd no vio. 
lence to the A747, when he cait-out the Legion; 
but thereby reſtar'd him to his proper freedom: 

Cih.8.35. For, we preſently find him ar Fete feet cloathed 

, and in his right ind; deſiring Now to dell 

with Him, the ſight of whom ( before ) was a 

torment to him. © Rere, no man will ſay, the 

* Patient was wrong'd, tho? his Will was creſs'd; 

<if any do, there's cauſe to enquire, VVhether 

© himſelt be yet in his right Mind. 
Ihe Underitanding ( when the Faculties are put 
n order by Renovation) is the ſpirit of the V Vil; 


Call 
and { 
'we lr 
That 
that þ 
be cor 
better 
£0 17t 
one {| 
wile © 
1980 
::d C 
Neceſ} 
crſon 


which therefore looks and gocs the ſame way asſſide 1 

Ezeb,r. of Courſe, (as the wheels did after the living-MWn!). 
19, Creatures) without any forrcign or violent Cor ſitnou: 
{traint: It hath Nowa Springs within it, by which Fire c 


Nat tl 
11t in 
t to 
ere js 


Eph.4-23-it i5 moved and guided (it ſclf being allo renew: 
___ Edandſanctified) according to this renewed Light: 
As a Needle that is rightly touch'd, needs not be 
forc'd to look towards the Pole; It will do itby 
- eAfat.5.22 Sympathy : If the eye be ſingle, the whoie Bui) q 
ws full of light, NOW 
But ſuppoſe the thing. objected to be true; 7e4u; 
(namely, That in Converſion, the V Vill ſuftereth ſeven 
violence ;) It no way deſerves to be ſtyled Crt Eve, 
or Tyrainnical, as tome ( extreamly tender NFta-tic 
Nature's Conc. rns) do preſume to ſpeak ; Not $Fough 
tindeed) to be complained of, in the leait ;, Since (n G 
the t:ndcncy and ifſie thereof is an Infinite good. "'2n « 
© VVhat Father weald not croſs the will of his Dur 

© Child. rather thanſee him deltroy'd by hisf ol let - 
© hardineſs ? Shall Parents (as it were) force menprevite 
| « Chil-@icaty: 
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(Children's will for their good ; and be blameleſs ? 
nd ſhall not much more the tather of ſpirits, that 
oM'we may live? V Vas it not a Mercy to Feremy, 
That the Word of the Lord was as fire in hu bones, 
1 Mithct be corld nor forbear ſpeakzng , rather than 
eiMbc confounded for holding his peace 2? How mucty 
tetter 1s it to enter into Life halt or maymed, than 
2 into Hell with a whole skin ! Ihope, there is 
one ſo much beſides themſelves as to judge other- 
wiſe of itz Or complain of their being compelÞ'd 
980 to Heaven, tho? it were by a V Vhirle-wind 
id Chariot of fire. At fir/t, (I grant ) tis pure 
Neceſſity drives to Chrilt 5 but Afterwards, His 
erfonal Excellency and Lovelineſs conitrain ta 
bide with Him ; (A Sweet and Bl:fled Compuili- 


a5 
gn!) And now you would not leave Him agen, 
&- Withough the firſt Neceſſity of your going to Him 


ere quite at anend. But ſtill we ſay (as before) 
Mmtthe V Vill is not violated, but changed ; and 
11tin a due and orderly way, by being made ſub- 
& to an enlightened Underitanding ; i han which 
cre is nothing more pleaſant and Natural tor, 


Now,as touching Inferences upon this Doctrine, 
ec; icduce them to two ſorts: 1. Cantiwnary, ta 
eth Wievent the Miſuſing ſo Great a Truth: 2. Di- 
#:-, to draw-forth ſome of the ſpirits of it into 


nFW'3-tice : And of theſe, Intermixedly and Briefly, 
(or Fovgh capable of much enlargement. 

nceFl in General Take notice, That the ſcope, aid 
od. -''9n of the Doctrine, is not to foiter remiſneſs 


his Duty; Nor to countcnance @ ſtupid or carnal 
ol-M''ct : But. to ſet-forth the Fulneſs, Freencſs, and 
rei Fevitent Efficacy of Divine Grace, with tie 
hit F1cature's Nothingneſs { as tq apy confideratle 
| Act ) 
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A@ in this Matter. More particularly : Wrine: 
Inf, 1. 1. Preſume not your ſelf Intereſſed in the ProMut E 
miſe of Eternal Life, untill you find in your ſelfWQ"1 c: 
thoſe neceſſary evidential qualifications of Faith Fri 
Erik 92 and Regeneration : Or at leait,a truly earneſt andÞ£{and t 
' ?25, reſtleſs purſuit after them; 7 wall nor ler Thee poſſe: the 
except T hou bleſs me. | tie gr 
Inf. 2, 1I. Let not the means be deſpiſed, becauſe oſs D 
themſelves not Sufficient to ſave : Where thelon ol 
means are, the Lord expects that men ſhould uſeWnuit : 
them: and we read not ef any ſaved withoutWind co 
where they might be had. will d 
Inf. 3, 111. Letno man fit {till in the wilful or carcleſsÞecko! 
neglect of his duty ; pretending, that if F lected: « 1 
he ſhall ſurely be Saved ; if not, all he candowilg\yte 
not help him : Such a diſpoſition argues a greaWeaſo 
height of Pride or Sullenneſs of ſpirit, and EnmiFind cit 
ty againſt God : Fly from it as from Hell; It g/d, 
truly that Death which Hell follews after. As onſiow n 
the contrary, ye can hardly have a more hopefuWith * 
ſymptome of your {tate,than a ſerious attendances P 
upon God in His way. And in ſeeking to know] told 
your Election, begin at the Right End; Giveal] <1, 
diligence to make your Calling ſure ; and the ca 17.7 
tainty of your Election will fall-in upon it. f Tru: 
I'V. Take notice, from the Import and Teng bur a 
of the Contrary Doctrine, what ftanding reed lineſs 
and uſefulneſs there is of thoſe often repeated Cav not 4 
tions, To Try tbe Spirits, Search the Scriptureg[ is 01, 
Take heed how you hear, and Not to be led by jJ 4nd 1 
ſhews inthe fleſh: The more ſmooth and plealinF'r2tio 
Notions areto the carnal Ear, the more to be {i irom 
pecte:1, and throughly examin'd before they pa Heac 
Let the driſt of the Law and Teſtimony determine riſes 
the Queltion z and that will tell you, T _w_ Dc *towa 
- rinc 


— 
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frines are not to be held guiltleſs, that cry-up 
at Excellent Creature 24ar ; with the ſtrength 
1 capacity of Natural Reaſon ; the ſufficiency 
f Free-will-Grace ; Power of improvement, 
ind traly I know not what ; For they are not af- 
zr the pattern of wholſom words ;) making Theſe 
te great hinke whereon the deſign ( that glort- 
ts Deſign ) of Grace in Election, the Media- 
ton of Chriſt, and the Holy Gholt's Operations, 
nuit all hang and move; yea, be fruttrate too, 
nd come to nothing ; except the Reaſon of Man 
wil dethrone it ſelf, and ſubmit to that which it 
reckons Fooliſhneſs, Remember, that Godline/ſs r Tim. 3: 
eels 4 Myſtery, and a great one; (it's a Spiritnal 16s 
villyitery ) which it could not be ſaid to be, if 
exWReaſon could comprehend it. With all your care 
niYWind circumſpection fly-from that dangerous quick- 
12d, which the Fews ſunk into and periſhed ; and 
low many, in our days, are in danger of it! It x. 9,37, 
hath (ain its Thouſands for others fingle Tens. 32. 
'25 Preventive of this, I would put-in a three- 
fold Memorial. 

© 1. That there is a Specific difference between * 
'Myral Virtues and Divine; (or Holineſs of \ || 
fTruth,) True Holineſs has ail Morality in it 
noW* ur ail that is called Moral, may be without Ho- 
ec lincſs, nor will ever rife to it; . Sublimation does 
av "not vary the kind ; Holineſs muſt have a Root of - 
refit own. He that beſt knew the Nature of things, 
and what may be made of them, affirms it as 1r- 
(nf rntional to think otherwiſe, as to expect Figes 141-7-18 
(UF from Thiſtles.. That they proceed from ſever:| oh 
a} Heads, appears from their ſeveral Ends: What 
0 * ris from the Divine Nature, Directs its courſe 
JE towards God, and ceaſes not untill it arrive at 
Ink Ty Him ; 


Mat. 12. 


33. with © by the zngrafred Word, He that thinks to drav 
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<Him; and what riſes in ſelf, terminates there Mone 
<(as a Circle, where ever it begins, there it ends loſt 
« fetch it never ſo fair a Compaſs.) Paul wasafÞ Ti 
£ Moraliit of no Ordinary ſize; his often quotingÞerms: 
<it, ſhews the eſteem he once had of it : but,whenW«/2as 
© 3t pleaſed God to reveal His Son in him, he countso'e ( 
<it all but dung ;, ( which he would not have done Wer, 
© had the New Creature ſprung out of the Old.)|Þ4re Þ 
<But, thus far he was ( when he knew betterſÞcen h 
* things) from his former fondneſs, and ſo ſhilifÞþle(st 
*we. Think not (therefore) to find in youratt « 
« ſelves the Materials of Goſpel-Holinels ; or toſÞcar in 
© raiſe them out of the duſt of your Natural ent gc 
* dowments : Which, though of good uſc in there dat 


© place; will not bear of the right kind, till headedſÞelles 
and t 


am-1-21© Saying Graces out of Natural Principles, bu vio ! 


* ſpins out his Bowels to dic in his own web. withe 

2. You may not think to obtain ſpecial Grace, arttor 
upon your Improvement of that which is Con-ſſ'cir 
mon : He that does, builds on a wrongs Found W"gly 
tion, and is vet under a Covenant of works; us of 


G.1.3.15, der which no Man was ever Saved, nor ſhall be wher 


This was the Caſe with thoſe who followed aft 'vrow 


Ro. 9: 31-the Law of Rignteouſneſs, and &&d not attain! "* 


-* . . + _ ' I 
3: What was it that hindred ? They ſourhr it (4 


zt were) by the works of the Law: And yet rhe 
Gentiles, who ſougbr it not, attain'dir. \Whett 
Note (by the way) That thoſe who do nt 4 
all ſeei; atter Righteouſneſs and Life, are 1n 5 
likely a way to ſpecd, as thoſe who ſeek it #14); 
that is, by works of their own. In vain is Salvs 
tion leoked-for from the Hills of Natural freedom 
Free-will-Grace, Humane Improvements, 
what ever clic is of higheſt eiteem with Met: 
Nork 
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one in ſuch danger of being broke-off, ( that is, 
{loſing That they profeſs and ſeem to have, ) 
is Thoſe who are hrgh-minded, who ſtand on their 
rms, and will not yield without taking their 
wage With them - It was the very ſame with 
Whoſe Carnal Fews, We have Abraham to our Fa- 
her, Were never in bondage to any an: And, 
tre We alſo Blind? If thy. Carnal heart have 
ken hankering that way, and now brought-off, 
leſs the Lord for it; Remember the danger thou 
at eſcap'd, and come no-more There : And 
arinthy heart (asa frontict between thine eyes) 
at good word recorded in Feremy, which ſhews Jer: 17.5, 
hedanger of making Fleſh thine Arm, and the 0,7 
eſſedneſs of Truſting onely in the LORD. 
and this (I truly think ) is the cauſe that ſome, 
who have made a fair profeſſion, do fall-off and 
wither ; they make the Promiſes of Grace Con- 
ce, 4itional, and the efficacy of them to depend on 
m-Fticir free-will's diſpoſe, and treat them accord- 
2+-Mogly : Such Faith is but of Humane extrac), it 
un-WF's of er, and therefore it comes to nought ; 
be. whereas if it were of God, tt could nor be over- 
1M thrown. 

of ©3. That Humane wiſdom is no competent 
(off Judge in this matter : Ye may as well try Metals 
rel 0n a Brick-bat, or judge of Colours by moon- 
cre 'ight, as of Spiritual things by Natural Reaſon; 
they are above it, though not contrary to it : Nor 
El vill the clearneſs of light wirhour, help in this 
1} cafe; high-noon and midnight are both alike to 
v3 one that was born blind ; the light of the Sun, if 
mf ſeven- fold, would but more dazle the fight that 
of '5 not adapted for it. Divine things are not vi- 


0 ole but by an Organ ſutably diſpos'd ; In the 
"ee * want 
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* want of which, the Scripture it ſelf is too-0f Excel 

* perverted ; and the letter of it ſet up to oblite Margt 

©rate its meaning. The very Diſciples of Chrifiſ*/*4 

* knew not the Scriptures, but as He opered tha ple 

x John $.< Vnderſtanding, and ſhone intoit : And enableeſÞje” © 
2c.* by this, they looked-upon and handled the word**"lP! 
e's '*of Life as ſuch; they vebeld His Glory, the Glo") 
" "FC ,s of the onely berotten Son of the Father ; whe: the b 

x Jo6.1.1.< at the ſame time, the Learned Scribes with lor tl 
Jeh. r.14-<* their Moral and Litcral Endowments, ſaw nd th 
yy Ih * ſuch thing ; but counted Him a Decerver andone mult 
1-5-5. poſſeſt. The things of God knoweth no Manu the m 

I Cor. . © rhe Spirit of God, and he to whom the Spar ment, 
18,15. will Reveal them : Bur, the [| Natural ] 1M. ment: 
_” *(whiles ſuc) receiverh not the things of 1 be Se 
I Cor. 2,  Sperit; they are | Fooliſnneſs ] to him ; nat the w 
14, 15. [| can | he know them, becauſe they are [Sp Thoſ 
Luk? 24. r;rually ] diſcern'd, and not otherwiſe. Bu (Wh 
4%-< he that is Spiritual ( endued with Power from" 1: 

on nigh) ZFudgeth all things 3 yet he himſelf _ 
Revs I 4gedof uo Mgn;, No unfpiritual Man unde! _ 
' ſtands him, nor his Principles ;, It's a new Nanqs*t*? 
* which ao Man knows but be that hath it, Hence f L 
AF.17.18*they are called Vrearellizible Notions - and wi1d and E 
© will this Babler ſay? when be Preachcd Feſus,art © c 

© the Reſurreiftion of the Dead. And for this think 

__ © cauſe, the Apoſtle itil] pravs for thoſe he writes be on 
EDb.1.1",cynto, That Cod would give them the Spirit ff "<4 
'© Wiſdom and Revelation, and enliclten the Eft ann 

© of their Uncerſtanding . ( Where note, ti! Foc 

ver. 1:, © one of the great things they were to diſcern,was 

© The Exceeatng greatneſs of the Divine Powt 
© put-forth in them that believe, ) And, that rt 


Phil, w © right abound in knowledge, andin all Fuagment! 
Cot. 1,9, © and this, that they might approve ;hings that # (ep. 


FE xc 


MExcellent;, (or try things that differ, as the 
Margin hath it. ). So, for the Colloſſians; He 
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eaſed not to Pray for them, that they might. be 


blle#'with the knowledge of Hs Will, in all Wiſ- 


mand [ Spiritual | Underſtanding, Which 


Fcriptures plainly import, that there 1s not in 


rvery Man this knowledge ; nor yet enough in 
the beſt: for, why ſhould he Pray ſo ſolemnly 
for that which is Common, or eaſily attain'd ? 
S then, W:ſdors 1s the Principal thing, and it 


MWinuſt be Wiſdom from Above, without which 
Wihe mind is not good, nor capable of right Judg- 
Muaent, however garniſhed with Humane Habili- 


ments : But, indued with th:s, thoſe other will 


Wc Serviceable Handmaids ; If the Eye belingle, 


the whole Body ſhall be full of Light. lt is true, 
Thoſe /effer lights may ſerve to Rule the Night, 
(which they were made for ) but when the Day- Pſal.124. 
Itaris up, they vaniſh; then tke Wild Beaſts lie 


MW own in their Dens, and Man goes forth to his 


work. Therefore ger Wiſdom, and with all thy _ 


af (tting per Underſtanding : It's a Well-ſpring bbs 2h 


of Life ro him that hath it The Image of God, 744. 15.3. 
and Eternal Life begin here. The firit ſtep to- Epb.3.23. 


F wards it, is your ſenſe of its want; He that © 3-12. 
off thinks he knows any thing, knows nothing yet as 
- if Ve ought to know : the more ye know in Truth, 
tic deeper ſenſe ſhall ye have of your ſcanty at- 


I Cor.8.2. 


tainments. Ze that will be Wiſe, let hims become 
« Foo! (in his own ſight) that be may be Wiſe. 
Whom God will zeach Knowledge, and make to If. 28.9. 


ch. 3 13s 


 -zd:r/tand Dottrine ;, He weans from the Milk, 


and draws from the breaſts, of their Mother- 
Wit, and Carnal Underſtanding. Your next 


kepis, To ſeek Wiſdom where 'tis to be had, 
© VIR, 
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Jam. 1.5.*viz.. at the Fountain head, rhe Farther of Light tc 
<He that thinks to obtain of himſelf, (a Phra Go, 
©to0 much in uſe with ſome) goes to a wronl © V 
<1oor; andis but as likely to ſpeed, as a Rgg gre. 
that asketh an Alms of himſelf : And henceitiWnot t 
<that inſo many ſeekers, ſo few that find. WiiEnor |; 

© Solomon {from a ſenſe of his Childhood in knowdeed 
<ledge) ſought Wiſdom of God; he obtain'dto int 
© when of himfelf, ( though better ſtock'd thaFl ord 
© before ) he faild: / fa14, 1 will be wiſe, bu$hep 
Eccl 7.23-< was far from me. ( He ſeemed (at this tum Wrants 
Pro,28:26 to be of the Free-will perſwaſion ; and he fprFcarc 
e accordingly.) He therefore puts upon thifplice 

courſe a mark of Ignominy ; Ze that rruſtethiF cs: 
© is own Heat, is a Fool, I wilh it may not bFnct t} 
©faid to any among us, T hy Wiſdom and thy Know Tier, 
T.47-10,* {cage It hath perverted thee.And having once g0Fnot ti 
Lev.6.13. © 81s Spiritual Faculty, preſerve it like Fire uporge 
Job. 9.19, © Ne Altar, Jet it never go-out. And for youRtur : 
2 Pet. 1, <growth in it, tive-up to what you know ; He tilave 
s--8. ©pilldo His Wl, ſhall know of His Dottrine, Witch 
 Inf.s. V. if the Divine Power be ſo Abſolutely NeWeath x 
ceſſarv, then reſt not on Means or Miniltry, thougWinthe 
the beſt : Uſe them as Means, but ſcll have youEarpyc 
Eve towards that Power and Grace which aloWQhot c9 
can make then Effectual. Elſbs ſmote the Wiiffin the 
2 Kings rs with El:jah's Cloak; but, it was the [ 00! hot lik 
14. of E1:jah that parted them hither and thither, Wee th, 
makea wav over. lem rolled the ſtone froneone { 
Joh.11.41 .Lazarus his Grave , but [ Chriſt ] was He wh clof 
43- brought Lazarus forth. Our Duty 15, to minFwill nc 
our Duty, and to have our Faith in God, as tMreher 
Princinal part of it; For, He it is, who is bot\Wand 7, 

the 7akrr of ous Plaiſter, and the Layer of ito" on | 


who alſo doth influence and manage it for us, - Mainly 
fi 
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Writ to laſt, He is both Author and Finiſher ; It!Cor.12.6+ 


rats G'od that worketh all tn all. 


great work, and Partics concern'd about it; Let 
not the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt be over-look'd 
nor let it be lightly confider'd, How little (1n- 
deed leſs than nothing ) that you or | have done 
o induce or help it on. Sce how manifeltly our 
ha Lord and Redeemer approves Himſelf the good 
FS\cpherd : He 1s not ſarisfied to ſend His Ser- 
FW ants, but He goes Himſelf; and ſuch 1s His 
peFcare and love to our Souls, that He leaves no 
oF plice unſearch'd Ranges the Bryars and Thicis- 
bits; balks ncither Mountains nor Valleys; Noz 
df tot the Valley of the ſhadow of Neath 3 ( Nay, 
0m Tocre He's molt likely to ſpeed) and Reſts Him 
2 not till Hoe have found. He doth ( as 1t were } 
polioroet the Ninety and Nine of His very Sheep, 
outiat are already brought-in, (yet ſo, as not to 
ave them without a good Guardian; ) and all to 
ktch in a ſtragler. Which having found, He 
@th not yet think it found,till He have it at home 
nthe Fold, It is not enough to Him to Move, 
Argue, Perſwade, Threaten, and if they will 
Wot comply , let them take their courſe, and feed 
nthe Fruit of their doings; ( His Mercies are 
ot like our free-will Mercies to our ſelves. ) To 
& them but deeplier plunged by all He nath 
ne for them, would not be to ſee of the Tra- 
of His Soul, and be ſatisfied. But, if all this 
Willnot do, (and He |:nows it will not) He ap- 
Wrenends His lott Sheep, (as He did 17:mafſeh 
nd Paul, or asan Oilicer docs a Fupitive ) lays 
on His ſhoulders, and brings it home ; winch 
Mainly ſhews the Sheep's averineſs to return : 
Y cFor, 


*V 1. In looking o'r the ſeveral parts of this Inf. 6. 


A Pradical Diſcourſe , 
*For, if it would either lead or drive, the Shep,,; - 
© herd would not trouble Himſelf to bear it on Ki 
* back. O That the Love and Faithfulneſs offf, 1. 
© Chriſt might have its weight on our Hearts, i... 
*Love Him highly, and our ſelves onely for H boſs 
* ſake; who ſaves us (at firſt ) againſt our will, 11 
© inſaving us from our ſelf-willedneſs; and ff, , 
© making us willing to be ſaved! ſon. 
V LI. If all that pertains to Salvation, be give 
1n Right of Election; Then let every Soulth = 
ſecks for Spiritual Gifts, and would be ſurety,,. 
ſpeed, apply himſelf to Eleiting loves, andletdlf,. 
your thankſulneſs for all that you have or hop mſide 
for, be referred to that love: For, That isth 
Rock out of which they are hewen ; the Founta 
and Sprins from whence they proceed. Scet 
Bounty and Nobleneſs of it! EleCting love ql 1, j;1 
onely provides your ome, but ſends you Waginll,,. 
and Provilion tor the Way: Regard not your StijſLs;1,;; 
( whatever you have of your own, be it good, off 
be it bad; ) For, rhe goodof all the Land u you... , 
Make mention of nothing that is properly Thin man 
cxcept the Greatneſs of thy ſins, (as David; );;ir..; 
power of Indwelling Corruption, (as Paul;) Tifh:;,,; 
Unadility to Serve Him, (as Foſbua and Ferem)S..14 
that, without Faiththou canſt not pleaſe God,N( wid 
give Glory to Him : That without Holineſs th... 
can{t not ſhew-forth His Virtues, nor anſwer W;;... 
End for which He hath Choſen thee : And ( final; ;,; 
that thou canit be Sanified by char Will one}, ,, , 
He3.16.., which Wills thy Sandtification. bo 
** When Ao/es would prevail for the Graco, ;-. | 
preſence of God with that People, what does! Apa 
Ex-d, 22, Pleau for 1t? Remember (ſays he ) this Nate (,, 
3; 16,495 Thy People; And Wherein ſhail it be known! acnifid 


it 20; 


me ſx 


00. 2c 
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it not in this, That Thau poeſt with 115? Here you 
; he makes God's preſence with them, an Evi- 
ice of His having Chofer them ; And from His 
oſeno them, He draws an Argument Why He 
ould be wztch them. Moſes durit rot ſay, 1bcy 
re a People that keep thy Commands, They are 
ſons of 4 very honeſt anvennous diſpoſition, (as 
me ſpeak ) A Traitable ſort of Men, that have 
mp/red mth Thee, and better Impr -ved Toy Fa- 
ms than their Neighbours have done, There- 
re Own them, and Go with them: No, but 
ſider ( / pray thee ) that they are thy People 
wi haſt Choſen them above all People ; and thnere- 
edeal with thein above the rate of Thy dealing 
itnother men. 

Inlike manner, Having received any ſpecial 
wour from God ; Sacrifice not to your better 
" "gs: but as Denzel, ( who, though a man 


ncaled ro me for any Wiſdom that ] have wore 
many living, Thus alſo, we find David dc- 
| Ting kimfelt: when NVarhun brouphr him that 
In Fac ious meſſage from God how great things He 
You'd do for him and for his Houſe ; what does 


j "IN - FUE Ry Bf 
s T:2:t 7 1.6. Thou knoweit, that | have done 
VOY ining which might move Thee to this Munia- 


7 to thine own he. ty Thot baſt-dane-all 1 (uſe 
Fc! tings This is the voice of tlie Man a alrex 
E015 own heart. 

gain, Suppoſe vou have done a" y lion S 

ce for God, Retire into ff biferncnt, _ 
Picnic Gol that He was ptenlcd to vouct ſale 
I. 3 YOu 


223 
and Thy People bave found Grace in Thy ſight ? Deut. 1, 


"P42: put it upon? Thou Lord God hnoweſt thy 


I5, 


, crcat \Viſdom, yet ſays zhe ) This Scorer is not Din. 2.35 


Nt boy UALy.: 2ut for thy Words ; [oh <G PST ACCO7 Aa 2 T3 ; -—_ 


-/ —- 1 S 
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you that honour: Thus alſo did David; whe 
ſetting his aftection to the Houſe of God, he had 
gathered that huge incredible Maſs of Treafur 
jor the building of it: He wonders not ſo muc 
at his having gotten it, (thouch that might wel 
be wondred at;) as that he ad an heart lo ſree phate 
to oy it to that Sacreil ute; 1b» 2: 1, (ſayt He 
ag rhe) and phat 15 ty People, that we fond be alla} 3. 
” ro off er tous wil ungly! For,all thinos arc of TheeWor t] 
He acknowledgeth their IW:/le27ncfs to of er, taffffo rar 
be as much of God, as tne Ofc: eng rt elf. omp 
Pal, having laboured more abundantly than als w' 
tne Apottles, puts from hiniiclf the honour of tual 
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OM 
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EET Noe hy but the Grace of God that Was with Mey, | 
*Three or four Things (in ſcekins for ſpirituWlecti 
bicſlings ) be ſure to kee pitill in your m: nd. Not B 

1hat you mult bc © Nothing in your ſelf: NenWery | 

PEER ic is not for 0!4 7 orriesf, the Botiles muſt firlur 137 

ene DE-undone, and mace-up - Auew: or elſe, tia th 


wine wiil be fpilt, and the Bottles perzjh. pl 
your 1aginary Righteouſn: (3, Wiſdom,! «trengthW: {2 
&c. nut be narted from you; and 'ti; as necelrbaſc 
ary, as to leave your Aſavcground, and bull Von 
on tne firia Rock. Wot 

2. That Spiritual Bl ellingss, area Gift, and v1 Htng 


not admit of azy Plea w hich m. i ah m7 10 mank Ai, 
them Wares, L4z.irm loved Chritt : yet woulgs an ; 
rot his Sitters uſe that as their Argument; out 74, 
Lord, ve whom | I ou | loweſt, ts ſich. Jebk- 13.3! / 0; 
What ne c Scriptures hold-ſorth as a Motive witortan 
Gol, ivr you may plead and that” 5s His Namely 4. Þ 
fag inicid nothing e:1e 15 plcadab le at tn. - Thro c [ ot 
oi Grace, Eiteem not your ſelf the better fo UM, a 
Wt YOU may carry veiti you; Think not tod Nen fax 
aCcceptcg pccauſe of OUT P; elect : ity 15 NOT VOL Uiae, 
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foney, nor your doxble Money in your hand, 1/a. 55 1: 
t will fetch you Corn from Above, (tho' it may 
om Egypt: ) Silver and Gold, Worls and 70b.7.37: 
'Vorthineſs, are of no value at the Mint of Free- 
race: But, Thereit is, and Thence ye muit have 
hatever may render you welcom at the Court 
Wt Hicaven, 
3. Benot over-ſolicitous how you ſhall ſpeed 3 
Xor think you ſhall fare the worſe for coming in 
 ratter d and pitiful a Condition : Free Grace 1s 
ompaſſonate, Rich, Bountiful : Youare not the 
5s welcom becauſe you bring Nothing : The be/# 
malrfication 1s tO find your ſelf dl-cualified, Em- 
ty, Hungry, Poor, Naked, Blind, Miſerable. 
Electing-love hath provided Enough, and ore - 
Not Bread and V Vater oncly, (thongh rheſe are 
ery welcom to an hungring and thirity Soul; ) 
ut [ie and 711k , Wine on the lees, A feaſt of Iſs, 28.6; 
a things: Not Aprons made of Fig-leaves, or 
oats of Beaſts-5kins; but Long Robes of £1#- Revag; 
n fine and white : Not Money made of Leather, 
Ir baſe Mettal, (that would burthen One to carry 
Month's Proviſion of it; ) But Co!4; and of 
bat the fineſt, and tryed 2n the fire; which hath Rev.3.18) 
Ing of Droſs or Cankering Rult adhering to : 
And if thou have but /irrle, loo on that l:rrle 
ban Earneſt of More; To him that hath ſhall 
* yiven ; Altho? thou be but ſwoakine flix, Fe If, 
0 { 207 quench thee, But to make ſure this.1m- 
ortant work 3 
4. Be ſure you leave not Out your Mediator, 
nec Lord Feſzz5 Chrijt: Electing Love doth All in 
rum, and fo mult you: Ask all in His Napre, and 
0 Ven fay, Lord, He is worthy for whoſe ſake Thou 
youg”-!ie/F dog thy ! And withall, take heed ci 
TH | Parich- 


te 42+30 
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poſe to want : Here we are ſure of Supply and 
ty; It's a Tower that's really walled up to 
aven; a Never-to-be-empticd Cloud of Afan- 
ih; and a Facob's IWell that is never dry : "Tis 
kepindeed, and you have nothing to draw-with z 
et be not diſheartned; Stay by it, and the VVell 
; ſelf ſhall Riſe-up to you, rather than you ſhall 
ant, 


your doing, Walk hxmbly, as living on Another's 
jounty : Aſſume not to your ſelf, but aſcribe the 
hole of your Salvation, and of all the Conduce- 
nents thereto, to Electing Grace; and hang-on 
that Root alone: Even Faith it ſelf, as it is the 
kelievers ACt, is not to be reſted in, nor to ſhare 
nthis Glory: VVe may ſay of Faith, as he to 


Honour thereof chicfly belong'd to Ceſar who 
vc them that Governour : ) Give unto Faith its 
Wie; Accept alwayes, and in all places, the bene- 
its you have by it, with all thankfulneſs : For, it 
Ges you many good Offices, and you cannot live 
vithout it; Onely zz the Throne let Grace be 
Wee 7: ; For, That's the Porentare which puts 
Fath in that Capacity, and maintains it there ; 
ad the truth is, true Faith is beſt contented with 


'eople, It was not rtherr Sword, nor tbe:r Bow 
lat drove-out their Enemies : But, (ſay ſome ) 
It was the Sword and Bow which God put into 
tir hands, and which they Manfully employed ? 
0, God will not have Men arrogate ſo much to 


wbdues our enemies under us, The People with 


nite; 


Numb.2g 
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VI. Having done all you can, and in the mid(t Inf. 7. 


Flix, By thee we enjoy much quietneſs ; (but the 4&s 24. 


2, Zo 


Mis own place. To this End the Lord tells His 


iemſelves; but to acknowledge, Jr is God that Pſ. $0.12, 


iaron He reckons roo many to give the Afiaia-7ud;.7,2 


Gal.2.8, 


Col. x 


Cante4.1 


Gal 9. 


g Foh. 5 
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*7* tothe V ork;nas of God in them, 'Tistrue indeed 


A T;aFical Diſcourſe 
nites into their hands, Leſt rhey ſhould Vaunt the 
ſelves againſt Him, Faith and other Graces f 
Mighty onely through God: As they are His Werk 
manſinp, fo tis He onely can keep them Go 
(as a Watch or other Engine cannot wind-up 
ſelf.) To frame a Perpetual Motion, no Ma 
hath ever attain'd 5 No, not in trifling Matters 
As thou hadit no hand in changing thy Heart 
firſt 5 ſo neither, of thy ſelf, in carrying-on thi 
work afterwards ; All our Suthcicncy ts of God 
Even all the Strivings of the Saints are accordiny 


That a good Tree will bring-forth good Fruit 
but not without Sun, Ayr, Dew, and other Ha 
venly Influences; For, if ſeparate from theſe, the 
Tree it fcli will die: So, without a continu 
5 Communication of Virtue from 4bove, the New 
Creature can neither 44 nor Zive, Depenn 
therefore on that Radical Grace (2. e. On the 
God of ai! Grace, ) for Preſervins and Actul 
ting the Grace He hath given you, Ret not! 
this, That you know God, but rather, That you 
are known of God. 
I ſhall cloſe this Head, as Fohn the Apoſile 
doth his firit Epiitle ; where havins aflerted the 
Divinity of Chriit, he preſently ſubjoyns, Lit 
' Children keep yorr ſelves from Idols : So ſay weltey is 
of Eleding Love; {( which was indeed the Roof abic 
and Cauſe of Chrii Himſelf as Mediatour; )is is 
What-ever you lean-upon beftdes and wirhont reeeng | 
ſpelt to That, you male an Idol of tt. Mints 
ling 

ny of 
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FERSEVERANCE, 


OR 


Abe certain and Effeual Pro- 
goof of ELEcTiON, 


OR the firmer ſupport and comfort of 
Believers, notwithitanding the preſent 
weakneſs of their Faith; As alſo, to al- 

Jure and bring-in Others,. who are han- 

ning abqut the Door, or yetin the High-ways 

{ Hedges 3 It hath pleaſed the Holy and only 
ie God, to indulge us with plain and pofi- 
ne aſſurance of the certain continuance and-go- 
-on, of All who have once believed and recei- 
the Grace of God in truth; Albcit, that 
Funy concern'd in this Afﬀurance, attain not” 
MW it. That Faith and Holineſs do infcparably 
blow Election, is ſhewn afore: Our buſineſs 
wis to ſhew, that Faith and Holineſs are of, 

FT abiding Nature, and ſhall never be loſt: And: 
lis is that we call PERSEVERANCE: Which 
ting the Crown and Glory of all the former 
Points, and that as ſecures tous the Comforts 
ling thence being alſo as much impugned as 

ny of Thoſe: the Proot and Contirmation there-" 

i 1s apparently neceſſary , and tcnding to pro- 

t: And I truſt, it ſhall not only appear, that 
A 7, the 


A Pradical Diſcourſe 
the DoQtrine is Trmez but alſo repleat with Ar- 
2uments promotive of Holineſs; by which the 
contrary Opinion will beſt be contradicted; 
For, ſo it is, in the Wiſdom ef God, that every 
Truth has that in 1t, as properly tends to its 
own Defence and Eſtabliſhment. It's the pro- 
perty of Men truly wiſe, to enterpriſe only at- 
tainable things, and things worthy their Wiſ: 
dam 3 as ailo, fo to frame and module the 
Mens , as not:;tomns their intent: Much mgre 
mult it become, and be incumbent upon Him 
who is Wiſdom it felt, ſo to do. If then, the 
Ultimate End of all things be the Glory 0 
God and the ſecond Great End, the Salvation 
oft His Choſen; It may well be concluded, that 
the properelt means for attainment, are pitch- 
ed upon 3 and thoſe, ſuch as will compals his 
End. Hence allo, we may be ſatisfied, that all in- 
termediate Occurrences, { however improper in 
their own Nature, and caſuzl to us, ) were all 
fore-appointed of God, and that by a Decr& 
moſt wiſe and fixed; and conſequently, are and 
ſhall be {o difpented, a5 not to hinder, but help 
on, and bring-about, the thing principdly ac 
fignds which thcretore thall not (cannot) mil 
carry, nor be finallydiſturbed: However, therc 
toxc , Men of corrupt minds may ſtumble at th 
Word, change. the Truth of God into a Lye 
and turn His ' Grace into Laſciviouſncls 3 and 
ſome others, ( not of detign but ) by miſtake 
and unacquaintcdnets with the true liate of the 
Queliion 3 may diſapprove and object 2gainn 


it: Yet nay not the Truth be diſcarded , 80t 


i:s Friends ſhy to own itz But firjye the more i 
dulirioufl 


kcr10! 
ls, 2 
row. 
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kiriouſly , by their Sobriety , Meckneſs, Holi- 
5, and all good Fruits, to make the World 
row, that to the Pure all things are pure whiles 
zother Men (through the impurity of their own 
pris ) all things are defiled , and turned into 
2; And in particular , that the Doctrine of 
9d's unchangcable Love to His Choſen, and 
xir Endleſs abiding thercin, 1s no way an In- 
or [ncouragement to fin, or Remitne(s in Du- 
; but the Powerfulleſt Strengthener againſt A- 
rtacy , and moſi Eftc&tual Quickner to Goſpel- 


o 


hedience, 


MI. 45 touching this Dodtrirſe , the ſubſtance of 
ot 1 intend}; is reduced into this Propofiti- 
| ll > Viz, 

il That all and every one of Gods Ele@, 
1 being once Regenerate and Believing 3 
"ny are and ſhall invincibly be carried. 


on, to the perfe# obtainment of Bleſ- 
 ſedneſs and Glory. 


owards the Evidencing of this Truth: | 
I, Let ustake-in things of a lower conſiderati- 
n, than that of Eternal Salvation 3 and ſec, how 
boſe Perſons ( formerly inftanced ) being deſtin 
vot God to Eminent ſervice in the World, were 
aried thorow, and that compleatly, to the end of 
cir work 3 notwithfianding the greateſt difhcul- 
is and natural impoſſibilities, that ſtood in 
Mir way to impede it. By which will appear the 
We effe& of God's Purpoſes , even in the midlt 
Nall intervenient Obſtructionsz and will con- 
ibute (not a little) to illuſtrate the Truth in 
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I. I begin with Abrahim's Seed : In Gen, 12,7, 

Fhe Land :of Canaan is given them by Pro- 

miſe : Tſaac, in whom this Seed ſhould be called, 

was not yet born 3 nor yet, until both his P4- 

rents were paſt Age. To help this , the Lord 

Gen18.11. brings-back the Sun many degrees makes it a 
new Spring-time with them, and gives them I. 

chap. 28.21 [496 When Tſaac was Married, his Wite proves 
verſe 23, barren: Aﬀter twenty years waiting , the Lotd 
(in Anſwer to Prayer ) gives her Conception, 

Now, two Children they had 3 the Elder of which 
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the Lord rejc&s3 and the other (to whom the | 


Promiſe belong'd) in danger every day to be 
kill'd by his Brother; and ſo, the Line of the 
chay, 27.417 Pronuſe 1n danger of failing. 7acob, to fave his 
cha 2842, lite. flies to Padan-Aram there Laban deals hard- 
chap.z1.41 Iy with him 3 and when he made homewards, 
v.23, & 24 follows him with cvi] intcnt : But, the Lord in 
a Drcam takes him off. No ſooncr- is he eſcap'd 
chap.326.. from him, but Eſau comes againſt him with four 
$ hundred Mcn , full-bent to revenge the Ole 
Grudge: The Lord turns his hcart ina moment, 
chap 33.4; and melts him into Brotherly Aﬀection3 that 
V. 12s inſtead of deſtroying Facob , he proftcrs himſclt 
to bc his Guard and Cenvoy. When Simeon and 
Lew had fo highly provoked the Canaanites, that 
at oy It was a Thouſand tv One but they would come 
'2* and cut oft Facob's Family at once 3 the Lord 
cauſes a terrour to tall upon them , that thcy do 
not ſo much as Jook attcr them. When a ſeven | 
po: Zoggs years Famine was coming on the Land 3 (likely 
h.p.41 4 nough tocat up poor Facob and his houlc ) the 
L.crd, by a ſtrange Providence, ſends an Harbin- 
ger to make proviſion tor them in Egypt. When 
opprett 


Ing; and fo gave them the Land in poſſethon, | 


of God's Sovereignty, &c. 34r 
oppreſt by the Egyptians , and all means uſed to 
dttroy them 3 and that both with Craft and Cru- Exed.1.128 
elty 3 the Lord fo orders the Matter , that the 
more they were oppreſſed, the taſter they grew 3 
and by an high hand brings them out at laſt, 
In the Wilderneſs, they carry themfelves as 
unworthily towards God , as ever People did 
doing all that in them Jay to cut off the Intail 
of that good Land, by their unbcliet, and daily 
repeated Rebellionsz inſfomuch that the Lord 
threatens to diſpoſſeſs them : But , for his Pro- 
miſe ſake made with Abraham , withdraws his 
hand, and ſparcs them. 
- I might inſtance alſo, the great fixcights and. 
cangers they were in at the Red-Sez, which the 
Lord divided for them Afterwards for want of 
water, which He brings them out of a Rock 
Then for Bread, which alſo he gives them from 
Heaven ; How they were denicd paſſage by ſome, Tho 
and way-laid by othcrs3 and yet carried on and » nn 
delivered 3 And at laſt, how the Lord drove out - We 
thoſe Gyants, whom they deſpair'd of Overcoms Nr 


according to his promiſe hundreds of years a- 
tore: There failed not ought of any good thing the 
Lord had premiſed: Tt all came to paſs , Joſh. 21. 
45. "* 
2, Foſepb: Little Joſeph is one whom the gen.39.9," 
Lord-will honour 3 which in ſeveral Dreams he *' 9,113 
Intimates to him ; His Brethren do therefore hate "i 
him 3 and to fruſtrate his Dreams, (which ſigni- 

hed their ſubjection to him |) they conſpire to v. 19. 
kill him : And how ſhall Joſeph eſcape ? They 

are ten to once, and he the leaſt, Reuben ( who 


£3 being 


V, 28. 


U. 24. 


Gen.37 CI) 
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being theEldeſt, was moſt concern'd, in point of 
Honour, to hinder Foſeph's advancement } he 
ſhall relent at the very motion of making him 
away, and out of reſpe& to his Father ſhall de- 
Iiver him. Well, though they will not preſently 
kill him, they'] calt him into a Pit 3 where, in all 
likelihood, he muſt periſh: But, in the good 
Providence of God ,, the Thmaclite Merchants 


Paſs-by in the very nick of time, ere any Wild | 
Beaſt ſhall have found him, or his Brethren dc- | 
termin'd worſe againſt him - To them they {ell | 
him, and by them he is brought into Egypt, (far | 


enough out of Facob's cnquiry') and fold to the 
Captain of Pharaoh's Guard 3 (a Perſon likely c- 


nough to deal roughly with him. But, here the | 


Lord owns him 3 and to bring him into tavorr, 
makesall that he doth to proſper : which his Ma- 


lier obſerving , puts the management of all his | 
Eſtate into Foſeph's hands. Now therc's fair | 
hopes of his coming to honor : But, how ſoon is1t | 


ciath'd! Foſeph bcing a goodly Perſon, - his laſci- 
vious Mittzcfs. tempts him to folly 3 which the 


tear of God keeping him from, the miſreports | 
him to his Maſicr , charging her own wickcdnels | 


upon him. Hercby Potiphar's favour is lolt, and 


Zoſeph caſt into Priſon 3 and dcalt fo hardly with, | 


that the [ron entred into his Soul, Now all hopcs 
of Pretermcnt arc gone , and what will becomc 
of his Dreams ? Yet till, the Counſel gf the 
Lord, that ſhall and ; and this Downfal of 7o- 


_ feph, ſhall prove anothcr fſicp to his Riting : And 


to make way tor it ., two ot Pharaoh's Scrvants 
{hall fall under their Lord's diſpleaſure , be put 
in Fritcen , and commurted to Foſepin's kceping : 
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J:17t, and his Brethren bow down bctore him. chap 42.6» 
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Eere they ſhall Dream , Foſeph ſhall interpret, 
ind the Event ſhall anſwer it. Now the day be- 
rins agen to dawn upon Joſeph, and by the 
Chicf Butler's Reſtorement , ſome hopes of his 
largcment 3 but this agen is ſoon over-calt, 
fr the Butler forgat him ; Notwithſtanding all 
which, the Providences of God do ſtill purſue bis 
Decree, and ccaſe not till Joſeph is Lord over E- Gen-41. 


2. David : God promiſeth David to give him, 1 Sam, 16. 
he Kingdom , and Anoints him to it. What, 12, 
rotwithſtanding all poſhble interycnicnces? Yes, 
for the Promiſe is Abſolutez Hath the Lord ſaid 
it, and ſhall he not do it? If therctore, Sarl caſt 


Errand, and fall a Prophecying : And it he fend 
Others, and othcis after them3 they ſhall do 
Ikewiſe: yea, Sarl him(clt ſhall turn Prophet 
for a day and a night together, that David may 
have time to cſcape. If he be in a City that 
will betray him , and nota Friend among them 
to adviſe him of it 3 the Lord Himſcit will be 
his Intclligencer, and ſend him out. If Saxl's 
Army have incompalſ5'd him, and no way lett to 
lcape 3 the Philiſtines ſhall invade the Land, and 6 2. 
dings ſhall conic in the very inftant, and take 

bim off Tf an Hoſt do incamp againſt him , he'l Pſa. 
not be afraid : Why ſo? The Lord had made an L 
Abſolute Promiſe 3 and therefore if no help on 

Z + | Earth, 
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Earth , He ſhall ſend from Heaven , and ſave me, 
Yea, David's waycring (at times) and the weak- 
neſs of his Faith, ſhall not hinder it 3 and the 


Reaſon of a!l, we have in 1 Chron. 17.7,ands, 
The Lord took him to be Ruler over his People , and | 


therefore he was with him where-ever he went. 


4. Jofah : A Child ſhall be born to the Houſe 


of David , Fofiah by name 3 who ſhall offer the | 
Feroboam's Pricſts upon his Altar. It 
( theretore) Athaliah determine to dcliroy all the | 


Bones of 


Secd-Royal, 7oaſh ſhall be ſtoln trom among thc 
relt , and reſerved; and by him David's Line 
ſhall be continucd : Hezekzah, though fick unto 
death, hc ſhall not dje, but bc healcd (as it were) 
by a Miracle and fftcen years added to his lite, 
rather than Manaſſeh,who muſt be Foſizh's Grand- 
Fathcr, ſhall be unborn, 

5. Pau! : Paul was a Choſen Veſſel, appoint- 
ed to preach Chriſt to the Gentiles 3 and at laſt, to 
bear witneſs of him at Rome : And this mult be 
done, although Bonds.Impriſonnicnts,and Death 
it ſe]t, do attend him in evcry place. It they lyc 
in wait tor him at Damaſcus, and watch the gatcs 
Night and day,to kill him he thall be let-down by 
the Wall in a Easket,and fo eſcape them; 1tall fe- 
r{a!:n be in an uproar to Kill him the Chict 
Captain ſhall come with an Army.and rcſcuc him, 
(though no Friend to Parl, nor to his Caulc.) 
It more than torty Men have bound themſclves 
with an Oath, that they will neither eat nor 
drink, till they have kilPd him , his Kinſman 
ſhall hear of jt, and by his mcans the Chict Cap» 
tain ſhall be his Fricnd agen, and grant him 2 
{1.thcient Convoy 3 and this attcmpt thall be an 
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gcaſion of ſending him to Rome , where his laft 
Tettimony is to be given. It Fews and Gentiles 
make an aſſau't :vecther, to ule him deſpitctully, 


and toftone hit: ;- bo ſha!l be aware of it3 and 
J b; ficceing fave himſcli3 © by which mcans alſo 
the Goſpel ſhall be further ſpread.) But, ſuppoſe 
Tc bclett in their hands 3 and they fo far pre- 


rail, as to ſtone him, and drag him out of the 
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City: thea (ſure) his work's at an cnd ? No, 7 


J 4! this ſhall not hinder 3 Death it {elf ſhall not 
J parate Payl trom his work. It is not his being 


ance ſtoned , nor his thrice ſuffering Shipwrack,, nor 
his being in Deaths often , nor any thing elſe, that 
ſhall make void the purpoſe ot God tor his bearing 
witneſs of Chriſt at Rome as is abundantly cvi- 
lent by the Stories of him, and the Event at latt. 
Other Inſtances might be produced to the 
ſame effect 3 But by theſe we may take an Etſti- 
mateof the thing under proot and rationally 
infer, that if the Lord be ſo exact and punctu- 
i! in performing his Word, touching thele leſſer 
things 3 carrying-on His work through ſuch a 
prcals of Natural Oppoſitions z much more will 
He be, in ſecuring and bringing-about the Eter- 
na] welfare of His Choſen 3 That as he dealt by 
His Pcople of old; He bear them wpon Eagles 
Ilings, ( above the reach of danger) and kept them 


$ 5 the Apple of His Eye (with all potſible care and 


tendernefs) until He had brought them toHimſelf: So 
Will He carry it towards His Elc& For,he values 
tic World but little, ſave with reſpc& to them. 

I. Now. for a more direct proot of the Do- 
Grine: Though two or three authenticated Wit- 
ncſles might ſuthce to eſtabliſh it 3 yet, ſince the 
| Scriptures 


chap 16.19, 
20. 


Ex0d.19.4s 
Dent,32.10 
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Scriptures do abound with Teſtimonies for it 
( the Colledtion whereof may be uſeful to us, tt 
helping our Faith in times of obſcurity and dan 
ah as alſo, to fortihe againſt the Aſſaults 0 

uch as tcach final Apoſtacy) I am ſomewhat the 
larger in bringing them together 3. with ſome ot 
thoſe Genuine Deductions that flow from them: 
In the Old Teſtament , are many Pctitions and 
Reſolyes made by Holy Men, which import th: 
truth of this Docrine3 As, (namely) That the 
Lord will perfett that which concerns them : That 
He will not forſake the work of His own hands: 
That He will guide them by his Counſels , and of- 
ter receive them to Glory : And that , in the mcan 
time, None of their fteps ſhall ſlide 5 and this, be- 
cauſe It is God that girds them with ſtrength , an 
He will make their way perfect : ( with abundantly 
more as alſo in Paxl's Epiſtles. ) In every of 
which is implied a Promiſe of the thing, praycd 
for, or concludcd upon : For, without fuch a Pro- 
wiſe they could not have done it in Faith, nor 
incetly have given them down as matter of 10- 
{iruction to others. But, we know,they ſpake 3s 


3 Pct.1.214 they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt 3 who know- 


Tit.1,2. 


v. 28, 


ing the dcep things of God 3 what His D&crecs 
were 3 and what was contained in the Promiſe of 
Eternal Life before the World, drew out thr 
hearts to Bclicve ,, and formed their Prayers ac- 
cordingly. 

But, beſides theſe, we have many expreſs Pro- 
miſcs and afhrmations of it, 
Fobn , our Saviour ſays, His Sheep fhall never 
periſh > whicn 1s (1n cttcc) their Faith hall nc- 
ver fail 3 For, ſafe they cannot be trom periſh» 
Ing, 
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of God's Sovereignty, 8c. | 
;, without the ſecurement of their F aith: And 
; John 4. (ſpeaking of the Spirit of Holineſs 
7 Believers reccive from Him) He faith ex- 
ily , Ihoſoever drinketh thereof, ſhall never thir(t : 
«tifall be in him, a Well of Water ſpringing-up to 
lating Life : (Then it ſhall not be dricd-up. ) 


Mo, 10. 30, The Righteons ſhall | never | be remo- 
TY !; (i.e, They ſhall never tall-back into their 
*Wrmcr ltate; ) and the Reaſon is, Becauſe ze 


iy of the Lord is ſtrength to the upright , v. 29, 
Victher by | the IL iy of the Lord | be mcant Fs 
"y or manner of dcaling with upright Per- 
'ns, which is, to increaſe their ſtrength ( accord- 
to Job 17:9. ) Or , of the Genuine Property 
God's ways 3 which is, to atford that peace 
:d ſatisfaction to thoſe who walk in them, that 
icy are daily more habituated and connaturali- 
dto them, and cftranged from all ways cle 
xyarc both to the purpoſe in hand. Prov. 24. 
"$5, 4 Jult Man fulleth ſeven times, and riſeth wp 
T Wt; He falls not to as to lyc where he tell He 
© Wh not into miſchict;, as the wicked doth : 
2. hc rather gets ground by his tallz as v. 5, 
"Bf Mn of Wiſdom increaſeth ſtrength 3 By the ſenſc 
"& bis own weakneſs, he is led to firength Ever- 
| itingz as was Pat, 2 Cor, 12. 10. | 

_ Prov, 12.21. There (hall no Evil happen to the 
tf; Then, not the greatcit and worli of evils 3 
thich IS, tO depart from the Living God : SO, VSZs 
le Root of the Righteous ſhall not be moved , his 
Ut may ſomctinics be Blighted, or blown off, 
id his Branchcs toſs'd with a Tcompeti 3 but 
1] his Root is where it was His litc 15 bid, and 
C trom all 'Commotion 3 and thall therefore 
TCNCW 


John ge > 


U, 14. 


Fer. 17478 truſteth in the Lord , ſhall not ceaſe from yieldj 


2 Theſ.2,13 Effedrally in thera that believe 3 as at firſt ina 
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renew both his Fruit and Pranchces; He + 


fruit. 

Jer. 32. 40. I will put my fear in their heart 
that they ſhall nat dep.rt from: me, This (fav (jr 
is the Pronulc of atfording them Means , '+it ni 
of cficcting *'t-: End, «Therctorc ſee Ciiap, 2.11 
Thou ſhalt call Me my F.tther , and { foalt nit 
depart from Me ; And this, becauſe He worket 


{ing them to betieve, fo now 5": ;11a1ntainingan 
perfecting their Faith, 

Pſalni 84.11, The Lord with-holdeth noe 
#hing from them that walk uprightly: And it { 
then continzting to walk uprightly, (bcing a go0 
thing) ſhall not be withheld trom them : Whi 
Deduction 1s alfo warranted from Foh 17. 5 
The Righteors ſhall hold-on his way , and he th 
[ hath] clean hands ſhall be ſlronger and ſtronger; 1 
alſo trom Prov. 4.18, The path of the Fuſt 1s sf 
ſhining #ght , which ſhineth more and more, unt) t 
perfect day, And David tyrther backs it in Pſal 
26, 1. where from his preſent Faith, he conclud: 


_ Pſalm 66,7 his futrre Progrefs; I have truſted, T ſhall n 


flide;, and this, becauſe the Lord holdeth his Sm 

in life, and ſuffereth not his feet to be moved. 
Mark 16.16, He that believeth ſhall be- ſaves 

And "John 1 1. 26, IV hoſoever Irveth and believe 


Me (fays Chrilt) ſhall never die : i.e. He that ond 


has Faith ſhall never Joſe it : For, toſay, Hc ſil 


keep it, if he do not loſe it, (as ſome would giv! 


the ſenſe ) had been a comfortleſs and empty N 


tion, and an injudicious way of ſpeaking, This 


5s yet tucther confirmed by Fobn 5, 24, He th 
believe 
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Ui :0cth [is paſſed] from death to life, and | ſhall 
li 1] come into Condemnation, The Reaſon of all 
ch is, that their Faith js founded on a Rock Mar,n.x6: 
rich Wind and Waves may beat and break 
temſelves againſt3 but never the Rock zt ſelf, 
or That which is built upon it 3 He that truſteth | 
the Lord, is as Mount Zion, which | cannot | be mo- Pſa. 215.1 


End, | 
[t would very much allay that Superlative 
uſe of Rejoycing, | That our Names are writ- 
tn in Heaven, ] if potlibly they might be blotted 
ut again 3 fince we find in our ſelves ſuch a 
pronencſs to Revolt, (which every one acquaint= 
&d with his own heart , muſt acknowledge: ) 
but wearc ſure, Chriſt would not propound to 
is a failable ground of Rejoycing 3 For , thac 
would have been an inviting us to lean on a 
dreakable Staffs which kind of dependence, He 
5evcrmore calling us from. Believers (indeed) 
re ſometimes foyPd , but never overcome: 
Though they fall, and that ſcyen tunes 1n a 
Gay.Cas was {aid Jas often do they riſe again : And 
It's no diſparagement to their Leader, (yea, it 1s 
the Glory of a Gencral _) to give his Enamy ad- 
Yrantapes, and take them again at his pleaſure, 
J to his Encmics greater Contution and Overthrow, - 
FY<atan got nothing by his Winnowing Peter 3 
Peter lol ſome of his Chaff, Cwhich well might 
-M bc ſpared )-and the Tempter loſt many an after- 
Fevantage 3 For , the World of Belicvcrs have 
J becn the warier ever fince, 
To 


242 


Cube 12, 


Rom,$. 33, 


39. 
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To this ſccond fort of C Evidence , I ſhall only 
add that of the Holy Apofile, in Roms 8, He was 
perſwaded (that is, He was chronghly ſwayct 
in his Faith, to bc lieve it for himſelt, and dcliver 
it down to the Agcs to come, as a Truth Infal. 
lible ) That neither Height nor Depth, nor any other 
Creature, ſhall he able to ſeparate from the Love « 
God which i is in Chriſt Teſus our Lord. He reckons 
up all that can be named : and, lef} any thing 
might have flipt him, ke brings-in Height and | 
Depth 3 as being thoſe two Extrcams that take- 
in All, and more than Men can think : and then 
reſolves, that cven Theſe ſhall not be ablc to do 
It. And ſurely, if the Super-Celcftial Height « 
God's Holineſs , nor the Intra-Infernal Depth 0 
ſinful Sin, ſhall ſeparate from that Day of Glo- 
Ty, which the Sons of God were Predeltinatcd- 
to, and for which they were both Made and 
Redeemed, called-into, and groan for 3 then are 
Bclievcrs Roundly ſecur'd againſt Final Apoltacy, 


TIT. A third fort of Evidence for Con- 
—  firmation, are cerfain Arguments or 
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Reaſons why the Saints muſt needs Þ nc 
Perſevere in Faith and Holineſs, [4 

By [ Needs mult | 1 underſtand no other kind of Lu 
neceſſity, than well contitts with Perfect Freedom» "oy 
ſuch as was upon Parl to Preach the Goſpel) ill Ko 
which was a Work he rcjoyced in : and ſuch 55, * 
was upon Jeſus Chriſt to.bring-home his Sheep, Þ.,.. . 
and to lay down His Life for them 3 He mf athe: 
needs ſuffer, As 17.3. Yea, He was ftreightned iy. 
till it was accompliſhed : That it was written in it a 1 


His Heart , was no hindrance to the freedom of 
Hrs Will, The 


of God'r Sovereignty, &c, 


343 


The firſt Argument ,, in proof of Perſeve- Arg. 1. 


nce, is founded on the Saints Extra or Ori- 


we; They are born of God : And this hath the Fohn 1. 133 


ce of a double Argument. 

1, As God is theiv Father and Eternal Root : Our 
wiour holds-forth this Relation, as the ground 
our Faith it prayer, Matth. 6. 9. And He be- 
ins with it Himſelf, when He prays for His own 
bry, and that His Diſciples might be partakers 
W it, 7b» 17.1. To the ſame end, He frequent- 
'uſeth that ſtile of Father in the Goſpel of 
ms; T aſcend to My Father, and your Father, 
1120.17, It is to ſtrengthen our Faith in 

d (through Himſelf J) on the account of His 
therhood to us. The Father loveth the Son, John 
.35. And, He loves His Believers, as He loveth 
ft Himſelf , John 17.23. On which ground 
* Apoſtle concludes, That He cannot but give 
all things elſe, Rom. 8. 32. Believers are the 
7 oft His love , both in reſpect of Eleizon 
id Regenerationz and bcing ſo, He cannot but 
ea Paternal Aﬀection for them; to admini- 
t t) them what-ever tcnds to their ſuſtentatt- 
1 and pgrowthz and to keep=oft what-cvcr 
ould intercept or weaken His Gracious Influ- 
ices towards them : Having once loved them , He 
nes them for ever, They may therctore be con- 
cent, That what He hath begun in the Spirit , He 
ll not let end in the Fleſh: That having begun a 
ud work, He will alſo perform it : For, as they 
ae their Spiritual Being from Him , as the 
ther of it 3 ſo *tis natural to Him to derive 
US Vertues into them without intermiſſion , as 
Ta Vine to ſend-up its Sap into 1ts own Bran- 
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[{iiab 2743 hurt them. ( nor they themſelves ) He will ' | 


<þ.46-3,4. They are Born by Him from the Belly , and caryt 


1 A.19-16z 
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ches, or the Sun to cheriſh the Plants of its owr 
Production. All the Natural Aﬀections that arc 
in Crcaturcs towards their own, are but Dry 
of His Immenſe.Fulnefſ: A Mothcr may polbbly 
torget the Child of. her Wamb 3 bur, the Lordi 
cannot forget His Off ſpring 3 That none n 


them night and day, and water thm every momen 


from the Womb , and even to their Old Age He will 
carry them, and deliver them, 

2, The New Creature , as it comes from Gat; 
(o it exifts in Him, and lives wpon Him., and 'tisif 
Natural to it, to (cek its Nourtthment where 1 
had its Original : Nothing can fatishe it , bu 
that great Decp trom whence it ſprang 3 As 
New-born Child ( that has not.the uſe of Rea" 
ſon) will hunt for the Breaſt by Natural In-W 
{tinct, and not be quiet without. it : As ſoon FF 
evcr Paul was converted , Behold. he prays , Ai 
9.11. Having once received the Spirit of Chril; 
they cannot but incline after Him, (as Eliſh2did 
E1j.h upon the caſting of his Mancle on him: )} 
Ic 1s natural to them, as for ſparks to fly up 
wards : They are ſaid to be Baptized with Fir» 
not only, becauſe of the Purifying nature of fc kc 
but in reſpect of its Aſpiring quality 3 it will be 
mounting, and not relt till it come to 1ts Own 
Element. Obitructions many it meets withal3};* L 
but ſtill it preſſeth onwards , and by degre&f 
bears-down all afore it , and carrics that with it 
in which it dwells, to the place of its birth 3 3k 
the Dove could not reli, til) the came to the Ari 


whence ſhe ſet-out ? This is lively ſer-forth bY 
our 
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ur Saviour in John 7. 38, He that believeth in Me, 
: of bis Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Waters : 
Rivers ] that bear-down all oppoſition : and Ri- 
ers of | living | Waters 3 not Land-flouds, which 
> but of ſhort continuance 3 or ſtanding Pools, 
ibject to drying-up > but ſuch Rivers as have an 
Immortal Head. We ſce how A! things tend 
to their Center 3 The wickel ſleep not unleſs they do 
il; They can bear the want of things molt ne- 
ary to their Being, rather than ceaſe from fin : 
ncy are of the Serpents Brood, and the lufts of 
ir Father they will do: Juds was a Devil, 
nd that carried him head-long to his own 
lace, And if being born of the Devil, habitu- 
5 men with {o iirong and reltleſs a bent to 
Devilliſh luſts3 the Divine Nature muſt necds 
work as cflicaciouſly towards God, and God-like 
tions, And it it were not {o, the Divine Na» 
ure had never born an humane Stock to Hea- 
Mm: The hiſt fruits of the Spirit poſſeſs them 
ith an earneſt exp:tation and longing tor the 
nlarvelt, | EL TE 
- | There are (indeed) Remainders of the Old 
ip-Wlan , which fill arc oppoling the New 3 and 
tany Conteſts there are between them: But Grace 
like him chat is Advocate for the, King ) will 
er have the latt word , and. will alſo go-out 
tor: Ye may ſee it in Feremy 3 The Word of 
ne Lord was made a Keproach to. him 3 He 
Micrctore reſolves to ltifle it , and will no more 
% in Hz5 Name: But, how ſucceeds this Car. 
zl Reſolution? The Word of the Lord was in his 


Prov. 4-16, 


Fohn 8 44» 
Aﬀs 1, 25, 


Rom, 8,23; 


mth $"t, 45 fire (hut up in bis bones, He was weary of . 


I 


by "vearing , He could not hold, And fonab, _ Fera0, 8,9 
| ,.- C 
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Fona1,2,3. he thought himſelf cut-off, and in the Belly i 
Hells yet C faith he , yet ) will T look-again to 
P\. 8447. wards thy Holy Temple: ( as the Needle that ig wr a1 
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we k! 


tth, 1 


rightly touch'd.” never relis but in pointing to] 2. 
wards the Pole: ) and when obſirutted in thei Genui 
Pſ. 42.7. Cole. they cry the more carneltly 3 Oh, wha mdan, 
ſhall I come and apprar before God ?! (there 
Arg. IT. If. Another Argument 1s taken from the GraY devo]: 
ces themſelves, which are the ſubject of PcrſereFÞJ the m 
ance. viz, Faith and Holinefs : Which Ict uWdone | 
contider, tirit, as T hey area Gittz Then , in theYan AG 

Genuine 1iſc and property ot them. ving 3 

I. As they area Gift 3 They are of thoſe Gud(then 
and perfect gifts which come down from above , frmalway: 
Jami. the Father of lights, with whom is no VariablenelW travel: 
nor ſhadow of Turning, This Attribute of God'Ycauſe | 
Unchangeablenefs, is titly and figniticantly added ſand ef 


{yICs 


0.4% g - = - : . 4 
-e1-lS- TFord of God is not Tez and Nv 3 ſo neither af 


tO ſhow, that as good and pcrte&t gifts only arg Love | 
from God, and trom Him only 3 fo, that He neFthe Pc 
cer changcth in His Purpoſe concerning, thoſe toff ings 
whom He once gives them 3 they are of thoſe God 4 
CGitts which arc without Repentance : As allo, thaYthire] 
theſe Pis Gitts do partake of His own war they 1g 
bleneft, they cannotdie, nor turn to be any ethrY15 that 
than what they are at hirlt, ſave only in point OFlthe Ag 
Pcrtc&ion 5 There can happen no atter-unworYEith ( 
thincls in thoſe He gives them to, which "He did weary 
not torcſee when He gave them ( which {eenYFaith, 
ro bc implicd in the tollowing words, Of His 0 Anc 
Will bzgate He us: ) and ſo, no cauſe why HYcordin 
ſnould with-draw them, which ſhould not as wel Viton 
have hindred His giving them at firſt. As thYworth 
a: a1 
Bis Gitts. Thcy arc allo God's Vorkpanſpip » WQbhould 


Wy 
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we know ( ſaith. Solomon ) That whatſoever God Ecel.;,14 
tath, it ſhall be for ever, Nothing can be added to it, i 
wr any thing taken from it. © | 
2. Let Faith and Holineff be conſidered in the 
Genuine. uſe and Property of them. Nothing fo 
mdangers the . Soul ,, as, Selt-tulneſs 3 PFazth 
theretore) was ordained to empty out Self, and 
devolve the Soul on Another , viz, Chritt z which 
the more it does, the fafcr it is 3 and having.once 
done it, it,ncver undoes it agen. , Faith (alto )is 
an Active Gracc,and diligent, and theretore thri= rub 19. 26, 
ving > He that hath jt , ſhall have more of itz Ma.13.19« 
(then ſure he-thall not loſe that he hath : |) Tr is 
always travelling, .and never ; tired : 1. Becauſe it 
travels in the ſtrength of Omnpotency : and 2:Be- 
"JW cauſe it works by love 3 which 1s the moſt kindly 
7 and eAicacions'Principle of fervice and great Acts. 
MY Love is an Endleſs Skrew 3 It has truly attain'd: 
fl the Pcrpetual- Motion 3 It -enables -to endure all. 
ON things , and faileth not , 1 Cor. 13.7, 8. All that ,. 
(oF God doth for His People is from Jove; and all Fob 16; 
3-16; 
1Y thr they do for God, grows from the ſame Rootz © . * 
A they love Hem, [ becauſc ] He Inved them firſt, Love 1Foh.4:19, 
"Y'5 that which renders a Work both pleaſant to 
oFthe Agent, and acceptable to the Object of it, 
mJ f2ith therefore) working By love, ſhall never be ,,  __ 
"oY weary of its: work, nor fail of its End 3 It ir of Rom.4.15. 
LY Faith, that it might be ſure, _ _ .. 
p And as for Holineſs, ( which 152 diſpoſition ac-. 
1Jcording to God, and capacitates for the Blefſed 
Viſion ) a little of it in Truth, 1s of infinite 
ws the very-ſmoak of it ſhal} not.be quench- 70 > 
d: and it would be firange, it a thing fo preciors | 
ould be liable to putrefa@icn ; But it 15 not 3 yea, 
Aa2 it 


John 3. 3's that beaievety { bath | Everlaſting Life 3 It argucs 
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it changeth other things, but is it (elf never clian- 
ged : It isof a ſpreading nature z compared therc- 


fore to Leaven, which 1s put into the Soul, and 
hid therc , till the whole Lump be {cafoned : It 15 


ct 2n aſimilating property 3 there is an Heaven- 


ly Tendiure in it , which ſanGtihes all that it touch- 


&th To the pure all things are pure, It alſo mec-| 


tens for Converſe with God and it draws and 
incageth the Soul to Him There it 1s as in Its 


proper Element , and out of whichit cannct live: | 
and by this Convcrlſe it is both increaſed and | 


{ublimatcd. 


A Natural Body once in being, can never berc-} 


duccd to Nothing : How then ſhould things of 
Divine ſubſtance ? They are born of tncorruptible 
feed, which Iiveth and abideth for ever : And as the 
Secd is, ſuch will be the Fruit 3 the older it 


grows, the firmer it is z He that hath clean hands | 


ſhall be ſtronger and jtronger : they are the Holy 
Se:dz and therefore, though they caſt their leaves 
Cat times) yet their ſubſtance is in them, by which 
they are fiill renewed. To atl which might alſo 
be addcd, that Notion in Romans 8.30, which 1n- 
ferreth, That to be ſandtified, is all one as to bt 
glorified : Holinets is the Seed of Gloxy 3 and ho- 
ly pcrſons are in Glory 3 (wiz.as to its kind, and 
the ccrtainty of their obtainment 3 ) although 
Cindced )it hath no glory at preſent , in compa* 
riion of that which thall be 3 as the ſecd of 2 
:ofc or Lilly , comparcd with the Flowers thy 
will grow into and which are virtually in them 
According with this , is that of our Saviour, He 
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by God is in his heart : None of his ſteps ſhall ſlid: 


and thcrefore he faith, Deſtroy it not , there is a 
bleſing in it, 

III. Another Proof riſcs from the Natnre, 
Extent, and Deſign of Providence, or from the In- 
tent and Purpoſe of God, in that great variety of 
things which Belicvers are exerciſed with in the 
World, There are thrce things conſiderable, to 
make out this Argument 3 

I. That there is a Divine Providence whieh Go- 
reins the TVorld , as in dividing to the Nations 
tcirInheritance , and bounding their Habitati- 
cas, at firſt 3 ſo, by continuing thcm in poſicihon, 
vr Outing them, at his pleaſure 3 and this ( often- 
times ) by very unlikely mcans, and over-ruling 
things accordingly : Seir bcing given to Eſav, 
and Ar to the Childrcn of Lot 3 and their term 
not being yet expired 3 the Lord inclines them 
to let Tſrael paſs thorow, and to give thcm mcat 
{or their money : whercas the Amnrites, who 
were deſtined to dcefirudtion , Hz hardens t 5etr 
ſriits, and makes them obſtinate, that thcy deny 
item paſſage, and come out againlt them in bat- 
tle, So, when he would tranſlate the Chaldean 
Monarchy to the Perſians 3 He enfeebles the one, 
but t;rs-p the others ſpirits, and girds them with 
rength, How oft doth the Scripture repeat, 
That the Lord reigneth ; That He puts down One, 
and ſets up Another That He doth according to His 
Will in the Armies of Hexven , and among the Inha- 
bitants of the Earth ? How evident is it it in his 
humbling of Pharaoh , Nebuchadnezzar , and 0- 


J thcrs! This Providence reachcth to all manncr 


ot Perſons, Times, and Things 3 and Circum- 
{cribcs 
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ſcribes them : It leaves not the leaſt thing to 1 
Contingency > Even Ravens, Sparrows, and L1l- 
lies yea, and the hairs of your head are al] ftuun- 
bred, and undcr the Condne ot the Providence 
of Cod, Matth., 6. 26. | 

2. That the defigen and courſe of God's Provis 
dence, is to accompliſh His Purpoſe, As Providence 
govcrns the World 5 fo Purpoſe is the Director of 
Yrovidencc. - Hcis a Provident Man that orders 
his Afairs prudently 3 2. ce. ſo that nothing 15 
wanting, nor any. thing ſpcnt in walic. Eoth 
thcſe arc in the Providence of God eminently; 
for 1. It is All-ſufficieut > ſupplies all nceds3 
givcs all things pertaining to Mcans and End: 


2, It docs Nothing in vain, Nothing ſupcitiuous | 


or inipertincat to His Purpoſe, Things nottca* 
(ual to Men. arc lcvcll'd at a ſet and certain Env: 
IWhat the Lord ſpeaks with His Mouth , He fulfils 
with His Hand, 1 Kings 8.24. and His Act hall 
not vary a tittle trom His Dccrcc 3 For , Knwn 
unto God are all His Works from the beginning of the 
World, Whence was it, that Eſ.u tarricd fo long 
i-hunting, that he was ovor-tainted ? That f- 
co» was n.aking Pottage juli when Efax comes 
h mc, which fet his appctite on edyc after It 
But , that the Purpoſe of God according to Elecion 
might ſland : the Elder mit lerve the Younger 
v hich now canc-tu-paſs by the (ale ot his Pirth- 
richt. Andthus the Irovidence of Gad makesc» 
veu the prophancnifs of Men 1ubſerve to His End, 
1c Lord had dctcrmincd to cali Frrdub and Fee 
zfalem out 6 His Nght, tor their ubliinacy 3 and 
tothiscnd (that is, to make-way for tt) 1+ camer 
to-paſs, that Zedckiah revelica ag.tinjt the Ring 0 
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Bebylon : Tt was to fultil the Word of the Lord 
d:clarcd in the 2 Chron.36. 21. (though that was 
'ar from the Rebcllers intent. ) So He gave Cy- 
all the Kingdoms of the Eartn, thaz he might 
buld his Temple at Fernſilem; and it was to tul- 
t! His Purpoſe before recorded by Feremy the 
Prophet 3 as wer. 22, and 23. Ia like manner, 
Hwod, Pilate, and the Few , they all confþpire the 
Dcath of Chrilt, and cach party on a ſcveral ac- 
<OUNt 5 NOt thinking in the leaſt, to talhl the 
determinate Counſel of God 3 yet , That was it 
which Providence intended, in he mitting the 
thing to be done 3 25 is plain by. Aﬀs 2.23, As 
2 thc Souldiers, in parting His Garments, and 
ficrcing His Side 3 It was their barbaronus rudc- 
neſs which put them upon it But Providence 


&hiyn'd to make-pood a Prophccy , Theſe things Joh,19.246 y 


| therefore? the Sovldjers did : All that God dothin 
the W orld, 15 the Tranſcript,or Impretlion of His 
Decrees. 

3. That the Providence of Gol never fails of its 
Fi4 : TEHe will work, who {hall lett it ? For, Orr 
wr js in Hlezwven, and 4th what ſoever He will. And Pl. x15: 5 
What will He wauk* ? The things that are coming, 
and ſhy, ill POME : W - hith byth deviſed, and done tt, Fa 44.7 
fer, 51.12, His Purpoſe 1s, to preſcrve His Pegs EF, 
ve: ; and theretorc, No TYeapon that's formed a- Ch. te19: 
Lunt them þ. ill proſper : I hoſoever gathers together v.15 
4g ronſt them, (hl Fall for their ſthe. For, Ar He ch 14. 24 
"2th preypo Fd , Jo it ſhall ftand, The Scriptures a= 
bound with inſtances of this kind: As on the 
pang; whcn the Lord will exccnte Judgment. 

(hall be perform'd,” be the Mcans never {© W's 
and 1nprobable : : Though the Army of the Jak 
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deans were all wounded men, yet ſhall they burn-Je- 
Judg.,.zr, ruſalem with fire , 
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Fer. 37.10, Shamgar ſhall kill 
{1x hundred Men with an Ox-goad 3 and Samp- 


Ch,15, 15, ſon a thouſand with the Jaw-bone of an Aſs, 


Theſe things confidercd , and Iaid together, 
( though molily rcterring to temporal things ) 
do ſtrongly intorce the Argument tor things of 
Spiritual Concernment : Inaſauch as things of 
Eternal nioment; are worthy of more peculiar re- 
gard and {ccurity. 

Now, All a Belicvecr's exerciſes ( which may 
ſeem to endanger him) are cither from the guilt 
of fins committed 3 From the power of in-dwel- 
Jing corruption 3 From Satan's temptations , ot 
Perſecution from the World : None of which 
comc-on them accidentally, but as things fore-ap- 
pointed of God , and for a good intent, It is fir 
the Elets ſake that all things elſe have their being, 
2 Cor. 4.15. And are all cauſed to work<togetver 
for their good, Rom. 8.28, AS (namely) to hum- 
ble them tor Sin 3 To wean them trom the World 
To indear FESUS CHRIST to them3 To 
ſhcw them the uſefulneſs of Ordinances 3 Toex- 
erciſe and try their Graces 3 To purge-out their 
droſs; To inable them to ſuccour others Tv 
demonſirate the Wiſdom, Powcr, and Faithtul- 
neſs of God towards them 3 To miccten them fot 
Heaven 3 And to make thcm groan and Jong to 


| beclothed-upen with their houſe from Theuce: 


As might plentifully be madc-out by the Scrip- 
turcs, end the viiible cttc&ts thereot upon thoſe 
who have been cxerciſcd thereby, To inltance 3 


'$e5y particulars : David, attcr that great miſcat- 


Yiaoe in the mattcr ot Uriah , with his broken 
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nes upon it , walked the more humbly and 
arily all his days : He was allo the more intent 


953 


n that great Duty of Teaching ſinners the way of ppal,gx.u3 


Cod, Peter , he alſo got ground by denying his 
after ; thereby he came to ſee his own weak- 
<, the need he had of Chriit's ſupport, and 
ontinua] prayer tor him 3 and we hear no more 
of his Carnal Conhdence, atter that : But, what 
Clamonr and Out-cry does he make againſt our 
\dverſary the Devil! to warn others ( by his 
wn example) what danger they are 1n by their 
Carnal Confidence. And doubtleſs , what the 
Tempter got by Peter's Fall, he loſt the double 
& it by the after-watchfulneſs of others For 
that's the deſigned end, to ſtrengthen, ſtabliſh , 
ard Settle them, Paul had a Meſſenger of Satan 
let loofe upon him , to buffet him 3 the end of 
which was to humble him, and to ſhew him the 
lutkciency of the Grace of Chriſt. *Tis likely al- 
ſo, that he get as much by that thorn in his flefh, 
35 by his Rapture and Revelations : To be fure, 
they did well together, and poiz'd him the better 
for his work. The like effke&t upon Fob. Mary 
Mazdalen, the remembrance of the ſeven Devils 
which once poſſeſs'd her, and of that love which 
calt them out 3 how did it heighten her love to 
Chriſt; and keep hcr heart in a melting frame! 
She Ioved much , becauſe much was forgrven her, 
The People's forty years travel through that 
great and terrible Wilderneſs, among Fiery Ser- 
pents and Scorpions, it was to prove them, and to 
do them good in the latter end : They were alſo ſent 
into Captivity for their good 5; this was all the 
jfrutt 4ntended, To take away their fin, and to make 
them partakgrs of His Holinef, Theſe things (in- 
deed) 
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deed) are Phylick, which Nature delires niot-; Y 
let me fay, they arc as needtul in their ſeaſon ; 
our food 3 and in very Faithfulnefs we muſt ha 
them3 which alſo appcars by the ſcope of t 
New Covenant 3 (Of which moe afterwards,) 

Upon all which, it may well be inferr*d , Tha 
all theſe things worketh God with Man , ( not to d: 
ſiroy him, but) to bring-back, bis Soul from the Py 
Fob 33.29, and 3o. they are all made to turn t( 
their Salvation 3 they have always triumphed n 
them , and been more than Conguerours through H 
that loved them; (and everſhall.) And if this be 
the fruit ot all that doth or can beta] a Bclicyer 
whiles in this world 3 ( and there's no more of 
evilor danger when this is done _) then welco 
let them be ( by the Grace of God) as another 
Demonſtration of their INVINCIBLE PER 
SEVERANCE. Whoſois wiſe , and will - 
ſerve theſe things 3 even they ſhall underjtand the lt» 
ving-kindneſs of the Lord, 

TV. A tourth Argument for the Saints Perk- 
verance; is built on their Union with Chrift 3 
which 1s of that Intimatencſs, that the Scripture 
ſets it forth by tcrms ot nearcſt Relation 3 as 
Foundation and Building, Vine and Branches, Fa- 
ther and Childrcn , Husband and Spouſe , Head 
and Mcmbers3 yea, they arc both called ( inter- 
changcably_) by the ſame name 3 He is called 
cob, and they are called Chriſt. And (which 


. more, it more can be) He cmmunicatcs to 


them that title waich one would think ſncoms 
miunicable, vin, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, 
Fer, 23.6. with chap.33.16. And this Union 
is ſuch as can zever be diflolved : There's the like 
Oneneſs between Chritt and them , as _ 

tily 
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eFather and Chriſt 3 as 13 plain by that paſſage 
WW His Prayer in the 17 Fobn, ver. 21, That they 
may be One, (How One? ) as thou Father art in 
e and T in Thea , that they may be One in Us, 
hey are ſo near ro Him, that they are faid to be 
f bis Fleſh , and of his Bones, Eph. 5.30. As al- 
,, that they are one Spirit , 7.e. He and They are 
tuated by the fame Spirit, as the Head and 
Mcmbers of the ſame Pody are by one Soul. And 
this is the reaſon why Believers cannot walk atter 
the fleth 3. The Spirit of Life which is in Chrift Fe- 
M's ( as their Root )) rales in them, Rom. S, 2. 
They arc'preſerved in Chriſt, as Noah was in the 
Wark; or as Branches in their own Stock: For, 
this difference is fti}] to: be noted , ' That Believers 


but they have it'in Hun, which is better for them 
"than it in their own keeping : For, being in Him 
35 11 a Root, it is natural ta' Him to communi- 
ate-to them 3 and as'natural to them ( by vertue 
of the Divine Nature communicated to them ) 
Wto derive' from Him: © and conſequently, Becauſe, 
© and whiles He lives, they ſhall live alſo : He that 
S Fb:th the Son, bath life; and they havc it in a way 
"Wt Right} as he. that is poſſelt of the Soil , has 
, Right to alt that grows upon- it. All that 1s 
* FElrili's' 15 their's 3 there's a happy Commutation 
"Ft Intereſts 3 their Debts, with the conſequences 
> Fthcreot, are devoly'd upon Him 3 and all that 
$ vas his, imputed and communicated to them. 
' FAnd His carc of them i5 ſuch, that He will be a- 


Yi to ſay at the latter day, Of All that Thw haſt J 


gen Me, T have lt nothing > He will not leave an 
Hoot bchind : The Signet on his right hand 
(Mcn of thining out-hdes ) may pollibly be 

- pluck'd 


tave not this life in themſelves, as Chritt hath 3 


I (0746.17, 


Fude Ute Z 


Foh. 14.19, 
1 Joh 5.12 


oh.18.5, 
I7-12s 
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pluck'd thence 3 but the leaſt joynt of His finge : - 
fhall not : no Man (who is Compos mentis ) wil "orld 
ſuffer the meaneſt part of himſelf to gangra@., 1.1 
and »criſh, if it be in his power to help it : Hoy % 4 
ther: ſhould our Lord Chrilt ? Who, beſides thi , 
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Eph;g.25; Natural Aﬀettion He hath to thoſe of His own 
| Body, hath alfo receiv'd a Commandment fron 
Fohe5.40, the Father , to keep them fafe; and is perfeQ) 
| qualitr'd, in all reſpects, tv make it good. 0 
this account, as well as others, they are comple 
Cel:2.xo, in Him, Belicvers are ſo One with Chriſt , that 
whatſoever He did ,, they are {aid to do it wit 
werſ.ts, Him; Circumciſed with Him 3 Crucified wit 
Rom.5.5. Him; Brried with Him 3 Roſe with Him 4 
a ſeended with Him 3 And they fit in Heaven with 
Chap.2,5, Him: Ttis no more pothble for Believers to mil 
Gal. 2:20, carry hnally. than for Chrift Himſelt to be held 
| under the Power of the Grave there is one Law 
for them both it's a faithful ſaying , If we bp; 
2 Tim.2.11 dead with Him, we ſhall alſo live with Him , if w1;.1 
Rom. 8,27. ſ7ffer with Him, we ſhall be plorified together. AS 
Chep.6.9. Chriſt once raiſed dies no more; ſo none of thok 
| raiſed with Him , fhall rcturn any more to cor-Þ 
AFs 13.34. TUption : For, He gave Himſelf for his Church) 
not only to ſanctihtic and cleanſe it once, but once 
Eph. $. 25- for All and to preſent it without ſpot or wrinkle # 
"PIO = the laſt day : By that one Offering , He perfedted for 
' ever them that are ſanfified. Thele are thoſe ſure 
Mercies of David , recorded in the 55th of Iſaiah, 

and explained in that 13th of the Ads. 
It is not for nothing, that our Bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour ſo oft repeats that good word 
and Promilſe concerning Believers, in =o y 
(which {urcly He did,as being greatly pleas'd with 
Rp the thoughts of it) I will bots Him S at the laſs 


day; 


J 


ayed 
Whon 
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| ln; and, T will raiſe him up at the laſt day,--! 
%$.4. 1 will be with Him unto the End of the 
"ord, and ſee him fafe in Heaven: And this 
a ay be ſaid of it, (as by Foſeph to Pharsoh ) The Gen.,417, 22; 
on ing is doubled, becauſe it is eſtabliſhed of God , and 
th 2 will bring it to paſs. 
"Y 7. Another Argument for Believers Invinci- Arg.lV, 
le Perſeverance, is, That all che Attributes of 
Wood doe ſtand ingaged for it: Vertue Invincible 
wing undertaken it, needs muſt it fucceed. 
1, POWER: In Fer. 32.27, God's Sove- 
Wizn Power over all fleſh is laid-down as the 
wund of their Faith, touching their Return 
om Captivity , and His giving them a new 
"Wart 3 and for His fo keeping them , that they | 
Wi": not depart from Him any more, as they had Jer.32:7; 
ne. So, when He would ſtrengthen His faint- _ : 
"Fs Pcople, He ſiiles Himſelf, The. Everlaſting gh, ar J 
M's, The Lord, The Creator of the Ends of the Iſa 40.8, 
th , who fainteth not, neither is weary: And 
mich is yet more, His Right Hand, and the cþ.62,8: 
Im of His Strength, .are engaged by an Oath. In 
ic2 Tim, 1.12, The Apoſile argues the Certain- 
FP of his Salvation from the Power of God 3 
which he could not have done with any good 
alon or comfort, had not that Power been in- 
ped for it: ) I am not aſhamed=-=- For I know 
hom] T have believed; and that He is | able] t9 
#7 That I bave committed to Him, againſt that day : 
nd he gives the like counſel to others, where 
ic points at the { Power | of God, to make all Grace y Cor;g 83 
Ind in them: And in Kom. 11, The Calling of 4 
Fes, and grafting them into Chriſt, is laid Ro. 1.234 i 
a the ſame Rock 3 For, God 44 | able | tograft them Cohn: | 
in 
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in agen. Tn Epheſ. 6, He tells them what kind offiit. | 
Enemies they were to wreſtle-with 3 vis. Prince). 

palities, and Powers , and Spiritual Wickedneſs illff 2. 
High places ( A fort of Adverfarics too potencies 
for ſpirits houſed in Clay : ) But, to harneſs themkg cc 
fitly for the Battle, he ſhews them a Power that Yor! 
higher than Thoſe, and (indeed) much more 2-ſſte Hi 
bove thern, than they above us : And with ThaQHis / 
he would have them to inveit themſelves; Ms (zr 
ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of | Hy Might: ment 
This is an Armour compleat 3 aptly term'd, T:Fbccor 
[ whole] Armonr of God 3, and in this ſirong Towerfſſcount 
Believers are fafe. So likewiſe in Eph, 1, To conÞto bu 
firm them touching the Hope of his Calling, hqQvork 
brings-in the | Mighty Power | of God , even thifeccor, 
Power by which He raiſed Feſns Chrilt from the deals H. 
and ſet Him at His own Kight Hand , far above ontcn, 
Principalities and Power , and pitting all things uF'9 th 
der His feet : Wherein he ſets-forth Chritt as Went: 
Patern of what God will do for Believers theff*lc a 
ſhall be raiſed, and ſet above all. And thougiWher, 
they ſometimes fall, (45 there is no Min that fink! org) 
not) let it make them more wary, but not difeor£not 0 
rage them3 For, They ſh2ll not4 be | wterly | eafever), 
doren , and this, becauſe The Lord upholdeth thmm/rr-+t! 
with | His Hind. The Archers may ſhoot at thmm2s. 7 
and ſorely prieve them ; yet (hall their Bow abide in jir't - 
ftrength, and the Arms of their hands he made jtrffb(er 
by the Hands ,of the Mighty God of Facob. AnFccor 
well itisfor us, that the Divine Power hath uJ'o do 
dertaken this difficult work 3 and that the ScripJnd a 
turcs do 1 clearly avouch it : For, nothing tel nſw 
could be a Butrrefs ſifhcient to fiay our FaithFe/ th; 
:ipen , touching our holding out to the EndiÞf 11ce ; 


Pu! 
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offit, becauſe He is ſtrong in Power , not one fail- 

8, 

2, WISDOM: This is an ability to ft and 
fret M-ans to their proper End. In matters of 
kf concern, we hnd the Lord fo laying His 
York , that it cannot miſcarry : If therefore it 
2-ſJit His good pleaſirre to ordain Men to Salvation, 
gf His 1/:/dom requires, that it be in ſich a way as 
Mis ere to ſrrcceed 5 and that all ſorts of Impedi- 


359 


Iſa.499736+ ' 


: Wnents be ſo over-ruled, as not to znterript , but 


Tbccome ſirbſervient to His great End. Having 
yerficounted his coſt, and paid it off, and alſo begun 
onto build 3 it bchoves His Wiſdom to fee that His 
hevork be done, and bronght to: perfection 3 and 
beccordingly to provide ſitable Inftruments 3 ſuch 
21s He knows Wl do, and not Over-do the thing 
aWintcnded' 3 ( as the Husbandman forts his Secd 
ur'o the Nature of the Soil, and Threſhing Inſtru- 
5 rents to the capacity of his Grain 3 he will not 
hey ſc a JYhee! where the Rod will ſerve 3 nor a Rod 
vph whcre the Wheel is needful: ) He ſtayeth Hs 
et Fogh Wind in the day of” the Eaft-wind. He doth 
yn only defign the End of a Man's Journey, but 
teſevcry top in it is of His ordering; The Lord pre- 
bemeretl His gring-out , and His coming-in. In 1ſz. 
ws. 7, Thc Lord is ſaid, To weigh the path of the 
L inf jt + which (ſurely) is meant, not only of His 
meblerving their works, and difpenting to them 
Andgeccordingly but, as prepondering what they are 
un'o do, and what is requrifite tor their doing of it; 


hy 
, 
- 


riphind apportioning their firength and afſiftance 
lels nſwerably : As at making the World, He weigh- 
aithÞe7 the Mountains in Scales , and the Hills in a Ba- 
ndiF/19ce 5 that its parts i:iyht be of equal weight : 
Put 


Or, 


| Luk-14-29g 
3 


IJ. 28.3 $- 
28, 


Chap.2 ToBs 
Pſ.37.23 
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| Or. as one that's to run in a Race , and muſt cars 
ry Weights about him: it will be his Wiſdon 
to have them evenly poiz'd : So , the Lord ſs 
one thing againſt another in our Soul's Concern- 
ments. In Rom. 16, Paul brings-in this Wiſdom 
b,25,27, Of God (as well as His Power) to help their Faith 
touching their eſtabliſhment : and the Apollle 
Fade, in the cloſe of his Epiſtle , gives glory to 
Fudeyv.24, God, as the Only | Wiſe | God, upon. the account ot 
25. His keeping them from falling ; and preſenting them 

faultleſs before the preſence of His Glory. 
- 3. HONOUR: Theconcernment of Gods 
Honoxr, isalſoan important Argument for proot 
of this Doctrine : The Lord's manner of deais 
ing with His People of old, and the Reaſon of it, 
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L | at ies of 
15 an Inſtance above contradiction. The Pro-f1,... : 
miſc of giving them Canaan, was not more ab, . 


ſolute than the Promiſe of Salvation to Belic- Deriſ; 

versz nor was it lefs clog'd, with Conditions; .1.. 
Threatnings, and Cautions, (which were aftcr- "We 

wards added: ) But, the Promiſe being once... 

Gen. 15-18. made abſolute, | To thy Seed will I give this Land} Shs 
. Ch. 12.7- the Lord held Himſclf obliged in Honour to; T 
make it good. How oft did He ſeem to be pour ple 

ring out His Wrath to deſtroy them ? Firſt in E- i tt 

gypt, then in the Wilderneſs 3 (as appears by Ef. .. 
zek.20,8,1 3,21,22.,and 40 verſes.) And what & Pu 

kept it off but the Intereſt of His Honour ? Thihh,,.. 

put Him upon finding-out ways to delivery; 

Exek.20. them 3 I wrought (ſays He) for my Names EK q 
14, The Lord did ( as it were) labour to ſuppreſs BY, .. 
Righteous Fury, incenſed by their intolerable pro'y ,, F 
vocations : His Name and Honour were cory - 


cern'd, and that held His hands He had po nfol; 
ga 
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wade an abſolute Promiſe , which therefore muſt 
Ut made-good,. though they made themſelves ne- 
er ſounworthy, of it. The like ye have in - 
nh 48. They .had dcalt very treacherouſly, 
than which nothing is more provoking: ) But, 
favs. the Lord) For my Name's ſake will I defer 
ine anger. And agen, For mine own ſake , even for 
mine Own ſake | will Tao it; For , how ſhould my 
Name be polluted ? The Lord. will over-look a 


5 a temporary ſuſpenſion 3 to recover which, 
d that His name may be fanctihed , He will 
ting them home agen 3 yca, tho it be in the 
'Wics of Men, a thing Impoſſible; and they them- 
t Ives do think fo likewiſe z for, Our hope is Joſt, 
0B we are cut off, ( fay they) and agen, My hope 
EY periſped from the Lord, &c, Whether at home, 
Dr zbroxd, they ill cauſed His Naine to be pro- 
*" Fancd : And for this His Holy Name, He. had 
F tyon them, Ezek, 36.20,21, For, it he ſhould 
", we caſt them off tor cvcr 3 it would have been 
"#4, That He did not foreſee how unworthy a 
Fople they would bez Or, He was not able to 
'<$ them in their own Land, nor to bring them 
"Wk agen; Or cls, that He was changeable if! 
-W5 Purpoſes ,, and not true to His word, &. 
me rcflection or other they would caft upon 
Im, which he would not bear. All which, and 
"Ph more of like kind, is applicable toBclievers 
th reſpect to their Preſeverance. | 
wig FR FUSTICE, or Righteouſneſs > There 
_ 2 hardly be found a firmer ſ1ppart, or more ful} 
_ n{olation to Believers, than That the Fuftice 


1® 


houſand tranſgreſſions, rather than expoſe His &# 
ame and. honour to reproach, as once it. was % 
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f/f; He cannot but give them That they have 
mitcd Him for : The Lord will not be to His 
rxcople as that broken ſtaff Egypt was to the Jews, 
o fail them at their greateli nced 3 which 1s, 
when they are loft, driven away, broken. and ſick, and 
perhaps) have no mind to return 3 as Ephraim, 
ho went on frowardly, : Then 1s the fit time for 
the Faithfirlneſs of God - to diſcover it ſelf, by 
<king.them out, bringing them back , binding 
wen up, healing and comforting them. To heal 
br backſlidings, as it ſhews the Freeneſs of 
50d'slove, ſo His faithfulneſs. 

' The Lord will not behold iniquity in Facob : 4. ee 
© will not take notice of it, fo as to recede 
5om His Word : For, He could not but ſee their 
everſencls and murmurings 3 tor which He 
uniihcd them ſevercly 3 and ſometimes madeas 
| He would diſherite them ; but {till He re» 
mbrcd His Covenant, and that refirain'd 1t, 
hat He could not caft them off : The Lord had 


Nd, and therefore Men {halknot reverle it 3 
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athcr themſelves, by their inſufterable contu= 
iy, nor Balaam with his inchantments. The 
Lnd lover, Judgement (i.e, Truth and Faithtulneſs;) 
nd therefire He forſaketh not His Saints, they are 
reſerved for ever : The Saints arc in league with 
od ; They have made a Covenant with Him by Sa- 
ice and *tis a Icaguc of His own propound- 
ts, by which He hath obliged Himfeclt to pro- 
QaMthem. And, tho Men may break their Com- 
ncts, the Holy One of Iſrael will not > He is not 
Lin that He ſhould lie, nor the Son of Man that 
Frould Repent, David having made God 
$ Fortreſs, concludes from thence, that the 
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Name »f God was engaged to lead and guide hin, poſe 

Thoſe Corinthians were as lyable to temptati-Mher 

ons as other Men who fell by them: for they hadſrryal 

{ſtrong remainders of Corruption, (as appearsMhyilc 

by both the Epiſtles) and a fubtil Adverfary toflxcc91 

obſerve and* draw it out: Befides, They wereWto M 

highly gifted, and fo thought themſcIves above. lic 

the rank of ordinary Chriſtians 3 than whithhc 

nothing could more expoſe them to danger F the 

But, nothwithſtanding all theſe diſadvantages #! : 
iCoranB,g. they ſhall be kept 3 the Faithfirlneſs of God thi Hi; | 
ſecurcs them, and ſhall confirm them unto the Ena f (ns, 

For, God i Faithful (fayes he) by whom ye werfh1nch 

Callel, Itis as if he had ſaid, God would neven 6, 

have Called you into the Fellowſhip of his Sonff onty; 

C5.10.13, If He had not reſolved to keep youthere. 50 F reſpet 
gcn, in Chap, 10. he tells them, God will if then 

ſirffer them to be tempted above that they are able; a0 (cf 

he brings it in as an Inference from the FaitlY lieyer 

fulneſs of God. He likewiſe layes the ſtrclsoſcy Pr 

his confidence for the Theſſalonians being PYf1ieh 
ferved blameleſs unto the coming of Chriſt, upon thYf 9.71 f 
ms ſame Attribute 3 Faithful is He that Calleth 304 fig G1 
. who alſo will do #t, And when hc would mov faths 6 

the Hebrews to purpoſe, to hold-faſt the p_ Path, 

Heb.no.23., ON of their Faith without wavering, he uſesk It plca 
fame Engine ſtill; [ Faithful] is be that promilWtlea(y 
Peter, he alfo dircas the Saints to Comm! mY 11 
J Pet.4ISe Souls unto God, in well-doing, as unto a Faith fi 1s phy, 
Creator, Now, the Scripture alwaycs prop" Men t 
co us, ſuch Attributes and Motives, as arc P!'0PF throw 

to the matterin hand 3 and therefore, in {iy which 
God (here) a | Faithful Creator, | it's as IU br ey 
2 Car. $- 56 85 to ſay, He that hath wrought you for gs 
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of God's Sovereignty, Cc, 365 
me thing, is. God, who is Faithful to His pur- * 

poſe, or firſt Intent of His Work 3 and will 

therefore perfe& it, notwithſtanding the hery 

ryal youare to paſs-under 3 you may therefore I Pet.q-12. 
build upon it, and commit your ſelves to Him 
cccordingly. And how doth the Lord condeſcend 

to Mcn of Low degree, for the ſupport of weak 

plievers! 7f we Believe not (i.e. Tho' our Faith ,- . 
be ſo weak. and inſentivle to us, that ve doubt 7% 08 
the very being of it, yet) He abideth faith- pr, 4a. 4, 
ful: He will not quench the ſmoking flax, nor ſuffer PF. 89-33. 


W Hs Faithfulneſs to fail. The reaſon why the Mahkz.Ge 


ſuns of Facob are not conſunicd, is not from their 
lnchangeablencſs but God's. 

6, MERCY: This Attribute alſo, freely 
contributes to the Saints Perſeverance. Mercy 
rlpets Men in ditireſs, to ſupport and bring 
them out , not-having of their own to help 
themſclves : This, none are ſo ſenſible of as Be- 
levers 3 and thercfore, Them eſpecially will Mer- 
Q provide-for : Hoſe 14. 3, In thee the Fatherleſs 
fneth Mercy, Pfal. 59. 14; The God of my Mercy 
Pall preſerve me, Mercy is the Name of God, and 
His Glory, Exod. 34.7. Mercy is His Way, All the 


Wj-ths of the Lord are Mercy: and it is His pleaſant Pſ.25,x 0; 


Path, called therefore His Delight, Micah 7. 18. 
|t pleaſeth Him above any thing 3 yea , He takes 
Peaſtre in them that Hope in His Mercy, Pſal.147, 


Y!!. Wc may fay (in a good fenſe) Hes Throne 


is upholden by Mercy. It 1s Mercy alſo that makes Pro, 20.28 
Men to fear Him, Pſal. 138, 4, The 136 Pfaln ” 
Moughout, is an Encominunm of Mercy, as That 
Which doth all for iis 3 and this, becauſe it enazrres 


br er, In the 13S Pſalm, the Prophet grounds 


Þ b 3 his 
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his confidence touching his Perſeverance, upon 
this Attribute cxpreſly 3 viz. That God would 
Perfect that which concerned him, becauſe His | Mr- 
cy | ( which began the work) endrureth for ever, 
The great Covenant 'is forended in Mercy, and 
1s therctore ſiiled, The ſure Mercics of David, 1a, 
55. I ſhall not add touching this Attribure 
For, 1t all the Ref be on ovr fide, (and you ſee 
They arc) the Mercy of God mult nceds be for 
us, tince *tis That ( indeed ) which hath enliſted 
and brought-in all the Reſt, | 

VI. The Saints Perſeverance may alſo be Ar- 
guced from the Ends of their being, with the 
Author ot thoſe Ends : ( This the Scripture puts 
weight upon.) Their Ends are to glorihe God; 
and to be glorified with Him : Burt, ncither of 
theſe can be attain'd without Perſcycring : Not 
the firſt; For, nothing ſo diſhonours God, 35 
Apoſtacy : Not the latter, becauſe ſuch onely as 
endure to the End ſhall be ſaved. They muli 
( therefore) Perſcvere, or thoſe Ends will be 
fruſtrate 3 which will not fland with the Au- 
thor's authority. That theſe were the ends 0 
their being, is cvident: Tſiz. 43.21, This Peif!: 
have T formed for my ſelf, and v. 7: I created him 


C'S / oy 


for my Glory, The Apoſtle alſo is very cxprels 


for it, in 2 Cor. 5, where, ſpeaking of that Di-{ 


vine building in the Heavens, preparcd for Bc- 
lieversz he tells us, They were wrought for that 
ſelf ſame thing. The manner of expreſſion 1 
much to be remark'd : it is not barely ſaid, tlits 
End. or this thing, we were made tor 3 but (in 
cttcct_) this very thing and nothing el{e, ( to bc fure, 
nothing lejs ) was the (cope and end of our Crca- 
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tion, both old and new. even of all God's work= 
manthip upon us. And as evident it ts, that 
God Himſelf is the Arthor of thoſe Ends, and 
that therefore they cannot miſcarry. Upon this 
ground the Lord would have His Pcople to. 
tound an Vndauntable conhidencc, (as well may 
be gather'd from His fo frequent indigitating of 
i) In 1/7, 43, He thus fortifies them againſt 
the ſorett of evils 3 Fer not, for | T | have Redeemed 
thee; | I | have called thee 3 and ver, 7,| T | have crea- 
red bim 3 | TI have forme I him 3, yea | T | have made 
him | I, even I the Lord | ver, 11. and Chap. 41. 
10, Fear thou not, for | I] am with thee, | I | will 
frengthen thee, | T] will belp thee, yea | T | will up- 
hl{thee : The emphatis lics in the perſon active, 
(I] i,e, Ithe LORD, (anote of inhaite ſig- 
nihcancy and ſecurity to Believers !”) The Apo- 
{tlc alſo, in that 2 Cor. 5. that Believers might 
now themſelves anvincibly ſecur'd, he points us 
0 GOD, as the great Author of thoſe impor- 
tant Ends, and Almighty Undertaker for ther 
accompliſhment 3 He that wrought us for the ſelf 
ſame thing, s GOD. Itisastt he had ſaid, It 
5 impoſhble we ſhould loſe the thing we were 
wrought-for, becauſe it is G OD that wrought 
us for it, It is not the detignment of an Idol; 
that is, Of ſome Ionorant, Raſh, F allible, or Mu- 


| t2//e Agent 3 ſuch a One as may pothibly be jzr- 


frigd by unlookd-for accidents 3 Circumpented 
by a ſublimer undcrſtanding 3 Over-born by 2 
power above him 3 or Recede from his pur poſe, 
thro levity and ticklencſs of his Nature 3 ©. 
Eutitis G OD, . who is 1Wuſe in Heart, and Migh- 
ty in ſtrength, Fob. 9. 4. It 15 He from whom a! 
things that axe have thcir bcing, and are per- 


Bb. 4 tcctly 
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fedtly under His Rule and Obeyſance : He had 
Eternity afore Him, lay His Defign ſurely; 
and accordingly, He declareth the End from the be- 
ginning, and changeth nat, t is therefore as im- 
pothble for Him cither'to Po or neglef to do, or 
ſuffer to be done, any thing whereby His purpoſe 
might ſuffer diſappointment, as it is impoiſi- 


ble That God ſhould lie. He would never have 


ſet-up thoſe Ends as the Sum and Upſhot of His 
great Dclign, 1t He had not Determined to {ce 
them made-pood. And therefore At as ſayes the 
Apoltle We are alwayes confident, That when a- 
fent from the Body, we ſhall be preſent with the Lord, 
Ver.6 & 8. ; | 

This isalſo further confirm'd by that compen- 
dious Promiſe, Fer. 31. 33, I will be their God and 
they ſhall be my People: Every word ( here ) hath 
a peculiar Emphatis 3 1. That He will be a [ God] 
to them '2. | Their] God 3 and 3. | For ever|: 
This| T will] impoxts both a fixed Reſolution, and 
Time without limit. © It is as it He had faid, Tho 
other Lords hve had the Rule over you, and 
you have ftill a proneneſs to revolt to them It 
{hall not be 3 I will not bc Onted any more 3 I! 
heal your backflidings, and be your God till: T1 
carry 1t towards you and tor you, as becomes 2 
God todo; and I will make you ſzch a People, as 
becometh God to ow? IT will not be aſhamed to be 
called your God, Heb, 11. 16. Tt would (indced) 


be both a diſparagemcnt and * difſatis{action to 
God, 'if His Peorle thould fail of that He madc 
thcm for z which ( ccrtainly) cannot be, becaute 
God 1s theins3 and it God be theirs, all things 


are theirs, both this World and'that to comc1 
1 C00.322,23. oh : 
L alily, 
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Laſtly, For the final Perſeverance of Believers, Arg. V1. 
z principal Argument is fetch'd from the Sove- 
gn Decree of Eletion. I call 1t Soverregn, part- 
ly becauſe it is the higheſt manifeſtation of God's 
-hſolute Dominion over His creatures, in chooſ- 
ing whom He would, and patſng-by the reſt : 
Partty alſo, becauſe all forts of things whatfuc- 
rr are ſubjected to it, and made ſubſervient to 
is final accompliſhment. And this I take tor a 
rincipal reaſon why Election is fo frequently 
placd in Eternity, (or, before the Foundation 
« the World} viz. to ſhew, That the very Fa- 
brick of the World, and all occurrences therein, 
were ſo contrived and framed in God's Decree, 
Ws having Election for their primary ſcope and 
| WEnd: Thar this firſt Caute is the Sypream Mode- 
\ Wiitor of all intermediate cauſes, and is it (elf ſub- 
ji& to None, Tt' was not any lovelinefs in Ele 
trons which moved God to love them at fr - 
b neither ſhall their 'urilovely backſlidings de- 
Mye them of it, (though it may be ecclips'd by 
tacir own dcfault, to-the breaking of their 
bes.) The Lord: choſe them for that bleſſed 
Image of His Own which Hewould afterwards 
Mprint upon them 3 and this He ſtill profecutes 
broughall diſpenſations. | | 
Thit EJe& Nation the Fews, they apoſtatiz- 
| from God, and did worſe than any other 3 
i would not the Lord utterly caft them off. In 
me!'s time their wickedneſs was very great 5 
, faith he, (to ſtay them from total apoltacy,) 
lie Lord will not forſake you: But, what's the 
round of that his great conhdence, and grand 
\arranty ? The yery fame that now wearc vp- 
vn 5 


Cy? 


w*8_ 


Rom: 11,7, 
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on 3 The Lord will not forſake you, becauſe | Ith; 
pleaſed the Lord to make you His People : | Not he 
cauſe they remembred their duty and return'd te 
God 3 but becauſe He remembred for them His Co 
aant : In purſuance thereof, He long maintaine 
their Title, notwithſtanding their often-repeate 
forteituresz and when in captivity , brough 
them home again, And indeed, ther's nothing 
{o melts the hearts of Thoſe in Covenant wit 
God, as that the Lord ſhould be pacified toward 
them after all their abominations, The manner 
God'sdcalings with this people, is eſpecially In 
ſiructive, to help the Faith of the ſpiritual Ele 
ion, upon all occafionsz as holding-torth thi 
ſpecial regard the Lord has for them, - becauſe 
His Covenant : That tho? He may, and will, pu 
niſh their iniquitics 3 yet His loving kindneſs 
will not take trom them. And He puts it ſillup 
on His having once choſen them 3 as ye have! 
in Jeremy, ch.41.9. I have choſen thee, and" 
caſt thee away. This later clauſe, | And nt cz 
thee away] ſeems added to ſhew, that His Choy! 
them was an act mnvepealable :' q, d. 1 knew ator. 
band what thou wouldſt do.and how thou would 
provezand if T had meant Ever to caliythce off ye! 
if I had not Reſolved againſt it 3 I would not ha 
choſen thee at all : But fince T have, be {ur 
I'1 ſtand by thee, I will ſtrengthen thee, 1" 
help thee, T will uphold thee with the Right hand 0 
my Righteouſneſs. 
It is true, The body of that Nation, for the 
unbclicf, are now broken off 3 there 1s a ſuſpen 
ſion of the outward part of the Covenant : Not 


that God intends an wtter rejection of "wy 
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For, ſuch as have part in the ſpecial Election, are 

dways ſaved 3 and the time will come when All 

I{rzel ſhall be ſaved: For, as touching the Elecizon, 

they are beloved ſtill, tho' yet unborn, For 

they ſakes it was, that thoſe dayes of tribulation 

were ſhortened, Matth. 24.22. Which anſwers to 

that in Iſaiah 65, 8, Deſtroy it not 3 there is a bleſ- 
fag in it, The Lord will not ſo much regard, 
what they have done, or deſerv'd 3 as what His 
Covenant is concerning Abraham's ſeed 3 which 
minding of His Covenant is from the znchange- 
wleneſs of His Purpoſe 3 and thercfore, though 
broken-off at preſent 3 they ſhall be grafted-in-a- 
en, Tho? driven intoall lands 3 Scattered into 
cornersz mingled with the'Heathen 3 and be- 
come ſo like them.as not to be known aſunder:yet 
being His Choſen, and within His Covenant, He 
will bring them out of their holes, and gather 
them { One by One] He willdo it fo accurately, 
"JF exactly, punctually, that None ſhall be wanting 3 
NY 1s" ſifted among all Nations, not | One] grain ſhall 
SY 72! to the Earth, © The Reſervation mentioned in 
oY kom 11, Was God's omnipotent ſafeguarding 
10 His Elc&, when the reſt of the Nation tell to 1- 
2 olatry : They had gone All as well as Some, had 
lot Elc&tion held them back 3 it's therefore ſaid 
"tobe | According | to the Election of Grace 3 E- 
ion was the Patern, and Reſervation the Co- 
Py of It, And, that this was not a ſingle caſe, 
'r reftrain'd to that preſent time, is evident from 
M:tth,24, Where our Saviour foretels, that the 


wbtilty of Dcccivers, and temptations of the 
unics, thall be ſuch 3 and the Torrent rife to that 
Irergth that *twill be next to impoſſible, not to 
© carried=away by it 3 but for the Elec, they arc 

{a tc- 
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ſafeguarded How ? By the coming-in ofthe fr 
and ſovereign Cauſe 3 by the virtue of which, the 
whole force and influeuce of thoſe Ft — 
Mat.242% [hall cither be prevented or removed, mitigated, 
Yen inverted, ſhortned, or over-rule dz and the Faith 


372 


Ezek. 9. 6, of His Sealed Ones fo confirmed, that they ſhall 


not be hurt by them: yea, (and which is more) 
Thoſe very things,which are deſtructive to others 
ſhall work life in them. This turn'd Bal am's 
Dent. 23.5- curſc into a. bleſſing to Iſrael 3 and Paul's affiidi- 
Phil. 1.19, ons to his Salvation : they arc fo Them a cauſe of 
Luk.21.28: lifting up the head. Andit it were not {o, tac 
James, 1,2, Apoltle could not exhort us to count zt all joy, 
x when we fall into divers temptations; but that in 
the midit thereof He keepeth the feet of His Saints, 
For ( ſays God ) They are my People , Children that 
will not lie : q. d. They are of thoſe I havecho- 
ſen, and ſet-apart fox my ſcltz and therefore, 
they ſhall not fruſtrate my purpoſe in TT 
them 3 which ſeems implied in the word | So 
So, He was their Saviour, 1 will fave them, bes 
cauſe T have made them my Feople. 

And further, *tis worthy your notice 3 That 
this Sovereign Decree is alwayes Regpant 5 0 
Kingdom that þearcth rule over all, and _ 
[ never ] be broken. Pſal. 89. 34, My covenant will i 
not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of y; 
lips, My Covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him, vere2 ; 
It is meant of the Covenant made with Datis 
and his houſe 3 cr rather, with Chriſt and Bi 
ſpiritual-Secd 3 of whom David was a Tp 
And that we might have ſtrong conſolation, ! 
Lord is picaſed to bind it with an Oath Ong, 
(7, e, Once for all, and once tor ever 3 1t was : 
tull and perfect, that it needed no _— h 
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by my Holyneſs, that I will not lie unto David, And 
how impotſible it was, that this Covenant ſhould 


te over-ruled or broken, appears by Feremy, who 
ſpeaking in the Name of the Lord , delivers it 


W thus; If you can break,my Covenant of the Day, and Ter, 33: 20; 


my Covenant of the Night, that there ſhould not be 
Day and Night in their Seaſon > Then may alſo my 
Covenant be broken with David my Servant : ( Here 
note, by the way, that Day and Night take their | 
turns 3 but (till it is in their Seaſon. ) And Da- 
wd himſelf ſays of it, that It is a Covenant | Ever= 
lating ] Ordered in all things, and | Sure | i.c. What- 
ever might poſſibly fall-in to interrupt it, there 
was That Order obſery'd in the compoſition of 
the Covenant, aud ſucha Power laid-up within 
it; as ſhould certainly over-run and bear-down 
thoſe impediments, triumph over all, and hold 
0 its way : (as all the tempeſts and tumults 
that may happen in this lower World, can in no 
wie obſtruct the courſe and harmony of the Su- 
pertour Orbs. ) He therefore declares in high 
'3et humble) expreſſions, that he deſires no 0- 
ttcr or better ſecurity for his Salvation. And it 
s not unlikely, that David and Solomon were 
Nth of them left to thoſe great and grievous 
bxckſlidings , to give proof of the Swrenefs of 
this Covenant z which indeed was ſufficiently 
done by them and tried to the uttermoſlt : For, 
fey both broke the Covenant on their part 3 and 
ſet, the Covenant was not NulPd : No thanks to 
em, Eut to that Sovereign Grace, that had laid-in 
Provition afore to prevent it, by making it 4b- 
ſolute and Unrepealable, Yet will not the Lord 
COn- 


Kmendment, or Repetition) Once have T ſworn V 35 


254m,23.y 


Of. 89 31z 


{/a,54.8 
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connive at their miſcarriages 3 1f his Children for. 
Jake my Law. and break my Statutes ; I will viſt 
their tranſgreſſions with the Rod, and theiy iniqui 
with ſtripes : | Nevertheleſs | My loving kindneſ; 
32,33, will 1 not witerly take from him, nor ſuffer [ My] 
v. 39. faithfulneſs to fail, There was indeed(at times) 
a ſeeming to make-void this Covenant 3and great 
complaints are made upon it, ( as, well there 
might 3 ) but it revives and looks trelh agen; 
Joy comes in the morning 3 as is evident by the 
cloſe of that Pfalm, Bleſſed be the Lord for evermore, 
Amen, and Amen ! Its return was the more wel- 
come for its temporary abſence 3 and therctore he 
meets it with a double gratulation, Amen and 4- 
men! Tt was but in a little wrath that He hid His 
face from them and that but for a moment too ; 
But, with everlaſting kindneſi will T have Mercy on 
thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer : The Mountains 
ſhall depart, and the Hills be removed ; —bit my 
v.10. kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee 3 neither ſhall the 

Covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord that 
hath Mercy on thee. In Feremy another impolli- 
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bility is inſtanced, to ſhew the Eternal validity of 
Fer,31.37, this Covenant 3 Thus ſaith the Lord, If Heaven 


above can be meaſured, and the foundations of " 
Earth ſearched out beneath T will alſo caſt off al: 


the Seed of Tſracl, for all that they bave done, ſaith 
zhe Lord, The LORD ( you ſee ) has made 


Himſelf both the Alpha and Omega of this great 
{ſentence 3 toſhew, that both Ends of the Covc- 
nant are in his own hands. _ p 

By theſe Scriptures ( with many others) its 
apparent, therc ſhall be no faileur on God's pt» 


and conſcquently, None at all 3 becauſe He _ 
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faken on Himſelf the performance of the whole 3 
(tho not ſo as to exempt us from our Duty, but: 
toreduce us toit, and carry us thro it : ) Believ- 
ers ( therefore ) ſhall be invincibly ſecur'd to 
the end of their Faith, the Salvation of their 
Souls. 


Yet doth not this DoErine go free of contra- 
diction : and truly, conſidering how plain and 
pertinent the Scripture 1s for it 3 1t may well 
ſzem, That if the firſt impugners of Perſeve- 
rance had not found themſelves in a Toil 3 and 
neccfſitated to oppoſe it, for the maintenance of 
other principles they had before eſpouſed 3 and - 
which would not ſtand with this 3 they would ne= 
ver have ſet themſelves againſt it. But Errors 
(like Truths in that ) do hang on a ltring 3 Or, as 
links in a Chain , the firſt Mover draws the rett 
after it : But, I truſt, ( thro help from Above) all 
the objections that are laid againſt this Doctrine, 
(hall (by one hand or other) prove to its farther 
confirmation. The chict that have occurr'd to 
me, are theſe that follow 3 and if I had met any 
more conſiderable, I hope I ſhould not have 
hunn'd their tryal. 

The Docirine of Abſolute Perſeverance deprives Mer 
of the ſharpeſt Bit which God hath given them, 
to curb the unregenerate part of the Soul, We 
mean the Fear and Dread of Eternal Fire 

 TheLaw is good. if lawfully us'd fo is Fear, 
n its time and place 3 out of which 1t 1s as a 
bone out of joynt, The Law works by Fear , as 
a School-Matter unto Chritt 3 It is ordinarily 
the firft occaſion of 0ux motion towards believ- 
ing 3 
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Ing 3 The heir whilſt a Child may be under 11 He! 
tutorageot fear : Buc when Faith is grown- 0,4 
than caſt out the Bondwoman and her Son ; Fi bk. 1 
ſhall not be heir with Faith: For, tho it be a godſg Circ 
Servant, *tis anill Maſter, For Fear to predÞ0b/cry 
minate Faith, is for Servants to ride, while Prindſly wit! 
walk, on the Earth; which is an Errour the Earp, 2. 
cannot bear, Believers ( who know themſclvgi:\ £00 
ſo to be) receive not the Spirit of Bondage agen Wnctin 
fear : They are acted Now by another principlWrcndes 
(2s a Horſe that is throughly broke andwed.:, 1nd 
waycd, is better Managed by a gentle hand, thalfſſyq's 
a biting Curo» ) Faith works by love 3 It is ndfſþ; wi 
( hencetorth ) the Fear 'of wrath, but the ſen fic « 
of Chriſts love in delivering from wrath, th I. Qu! 
both curbs the unregenerate part, and carr {ca 
to higher acts of obedience than, fear is capadMint. t 
ot; Althoat times, all ſorts of Motives mayt ame] 
needful to keep them going 3 and the Lord ioſfirh. j 
exerciſe of their graces , and other holy noi ac 
may lct the dearctt of His Children long conf; th; 
with their Fears Under which He yet ſupportſÞ: Fexy 
them, and brings them forth like Gold, at lal { pro 
C Sce Ethans complaint, and the cloſe he makeWea, | 
in the 89 Pſalm: See alſo, that exccllent Tre: tolly * 
tife, A Child of Light, &c. ) —- ..: the 
* There be two ſorts of Fear 3 of God and ſk hca 
* the Creature : Creature-feay Believers are {i uths 
*called-from 3 (and with good Reaſon, as yewl val C 
* find after.) Godly Fear is quitc another thing argi 
© it's a Grace «f the largeſt import 3 no favinii, T 
' Grace, but this Fear is put for it 3 or jOYnMerch 
"with itz which juncture ſhews its import 11 tNUFtcew 
* place, *Tis ſometimes put for Faith, Gen.2 Ws (tt 
W z 


gcchio. 5.7. 


3 Chr. 5.14. 
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ith Heb, 11. 17. Sometimes for Love; Pſa. 
10.4, With Lik, 7.47. For Reverence 3 Pſal. 
ello. 7. Levit. 19. 3. Heb. 12.28, For Vigilance 
08d Circumſpection, 2 Cor. 7. 11. For Subjection, 
a 0-[ervance, Mal. 1.6. Holineſs alſo is coup- 
d with Fear, 2 Cor-7.1. So 15s Meekneſs, 
Pt, 3.15. So alſo is knowledge, wiſdome, 
W:! good undcritanding, Pro, 1.7. Pſ.111,12. 
"Wnctimes the whole of Religious worſhip is 


1,and 8, This fear ariſeth from the tight of 
od's Holincſs, Greatneſs, Jult ſeverity again(t 
n; with the Freeneſs of His Grace, Surenels 
{ His Covenant, Fullncſs that is in Chriſt , 
d our intercſ{t in Him 3 wherewith that tla- 
ih fear of Hell will not confiſt: On this ac- 
vant, the | Lordowr God] is ſaid to be a | fearful 
ame] 5,e, It's thc onely object worthy of our 
ith. Love, Revercnce,; and Religious worſhip: 
id according, to this ſenſe of the word, Bleſ= 
5 the Man that feareth always, But, touching. 
:Fear of hell as ſuppoſcd the beſt Curb to lin, 
{ promoter of prcſcverance, it ought to be re. 
td, How far it may influence a Man that is 
olly nnregenerate, as a curb to His lvſts , is 
: the queſtion here but, if Sal and Judas 


fe headlong to Hell, with this bit in their 
MW:ths; then is not the ſharguſt bit the moſt Ef- 


ml Curh, _ | 

arguments againſt it, are obvious; .. 
I, That by which God purities the heart, and 
iercby Belicvers arc ſtrengthencd to a concur- 


tended by it, Judges, 6. 10. Iſa. 8.13, Job. 


K with Himin that work arc ſurely the pr o” 
lt Curb! to Sin : That alſo which weakens, 
Cc and 


| Deir. 38.58 


A 7iaGical Diſcourſe 
and tends to deſtroy the Root,muſt needs be mor 
cffe&ual than That which onely hinders fome 
puttings of it forth; But, all this is done by Faith; 
this lays the Ax to the Root 3 By Faith God puri. 
As 15.9. fies the heart, and every One that hath this hops, 
z Foh. 3.3. purifieth himſelf as he is pure, There's no ſuch 
Virtue aſcrib'd to the Fear of Hell ; but plainh, 

_ the Spirit of Fear is oppos'd to the Spirit of Linz, 
17» of Faith, and of a Sound mind. 

<2, That which has the place of an End in 
*Chritt's delivering from Enemies, can beno [:tt 
© to Perſeverance : But, That we might ſerve 
© God | without fear | had the place of an Ei 
*in that deliverance. 

3. *That which the Scripture holds-forth as 
© an help to Perſeverance,cannot be an hindrancet9 
#ieb, 6, 1o, ©1t:;-but 5 the Scriptnre holds-forth Faith ard 

P12. © Confidence in God, 2s a principal help to Preſe- 
<.3414. <ycrance, 1 Pet. 1. 5. 2Tim.1.6,and 7. Rom, 
<. 10-35 <5, 12. and 14. + 

4. © That which irritates the unregenerate part, 

© cannot be ſaid to Curb it : But, This does the tat 

© of wrath 3 when the Commandment came, ſin revi.* 

©ed, Rom.7.9.7.e- It took occaſion by the law's1c- 

Rim. 4,15, | {(raint;for the fironger rcſurgency againii itzanc 
Gen 4.8, © S0,the Law worketh wrath;asa Torrent ſtopt in!ts 
Rom,7. 10, © Courſe grows morc impetuous : Cain was anin- 
i: ſtance ot thisand cven Pax? in his unregencrac): 

* When throughly convinc'd of tin, if Gracc licp 

©not in as its Guardian, the ſoul's undone, That 

© Scripture M;tth, 10. 28, Gives the objection 
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2 Tim, 


£uke 1743 
Ty 


©n0 countenancc; The Fear there intended, 15 . 
edu 


©that which hath Faith and Love in it 3 Fear 


© them which kill the body, but ſear Him that #5 able Rtate 
| A | 


=7z 


 Þ.of Gods Sovereignty, &Cc. 
©#9 deſtroy Soul and body 71 bell, The two objedts 
* of Fear 'He puts 1n the ballance 3 to ſhew. the 
*the little reaſon we have to balk our duty for 
' fear of Men, whoſe Power can but reach to a bo- 
*dily deathzand how, much more to fear Him that 
* h:5 the Keys of Death and of Hell 'that is, 
'who hath Power to caſt into Hell 3 might juſily 
MM have done it 3 and yet hath ſiyed. us :trom it 
*And this Fear 1s Lovezas 15 evident by Mat.10.37, 
in} © Where ſpeaking of the ſame thing, (viz. Cleay- 
it (ing to Chrilt, and parting -with all for Him, ) 
rol ©'tis expreſly called Love 3 He that loveth Father or 
16M © Mother more than Me, 7s not worthy of Me: And, 
*for ovght that appears to the contrary.,it might 
1M *be the fear of Hell that made the flothful Ser- 
0M vant to hide his talent 3. I. knew thee, that thor 
1d * art an hard Man, 
e-W went and hid thy Talent inthe Earth. Tis alſo 
mM to bc obſerv*d, that before the Great Tribunal, 
"MW thc] Fearf'rl,, and Unbelievers | ſtand linked-toge- 
rt, M thicr. but, what ever influence the tear of Hell 
ar have upon perſons wnregenerate, as a Curb 
Mtv ior luttsz the Doctrine of Perſeverance de 
ic -—_ not of it 3 for, This concerns onely Be- 
na muerers, | | 
ll 1h: Objection 1s further excepted againſt 3 
nl 7. Eccaulc it putsan 1ndzanity on the Wiſdom 
of God, as if He had taken trom Bclieversſome 
YCyeuicnt help to Perſeverance, by giving them 
dſt Promiſes: (whereas, we ſhould rather 
Lip our own underſtandings, and renounce 
iſe opinions, which neceſlitate ſuch unnatural 
WOcdudtions to ſupport them: For, do but ſe- 
Rate the Promiſes from their Abſoluteneſs, and, 
: Cc-2 their 


and | I was afraid]; and Mat.2 $524 
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1 Sam. I2, 
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their ſtrength is gon 3 they would prove as the 
Law, Weak. through the weakneſs of the fleſh, The 
Lord knows that Bclicvers have the moſt dith- 
cult work, and deepeſt ſenſe of their own inſuff- 
ciency 3 and that nothing more weakens their 
hands than doubtings and tears 3 and for that very 
cauſe hath made His Promiſes Abſolute, Thus 
He Armed oſha tothe Battle 3 There ſhall not a- 
ny Man be able to ftand before thee all the days of thy 
life , I will not leave thee nor forſake thee : and thence 
He draws him an Argument, to beſtrong andof a 
good Courage, Thus alſo Samxel (1n the place a- 
torementioned ) When the Pcople were greatly 
perplexed becauſe of God's diſpleaſure towards 
them 3 to contrm them in their duty, he com- 
forts them againli their Fears 3 Fear not 3 ye batt 
done all this wickedneſs , yet turn not a ſide from fil- 
lowing the Lord; And what's the ſtrong Realon 
by which he fixes them ? For, the Lord | will not | 
forſake His People, Paul (likewiſc) cxhorting Bc- 
lievers to that great duty of keeping-down lin, 
that it might not reignzbccaule the ſharpneſs and 
hcat of the conflict might otherwiſe make them 
rccoilz he givesthem (asan high.Cordial) aſ# 
rance of viciory > tells them expreſly, that finſ ſhall 
not Jhave dominion over them.Ot the ſame mind Were 
Peter and Fohm 3 the One dirccts, to give alldiligenc 
zo make our Calling and Elettion | Sure, Jand this, 45 
a principal means to keep us fromfalling:and thc0- 
ther makes it the very {cope of his whole Epilile, 
That Bclicvers might | know ] they have Eternal 
litc.and that they might[go-0n] in believing. hich 
kind of arguments had been very 1mpropcr af 


unduly applycd, it giving them aſſurance rquch 
| ng 
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a7 the Event, had not been a ſtrengthening of 
them in their duty 3 and much more, if 1t would 
have proy'd an indulgence to the unregenerate 
part. | | 
2, Let Fear be conliderd in its ordinary and 
natural cffe&ts 3 and *twill catily appear, that no- 
thing is leſs pleafing to God, or more unapt tor 
the ſexvice of Perſeverance, As a Man's princt1- 
ple is, ſuch will be his obedienccflavith obſervance 
15 the beſt that ſlaviſh fear can produce 3 which 
5 no way acceptable to an ingenuous Spirit: God 
Loves a cheerful Giver 3 not Samaritan worlhip , 
(for fear of Lyons, ) Such ſervice will alſo be wezk 
and wavering : for, nothing ſo unſettles the mind 
3s fearz it encryatcs the foul, and takes-a-way 
ts ſtrength 5 Nabal's heart died within him for fear 
of David;and the Soldicrs that kept the Sepulchre 
were as Dead Men for fear ; The obcdienccſthere- 
tore) which comes from thence, can be but a dead 
obedience 3 the effe cannot riſe higher than the 
Cauſe, Pharaoh let Iſrael go, becaule or the piagucs3 
whichbeing a little removed, he repets his obc- 
dience, and <hides himſclf for it: An thoſe 
Hypocrites, though fearfulneſs had ſur>cired 
tncm, remain'd Hypocrites (till, This fear w:ll 
allo contift with the greateſt impieties T!oſe ve- 
ry Samaritans who Thus fearcd the Lord, id alto 
worſhip their graven images. : 
3. Fear puts upon uting unlawful Means : Iſ22c 
to deny his wite 3 David to lyc, and teign himſelf 
mad; Peter and othcr holy Men, to diſſemble : 
It {ends Men to Egypt for help, (2s it did the 
Jews; ) yea, to Hell, (as it did Sar. ) Therctore, 
both Satan and wicked Men, are ſtil] cndeavour- 
C03 Ng 
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ing to put God's people in fear 3 as they won! 
Reb 6-14» Nehemiah, whereby his work had ceafcd : And 
T9. Satan ftood at Foſhuz's right hand to refiſt him: 
Zech.2.2. ;j,e. Toaccuſe him and (>, to put himn tear, 
becauſe of his filthy. garments, thereby to diſcou- 
rage him in thework of His Othce. So, 

4. Let Fezr be compared with its contrary, 
which is Faith. This removes the Mountain, 
whiles Fear fixes itzyea. ſeems it to be, where isno 
ſuch thing.Fear made the unbclicving (pics brin?- 
up an evil report of the good Land, and to tary 
1mpothbilities ofobtaining it : Faith made Ci- 
Xumn,13,30 leb and foſpuah magnanimous 3 Let us go-vp at 
<b,1349+ once (lay they ) and poſſeſs it for we are well 12 

' toovercomeit 3 yea, they ſhall be bread. for us, Ti:cle 

two, who feared no miſcarriage under an ab{vlite 

Promiſe , were carricd-in 5 all that doubted were 

#14t.14-29» ſhut-put, Peter, whiles contident, walked on the 
—_- 5** waves when he began to dowbt, he bcganto 
F:ſh.25.10, fink, It was Faith made thoſe Worthics v4/121t 


302 


in fight ; Enabled one to Chaſe a Thouſand 3 
Heb 1x, When fear cauſed a Thouſand to ficc at the rebuke 
1Ssm,14. Ot One, yea, at the ſnaking of aleaf. An handful of 
13. Obcdicnce ſpringing from#Faith and confidence n 

God, 1s more acceptable to Him, than Sheafs and 

x Core13,3. Loads ariling trom fear of wrath, It Paul, tor fcar 
otHc}I,had given his body to be burned, it had been 

nothing : But, Faith and Love render (mall things 

Gal-3,22, Of value with God: (the Widow's mitc, and 4 
23. cup of cold Watcr.)}And 'tis worthy of remargque, 

that when the fruits of the Spirit are reckoned- 


up, this Fear 1s not ſo much as named among | 


them.And certain it is, that the moreſentible and 
17%h.4.18, lively our love is to God, the leſs will be our tcar 
; - of hcl: for, Perfect Lyve cafts-ont fear, 
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s, If Fear were ſuch an effetual Curb to fin,or 
help to Perſeverancezthere would not be ſuch Pro- 
miſes of delivering God's people from their fears 3 
nor wouldthey ſo affectionately bleſsGod tor their 
being delivered » Nor fo reſolutcly {et themſelves 
agianſt itz Neither would there be ſo many Com- 
mands and Injun&ions laid upon them,Not to be 
afraid: 1, For Commands againſt Fear; Fer.46.27., 
Fear nat thou O my ſervant Facob, - for I will ſave thee; 
and v. 28, Pear then not > ——I will corrgt thee in 


meaſure; ie. Mcetly, and proportionately, accorq- 


ing to the ſcope of my Covenant, which isto 
ſave thee, The Lord would not have us think 
our ſelves in danger of being cathicr'd, when we 
arc chaſtened 3 which ſeems the import ot «!at in 
Iſa, to. I have chaſen thee, and not caſt thee away 3 
fear thou not, So, to the Hebrews Caſt not away 
your confidence ; And to His Diſciples, Jet not your 
heart be troubled 3 neither let it be afraid : ( 40- 
tling brings that perturbation of mind, as Fear, ) 
And, Fear not, little flock, (why ?) !t 1s your Fa- 
ter's good pleaſure to give you the kengdome, Inuume- 
rable arc the injunctions laid upon God's people 
againſt Fears Tſ4.35-4. Che4.3.5. Ch.42.13,14 Ch. 
44.2, Jer.z0.10, Deut.l0.19. Joel,2.21 Leph.z. 
16, Hapg.2.5. Zach.8.13,15. Matth.10.28, Acts 
27,24, Rev.i.l7. &c. Therefore, treedome from 


this Fear, is noe impediment to Perſeverancc.. 


Iſa, 4 1.9,19 


#76. ! Del Gs 


Foh. : ;,.27a 


Euk.12.328 


— -o< 


2, Promiſts of delivering from Fears. Jacgb Fr. 3947s 


hall be in quiet, and none ſhall make him afraid: He 
hall not be afraid of evil-tidings, He ſhall be quiet from 


 fexr of evil, The Promile is not made to Fcar and 


Fainting,but to Faith and Contidence,Plal, 27.14, 
Be of good courage,and He ſhall ſtrengthen thy beart.It ic 
Cc 4 had 
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had bcen the mind of Chriſt,that Believers ſhould 

_ tfrll beunderthis Fear | He would not have told 

Foh.5 24- them, They are paſſed from death to life, and ſhall nt 
_ Y ws come znto condemmation : That they ſhall fit upon 
120101292" Thrones: That their Inheritance is reſerved in hexven 
for them , and they kept for it 5 and that by the 

Mzghty power of God, + The Reſult of all which is, 

That having theſe Promiſes, we ſhould cleanſe ou 

ſelves fron: all filthineſ+ of fleſh and ſpirit 3 perfedting 

2 Cor.7:1: holineſs in the Fear of God, © x \ 
3. Examplcs of Chrittian Reſolution, Not to fear, 

Pſal. 23. 4, yea, though IT walk through the v4lley of 

the ſhadow of death, T will fear none evil: 1{a.50.7, 

Therefore( That is,bccauſc the Lord God had pro- 

miſcd to help him 3 Thercfore)have I ſet my face # 

: a flint,and I know that T ſhall not be confoundec. Vl, 
56.4, I will not fear what fleſh can do unto me. And 

Pl. 49.5, Wherefore ſhould 1 fear in the days of evil, 

when the iniquity of my heels ſhall compaſs me about 

Theſe, if any thing, ſhould have put him in 

fcarz but his Faith reſolves againſt it 3 according 

to Tz, 12.2,' 1 will truft, and not be afraid, i.t. 

He would not willingly admit the leaſt mixture 

of fear with his Faith; and good Reaſon tor 

Neh.8.14. It, fince the Foy of the Lord was his ftrength. 
' 4. Inſtances of Thankfulncſs for - deliverance 

from fears. Pſal.34. 3, O Mignifie the Lord wit 

me, and let us exalt His Nam: together, ( Put, 

what's the occaſion of 'this joyful triumph ?) 1 

_..- ſought the Lord and He heard me, and | Delivered 
OE me fromall myfears]v.4.' Pf, 27.6, Therefore will I 
offer in His Tabernacle $ acvifices of Foyzand the Rear 

ſonoft itwis, That God world hide him in Hyow! 

Pavilion, 7,5. that is, He would ſecure him pit 

al- 


Feng: 
he cou 
ced-1N 
tn him 
Fterns 
Veranc 

Scri 
But th 


witho 


proot, 
{0 ele 
orcat 1 
while: 
ſpced, 
of thi 
bled; 

whict 
Unmo 
the L 
loofir 
ledge 

Logd, 


If 


of Godbe Sovereignty, &c, 


anger, and ſct him up above his Fears: Which 
| could not, with any good reaſon, have rejoy- 
ced-in 3 nor have prayed, that God would Reſtore 
tn him the joyes of His Salvation; if the dread of 
Etcrnal fire, had been ſo good a friend to Perſe- 
VCrANCE. OT. ER 
Scriptures to this purpoſe might be multiplied ; 
But theſe CT hope) may have lett the Objection 


without footing. - But , betides our' Scripture= 


proof, 41t 15 evident in expericnce, that nothing 
ſo elevates the ſpirit and courage of a Man in 
ercat undertakings, as aſſzrrance of" SuceeſF : But, 
whiles he is wavering, and doubtful Haw he ſhall 
ſpeed,efpecially whiles he meditates Terrowrs, and 
of them the Dreadfil!leſt ; his hands” are | infee- 
blcd; nor he has not his wits about him : That 
which tends (in truth) tomake a Man Steadfaft, 
Unmoveable, and alwayes to ahound in the work, of 
the Lord; is not the fear. of miſcarrying, and 
looſing all at Iaft 3 but, Faith and 2 certain know- 
ledge , that his Iabour ſhall not be in' vain inthe 
Lord. HEE | > 


If a Man once belicving cannot loſe his Faith 
Why is it ſaid ; Let him that ſtandeth takg 
heed leſt he fall * and Look to your: ſelves, 
that we loſe not the things we have wrought ? If 
za poſſibility of loſing, what need ſuch Cauti- 
ons, and ſo great Circumſpeciion & | 


The maker of this Objedtion hath elſwhere 
granted, that the poſſeſſion of Canaan was ſure 
to Arahanr's ſeed, ſo as their unworthineſs could 
not deprive them of it : And yet we find, their 
Induction and actual Poſſeſſion, yoked (after- 
wards } 


* 
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Hoſe 144: 


Gal.3,17, 
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wards) with as many Conditions, Cautions, 
and limitations, as the Promiſe of Salvation tg 
Believers, any where isz and yet, nevertheleſ; 
certain. But, for more particular anſwer, 
* 1. It is evident, That a righteous Man may fall; 
and as evident it is, That he cannot fall finally; 
For,tho? he falls Seven times in aday, as often does 
he riſe-agen, Prov.24.26, and this, becauſe the 
Lord upboldeth him with His band, Pal. 37.24, 
And Pl. 145, The Lord upholdeth all that fall: Ei- 
ther He ftayes them when they are falling Or, 
He' (6 orders and limits the matter, that they 
fall not into miſchief, as others do 3 and, to 
be ſure, Hel ſet them on their feet agen : the Ab- 
ſolute Promiſe cannot be null'd or diſcertain', 
by .cautionary words elſewhere delivered, It 
cannot therefore be mcant of a Total and Final 
falling-away, which the Scripture-Current &: 
preſly runs againſt. * On 

2. There are Conſiderations. enough, and df 
great weight, Why Believers ſhould take-hedd 
of Falling, without ſuppoſing a totallofs of their 
Faith 3 (the breaking of a Man's bones, is ground 
ſufficient for fiich a Caution, altho? he be ſure 
that his Neck, ſhall be fafez) the diſhonour done 
to his Father 3 the ſhame that is put upon Chril5 


Grieving the Comforter 3 Scandalizing the good 


ways of God 3 ſtumbling the Weak 3 Strengthen 
ing the Wicked ; the unfitting of him for bisdu- 
ty 3 Intcrrupting his Peace and Communion witi 
God 3 &c, Evcry of which will weigh deep 
With a ſoul that is born of God,. 

3. The Lord brings-about His Purpoſes (tor 
molt part) by Mcans 3 Of which, Cautionsare 
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a part 3 and by which (as a-M*ans}) H- keeps-off 


of God's Sovereignty; &c. 


the cvil Caution'd againit, In the 1 Fohn 2. 28: 
the Apoſtle exhorts them to abide in Chriſt, Cwhom 
ccrtain Projiefiors trad*relinquithed, v.19. JAnd;as 
purpoſely intending 'to 'obviate this Objection, 
he tells th2ms Tat they ſhall abide in him , v.27. 
w- -:by he rength<ns them to their duty. _* 

\ 1. the other place objected, (22, Look to your 


tug G25 we loſe tot the things we have wrought; ) 


{4,545 417 to bole Hora time the Senſe and 
43. 97 Our (fates as David, Aeman;and Others, 
64 02 anvthucr thing ro loſe the tate it ſelt5 
Wah a Eclicves ihatl acver do,.as is ſhewn afore. 
Of much like Import is that in2 Pet-2.5,6,7,59,9, 
rerſcs; where he exhorts them, To give all diligence 
to add one Grace to another: And, to help them in 
their work, he tells them, 1. What advantages 
thcy ſhall have by their ſo-daing 3 They ſhall not 
he unfruitfiel in the knawledge of Feſtus Chriſt 3 1. e, 
F ſhall evidenceto taeni thac the knowledge they 
tavejis a zeal knowledge which carinot be known 
from that which'is formal only , but- by ſuch an 
effect, That alſo by this Means it ſhall be increa- 


(cd; the uſing of things well , and to their pro -. , + 
per End,being thexeadieft way to their Improve-. . . - 


ment, according, to Fohn To 17, He that will 40 
my Will lo2ll know of my Dofirine. 2, He then ets 
atore them, the loſs they ſhall have , ip caſe they 
nepIcct this great Duty of Adding Grace to Gracez 
They will become blind, Unable ta ſee afarr off, and 
tor get that they were purged from their old fins : RC- 
milnc{s will bring obſcurity upon their Evidencesz | 
That which was clear to them fore, will Now 
become Clouded , and be as if it were not 5 It 
| nay. 


gd 


Beb14eJ- may ſeem to them, that they are ſhort ofthat Reſt, 
| which yet is ſure to them 3 and fo they'l be put |, ? 


An. 


theſe things, they ſhall never fall ; i. e, Thcy ſhall not 
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to begin their work Anew : Whereas , if they d 


fall from thcir ſtedfaſtneſ5, nor loſe that clear ſight 
and aſſurance which now they have, touching 
thcir good cſtate, viz. as bcing partakers of the Di- 
vine Nature, and Prurged from their old fins > Which 
thoſe neglce&s might put out of their fight 3 and 
ſo, loſe them the {enſc and comfort of what they 
had wrought. 


IVereadin John 6. 60, That many of Chuff's 


Diſciples forſvok him : In Timothy , Of ſom, 
who as concerning the Faith , had made Ship- 
wrick,: And of Simon Magus , who once bi- 


lieved, and was afterwards found in the bontf ſc 


Iniquity ? 


The Objc&ion has an Intire Anſwer made 
ready to itshand, in 1 Fohn2,19, They went ot 
from us. becauſe they were not of us, For, if they had 
been of us they would | no dobt | have continued with 
#5, Seeming Faith may really be loſt, as theus 
was 3 and Real Faith may ſeemingly bc loſi,as w3s 


Phil. 1.18; the Apoltle's, Luke2 4.21. Heb.q.1. Seeming Faith 


Rom. 2.20, 
4 Tim. &s 


is really Joſt, bccauſe it was but Seeming » Rea 
' Faith cannot be loſt, becauſe it is Real, Yet#* 
ſhall tind, that That which is but ſeeming, isI1c- 
quently calFd by the name of tht it ſecms to bc 
as in Matth, 13. i2.It isfaid, That which he[ baths 
In Lwke 8. 18. (ſpeaking of the ſame thing ) 1 
rendred, Tyvat which he [ ſeemeth | to have: S0 tholc 
who forſook Chriſt, they were Diſciples but 1 
ſpew, thcy never belicvcd in truth ; as appears 3f 


\ 


contin 
Y, I3, 
3. 
ward 
(whit 


kcrett 


] degat 


Who 
thin 
Ot his 


lis Pn 


of God's Sovereignty, &C. 
the 64 verſe of the 6. Fohn , Feſus knew from the 
keginning who they were that believed not: And this 
(iz, becauſe it was but a ſeeming Faith they had) 
He gives as the Reaſon of ther now-torſaking 
hum, | 
As for Simon Magwus,the Anſwer isas cleer con# 
cring him where lct us conſider, 

1, Thata man may be ſaid to believe, and yet 
3 ſoot be a Believer 3 As a Righteous Man To Sin, 
, and yct not be a'Sinmer, To be a Believer, 1s to 

be thorow-paced in Faith 3 to belicveall that 1s 

tobe belicved 3 and to have the heart united to 
”r Wit: Thus Simon believed not 3 and if he had, he 
e, (could not have thought the Holy Ghoſt vendible 
p- For Moncy, TEES 
= 2. His Faith ſeeme to he onely ſuch 2 belief 
of concerning Philip, as the Samarwans lometimes 
hd concerning Simons viz. That he was the great 
pe of God. For, finding himſelf over-matcht 
} Philip, who caſt-out the Spirits which he ( per- 
taps had poſſeſſed them withz he could not.now, 
4 (ut give the precedency to Philip , as havinga 
gratcrpower than himſelf; and therefore , he 
io entinued with Philip, wondring at what be did, 
hl" 13+ 
Jl 3: Simon's bclieving might be only an out- 
ie rd proteflional Faith, taken-up for by-reſpectss 
= (Vhich may well be ſuppoſed )to preſerve his 1n- 
5 Felt and repute among the pcople 3 who now 


23 


Als &e * 


| began to fall from him, and to follow Philips | 


;; | hoſe Diſciple he himſtlt will profeſs to be,rather 
ſe than be quite cathier'd. Betfidcs , this profcthon 
nf} 2 fis, might Cin his conccit) be a ſtep towards. 
lis prrchaſing the gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; which "s 

C 
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hecould obtain , he had then been againin : 
gooda Condition, both tor reputation and profir, 
as betore. VE SL Ro el 
If any would fay, we read not of this diſtin. 
Gtion of Faith, into tre and falſe : I anſwer, The 
Scripcure frequently ſpeaks ot Perſons and things, 
; according to Vulgar clteem 3 -or what they, pros 
# Chr:2%, &(g74 themſelves to bez dbaz; is faid to Sari 
fice to the Gods of Damaſcus that ſmote him:and yct, 
neither were they Gods, nor did-they ſmitc him; 

but it's ſþoke according to his own ſuperliitious 
opinion of them. So thoſe four hundred Men, 

xKingazio Who prophecied before Ahab, they are called pro- 
phetsz not that were ſo indeed, but becaulc they 

So profeſſed themſelves or, becauſe So reputed 


 151nſpired by uh Loly Ghoſt 3 which thoſe Men 

ger.32.3, VEE not, _but by a lying ſpirit, Now Simon Mi 
'* gw WaSnomorea true Believer, than thoſe true 
Prophets 3 nor his faith any more of the right 
kind, than their Predictions true Prophecics, We 
alſo tind, that the Scripture makes the Coming-t0- 
poſs of the thing forctold, to be the evidence of 2 
truce Prophet : According to which Rule, Perſe- 
verance to Salvation muſt demonſtrate the truth at 
Faith 3 and where-ever this follows not, there Faith 
a> 16. was but pretended 3 They profeſi to know God, bitk 
s << indeeds do deny Him > As of thoſe Samaritans be 
' forementioned, It is ſaid, They feared the Lord: 
and preſently after , that They feared | not | the 
Lord , They fearcd him in ſbew, but not in truths 
4. The Foxrdation of Cod flandeth ſure \ having thi 
k Tim, 2,19 ſeal » The Lord knoweth them that are His © H& 


brings it in to comfort Believers, touching, the, 
ures 


by Ahab and the People. . A Prophet is one that 


Sure 


out- 
ſure, 
He k 
recent 
cauſe 
ſure] 
Nidir 


If 


INs 
he 


of Gods Sovereignty, &c. 
Surereſt of their ſtanding,when others,of as glorious 


out-fides, make Shipwreck of the faith : It ſtands 
ſure, becauſe the Lord knoweth them that are His ;; 


fl x. knows whom He hath Choſen ; For whom He hath 


received the Attonement > whom He hath Called and 
cauſed to take hold of His Covenant : And theſe ſhall 
ſurcly be kept, notwithſtanding the woful back- 
flidings of others. 


If one that believes not Now, may have faith here- 
after , Then, one that is Now a Believer, may 
boſe his Faith, - and turn Apoſtate ? 


It follows not, That, becauſe Chriſt can bind 
Satan, and caſt him out 3 therefore Satan can do 
{o by Chriſt, He can come into the Devil's Nur- 


fery when he will 3 take a Crab-ſtock and tran- 


plant it, andgraft it with a Noble Cyons: But 
Satan cannot come into-God's Vinyard, . ( which 
52 Garden encloſed Jand take thence What him 
pleaſeth. One who is now dead in fin, may be 
quickened; but , being once alive, can dyeno 
Tore: Tt is Chriſt's own Aſertion,He that Iiveth, 
"1d believeth in Me, ſhall never dye : Which cannot 
be meant of any other but a Spiritual death;which 
5 all one with loſing his Faith. 


A Righteous man may turn away from his Righte- 
 orefneſs , and that ſo, that he ſhall dye Fr it, 
Ezek. 18, 24? | 


Ther©s a two-fold Righteouſneſs, 1. Moral 3 
Such as Pal had before his Converſions This 2 
Man may continue in to the laſt, and yet not be 
Nved: 2, There is a Goſpel-Righteouſnefs 3 
( 1.) Imputed, This is the Righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt 


E711 


Anl. 


Foh,11,61 


Arif. 
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Chrift,by which we are juſtificd:( 2), Infaſea;This 
is the Divinc Nature communicated by the Spirit 
of Chriſt, whereby we are ſanifcd:Thele two go 
inſeparably,and can never be loſt. But,the Rightc- 
ouſneſs ſpoken-ot in the place objected, ſeems to 
be of the former ſort, v:z.Moral or Outward Righ- 
teouſneſs 3 For, Outward Conformity to the Law 
was the condition of their pofſciling the land of 
Canaan, with long lite and proſperity in it. This 
Cit they rctain'd it ) gavethem a legal Right to 
thoſe Promiſcs3 It they turn'd from it , they ran 
into a forteiture : And loſe it they might , tor 
they had no promiſe that they ſhould abide in 1t. 
But, the New Covcnant undertakes for That, 3s 
js evident by comparing Fer. 31. 31, 33- with 
ch2p. 32.40, But it any will yct ſuppoſe, The 
Rightcous Man ſpoken of in that 18. of Ez% 
to be meant of a true Bclicver 3 there is (I hope) 
in the Anſwers forcgoing, to Solvcit.. | 

It any ſhould alledge 3 But ſuppoſe a Bclicvcr 
be takcn-away in his Sin, (_ as perhaps, Jef 
was) and hath not timc to Repent of it? Ian 
ver, 1. It cafinot be proved that this was thc 


2 Chr 35 caſe with Foſiah : He had time ſufficient between 


* his Wounding and his Death 3 as is evident by 


the ſtory. But, 2. Thcre was That in him that 
would have Repentcd 3 and God rcckons of a Mal 
according to what he world Do : It bcing in D# 
id's hcart to build him an Houſe, it was acccpt- 
cd as if hc had dene it. The Root of the matter 15 
in cvcry Regencrate perſon, which if it had time 
would put-forth it ſelf in fruits: and theretore 


They ſhall not be dealt-with as barrcn tre&s 


which have not that ſubliance jim them, 


The 
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The Promiſe of Perſcocr ance, is not made ta Faith, 
that That ſpall not fail ; but in reference to the 
fomrof God , viz. That if Men go on to Be- 
licve. they ſhall abide in his love e 


Tye to give theſcnſe of thepromile,is 1,Toencr- 
rtcit , and to make it ſpeak but according to the 
Covcnant of Works : It bercaves it wholly of 
that Betterneſs the Scripturc aſcribes to it, in Heb, 
6, 2, It renders the Promiſe a5 ſpeaking ful- 
iinely; making ſhew of That it intends not: Tt 
would bc as if hc had ſaid, . You thall keep the fa- 
1Murot God, it you do not [- ſeit. 3. Faith istne 
urs coming to God 3 Unbclicf, its departing 
Tm Him «: The Promiſe rcherefore)that {cures 
en departing from God., fecures your con- 
nuance in bclicving - Hc that undertakes you 
all be Crown'd , doth virtzally undertake for 
"urholding out 0 the end of your Racc. 


Others agen, diſpoſe Otherwiſe of thoſe Promiſes, ve- 
corded in the 36 of F. ck. and 32 of Jeremy, 
' toeching Men's not departing From God Reſtrai- 


ning them to the Jewith Nation , and to the Laſt 
D AVC, 


' To this , may readily be anſwered 3 1. That 
time which then was , Is called the laſt Time, 
John >, 18. Afts 2.17. 2, Albcit that ſome 
aticular times and perſons arc more pcculiarly 
G__ Kd inthe Promiſcs ot the Old Teltament;, 
Pccla!!y ſuch as rcfer to tc mporal things 3 yet. 

thcre : :00ne Promile, but, in the ſpirituality ot 
belongs to Every one that belongs to Chrilt, 
lat is, I- Ws IN Spirit: £1 N\) Scripture 3 of pr wate 

pd Trter- 


4rſ, 


An. 
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Interpretatims and ther2tore not to be Confin'd 3, 
to thoſe particular times or per{ons, when and W 
to whom they weredelivercd 3 They were writ- Þ A 
ten for the uſe of All, 1 Cor, 10.11. And ;, at 
We tind them accordingly apply'd in the New MW /if 


374 


Foſh 1.5. Tecſtament;z'The Promiſe made to Foſhnatouchins £] G1, 
whh the ſucceſs of his Warfare in Canaan, is by thc Jou 
e03's Apolile applycd to Believers 1n general.as an Ar- ſ | 
gument againſt ovcr-much carctulnc(s in a Mar- I ke 

ricd *ſtatc,& tor Contcntedne(s with our preſent © 1cdy 

Ia, 25. 13. <ondition : So likewiſe, the Prophetic ot Iſaia, #4 
with touching the hypocritcs of his time , 1s by Chiili  2C! 
Mat, 15+7» applycd to the Phariſees: And the Promiſe £ th 
of G; 


*, made to the Fews, in Iſz. 54. 13. and Fer. 51.33. 
are applicd tothe Gentiles, in Fohn 6, 45. and Þ Hou: 
Rom, 4. 15, and 16, 


. ag - > ſ 
This Doctrine of Abſolute Perſeverance , lays pf repre 
Reigns of Security on the Neck of the fleſh , ana (1 


and of the ola man in believers £ and 3 


FTA r. This Objcction is (in cffe&t) the ſame witi Lird . 
the tirliz only it ſpcaks broader 3 which ſhews, and ; 
That the tarther Men go in oppoſing the Truth. 'ref 
the worſe language they give it. That May 
who disbclieve the Doctrine of PerſcvcranceY% fey 
have given the F1cth its full Range and libert! 
nds no proot: Bur, That any Believer hathfsto4, 
made that In;prous umnprovemcnt of it , will ne 
ver be madc-out. 2. The -Objection de 
{crvcsno Quarter, becauſe it highly reproach 
che Goodnels and Faithfulneſs of God 3 as it 10 
a Fiſt. he hzd given his People a Scorpion Fal 


Wade } 
{o *twould bc . it His giving them Abſolute Fro bur Hin 
mniſcs , ſhould prove an Indulgence to the fil@ar :,, 


29 


of God's Sovereignty, KC. 


3. Italſo Contradid&ts the known and conliant 
way of holy Men's Arguing and Infcrring trom 
Abſolute Promiſes.and the higheſt Afſurance: See 
1tew Intiances of thisz Col. 3. 4, When Chriſt our 
life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in 
Glory: The Reſult of it is , Mortifie | therefore } 
your Members which are upon the Earth, 1 oh. 3.2, 
[We know] That when Heſhall appear, Weſhall bz 
like Him : And what 1s the fruit of this know- 
Idge? Every Man that hath this hope in him, purit- 
h bimſelf even as he is pure. The like ye havein 
Wl 2Cor. 5.1. For, we [ know | that if our earthly hee 
- W of this tzbernacle were diſſolved, we have a building 
Nl ff God, an Houſe not made with hands, Eternal in the 
1] Hearens and what the cttcct of this great Know= 
dg was, yc have in the 9. v, | Wherefore] We Li- 
bour, That whether preſent or abſent , we may be ac- 
'cepted of hi, In 2 Cor. 6.18, 18 repcatcd the Sum 
1s ofthe New Covenant 3 IT will be a Father unto yor, 
and yeſha!l be my Sons and Dazghters, ſaith the 
mM Lord Almighty : Sec now the uſe he makes of it3 
v5 and all Bulicvers have the ſyne Minas ) Hring 
th th:refore theſe Promiſes, let us clemſe our ſelves fron 
[any fl! filthineſs of fleſh and fpirit , perfetiing bolineſs in 
aces fexr of God, Fob knew That his Redeemer 
lived, and that he thould live with him 3 and ycr, 


ang sto»olinefiand integrity, Not a n2zn like Fob in ul! 
nth Exrtb, And that holy man Aſ22b was fully afſu- 


Kd of Perſevcring intallibly , Pſzl.7 3. 24. Thox 
halt prtide me by thy Connſcl, and afterward Receive 
Wt Ulory : This did not Jooſcn the Reigris but 
Wade him cleave cloſer to God , Renouncing, zi 
ur Hin and his Scrvice 3 Whom have IT in Heaven 
WW! thee 8. 25. And. It is goed far me to drar 
Dd > nigh 


J5 
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aigh 10 God, v. 2g. Thc ike frame of Spirit vi: 
tnd in David , Plal. 23+ | Surely | Goodneſs ang 
Mercy ſhall follow me all the days of mY life, His 
{iult alſo. is, T will dwell 11 \he Honſe of Go jor ©" 


And. that thele were not temporary fits and 
fAlathcs, but from 4 {orlca Pzinciplc 5 is further ap* 
parcnt by Þ's Manner of Rcaſoning » Pſal.27-5,0 
in itime of trauble, Hz hall hide me in his P xr4llion; 


_ 


(ro {ater placc On Earthnor in Heaven: an4 nw 


5 , . .00 | ; [ 
Lab.12:35. ſhall my head be lifted ap apove Mene Fnemigs roms 


about me, What follows upon this Mountcd Al- 
ſirancc ? Soul, take thy eaſe, eat» drink. and mer- 
ry? Ono! But | T here fore | will T offer S acrifices of 
Foy 3 1 wilifog.yea [ will (ing pratſes unto th? Lord: 
HC was now upon his high-places, Out of thc reach 
of danger 3 but did not grow Remiſs upon It, Kc” 
{train Praycr - and g1vc-oVcr Calling upon God » 
| ut Halls the n.ore fervently upo? chat which ſhall 
be thc Upſhot of all in Hcaven He would ratacr 
Lavcbecn Remils withort this Aſſurance, 4 him- 
ſj conteiethat the 13 verſe, Thad fainted, ow 
{fs Thad believed to ſee the G oodneſiof the Lord im the 
land of the Irving. &., Pail s aſſurance Of obtate 
ning what he ran tox,was a Mighty {{xcngthenie 
to him in his Kace : Who {0 Crucihcd to I- 
AY orld as Paul ? 1o abundant in all kind of {cr 
Vice.Or IMOIC TCAdV tO dycfor Chritt.than hc” Who 
vet had the tullelt aſſurance of holding et on 
of Receiving the Crown of Rightcouſncls It la 2 
And. that nothing, ſhould {cparatC him from F 
By thcſe ve may pather., That Policyers arc 0! 7 
Noblcr Extract.chan t© love God the leſs, bccauk 
He loves them ſo Mm” 3 111d that ?tis no (x1V1a 


? 
f 
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ſich as have Aſſurance, ) are moſt expoſed and 
given to backſliding : Which is (ſure) an unnatu- 
ralconſcquent of their beiag Sezle4to the day of 
Redemption, Such objections do aiſo argue the 
Authors of them Not well-acquainted with the 
god ways of God 3 nor with that ſpiritual ob- 
liging ſweetneſs rhat 15 found in them Which 
:ny One, who hath taſicd thcrcot in truth , would 
rot turn from , altho his future happineſs were 
r9t concern'd in it. Nor do they Conhider the 
tramc and nature of the New Creature , which 
:ath ſpiritual ſenſcs, titted to diſcern what makes 
for its own preſervation , and what againſt 1t, 
Had you Fifteen ycars added to your lite, and a 
Certainty of it 3 Would you theretore torſake your 
t0d.and diſuſe the ordinary means of preterving 
ite? The Fews had an abſolute Promiſc , That 
God would fave Jernſulem trom the King of Aj- 
liz, (who then bclicged it: |) Did they ſet ope 
tir Gates, and draw oft their Guards upon it ? 
S«inſe and Reaſon would tcach them Otherwile 3 
Which Gracc docs not dcliroy , but pcrtcct. It's 
zſparklc of that Heavenly tire, which cannot hve 
vat of its Element 3 nor can all the Waters under 
Havin quench it, It's a participation ot the 
Divinc Naturc. and fo loves and hates, as the Fa- 
ticr of it doth; and It will cleave to Him in cvc- 
I Statc: It be. ſave m2 alive, T'l ſerve him, Tf be 
WIme, I'l yet traſt in bims In lite and in dcath , Þ 
ill be the Lord's. This is: the natural diſpoti- 
ton of the New Creature 3 It ſavours only the 
tings which are of God : And the highcr-tatted 
ny arc by Aſſurance, the more is he Alott, and 
ovcthe lure of carnal Divertiſementss not to 

De<&-:5 be 
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be Reigned or Iced by them. Therctore, Let 
Ged be truc , and his Frophcts and Apoltles bt 
rcckoncd for taithtul Witneticsz And every one 
that ſpcaks Othcrwilc, a lyar. 


Thenext thing ia courſe is, To conffder What 
improvement may be made of this Doctrine; 
W hich one would ſurcly concludc, of very great 
uſctulneis, fince the Scripturcs arc ſo greatly con- 
ccrnd abovtits In Gencral, it affords matter 
of eminent Support to Bclicvers 3 cſpecially in 
diftclt caſes: It alſo cvinceth matter of Duty on 
the Bclicver's part 3 and trom the Examples torc- 
quotcd , ſomething of Dircction in rcterence t9 
buth 3 Which I {hall here pit intermixcadly, 

Firtt, Stand 11ill , and bchold the Salvation of 
the Lord! Andat the fight of this great thing, 
Szy in your hearts, with an holy Aftonithment, 
Ibat bath God wrouz\t! Let vour Souls bc tilled 
and inlarged with cvcr'atting admirings of tha! 
Gracc (that Sovcrcign Grace ) which has thus 
impregnu.bly ſccur'd the Salvation of His Choſcn) 
that no manner of thing, whether within them 
or without them, ſhall bc 2Hlc to hinder them of 
it  cvcnthe Gates of Heil ſhall not prevail agair 
it : No. not ſomuch as one of the ttakes thercot 


{hall be removed, and that tor ever, Sjaken you | 


may br, and tofs'd with a ten;pclt 5 but never O- 
vr-trrn'd, becauſe vc have an Eternal Root. Ele- 
ing love is of tFat SOvorcignty, that it Rules ard 
Ovcr-ruics all in Heaven and Earth: Chriſt eſis 
our Saviour and Lord 3 'The Holy Ghoſt our S40- 
&ihcr, Connc<cllor. ard Comforter 5 in all that 
They havc donc, do, or will do, do fil] pay 
that 
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that ſcope : All Ordinances, Providences, Ternp=- 
tations, Afictions, and whatcver can be named. 
(b2 it good, or beit bad 1n it felt ) Lite, dcath, 
things preſent, and things to come, are all made 
Subſcrvient to the Decree of EleEtion; and do 
a!l work together , tocompaſs and bring-abour 
1:5 moſt glorious Dclignment. It the Courieand 
Conduct of Common Providcnces were truly lined 
out it would yicld an Illuſtrious Proſpect: How 
much more the Condu&t,, Order , and End, of 
thoſe fpecial Providenccs, which are proper to,and 
converſant about Eledion! When all the peeces 
thereot ſhall be brought together and ſet in or- 
der, how beautiful will it be! Angels and Men 
ſhall thout for the Glory of it | Then *twill be c- 
vident, God has done nothing 1n vain, or unpcr- 
tinent to your bleſſedneſs: That whatever hath 
betallen you here ( however contrary to your Pre- 
ſent ſenſe and opinion of it) was diſpenſed in ve- 
ry faithfulneſito you : That if any of thoſe ma- 
nifold (and fecming]y Croſs _) Occurrences , you 
have been cxcrciſcd with, had been omitted 5 1t 
would hayc been a Blank in your ſtory, aBlot in 
our *Scutchcon of ho 10ur. When you thall ſee 
What C8ntrivanccs have been againſt you what 
Art, Subtilty, Malice, and Powecr.they were agt- 
ted withz How unable you were to Fore-ſce,pre- 


' Vent, avoid, or repel them 3 and how all thc At- 


tribntcs of God and His Providences, cach one 1n 
1:5tiimc and place, (which was always nioft fea» 
{unzb!.) came in to your Refeue3 Retorting on 
Your adverfarics, and ſatcguarding you » yca,how 
that which was dcath in it felt , was made to 
work life in vous How amiable and admirabie 


D d 4 will 


400 


 Tof. 1H, 


Tuke 7.43, 


'A rraGical Diſcourſe 


will the ſtory of it be! That when your Faith was 


weak, thc Lord did nct withdraw trom you 
That whcn it was at its height and ſtrength, He 
then did tor you above all you could helicve or 
think 3 and through an unſpeakable Preis of Dit- 
ficultics and Contradictions, He carricd on his 
work in you cven bearing you on jagles wings, 
unt*! hu had brought you to Himſcltz How will 
you Magnitic iis Work, and admirc it then ! Ber 
g1n it Now. | 

Sccondly, Let us ſiudy more the Knowledg 
and Contents of this great Truth , of Belzeverc 
Trvincible Perſeverance the Riſe, Progreſs, and 
Tcndency of it , and what advantages it yields 
us which Cindccd)) are many and very confi- 
Ucrablc. 

1. ASitis a part of the Docrine of Election 3 
which tcachcth, That nothing in us, but Grace 
and Lovc in God,was the only Original Caufe ot 
our Salvation : The knowleds whereof will work 
in the Sou] an holy ingenuity and love towards 
God, whom nothing ottcnds but Sin. Simon an» 
fivercd right, when he ſaid , He that had moſt for- 
given him , would love maſt; Whence 1t follows, 
That he who belicvcs the free Remithon of all 
his tins trom frlt to laft, muſt needs love God 
more than he who bcelicves only the pardon OE 


thoſe that arc pali 3 and that ſo, ast hat they may. 


be all chargcd upon hum agen ; Or it not, That 
yet he way pothbly periſh tor thoſe to come 5 per- 
haps in the latt mw mcnt of his lite 3 For, he 15s not 
{urc (nay, tis very doubttul, if dcpendent on his 


own natural will )that Faith and Repentancc ſhall 
bc his laſt Act, 
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; z 
tke frongeſt -and moſt operative Principle he 2C97e4419* 
that isIcd by it multi act accordingly 3 that 1s, Vi- 
g(10ufly , and without wcarinelſs 3 as Part did. 
And Foſeph having, rcccived large Tokens of God's 
love to him, and expecting more yet 3 argues a= 
ealnſt, and (with an holy diſdain and fleight of 
Fad puts by the temptation, How can IT do this, 
a1 fin againſt God, who hath dealt, and will deal 
{obountitully with m2! 

2, ASitteacheth the Soul to Depend upon God 
for its keeping, as having his Almighty Power 
ablolutely engaged for i; ; Whereas, it the cthea- 
cy and cvcnt of all that G OD doth for Mc, 
ſhould depend upon ſomething to be done by my 
[cit who am a frail Creature,and prone to Revolt; 

I ſhould {till bein tcar , becauſe ftillin danger of 
Falling,and loting all at laſt : And this Fear,being, 
an cnfccbling pattion, mult n&cds render my Rett= 
tance and all my cudcavours, both irregular and 
Weak: Whereas a Magnar''mous and tearleſs ſpi- 
Tit, who ſccs himſcltclothed with a Dzvine Power, 
ſhall have his Wits (as wc ſay.) more about him, 
t9diſcern Dangers and Advantages 3 and conſe- 
I guently, how to cſchew the one, and improve the 
vther, | 
3. As it glvCcs aſſurance , Orr laborr ſhall not be 
| mvain, This made thoſe believing Hebrews to 
I dure that great fight of afflictions , and 10 take joy- 2243; 
I fully the fpoiling of their Goods 3 becault they| knew ] 
treybhad in Heaven a better and more-enduring ſ1h=. 
ſtance, All manner ot accompliſhments put into 
one, and made your own 3 would not fo invinci- 
| bly Steel your torchcads, and ſircngthen your 
hurts, as to bc Szre of: Succeſs, and to come oft 
| Tons 


4O2 A Prattical Diſconrſe 
Conqucrovr: The Apoſtle therefore brings it in 
as the higheſt encouragement in our Chritijan 
Warfarc, in Rom. 6. 14. and chap. 8, 37, 
And our bleſſed Lord Himſclt ( who of all others 
had thc hardeſt Chapter to run through) ) It made 
His Face as a Flint, becauſe | He knew | He ſhould 
not be Confounded. 

Thirdly, Makeit one , and that a mayn part 
of your butinc{s , to toy] and diſprove the Objc- 
&ions that arc brought againlt this Doctrine: And 
your ncarctt way tot 15 by Growing 2n Grace, 2 
Per. 3. 18, with chap. 1. trom the 5th. verſe to the 
Icth. 1. Lay-afide, and caft away every weight, 
eſpcciallvithe tm that doth moſt caftly beſgt you; 
your boſon tin , whatcvcr it bc Calt them to 
Ia. 2,20, theMolcs and to the Batts3 They arc not tit 
1 Theſ,s, Mates tor Day-light Creaturcs: It's 3 Noble prize 

5 ® yourun tor 3 therefore clog not your ſelf with any 
thing that way hindcr, or rctard your pace, 
2, Keep your ſelves in the love of God 3 maintain 
a ſpiritual {cnſc of His love to you, and a lively 
an{wcr of holy aftcctions towards Him, Whatever 
may tcnd to obſcurc or lefien your ſenſe of it,have 
-nothing, to do with that unjutt thing 3 Keep your 
{If tron Idols Ict nothing have an Intcrett 1n 
your Jovc but Gud 3 and all things cls, but in ſub- 
ordination and with rcſpe& to Him oncly. 3: 
Watch -againtt the Beginnings and very hrll 
Motions ot {in 3 Nipltin the bud 3 Abſtain from 
all app carancc of cvil zand walk not on the brink 
of you r libcrty, It's calicr to keepout an Invader, 
than io cxpcl himbcing entrcd 3 to keep downia 
Reb],and prevent his riting, than toconquer him 
whcn hc 15 1twp, Great 3nd black Clouds have 
ſma! 
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ſmall beginnings 3 the bigne(sor your hand ( at 
frit Jmay riſe and ſpread {o as tocover the whole 
Heavens: Therctore, keep-ott fin at tiaft's end. 
1, Bediligent and induſirious 1n it; Think not, 
becauſe it 1s God who pertorimcth all things tor 
rou, that therefore you may tit ſtill , or be Re- 
mis in your duty 3 your Arms and Armour were 
n0t provided to Rult in your Tent. There may 
b: (indeed ) ſuch a Juncture in Providcnce,that ic 
may be your Duty (and fo, your ſtrength) to fit- 
(11; as was thcirs at the Rea-ſea :) This 1s,when 
21] tarther motion is ſhut-vp toyou3z and then the 
Lord will do his Work without you : But uſua]- 
lv there's fornething to be done on our part. Tho? 
the Lord would go forth before David, and {mite 
the P"11i/Hims, yet David mult beftir himſelt. This 
thing 1s conſtantly to be affixni'd , That they who 
hm believed in Go, be careful to maintain good 
IW.r'r Tit. 3.5. Anddoit the rather, To cut-off 
occaſion $01: t 1974 which deſire 9cce aſton 5 toat wherein 
they oloyv, ep m1 be faznd even 5 we. 2 COr.I1.12, 
5. Claave to Jctus Chriſt, and to Hinonly 3 and 
tft not to your iolding of him, but tohis hole 
ding of you: This did P wid when he fays, Thou 
b1lI:ft me by my righ: han, Follow Him,as Men 
(whoſedepcndunce is pon it ) tollow the Court: 
Whiles tollowing Him ,, you cannot do amiſs 
ror want any gvod thing, whether for Counccl, 
Strength, or Otherwiſe, 6, Forget what 15 Dce 
hind . and preſs on towards PertcEtion that it 
poitible, you night attain to the Reſurreetian of 
the Dcad 3 7. e. to be-porfedtly holy: Tho! Pore 
fectniſes, in the pertedtion of it, is not attainable 


Exod.14; 
13. 


2 Sam.5424 


Pſ.73 243, 


heres yet the higher you aim , the higher ſal! 
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your Attainment bez and the farther-off from 
lolting what you have. Kecp the Mark fiill in 
your eyc, and ſhun whatever might intercept 
your Sight of it. Theſe arc ſome of the ways to 
make your Calling and Elcction ſure: And if ye 
do thele things, ye t1hali vrove this Doctrine 9 
be trucz And cither Prevent or Retort thoſe Car- 
nal and groundlcis Calumnics that are brought 
againſt it: 

Fourthly, Since there are ſuch Arguments tor 
Believers Perſevcrance, lct us all fo demcanour 
ſelves, that we may have them All ſtand on our 
fide, for proot and evidence, that we arc of that 


happy Remnant, whom the Great God hath ſet- 


apart for himſclt; and whom He hath made and 
wrought tor this {clt ſame thing: And as it was 
His purpoſc, fo let it be our Spirit and practice, 
to glorihc the Riches of His Grace, 1. If born 
of God, Ict us fhew-forth the virtues of our Fa- 
ther 3 and bcarour ſelves as His Children, both 
towards 'Him, and towards the World : Let 
us live upon Him.and live to Himz Rejoycing al- 
ways betorc Himhrli,tor His own blefſedneſs, & 
then for Ozrs as derived from His, and by Him 
reſcrv'd in Hcaven for us 3 And all, as dcfigning 
to honour. Him as our Father. 2, It we have 
Faith,let it appear by our Works: It muſt be ſome 
ſingular thing that muſt diſtinguith us from other 
Men: It is not Protciltion, nor Words, nor Acti- 
ons ncithcr (as to the Mattcr of them, and o 
farr as vitiblc to Mcn,) that will approve us Ec- 
levers 3 but the Principle whence they grow, an 

the End,thcy drive at 3 The Reſult of Abraham's 
faith was, To giveglory to God, and fo will ours, 
| | 8 if 


if 4b 
undcr 
thank 
humb 
Worl 
Chrit 
have 
that 
parat 
He 0! 
©6008 
Fathc 
to ft 
and ( 
mit C 
Our ( 
ry A 
calto 
not. 
by t! 
Maly 
in tl 
6, ] 


df God's Sovereignty, &Cc, 
i” Abraham's Secd. 2. Let us carry our ſelves 
under all diſpenfations not only quietly. but 
thankfully; and fo asto anſwer God's End: Walk 
humbly 3 hate the thing that's evill; Have the 
World undcr your fcet 3 Eſteem precioufly of 
Chrilt ; Honour his Ordinances 3 let every Grace 
have its perfe&t work 3 and Rejoyce in hopes of 
that Glory , which all theſe things are pre- 
paratory-to. 4. If One with Chritt , and 
He 0ur Mediator 3 Then let us vali as He walk- 
&d ; who held His own Will always fubject to His 
Father's; Reckoning it His meat t9 do His will, and 
to finiſh His work: Let us alſo wait His advice 
and Counſel in every buſineſ(s,and follow it;Com- 
mit our Cauſe to Him , and Intcreſt Hum in all 
our Conccrnments. 5. Apply your ſelves to cve= 
ry Attribute ot God, according to the preſent oc- 
calionz and dwell upon them, and leave them 
not, until we have the Grace and Help intended 
by thum. They arc all made-over to the heirs of 
Salvation, to liveupon : Letit not be faid , Thar 
In the midſt of our abundance we are in ftreights! 
6, It made for the Glory of God , make-good 
your End: Helis glorious in Holinefſ , and by Holi- 
nels only can you gloritic Him. Bear (therefore) 
on the forchead of your Dctigns and Converſati- 
on, that Royal Inſcription, [ HOLINESS 
TO THE L ORD) |] By this, you willtet to 
your Seal, Fhat God is true 3 and approve your 
{elves to be Children that will not lie, *Twill alſo 
be of ſingular uſe and ſervice to your ſelves, asto 
that ozher'End of your Being : That you have glo> 
rified God on the Earth , will be a ſubſtantial argu- 


hcnt that He will glorifie you in the World to Foh17,14; 
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come : For, tho? 3 our pcrtonal Righteouſneh; 


not your Title to the Heavcnly Inheritance ; yer 
your conitant progrciſion in Holincſs , will bz 
your beſt evidence.( next the immediate witneings 

of the Spirit ) that you hwe a Title , and tha 
your Title is good, Since ( therciore) we were 
> Pet.3.11, made tor, and cxpcct {ich things, I} bat manner of 
perſons ought we t7 be in all holy Converſation and 
Goalineſſ! 7, It under the Covenant of Grace, |t 

us reckon our ſelves lirengthened with all might, 

and hold to it, as having all our Salvation in 

It 3 both Keeping, Support, Recovery, and 
Settlement, Grace and Glory : Not minding (o 
much how any thing looks or teclsat preſent , 2s 

the End it tends-to3 For it the end be good, the 
Mcans ( as ſich} cannot beotherwiſe. And tru- 

Iy, wc cannot havea better Evidence of ovr In- 
Ifa,s6. a,& (EIcH' in this Covenant, than a total Devolving 

6, andcaliing our {c]visipon it. | 

And well itis tor us, ( who hind in our (clves 

{uch a pror.encfs to backſlide ,, ) that our Etcr- 

nal condition doth rot depend on our ſelvcs3 but 

2 Time 2, upon tyat fourdation of God mentioned in Tim» 
15, thy, whcre the Apolile ſpeaking of ſome who had 
made Ship- wrcck of the Faith; leſt true Bclic- 
vers ſhould taint in their minds, at the fight and 
appr: hcntion of it 3 he tells them, That Newr- 
theleſiC that is, Notwithltanding this woful back* 
ſliding ot {ome, perhaps of eminent profethion, 
yct_) the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, q. d. 
They that are of this foundation are ſure to be 
kept : And hc tirms it with this Seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his : He knows whom He 
hath Choſe: , and concezning whom he hath Cc- 

. 7:6 211 
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of Gods Sovereignty, KC. 
1.znted, That they ſhall not depart from him 3 and 
th:r:forc He will not Iet them:go 3 ( They ſhall 
b: kept as thoſe Seven thouſand were, from 
ing the knee to Baal:)) Adding this Caution 
withall, That everyone which nameth the Name of 
the Lord , ſhould depart from iniquity; Which , as 
itis 2 Means of God's appointing , to kcep from 
Apoltacy 3 So, it ſhallbe to them an evidence, that 
they arc of that foundation , and ſhall be kept. 
For, it being his ſcope, to Comfort believers a- 
gainlt their Miſpivings, which arife froma ſenſe 
of their own weakneſs, and a like aptneſs in 
themſelves to Revolt 3 He needs mult ule anar- 
gument ſuited to ſuchan end : And therefore, in 
laying, { The foundation of God ſtandeth ſure; ] He 
mult intend, Believers ftanding-ſure upon itz For, 
the lianding-ſure of the foundation , would be 
ſmall Comfort to us, if yct We might be blown 
offit, or {ſink beſides it, Dozs God take care for 
Sparrows ? for Oxen? tor Ravens ? Much more 
for Believing Souls who have committed them- 
{(clvcs to his Keeping. Let the Fowler doall he 
can, not a Sparrow {hall fall to the ground : you'l 
lay, without the Will of God they cannot ? And 
the Will of God is, that they thallnot: 4 thou- 
ſand may fall at his fide , and ten thouſand at his right 
band. but it ſhall not come nigh him. He that deter- 
nin'd ſych a Sparrow ſhall not fall ; determin'd 
allo to keep him from that as would caxſe him to 
fall: And therefore, either the Fowler ſhall not 
hnd the Bird; or the Bird ſhall diſcern his ap- 


Pſal,9 1-7: 


proach. or ſmell the powder, and be gone 3 Or, if - 


be thoot, he ſhall miſs his mark 3 Or if heir, it 
tha!! light on the Feathers that will grow-agenz 
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For hiIp in thiscaſe , Conlider, 
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Or, on ſome flcthy part that may be lick 


whole 3 Or perhaps it ſhall open an Ulcer that 
could not otherwiſe be Curcd : A bdlicver's 
hecl may bc bruied , but his vital parts arc out of 
Rcach. and therctore fate. 

Fitthly, Let this Doctrine of Belicver's invin- 
cible perſeverance in Faith 6 Holineſs,firengthen 


their hcarts againſt all ſorts of doub:5 and fears 


which may ariſc from the preſence of Indwclling- 
Sin, withits frequent and ſturdy Infurrcions ; 
Since He that hath begun , will alſs perfect H:s Work 
with power, Judge rightcous Judgement : Ot 
our ſelves (indeed ) we cannot judge worle than 
we deſcrve 3 but of our ſtate, we may : Theretore 
I, That tho' 
the New Nature ſhall certainly cxpunge the old, 


at laſt; yet the Work 1s not perfected here: But, 


this for your preſent rclictz That the beſt Princt-, 
plc is ſtill predominant and getting ground, how 
ever your preſent ſenſe may judge ot itz and the 
old party ſhall never recover its waſting condt- 
tion: For, the Kingdom of God once in the 
heart, will ſurcly work and ſpread it ſelf, till the 
whole Junp is favourcd by it : ( to affurcotthis 
15 the drift of divers Parablcs in the Goſpel.) To 
him that | hath] ſhall begiven : He that | hath | life 


ſhall have it more abundantly : As it was God who 
girded you with ſtrength, ſo He will make your way 
Suppoſe, that Faith and Holineſs bcat 


perfect, 
preſent, bat as tws little flocks of Kids 3 Andſin 
(like the Syrians Army ) tills the Countrcy : Be 
notdiſmayed 3 the King of Tſrael will clcar the 
Country of them, His Spirit ſhall lift up a Stan- 
dard againfi them 3 and though they come 1n 
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he ſtayvcd, The Lord fayes to you in this caſe 
is he did to Fercmy : T have made thee an Tron 
Pillir and Brazen walls, againſt the whole land : 
They ſrall fight againſt thee , but | they ſhall 
wt prevail againſt theez | Jer. 1, 18, 19. 
Or as once to his People.concerning the Gy- 
int Og 3 Fear him not , Wor Thave delivered him 
mo thy bhand,with all his Army. 

2, This Sickneſs is not unto death: The 
Conflict is not to weaken or dcftroy , but for 
we tryal and improvement of your faith and 
ither Graces 3 the very tryal whcrcot is a pre- 
#5 thing, and ſhall be fornd ſo at Jatit 3 both 
v the Glory of Him that trycs you, and 
jours who are tryed : Abrabam, David, Job, and 
ters, are pregnant examplcs of thisz they 
cmc-torth like Gold more pure, folid, and 
Icxible. David indced tho' he held fait his 
ontdence a great while yet ſill being purſu- 
1& over-prelt,Evcry day involv'd indangers 
ncw ; and having once adnuitted carnal Rea- 
n to be of his Councelz he began to flag in 
is Faith, ( Tſhall one day periſh,--- and All men 
m [yars, ) But it was in his haſt 5 not con- 
dcring the ſareneſs of an Abſolute Pro- 
tt: He therefore ( when he had bettcr 
Kiphcd it ) confeſſes his fault , and recovers 
om it; and his Faith was improved by his try- 
3 For, being come agen-to-it ſeltz he com- 
Itably concludes,that Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall 
Yo him all the days of bis life and ( not- 
thftanding his preſent Exile) he ſhall dwell 
ire bouſe of the Lord for ever, 

E © Ze Be 


4cg 


like a foud , by him ſhall their proud waves 


1 Pet.1.7» 


Pſal.:3.7: 
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* 3, Beit alwaies remembrcd , that God 
reckon's of 4 man according to what his Mind 
is3 and you ought fo alſoto reckon of your 
ſelf: This was Parls courſe, in Rom. 7, where 
he thus reaſoneth 3 Now , If T do that I would 
not , it is no more I that do it » but ſin that dwe! 
leth in me, Before gonvertion it was Saul 
but Now *tis Sin, © Believers may be lk 
captive ( at-times even after they hari 
Sworn fealty to their true Lord 3 But fi 
theyare His in their Mind , and that's tha 
mark. It js the ſame with that in hn 
1 fob+ 3:9+ WWhoſoever is born of God, doth not commit ſm i 

and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God, 1. —_ 

He does not , nor he cannot fin. as theD( eo 

vils childrendo; for their Wills are in 1 IE. 

according to Fohn 8. 4.4, The luſts of your Fit. © 

ther | ye will do:] But a Regenerate perſon, 1 pt 

evil he doth, he | allows not. | And this isa fi 8 

ing Conlideration , That if with our Mind 3 beh <- 
ſerve the Law of God, it ſhall not Ruin us, th + ” 
with our fleſh we ſerve the law of Sin. B nk 
how ſhall I know it ? If you beforced, you wht | 
Cry-ont, and if you Cry, itisa Rape 5 and hi, |: 
rot be charged to your Accompt : ye ta T | 
the Law tor it, in Det. 22.25, 26, ; | te pl: 
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Rom.9.20. 


Roms 7 25, 


Exod. ?** hethat killsa Man | againſt his will | 1s! Ke 
with” reckoned a Murthercr, nor worthy of deat! Ildo 
Dear. 16, albcit, the Act it (elf be the ſame that anot Th 
415. Man, whoſe W:1l was in it,ſhall dye for. , ir 
4. Bclicvers are Trees of Righteouſnefl, ant _G 
| the Lord's own planting : and therefore, # 7 15 PL 
fer. 17 hall not fe i when heat cometh, They have 4 Mal 


of God's.S overeignty,.&c, | 4 oO, 


Autunns(too often) and biting Winds; (pcr- 
hp5ia the Spring-time too ) and alſo luxurij- 
mPranches nnd Suckers, proceeding from 
the old tiock 3 which rob the - good Ones of 
cir Sap, and make their Fruit leſs, both -in 
bulk and beauty : But ftill their ſubſtance is 
in thcm,and therefore they Reviveand flouriſh _ 
en, And whiles thoſe Suckers are nipt and 7 - ry 

y] { 21 ©1-92 I4- 
prun'd off, the true branches are preſerv'd , Joh 3.2.9- 
ad chcrith'd 3 They . ſhall bring forth Fruit in <<. 2. 27. 
wir Old Age. They that are now ()1.C. Once, 2 ep Foh 
They that are once) the Children of God, thall My 
wever be otherwiſe 3 ſave only:jn.:a greater 
lxencſs to ther Father.: . Anditho? their li- 
ringon him, and their likeneſs to Him be ve- 
weakly 3 (eſpecially at times, as the natu- 
llitcof Infants 1s). yet, being born, they muſt - 
x kept 3 and the Will and Careot their Father Eph 4+ 13: 
W,to Nurſe them up:to a Perfe&. Man. 
W You'l ſay (perhaps ) That never had any 
ch cauſe of Complaint as you.z; and pottibly 
| may be ſo : To be ſure, you now not that 
thcy had: And thoſe you compare your (elf 
mth, have faid as much of themſelves 3 and 
they had the like Cauſe ,' C for our hcerts are 
Mfhion'd alike 3 Only , each one beſt knows 
the plaguc of his own : (Agur,a Man of great 
JW Wiidom and Holine(s, faysof himſclt , That 
be was more brutiſh than any man. But {uppoſe 
It be true, that Others corruptions have not 
broke-out as yours have done 3 yet may not 
M'1is put your Faith to a ſtand 3 much lefs make 
th(/21 weary, recoil, or to faint in your Minds : 
E <2 For 


Prov. 20 2. 
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For the ſame Grace that prevented them, 4 


pardon you 3 and will, if you caſt your ſelf yp th 
on it. Yemay (indced) beallow'd to: c< tl 
plainof your fins 3 for, nothing clſc have ye {off <« 
complain of : Therctorce, complain and cy} $i 
LEM out as loud as you wlll O Wretched Mun tht in 
——4 4+ :m! who (hall deliver me from this body of death wv 
But withall, betake you to: the. ſame Retugy ho 
that he did , andabide by it; I thank Golf pc 
through Feſus Chrift'our Lord! Herc you mal thi 
triumph overall, both Complaints -and thef ant 
Cauſes of them. Eg] 144 - YE 
It mutt always be granted That to over} for 
come Sin,combin'd, intrench'd,and fortifd, as id Þca 
is; isa great undertaking , and muli be gong ad\ 
through with there is no Retreit to be ſoung} /#r: 
ded ,, nor Armour provided for your back fair 
EveryMother's Son muſt cither kill or be kill 40 
in this Combate3 there's no compounding th har 

- Difference, nor Diſcharge in this Warfare, til dic 
the day be perfectly Won: But What a Rey cy 
cruit is there levicd , and always ftands-readfF mol 
as a ſure Reſerve ! viz. That though- the Confllſ N01. 
be harp, the ſucceſ is ſicre. In order where tor 
(amongſt other Rulcs and Articles of War, Mir 
bear in mind theſe few following: 7, Intanf Vic 
ole not your ſelf 3 but ſhun and avoid what i701! 
v.er may prove a clog , or untit you for dut bi 
2, Excrciſe your ſelt in things that will tea Goo 
you to handle your Arms, and tending i Hin 
nouriſh your Faith. 3. Stand on your Gual Hit 
watchfally 3 that ye be not ſurpriſed by (udY Gud 
den excuriions , orunder pretcnce of iy "hg 
(him {1c £ 
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ſhip. 4+ Arm you ſelf with the- ame Mind 
that was in Chriſt 3 ſet your face asa flint, and 
conclude , That ye ſhall not be confounded, 5, 
Submit to the place your General hath {ct you 
in, It mult have been ſome -bodie's lot, and 
why not yours ? and the hotter it is, themore 
honourable. 6. Look that ye hght with pro- 
pcr wcapons 3 which are onely to be had at 
the Covenant of Gracc,and the Croſs of Chrittz 
and There they are never wanting: And belſure, 
ye £0 not- down to the Philiſtines , either to 
torge or ſharpen. 7. Fight not as one that 
beats theayrz' but as having (indeed ) a ſturdy 


ſure to Overcome, 8. Look {till on your Cap- 
tain, to obſerve what He ſays and docs, and 
do likewiſe: to takeup your Croſs, and endure 
hardſhip, arc neceſſary accoutrements to a Sol- 
dicr of Chriſt, 9. Wait on the Lord to Re- 
new your Strength 3 who then beſtirs Himſclt 
molt, when your ſtrength is gon 3 then He lays 
hold upon Shicld and Buckler , and ſtands u 
tor your help. Laſtly, (and to Influence all) 
Mind the Lord of his Covenant 3 even Then, 
when ( it may be ) your ſelf think on it with 
trouble, as doubting your intcrelt init : Pray 
bim torcmember it for you 3 and with the ſame 
Good-iwill wherewith He - made it : Beſecch 
Hin to look on His Bow in the Cloud , which 
Himſclt hath ſet there, as a ſure ſign between 
Gud and you That tho the Skies beRed and 
lowring, the Clouds return after the Rain, and 
tlc Pillows go-over our head 3 you ſhall not be 
Ec 3 delug- 


adverſary to deal-with 3 whom yet you arc | 


P Pſal.35.1c 


Infer.v Þ. 


4 PraFical Diſconrſe 


dcluged by them: 'Byv this 1t 1s, that ye are 


heaged-about , and walled-up to Heaven, 
Theretore, Stand not like Men in ſuſpenſe as 
unreſolved to fall-on; or doubtiul how to come 
off 3 Eut On, On, the day's your Own 3 the 
Lord of Hoſis purſues thems And let all the 
Sors © Cod ſhout for joy! 
vixtniy , Sincc Eeltevers oncly are intcrcl- 
{cd in the Covenant. ar:d that Faith 1s a nccel+ 
fary Iuttrument wii, the Covenant will not 
work withour, -:d wwuhont v-iuch you cannot 
work with it, nor fe- your Incerceſt in 1t 3 Look- 
wCcll to your Faith : tric, That it be ot the right 
kind 5 (5, fuchasF.cnounces Sclt , and lives 


upon Graccs, And then, having found it ſuch, 


be fiirc ye keepit well 3, and improve it to the 
utmoſt, Two Uſes, eſpecially , are to be made 
of it 3 1. As your Shield; to ſupply the place of 
all ethcr pecc<s of your Armour, when broken 
or Icoſc 3 as wcll as to ſafeguard them, when 
they arc whole and Tite about you, 1t your 
hclmct be out of the way, and hicry darts come 
poliring down 3 Hold up your Faith betwcen 
your bad and them Faith is the trnelt quench 
coal to the tire of Hell, It your Sword bc tor- 
$ot, or laid aſide, or wants an cdge, &c. your 
Shicld, 1: well applycd , will Retort your cnc- 
mics wcapons on his own Pate, 2. Faith 15 


\our {piritual Oprtick, which ſhews you things 
of Gre. ':/t Moment , and Not otherwiſe Viltble: 
Ein Chariots and horſmen of Fire are nol 
diſcernibic without it. It Temptations from 
the World do indanger you 3 
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that way , and through it view and conſider, 
how ſhallow and ſhort-liv'd the pleaſures of it 
arez and how Momentary your ſufferings, 
Then look at the World to come 3 The Glory. 
ofit, and your Intereſtin itz and how much 
your Crown will be brightned by the ſcowrings 
you have paſs'd-under here 3 and dwel! on the 
contemplation of it. Bend not your eye ſomuch 
on the peril and length of your paſſage, as on 
the long'd-for ſhore that lics beyond itz and 
r.ckon the Surges of that dreadiul gulph) 
"which 1s yct betwixt you and It) bit as fo 
many firokes to waft you Thither: This was pb. 142 5. 
the courſc that Moſes took, and Chriſt himi-1t: chap, 12 2+ 
Noting ſo blunts the edge of Satan's tempta- 
tions, or the World's, as this Faith of. God's 
Filet. Theretorc, fee that you hold-taſt your 
Faith; Keep it as your lite, (keep That, and 
It will keep you) and let it not gountil yedic. 
Then (indeed) it will leave you, becauſe then 
It will have done you all the fervice it can 3 Cc- 
ven the whole of what it was ordain<d-tor. 
But, ſhall! Faith then bediſloulv'd and go-to- 
ae es L would rather expreſs it as the A- 
polite doth the ſtate of the Saints, that thall be 
tound aliveat Chriſt's co:ning, [ They Mull not »Theſ-4-17- 
die, bt they ſhall b2 changed. | Faith (hall Then 
be turncd into Sizht, and we thall have the rcal 
Pretener, Full pofſcifion, and Perfect fruition, 
of that Blefſednc(s we have bclicved and hop- 
a-tor. And then ſhall we fay to our glorihcd 
ag deemer, Thou art the God that hatt fed 
- all my lite long 3 Thy fleſh has becn Mext 
Ec 4. indecd 
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* indeed.,and thy blood Drink indecd : Many 
© g00d meal have I had upon it in the valley of 
© Baca, even teaſis of fat things. and wine on 
© lees : Other Bridegrooris and Saviours have 
* done worthily 3 but thou cxcclleſt them all; 
© They ſer-torth their belt at firſt z but They 
*naſt kept the good wincunti] now, 
Sevcnthly, Gathcr hence, both the Reaſon 
and R r-jovality of the Saints detires to be dil- 
folvd. ! + . grew. tat when this Earthly 
Tabernacle went-down, they had a better, and 
more c.apacious building in Acaven. They allo 
« tound, that Spirits dwelling in Flcſh, arc too- 
much fireightned aud intrm. cithcr 10 hear 
the Glory they were made-104. or to exprels 
an anſwerable thankfulneſs tor it: and for 
this thcy groned 3 Not to be unclothcd, (2 
weary of thcir preſent ſtate) but to be clothcd 
upon with their Houſe tron; Heaven, I Hhcy 
were NOIs the Sons of God 3 but what 
they ſhorld he, (arid tain would be-at) did not 
appcar tothem 5 norcould, till the vail were 
Rent, which hung (as yet ) *ewixt them and 
the Holy of Holies, The firſt-trvits of the 
Spirit, (which were both an Earneſt and Fore- 
taſte of future Glory) inſpircd them with tcr- 
vent deſires ot Iiberty, that glorious Hberty 
which bclong'd to them, as being the Sons of * 
Ged. They had, by taith, laid-hold on Eternal 
lite 3 This they had fiill in their cyc, and car- 
neft]ly purtued 3 And 1o intent thcy were upon 
it, that they even forgat what was behind, 
tho very Memorable 1n its time.) The Much 
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they had attain'd, they counted for Nothing, 
to what was coming Nor reckon'd for any 


Colt, to gain that incſtimable Pearl, viz, The Phil.z.1 1, 


prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt, TH+s 
(They knew) was a thing too-big for Mortal 
ſnſes, tho" as highly Refin'dand fublimated, 
25 capable of whiles Mortal 3 and therctore 
long'd tor that day, when Immortality thould 


he their clothing. The love of God ſhed-a- rymiges. 
broad in their hearts, had given ſucha Divine Cants;- 's 


Tinture, and fo transform'd and Wid'ncd 
thcir fouls 3 as nothing could fatishe, but that 
Inmenſe Deep from whence 1t came, They 
knew, that TVhen Chriſt their life ſhoul4 appear. 
thcy ſhould ſee Him as He is > Not undcr tha- 
dows, as of old 3 nor in altate of humiliati- 
on, as when upon earth 3 nor, as {ince, undcr 
Memorials and Repreſentations but in His 
tate of glory : The tight of which, would 
make then like himfſclt 3 and till Then, they 
could not ſay, It is enzugh. They knew, that 
ine very Quinteſſence of Heavenly beatitude, 
Onlifts in the vition of God 3 and that Hea- 
a it (clt, with all that Innumecrable compa=- 
ny of Angels, and ſpirits of juſt Mcn made 
trtcct, ( tho? a very glorious and dctirablc ſo- 
ty) would not ſitisfic Hcaven-born Souls, if 
cir Lord himſclt were not there in His Glo= 
'. Hence thoſe holy cxclamations and out- 


0b would go and fcc his Beloved afore he 
«d; and Thcſe would dze, te go and fcc 
thcirs 


cs. Whom have I in heaven but Thee! and - 7506 
ven ſhall T come and appear before God? Good eh 
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Theirs, This is the Second time that the King - 
dome of Heaven ſuffers violence from the heirs 
of Salvation 3 they know it 1s theirs; and 
that tncy were wrought for that felt ſam: 
thing and being theirs they might lawtully 
take it by force. 

Eighthly, (and tora cloſe of all |) ye har: 
ſccn.what Paul and others did 3 Go you anddo 
likewiſe 3 Haſtcn to the day of God, and 
wait for it as they that watch for the morning; 
1. Aﬀccionately.as a thing greatly deſirable, 
pccially after a dark and toillom night : 2, Pu 
tiently , and with Qreetneſs z not precipitating, 
but as knowing it wil come, and that 1n 
the ducit ſeaſon ; 3. Attentively.as not willing 
ro loſe the ſimallett (und of your Maitcr's tec: 
4. With Dil igence alſo and Prepzredneff z thi 
ncither Oyl nor Lighting may be to-(cek whe! 
the Cry is made, Bc always Ready , and Tim 
Gronc : Grone (Ifay ) tor that day of Glor\, 
when Lite and Immortality ſhall be broug! 
to light in Pcertcetion 3 When your felt , wi! 
all thc Elcet of God mccting in that Great an 
Gen-ral Aſſembly, the Church of the firſt-bi1 
which are written in Heaven , may bc ntirci) 
un.verially, and cverlaſtingly taken-up In ad 
1ring Eleding love , which fo glorioutly 2 
huppily thall have wrought all our Works ! 
us and brought us to the ultimate End 1t 

tigncd us iorz which was, To be cvcr WI 
the Lord to ſce Him as hc is and to cxpc 
ment the {ſum of that great Petition in the 1 
fn: That they may be one in ws, And 10) 
1 


way 
r0u3 
Forn 
with 
nity, 
Grace 


like u1 


| 8177 


All th, 
ard tl; 
(Whic 
cr be 
Proc] a 
Amen, 


of God's Sovereignty, &c. 415 
way thither, Carry this affurance ftill afore- 
r0u3 That the ſame hands which laid the 
Foundation, will alſo lay the Top-ſtone, and that 
withſoutings 3 and you ſhall liftt-up to Eter- 
nity, that loud and joytul acclamatjon , Grace, ,,,p ,-- 


Grace zento it ! Happy art thou, O Iſrael | who 3s % 
like unto thee, O people, ſaved by the Lord,the ſnield Deut- 33." 
if thine help , and the ſword of thine Excellency : 29» 


All thine Enemies ſhall be found lyars unto thee, " ND 


ard thou ſhalt tread upon their high places! And x Cor, 15. 
(which is more than Angels and Men can ut- 28, 
ir betides) GOD ſhall beall in All ! (To 


proclaim which, was the End of this Work) 


Amen, 


